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Starbucks Closing More Local Stores

Day of Hope and Healing October 3

Wisteria Holding Huge Hiring Fair

November 3 Election Preview
In this issue we bring you 

a preview of the November 3 
election: who is running for what 
office that affects the valley.

Our election coverage will 
continue this month with candidate 
Q&A’s and candidate statements.

We have invited all candidates 

to submit advertising and editorial 
and will post these throughout 
October to educate and inform 
our readers.

Candidate: 
KAREN BASS

Party:
Democrat

Current Job:
Mayor of the  
City of Los Angeles

Candidate: 
NITHYA RAMA

Party:
Democrat
 

Current Job:
Los Angeles
City Councilmember
District 4

CANDIDATES FOR UNITED STATES CONGRESS

CANDIDATES FOR CITY OF LOS ANGELES MAYOR

Candidate: 
BRAD SHERMAN

Party:
Democrat

Current Job:
United States
Congressman
32nd District

Candidate: 
LARRY THOMPSON

Party:
Republican

Current Job:
President & CEO 
Larry Thompson
Entertainment

CANDIDATES FOR CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 46
Candidate: 
JESSE GABRIEL

Party: 
Democrat

Current Job: 
California State
Assemblymember
District 46

Candidate: 
TRACY SCHROEDER

Party: 
Republican

Current Job: 
Teacher

Election Preview continues page 5

After a round of closures last September that left several 
West Valley outlets shuttered, Starbucks has announced they 
are closing 250 more stores nationwide. Starbucks says the 
closures are part of its ongoing “Back to Starbucks” strategy, 
which aims to improve the performance and experience of its 
coffeehouses. Those closing in this area include 26531 Agoura 
Road in Calabasas and 2755 Agoura Road in Westlake Village.

Wisteria Warner Center, a new retirement community 
on Canoga Avenue, is holding a hiring fair on Thursday 
and Friday, October 15 and 16, from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm. 
The event will be held at the Marriott Warner Center, 
21850 Oxnard Street in Woodland Hills. Positions available 
include Life Enrichment  Coordinator, Environmental 
Services Coordinator, Dining Room Manager, Dining Room 
Supervisor, Pastry Chef, Sous Chef, Plant Operations 
Coordinator, Maintenance Technicians I, II and III, 
Marketing Coordinator, Marketing Assistant, Controller, HR 
Generalists, HR Assistant and Executive Assistant. For more 
information visit wisteria.com/careers.

Haven Hills is hosting “A Day of Hope & Healing” on 
Saturday, October 3, from 11 am to 3 pm. In honor of 
domestic violence awareness month, the free event brings 
the community together for family-friendly activities, live 
entertainment, wellness experiences, resources, food and 
more. Kids can enjoy giant lawn games, face painting, 
bracelet making and more activities. Haven Hills CEO 
Iliana Tavera said, “We stand together for a future free from 
domestic violence.” It will be held at the Rose Goldwater 
Community Center, 21710 Vanowen Street in Canoga 
Park (at the north end of Westfield Topanga). For more 
information visit havenhills.org. 

City of L.A. Seeks Residents’ Input
The City of Los Angeles is seeking resident and business 

input on community priorities, economic opportunities 
and local needs. Key topics include revitalizing corridors 
and neighborhoods, access to jobs across the city and small 
business support. The meting on comprehensive economic 
development strategy will be held on Zoom on Thursday, 
October 8, from 5:30 to 7 pm. Register at shorturl.at/HyHOp.
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CALENDAR
CANOGA PARK: LAPD Topanga Station will hold a free open house 

and pancake breakfast on Saturday, October 10, from 10 am to 2 pm. 
The day will include station tours, police and rescue vehicles, surprise 
displays, officer meet-and-greets and more.  The station is located at 
21501 Schoenborn Street. There is plenty of street parking. 

WOODLAND HILLS: Valley Unity Republican Women will have their 
next meeting on  October 8, at 11 at the Woodland Hills Country 
Club, 21150 Dumetz. The cost is $45 which includes lunch. It will 
be a “Law and Order” agenda with  Alex Villanueva, candidate for 
Los Angeles County Sheriff and three judicial nominees:  Anna 
Reitano - Seat 65, David DeJute - Seat 87 and Donna Tryfman - 
Seat 131.  It should be a good and informative gathering. RSVP by 
Friday October 2 at valleyunityrw.org or by calling (818) 926-0228. 

TOPANGA: Manzanita School will hold their forest kindergarten open 
house for children age four and older on Saturday, October 10, from 
9 to 11 am. Manzanita School offers a transformative K–12 education 
for students ages four and up, uniting academic excellence with 
a deep connection to the natural world. At the heart of Manzanita’s 
philosophy is its Forest Kindergarten—the only program  of its kind 
in Los Angeles—where young learners explore forests, streams, and 
meadows through play, curiosity, and discovery. This intentional, 
research-based approach builds the  confidence, creativity, and social  
emotional intelligence, laying the foundation for lifelong learning. 
Manzanita is located at 1717 Old Topanga Canyon Road. For more 
information or to register for the open house visit manzanitaschool.com.

WOODLAND HILLS: JAZZ :||: SYMPOSIUM  will come to Harter Hall 
for an evening devoted to two landmark recordings by the legendary 
Hammond B3 organist Jimmy Smith, performed live in their entirety: 
“Hot House & The Sermon!” The event will be held on Saturday, 
October 10, with a social hour at 7 pm and the concert at 8 pm. Featured 
artist Wayne Linsey brings more than four decades of extraordinary 
musicianship to JAZZ :||: SYMPOSIUM. His career spans jazz, R&B, 
television and touring, with credits alongside Miles Davis, Whitney 
Houston, Stevie Wonder, Aretha Franklin, Chaka Khan, George 
Howard, Stanley Clarke, Marcus Miller and many others. Linsey brings 
a deep command of jazz, soul and the Hammond-organ tradition to the 
music of Jimmy Smith. The evening also features Gerrit Kinkel on 
trumpet, Frank Fontaine on saxophone, Corbin Jones, trombone, Zack 
Caplinger on guitar and Jacob Wendt on drums. Harter Hall is located 
at  21338 Dumetz in Woodland Hills. For tickets visit  harterhall.org.

WisteriaWC.com/careers

Job Fair
On Site Interviews

Thursday and Friday
October 15  and 16  th th

9:30 am - 4:30 pm

Marriot Warner Center
21850 Oxnard St

Woodland HIlls, CA 91367

Wisteria Job Opportunities

For additional information or to submit your resume,
please contact us at: HR@Wisteriawc.com
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Jordan Peisner, left, and his father, Ed Peisner, right, celebrate 
with Governor Gavin Newsom the signing of AB 1709 into law. 
California law now says social media platforms may not provide 
addictive design features to users under 16, starting with personalized 
feeds and autoplay, and the Attorney General can designate additional 
features by regulation as platforms evolve. Platforms will have to 
verify users’ ages, and a new e-Safety Advisory Commission will help 
keep these protections current. News reports today are describing it as 
the first law of its kind in the nation.

After a long and successful career in banking, Ed Peisner founded 
the Organization for Social Media Safety in 2017 following a 
tragic incident involving his teenage son Jordan, who was brutally 
assaulted in West Hills, leaving Jordan with severe, lifelong injuries. 
The attack was recorded and shared on social media, where it went 
viral. In response, Peisner dedicated himself to ensuring that no other 
family would endure such a devastating experience. Today he travels 
the country educating students, parents, and educators on essential 
social media safety skills. Through his impactful and research-driven 
presentations, he has reached hundreds of thousands of individuals 
at schools and community organizations across the United States. 

Pesiner said, “Today was one of the most significant days for children’s 
safety since social media began. AB 1709 was one of 13 bills the Governor 
signed to protect children on social media and AI, and the Organization 
for Social Media Safety was proud to support these measures.”

C A D I L L A C  O F
C A L A B A S A S

LOCATION 
24400 Calabasas Rd, 
Calabasas, CA 91302

SALES 
818.465.8933
Mon-Fri 9am-7pm
Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-5pm

SERVICE 
818.465.8933
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm
Sat 8am-5pm
Sun Closed

www.cadillacofcalabasas.com ©2026 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

2027 CADILLAC OPTIQ MODELS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR  
THE $3,500 CALIFORNIA MYFIRSTEV PROGRAM1

Where Excitement Meets Excellence

1. Program funded in part by CARB and California Climate Investments. MyFirstEV California is part of California Climate Investments, which uses billions of Cap-and-Invest dollars to fund projects that reduce harmful emissions, protect public health, strengthen 
local economies, and support natural environments. With a strong focus on communities most impacted by pollution and limited access to resources, California Climate Investments helps build a more equitable and sustainable future. MyFirstEV incentive for 
new zero emission vehicle purchases or leases applies to models with a base manufacturer’s suggested retail price of (MSRP) of $50,000.00 or less available at participating dealers. MSRP excludes options, destination charges, taxes, title, license and fees. El-
igible vehicles must be purchased, delivered, and registered in California by California residents meeting MyFirstEV eligibility requirements, including being a first time EV purchaser or lessee and successfully submitting a CARB Attestation Form demonstrating 
eligibility. Other restrictions and limitations may apply, and program is subject to change. For more information on the MyFirstEV incentive see participating dealers and please visit: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/myfirstev Must take new retail delivery by 10/31/2026.
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      VIEWPOINT

Proud Member: California News Publishers Association

Letter to the Editor: 
Re: What Has Trump Done to the First Amendment?

As bad as Donald Trump is, 
perhaps more reprehensible is the 
unyielding support he gets from 
70 million people. 

He has made it fashionable, if 
not outright popular, to say “crude 
things about women, make fun of 
the handicapped, attack people 
based on their looks, and has 
engendered an atmosphere of 
hate in this country.” 

Trump made a bold and 
calculated move when he 
announced his first candidacy 
for president in 2015, to run on 
a platform of overt racism and 
white supremacy. 

It worked, continues to work 
and Trump knows it works. His 
supporters gladly concede high 
gas prices, restricted media access 
and costly foreign wars as long as 
he continues to promote hate and 
racism. It is easy to blame Donald 
Trump, just as it is easy to hate. 
The President puts himself above 
the Constitution because he 
continually gets away with it and 
finds it to be popular among his 
base. He made his career playing 
to the media; he would not be 
where he is without it. 

If he thought holding hands and 
singing Kum Ba Ya was salient for 
support he would do that. Donald 
Trump is a man of zero principles 
and a master manipulator. The 
President is the symptom, not the 
cause.

Richard Cassell
Calabasas

Whether edited by Rodger or 
Kathleen Sterling, I have been 
reading their newspapers since I 
moved to the Valley more than half 
a century ago. Of all the editorials 
he – and then she – have written, 
this one is the most important.

A free press is one of the 
foundational freedoms on which 
our nation rests. History shows that 
would-be dictators and despots 
attack and then destroy the media 
among their first acts. In 1786, 
Thomas Jefferson wrote, “Our 
liberty depends on the freedom 
of the press, and that cannot 
be limited without being lost.”

Not only must the judiciary, 
legislators, and the general 
public recognize and counter 
media repression, the fourth 
estate must stand up for itself. 
This is an existential battle.

Thank you, Kathleen.
Martin M. Cooper
Encino

I agree with your opinion piece 
that the Constitution protects the 
freedom of the press and that 
there should be no limitations 
placed thereon.  President Trump 
is constitutionally and perhaps 
morally wrong from banning 
certain news agencies from 
the White House.  But how is 
the press truly free when these 
same news agencies suppress 
the news by not reporting news 
stories that are favorable to 
Trump or to the Conservative 
movement or by having one sided 
presentation of alleged “facts,” 
but then regularly do not present 
opposing viewpoints?  Instead 
the presentation is of liberal 
views that are dictated by the 
left leaning media companies.  

Any information that is 
favorable to President Trump 
or to his administration is not 
presented.  When is the last time 
you heard of a positive report on 
his policies from these agencies?  
Virtually never.  Did any of these 
so called free press news agencies 
publish the latest Census Bureau 
report that stated that the U.S. 
poverty rate fell to historic lows 
under the Trump administration 
or that the median U.S. income 
rose to the highest level on 
record?  Of course that was not 
reported because that favorable 
information does not fit nicely into 
the alliance these news agencies 
have with the Democratic party.  

How is the freedom of the 
press protected when certain 
news agencies promote only one 
point of view and then withhold 

and conceal news that does not fit 
into their narrative?  The creators 
of our Constitution did not want 
to prohibit dissent or that the 
press should be a promoter of one 
party over the other.  Freedom of 
the press will never be free until 
all viewpoints are presented in a 
fair and equal presentation.  The 
left leaning press needs to cease 
its news suppression of views 
opposite their own and to inform 
the public of ALL NEWS.  Then 
the  free press will truly be free.

Kent C. Gairdner
Woodland Hills

 •••

Find All Papers Online at valleynewsgroup.com

• As wordsmiths, we love these gems that highlight how interesting 
the English language really is! An anonymous poem:

	We’ll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes,
But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes.
One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese,
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese.
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice,
Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice.
If the plural of man is always called men,
Why shouldn’t the plural of pan be called pen?
If I speak of my foot and show you my feet,
And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet?
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth,
Why shouldn’t the plural of booth be called beeth?
Then one may be that, and three would be those,
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose,
And the plural of cat is cats, not cose.
We speak of a brother and also of brethren,
But though we say mother, we never say methren.
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him,
But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim!

• More word play:  The 12 words considered the most persuasive 
in the English language are: you, money, save, new, results, easy, 
health, safety, love, discovery, proven and guarantee. I’d say sale and 
free, but that’s just me!

• The more I get to know certain people the more I understand 
Noah’s decision to let only animals on the ark.

• Scott Friedman checks in with this intellectual wonder: What did 
the fish say when it ran into the wall? Damn!



Valley News Group   October 1, 2026  Page 5
      BUSINESS

CANDIDATES FOR CITY OF LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL
Candidate: 
TIM GASPAR

This is a 
non-partisan
office

Previous Job:
Founder and 
President of Gaspar
Insurance 

Candidate: 
BARRI WORTH-
   GIRVAN

This is a 
non-partisan 
office

Previous Job:
 Director of 
Community Affairs
for Supervisor 
Lindsay Horvath

ELECTION PREVIEW
CANDIDATES FOR CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 26

Candidate: 
JACQUI IRWIN

Party: 
Democrat

Current Job:
California State
Assemblymember
26th District

Candidate: 
SAM GALLUCI

Party: 
Republican

Current Job:
Business Exec
Pastor

CANDIDATES FOR CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY
DISTRICT 42

Candidate: 
DEBORAH KLEIN-LOPEZ

Party: 
Democrat

Current Job:
Agoura Hills City Councilmember 
and former mayor

Candidate: 
TED NORDBLUM

Party: 
Republican

Current Job:
Owner, Titan Medical

CANDIDATES FOR CALIFORNIA SENATE
DISTRICT 24

Candidate: 
BRIAN GOLDSMITH

Party: 
Democrat

Current Job:
Attorney

Candidate: 
John Erickson

Party: 
Democrat

Current Job:
Chief of Staff for the 
Alliance for a Better 
Community

VOTE
NOVEMBER 3 Federally Insured by NCUA

APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum deposit is $100,000. Penalty for early withdrawal/early closure. Fees could reduce earnings on 
the account. Rate quoted as of 09.28.2026 and subject to change at any time. Offer is subject to change, be revoked, or end at any time. 
New money required; funds deposited may not be from an existing Financial Partners Credit Union account. © 2026 Financial Partners 
Credit Union. All rights reserved.

Visit your local branch at 
6250 Topanga Canyon Blvd
(in Topanga Village)

888.413.6509

12-Month Jumbo Certificate
Earn a guaranteed return on 

balances of $100,000 or more 
with a fixed rate for 12 months.

You could earn an even higher 
rate with Relationship Rewards. 

Ask us how.

Open Yours Today
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         OPEN DAILY ! 
   Sunday - Thursday       9 a.m. - Midnight  
   Friday & Saturday        9 a.m. - 1 a.m. 
  

                  WALK- IN’S WELCOME  (SUBJECT TO LANE AVAILABILITY) 
 

       
 
   BAR & Grill     

    Mon - Thurs.   Noon -  11:30  p.m.  
    Fri. & Sat.     Noon - 12:30 a.m. 
    Sunday  10  a.m. -  11:30 p.m. 
 
 HHAAPPPPYY  HHOOUURR    AAllll  DDaayy  SSuunnddaayy!!  
                      Monday -  Friday   5 p.m. - 8 p.m.           Saturday    Noon -  5 p.m.  
    
 KING TRIVIA   TUESDAYS     7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
         Join in the Fun!   Play for Free!    Earn Prizes! 
   
 KARAOKE   Thurs. 7 p.m.—11 p.m.  Saturday  8 p.m. - Midnight 

RESERVE LANES         
ON-LINE 

 winnetkabowl.net  

CSUN’s Salon Series to Feature Tiffany Haddish
Emmy and Grammy Award-winning comedian, actor, author, 

producer and philanthropist Tiffany Haddish is the featured 
speaker at this semester’s “Salon Series” hosted by California State 
University, Northridge’s College of Social and Behavioral Sciences.

The Salon Series is scheduled to take place from 6 to 8 pm on Friday, 
October 9, in the Zev Yaroslavsky Rehearsal Room inside The Soraya 
Performing Arts Center, located at 18111 Nordhoff St., Northridge.

Yan Searcy, dean of the College of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, said this year’s event follows a trend of speakers who 
connect with students beyond just their high-profile status. “The 
Salon Series is now reflective of an expectation that CSUN connects 
those with celebrity profiles to the Matador community with high 
level conversations about how life journeys may be different but 
still share the common interwoven thread of focus, preparation, 
talent, opportunity, persistence, and intentionality,” Searcy said.

Known for her magnetic humor and candid storytelling, 
Haddish brings a distinctive voice shaped by resilience, creativity 
and a remarkable journey from adversity to international acclaim.

For tickets to the Salon Series visit news.csun.edu/event.

Aloha Fest Dances Into Calabasas Senior Center 
Seniors, dressed in their best Hawaiian attire, enjoyed the recent 

sold-out “Aloha Fest” at the Calabasas Senior Center. The evening 
included a luau-themed dinner, professional dancers performing and 
teaching the hula and other island dances, creative mocktails, and 
prizes for the best dressed.

The Calabasas Senior Center provides a gathering place for aging 
adults, 50 years and older, where they can enjoy activities that 
contribute to continued learning and enrichment, socialization with 
other seniors, and participation in recreational programs that promote 
healthy lifestyles. Seniors can enjoy special interest clubs, seasonal 
events, and gain valuable information from the popular and diverse 
classes and lectures provided by the Savvy Senior program.
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• DREAM CATCHERS 
• POTTERY
• WEDDING VASES

• ARROWS
• COUP STICKS
• KACHINA DOLLS

• BREASTPLATES
• CHOKERS 
• RATTLES

•CRYSTALS & DISPLAY SPECIMENS
• SAGE & INCENSE
• DOWNFLOW INCENSE BURNERS
• CRYSTAL BRACELETS

 •CRYSTAL & BRASS SINGING BOWLS
• DRUMS & SALT LAMPS
•  TAROT & ORACLE DECKS
• SEMIPRECIOUS STONES
          

BIGGEST SELECTION ANYWHERE FOR

ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL (818) 703-7046
22559 VENTURA BLVD.

WOODLAND HILLS

NATIVE AMERICAN

STORE HOURS 11 - 7 TUESDAY - SUNDAY , CLOSED MON 
WE HOST SOUND BATHS & DRUM CIRCLES

SOUND BATHS ONLY $20 
FRIDAY & SUNDAY 12 PM   SATURDAY 4 PM

Drum Circles FREE Every Saturday at 11 AM

FREE
Only one per family. $30 value. Exp 5-15-26

 Ten $2 SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES

FREE                     
One Coupon Per Family • Expires October 15, 2026

Bring This Coupon For

LINE DANCING

      VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT
Leonis Adobe Celebrates 60! 

The Leonis Adobe Museum 
celebrated a 60 year anniversary on 
September 26.

The museum  was dedicated as 
Los Angeles’ Historical Cutural 
Monument #1, and has been open 
to the public for 60 years. 

Leonis Adobe is a living history 
museum dedicated to preserving 
and sharing 1880s ranch life and 
promoting the history of early 
California through education and 
community outreach. Thousands 
of school children visit it each 
year, and the grounds, original 
house and animals are a big draw.

The anniversary celebration 
honored former Los Angeles 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 
with the Leonis Legacy Award. 
Villaraigosa has been very 
involved with the museum and 
voiced an introduction to their film.

Principal City Planner for 
Los Angeles City Planning Ken 
Bernstein was given the Leonis 
Preservation Award, for his work 
on preserving so many of L.A.’s 
historic structures - detailed 
in his book, Preserving Los 
Angeles: How Historic Places 
Can Transform America’s Cities.

The Leonis Family Foundation, 
which was represented by Miguel 
Leonis’ great, great, great niece, 
Susan Leonis-Jensen, was given the 
Education Legacy Award. 

Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Leonis Adobe 
Brian Kahn, left, with former 
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa.

Since the adobe is 
technically in the most 

western part of Los 
Angeles, Councilman Bob 
Blumefield was on hand 

with Antonio Villaraigosa.

City of Los Angeles Principal City Planner 
Ken Bernstein, left, with Leonis Adobe 

Executive Director Diane Ramadan and Brian 
Kahn, in front of the Plummer House on the 

property.

The City  of Calabasas was represented by 
the city’s first mayor, Dennis Washburn, 

left, City Councilmember and former mayor 
David Shapiro, center, and Calabasas Mayor 
Pro Tem Ed Albrecht, right, who presented a 

proclamation honoring the anniversary.

The anniversary celebration included music 
from the Cali Country Allstars, above, a BBQ 

buffet and bar by the Sagebrush Cantina, 
dessert from An Original Custom Cake Art, 

plus a silent auction, watercolor exhibit 
from local artists and a photo booth.

 Photos inside the adobe show 
French-Basque rancher Miguel 

Leonis, right, his Chumash-
Tongva Native American wife 

Espiritu and daughter Marcelina.

Representing Calabasas Rotary was Bette 
Hall, left. Daniell Vicente, center, Field 
Representative for Los Angeles County 

Supervisor Lindsey Horvath, presented a 
certificate to the adobe. Karilyn Steward,  
right, Head Librarian at Calabasas Library, 

also enjoyed the evening. 

Leonis Adobe Executive 
Director Diane Ramadan 

thank her team - from the 
grounds keepers, guides, 
staff, members board of 

directors, and her husband 
Saadi, at right.

Snarky Puppy at The Soraya October 3
Snarky Puppy will perform at The Soraya on October 3, kicking off 

fall jazz at the venue. This is the group’s only Los Angeles stop on the 
Somni World Tour.

 Snarky Puppy is an American jazz fusion band that combines a 
variety of jazz idioms, rock, world music, and funk and has won five 
Grammy Awards. has become one of the most in-demand ensembles 
of their generation, with bassist Michael League leading a collective 
of 20 musicians who rotate through their ranks, in ever-changing fresh 
combinations. 

The Soraya is located at 18111 Nordhoff Street on the campus of 
CSUN. For tickets visit thesoraya.org.










