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Popular “Touch at Truck” Returns Sept. 19
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In response to the 
presentation to the Woodland 
Hills Homeowner’s Organization 
(WHHO) by Councilmember 
Blumenfield’s Legislative Director 
Jeff Jacobberger on July 22, 2026, 
regarding the Reimagine Ventura 
status. While we appreciate the 
minimalist presentation regarding 
the updated status of the center 
medians, we would appreciate an 
update regarding the Reimagine 
Project as a whole including 
what’s been achieved to date, the 
project schedule, budget, current 
expected and desired scope, and the 
design and community outreach 
process. The WHHO offers the 
following comments to the plan 
and further input by meeting with 
any involved City representatives 
as deemed appropriate.

PROJECT SCHEDULE
What is the schedule for 

implementation of the remaining 
scope of work? This project 
was initiated in 2014. It’s time 
to finish it. What is realistic?

PROJECT BUDGET
A budget of over $3 million 

taxpayer dollars was allocated 
for the project. It also has been 
mentioned that a majority of the 
budget would be allocated to 
ADA improvements, triggered by 
certain implementations. I would 
suggest that a Certified Access 
Specialist (CASp) consultant be 
brought in to determine which 
improvements can be made 
without triggering ADA issues. 
Improvements such as the 
medians, the landscape bump outs 
and replanting street trees in the 
existing wells may be possibilities.

Additional funding for 
“improvements” may be 
available from the 523 Fund since 
improvements connected to safety 
and traffic control are justified 
by the fund. Work categorized 
as “maintenance” cannot be 
covered by the fund. Medians 

and physical barriers that prevent 
turning and improper entering 
of the reverse diagonal parking 
are important safety mitigation 
measures, not maintenance.

The allocation of 523 funds 
is justified for the bump outs as 
it significantly improves safety 
by reducing distances pedestrians 
must cross in high traffic vehicular 
pathways like Ventura Boulevard.

MONUMENT SIGNS
The monument sign 

renderings, as presented by 
Mr. Jacobberger, are designed 
such that they will aesthetically 
become dated very quickly, 
and frankly are considered 
unattractive by many in this 
organization. We suggest the goal 
should be for a design concept 
that reflects quiet elegance, with 
material of a more permanent 
nature such as stone or concrete. 
The requirements for breakaway 
designs can be mitigated simply 
by better placement of the signs.
WELCOME TO WOODLAND 

HILLS SIGN
A “Welcome to Woodland 

Hills” type sign should be located 
close to the area’s borders. A well 
thought out placement on the 
east side should be on the Corbin 
median but placed much further 
back (midway of the length) 

to minimize potential vehicle 
interaction. On the west side of 
Woodland Hills, placement near 
the Valley Circle/Mulholland 
Dr./101 freeway interchange 
would greet those from the 
beach communities, the Ventura 
freeway and Calabasas.

MEDIANS
The two medians proposed 

make sense with 2 large scale 
trees placed 30’ apart on each 
median. If other planting is also 
proposed, a maintenance plan 
needs to be included. Irrigation 
of the planting needs to consider 
the water source and costs.

If only trees are included, 
then the contract for watering 
them can be included in the 
contract for the watering of the 
other new street trees. The species 
should be prudently selected and 
should be of a size that will not 
obstruct the roadway during the 
tree’s lifetime but still provide 
shade and be visually appealing.

Additional opportunities 
for median locations should be 
considered.
ENHANCED CROSS WALKS

Enhanced crosswalks 
were omitted from the last 
presentation. The crosswalks 
would add a strong presence on 
the boulevard and would help 
define the updated character. By 
connecting to the existing ADA 
curb ramps recently installed on 
each side of the street, the issue 
of triggering additional ADA 
requirements should not occur.

The crosswalks should 
be in as many places as 
possible, especially where the 
new traffic light controlled 
(smart) crosswalk and also the 
new traffic control light was 
installed as part of Phase 1.

Enhanced crosswalks at the 
limits of the Reimagine project 
(each side) would help de-mark 

(Continued to page 15)
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Mayor Bass Announces 43% Drop 
in San Fernando Valley Burglaries

In a recent press release, Mayor Bass announced that 
burglaries are down 43% in the San Fernando Valley since last 
August and 27% citywide, while homicides are at a 60-year 
low. Recent measures have included extra patrols by officers, 
detectives and specialized units, deployment of LAPD vehicles 
in high-visibility locations, utilization of mobile License Plate 
Readers (LPRs) around high-risk burglary areas, active 
community engagement by Senior Lead Officers (SLOs), 
air support to provide high-visibility patrol and deterrence 
and close collaboration with other specialized divisions, 
including the Commercial Crimes Division and the Robbery 
Homicide Division, to investigate high-value loss burglaries 
Additionally, the Office of Community Safety expanded 
civilian crisis response, GRYD intervention, Community 
Navigators and youth programming across the Valley. Lastly, 
the City secured $2 million to expand CIRCLE civilian crisis 
response teams.

ONEgeneration’s kids’ popular community event, 
Touch-a-Truck, returns on Saturday, September 19, 
from 8 am to 12 pm (quiet hour is from 8 am to 9 am) at 
17400 Victory Blvd. See, touch and hear different types of 
vehicles. Climb in a dump truck, run the sirens on a police 
car and lift the hose of a fire truck. This interactive event 
has all vehicles with a function for essential work that kids 
see and wonder about. There will also be free children’s 
activity stations, bubble making and crafts. Tickets are 
$15 for adults and $10 for children ages two-10 (two and 
under free) and can be purchased at zeffy.com or in cash 
at the door. All proceeds support ONEgeneration services. 

Join the West Valley Warner Center Chamber’s “Clean 
Up Crew” on Saturday, September 5, from 8 to 10 am at the 
Atrium, 5441 Topanga, at Clarendon, Woodland Hills. They 
will be painting out the tags along the freeway sound wall and 
removing trash between the on ramp and the Atrium. Please 
wear required clean up clothes, including closed toe shoes, 
long pants, long sleeve shirts, eye protection, work gloves, 
and a hat. They will bring the tools. Donate to the West Valley 
Warner Center Chamber’s Community Benefit Foundation 
at woodlandhillscc.net. For more information email  sean@
jacksonmcarrthy.com.
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      COMMUNITY SEPTEMBER COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR
CALABASAS: PAWS to Read will be at the Calabasas Library on 

Saturday, September 12 from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm.  Children grades 
K through four can read to a Pet Partner therapy dog for 15 minutes.  
Reservations are required at cityofcalabasas.com/library. The library is 
located at 200 Civic Center Way.

CANOGA PARK: Vendor registration is open now through September 
30 for the annual Main Street Dia de los Muertos festival that will be 
held November 1 on Sherman Way. Car show registration is also open. 
Visit eventhub.net/events/26th-annual-dia-de-lost-muertos-family-
festival_7657.

ONLINE: Want to be an informed voter this November? Don’t be 
fooled by deceptive marketing; come hear from policy experts on the 
potential impacts of Prop 45 before you cast your vote. Join the Zoom 
on Tuesday, September 8,  7 to 8:30 pm for a discussion and Q&A on 
Prop 45. Visit sfvclimatereality.org to register for this free meeting.

ENCINO: Southern California Garden Club hosts a meeting featuring 
a program, “From Acorns to Oak Trees to Climate Resilience,” on 
Tuesday, September 15, at 11 am, presented by Andy Lipkis, the founder 
of TreePeople and Accelerate Resilience Los Angeles. The program 
at Sepulveda Garden Center (16633 Magnolia Blvd.) is preceded at 
9:30 am by a plant market and country store, business meeting at 10 
am and an Anniversary Moment, “Oh, the Things We’ve Learned,” at 
10:25 am. A salad bar lunch hosted by the Board of Directors follows 
the program at 12 pm. No admission charge for guests. For more 
information visit SouthernCaliforniaGardenClub.com.

VAN NUYS: The SFV Audubon Society will host a bird walk at 
Sepulveda Basin on Sunday, September 6, at 8 am. The two-mile walk  
traverses the wildlife area through riparian habitat, a portion of which 
is carefully nurtured to promote native flora and host over 300 avian 
species. For more information visit sfvaudubon.org.

WOODLAND HILLS: Teens ages 11 to 18 can join the Woodland Hills 
Library’s Teen Council on Tuesday, September 8, from 4 to 5 pm. 
Meet other teens in the community, develop leadership skills, and 
earn community service hours. The library is located at 22200 Ventura 
Blvd. For more information call (818) 226-0017.

CALABASAS: The City of Calabasas will hold an e-waste collection 
event on Saturday, September 5, from 10 am to 3 pm. Bring your 
old electronics to Albertsons Shopping Center back parking lot, 
26521 Agoura Road. For a complete list of acceptable items visit 
cityofcalabasas.com.



Valley News Group  September 3, 2026  Page 3

Steven Rauso of West Hills graduated from Tufts University in 
Medford, Massachusetts.

Calabasas resident Roark Jefferson, class of 2027, majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering, was named to the Dean’s List at Worchester 
Polytechnic Institute in  Worchester, Massachusetts. 

      COMMUNITYPeople in the News 
More than 300 Valley business 

and community leaders were 
on hand last week when the 
Los Angeles Business Journal 
(LABJ) honored Valley News 
Group contributor and Cowe 
Communications founder and 
CEO Miri Rossitto, right, as the 
organization’s 2026 Champion of 
Women. 

Rossitto was cited for her 
leadership and commitment to 
creating opportunities for women.

LABJ’s Champion of Women 
Award recognizes Valley leaders 
who are creating opportunities for 
women to lead and grow. As an 
entrepreneur, business owner and 
employer, Rossitto has used her 
platform to connect professionals, 
advocate for emerging leaders 
and help women build stronger 
businesses and brands.

The recognition took place at 
LABJ’s annual Valley Women’s 
Leadership Symposium 
and Awards at the Sheraton 
Universal Hotel. The event 
brought together prominent 
business and community leaders 
from across Los Angeles to 
recognize women making an 
impact through leadership, 
mentorship and service.

“Miri consistently brings 
innovative ideas, a fresh 
perspective and a strategic 
approach that helps organizations 
maximize their impact,” said The 
Valley Economic Alliance Chair 

Armida Colmenares-Stafford. 
“Miri has also been an invaluable 
contributor to the Valley 
Economic Alliance, serving in 
multiple capacities, including 
our strategic planning committee. 
Her ability to strengthen existing 
structures and create meaningful 
community engagement makes 
her a tremendous asset to 
any organization she serves.” 

Rossitto was honored in 2025 
with the Valley Industry and 
Commerce Association’s Harmon 
Ballin Community Service Award.

“Working alongside Miri has 

been an incredible experience,” 
said VICA Chief Operating 
Officer Jessica Yasukochi. “She 
has a rare ability to understand 
the big picture while never losing 
sight of the details that move an 
organization forward. She is a 
trusted partner who makes things 
happen and VICA has benefited 
tremendously from her leadership, 
insight, and commitment.”

This past July, the LA Business 
Journal named Rossitto, for the 
seventh consecutive year, to its 
2026 Valley 200, a list of the 
region’s most influential business 
leaders and entrepreneurs.

Rossitto founded Cowe 
Communications in 2015 as a 
business and brand development 
agency specializing in strategic 
communications. With two 
decades of experience behind her, 
she helps owners, entrepreneurs 
and organizations strengthen their 
brands and create measurable 
growth. Cowe services include 
brand development, graphic and 
website design, copywriting, 
photography and videography, 
social media management, public 
relations and marketing.

Students in the News

C A D I L L A C  O F
C A L A B A S A S

LOCATION 
24400 Calabasas Rd, 
Calabasas, CA 91302

SALES 
818.465.8933
Mon-Fri 9am-7pm
Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-5pm

SERVICE 
818.465.8933
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm
Sat 8am-5pm
Sun Closed

www.cadillacofcalabasas.com ©2026 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

ELECTRIFYING PERFORMANCE. SPOOKY GREAT PRICES.  
DRIVE THE CADILLAC LYRIQ TODAY
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      VIEWPOINT

By Rabbi Kyle Cotler
Soon, in synagogues and sacred 

spaces across the Valley, the 
sound of the shofar will mark the 
arrival of the Jewish High Holy 
Days. 

Rosh Hashanah begins at 
sundown on Friday, September 
11, ushering in the year 5787 on 
the Hebrew calendar.

Rosh Hashanah literally means 
“head of the year.” Jewish 
tradition calls it the birthday of 
the world. We eat apples dipped in 
honey and round loaves of bread 
(challah), symbols of wholeness 
and the hope for a sweet and 
successful year ahead. But the 
celebration comes with another 
task: looking honestly at the year 
we are leaving behind.

Rosh Hashanah begins the Ten 
Days of Awe, which culminate 
on Yom Kippur, the Day of 
Atonement, beginning at sundown 
on September 20. At the center 
of these days is teshuvah, often 

Guest Editorial:

The Year Ahead Begins by Looking Back
What the High Holy Days Are All About

translated as repentance, though 
the Hebrew word more closely 
means return. Built into the word 
is an assumption I find reassuring: 
no one is broken beyond repair. 
We are asked to return to what 
matters, to the people we may 
have hurt, to promises we have 
neglected, and to the person we 
still hope to become. These days 
are the annual invitation to realign 
our intentions. 

Our sages teach that Yom 
Kippur can address what stands 
between a person and God, but 
not what stands between one 
person and another until we make 
amends. No prayer substitutes for 
the conversation you may have 
been avoiding.

At Shir Kadosh, music is not 
decoration around the prayer. It 
is one of the ways we pray. This 
year, I will share the bimah with 
my father, Cantor Doug Cotler, 
along with our choir and orchestra, 
bringing together familiar 

melodies, new arrangements 
and music written within my 
own family across generations.

I am a fourth-generation cantor 
and a first-generation rabbi, so 
I knew many of these melodies 
long before I had theology to 
attach to them. For me, the 
music often arrives first, and 
meaning follows. That is part of 
why we named our congregation 
Shir Kadosh, “sacred song.”

If it has been years since you 
walked into a synagogue, or 
you’re “Jew-ish” and curious, 
or not Jewish at all and simply 
wondering what happens in those 
rooms, you are welcome. 

The High Holy Days ask each 
of us a simple, difficult question: 
Who have I been this year, and 
who do I want to be in the next 
one?

We hope you join us this year. 
Details and tickets available at 
ShirKadosh.org. 

I’ll save you a seat.

Proud Member: California News Publishers Association

• A local jokester chimes in with this observation; “I didn’t realize 
I was supposed to know how to do everything by my second rodeo. 
Seems like a very low amount of rodeos...”

• Sometimes your life is a 52-card pickup. Your day depends on 
which cards you choose to pick up, and which you leave on the table.

• Didja’ hear about the assertive Calabasas toddler who called his 
favorite store “Toys or Else!”???

• We still love this assessment of our profession: Much of journalism 
consists of reporting Frank Jones is dead to people who didn’t know 
Frank Jones was alive. 

• This jewel comes from a friend who is wise beyond his years. 
“There are two theories to arguin’ with a woman; neither one works!”

• We heard this from a teacher at St. Mel School. He asked a 
child to  name the Ten Commandments in any order. His answer: 
“3,6,1,8,5,8,2,10 and 7!”

• Heed this commandment: Don’t sweat the petty things and don’t pet 
the sweaty things!

• A Japanese scientist has invented a new spray-on Viagra. Now, if 
you thought the cosmetic clerk in the mall was annoying then when 
they spritzed you...

• Oops, we’re sorry to report the manager of a local movie theatre 
passed away last week. The funeral will be held on Sunday at 2:15, 
4:20, 6:30, 8:40 and 10:50.
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Considering Bankruptcy?
Times are tough...
Develop a reasonable plan to pay off your debt.

Call the Law Offices of  Hagen & Hagen

- 35 Years of Experience
- Attorney & CPA
- Certified as a Specialist by the 
State Bar Of California and the 
American Bankruptcy Board Of 
Certification

WOODLAND HILLS
818.501.6161
Email: jeff@hagenhagenlaw.com JEFF HAGEN

      BUSINESS
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SAVINGS SPECIALS: EARN MORE HERE

6.00%
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Scan to Learn More

Exclusive o�er for
new members
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deposit

8-Month Certificate

Up to 2 penalty-free
withdrawals

New money only

Scan to Learn More

3.75%
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9-Month Liquid Certificate

Visit your local branch at
6250 Topanga Canyon Blvd
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888.413.6509

Mayoral Race Continues to Escalate as Bass 
Creates “No Show Nithya” Website

The campaign between 
Mayor Karen Bass and 
Councilmember Nithya Raman 
has seemingly been fraught from 
the start. Raman shocked the 
community when she announced 
her intention to run for mayor at 
the eleventh hour. A one-time ally 
to Bass now turned enemy. 

Since then, things have 
only escalated as the two have 
quarreled in-person at debates, 
via press releases, sound bites 
and more. Now, Mayor Bass 
has created a website blatantly 
outlining Nithya’s faults as 
Councilmember and her recorded 
absences from crucial election 
votes. 

NoShowNithya.com is the 
latest barb in the back-and-forth 
attacks to prove who they believe 
is most competent to win. With 
only a few months left until the 
election, it seems subtlety has 
long gone out the window.

According to the newly-
published website, Raman missed 
2,966 votes between taking office 
in December 2020 and August 
20, 2026. This equates to 1 in 7 
council votes she failed to cast out 
of a total of 20,973 votes taken. 

This issue was brought up 
in the Sherman Oaks debate the 
two attended a few weeks ago and 
Raman stated her role as a mother 
as one reason she was unable to 
attend some of the meetings. 

Additionally, the website 
states that Raman canceled 40 
Housing & Homeless Committee 

meetings, which Bass’ campaign 
argues resulted in over 130 
items being stalled.  A statement 
from the Bass campaign stated, 
“Key votes that Raman missed 
included banning encampments 
near schools and daycare centers, 
funding homelessness prevention 
and eviction defense services, 
and supporting the film and TV 
industries… If Angelenos can’t 
trust her to show up for work, we 
sure as hell shouldn’t give her a 
promotion to be our next mayor.”

Raman’s campaign 
has responded, arguing that 
Bass’ claims are a misleading 
representation of her attendance 
and involvement in key measures. 
A spokesperson for her campaign 
stated, “This is ironic coming 
from a mayor who was missing 
during our city’s most devastating 
emergencies, failed to show up 
for more than half of LAHSA 
homelessness meetings, including 
Friday’s meeting, and had one 
of the worst attendance records 
when she was in Congress.” 

While each candidate 
disputes the attendance of one 
another, it reflects a larger issue 
of how each woman has handled 
their responsibilities in the past 
and how that will reflect on how 
they handle them in the future. 
With approximately two months 
until the November 3 general 
election, the community has to 
anticipate that more pettiness 
than progress will occur between 
Raman and Bass.  
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      VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT

• DREAM CATCHERS 
• POTTERY
• WEDDING VASES

• ARROWS
• COUP STICKS
• KACHINA DOLLS

• BREASTPLATES
• CHOKERS 
• RATTLES

•CRYSTALS & DISPLAY SPECIMENS
• SAGE & INCENSE
• DOWNFLOW INCENSE BURNERS
• CRYSTAL BRACELETS

 •CRYSTAL & BRASS SINGING BOWLS
• DRUMS & SALT LAMPS
•  TAROT & ORACLE DECKS
• SEMIPRECIOUS STONES
          

BIGGEST SELECTION ANYWHERE FOR

ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL (818) 703-7046
22559 VENTURA BLVD.

WOODLAND HILLS

NATIVE AMERICAN

STORE HOURS 11 - 7 TUESDAY - SUNDAY , CLOSED MON 
WE HOST SOUND BATHS & DRUM CIRCLES

SOUND BATHS ONLY $20 
FRIDAY & SUNDAY 12 PM   SATURDAY 4 PM

Drum Circles FREE Every Saturday at 11 AM

FREE
Only one per family. $30 value. Exp 5-15-26

20% OFF
         

Expires September 30, 2026

ALL MERCHANDISE!  

Twenty-five years after the 
September 11, 2001 attacks, the 
11th annual PAWS 4 Kisses & 
Hugs Celebration, founded by 
Canoga Park resident Aydiee 
Vaughn  Dunson, will honor 
the men and women of the Los 
Angeles City Fire Department 
who answered the call to help 
their fellow first responders in 
New York.

In the days following the 
attacks on the World Trade 
Center, approximately 100 men 
and women of the Los Angeles 
City Fire Department traveled to 
Ground Zero to assist with the 
recovery effort. Among them was 
Captain Dustin Clark of LAFD 
Fire Station 88 in Sherman Oaks, 
who was part of a volunteer 
group that traveled to New York.

For Captain Clark and the 
other LAFD firefighters who 
made the journey, it was about 
more than traveling across the 
country. It was about standing 
beside their brothers and sisters 
in the fire service during one of 
the darkest moments in American 
history.

The story of Station 88’s 
connection to 9/11 doesn’t end 
with the firefighters who traveled 
to New York.

In 2004, the Sherman Oaks 
community came together to 
create a permanent memorial to 
honor the firefighters and first 
responders whose lives were 
forever changed by September 11.

Through the efforts of 
members of the Sherman Oaks 
community, arrangements were 
made to transport historic pieces 
of the tragedy across the country 
to Fire Station 88 — including 
a piece of the Pentagon and an 
I-beam from one of the World 
Trade Center towers.

A 9/11 memorial was 
unveiled in front of Fire Station 
88, creating a lasting place of 
remembrance in the San Fernando 
Valley and a powerful symbol 
of the connection between the 
Sherman Oaks community, the 
Los Angeles Fire Department, 
and the firefighters of New York.

Twenty-five years later, that 
legacy continues.

Among the firefighters who 
answered the call in 2001 was 
Captain Dustin Clark. Clark’s 
story represents the courage and 
compassion of the many LAFD 
firefighters who volunteered to 
travel to Ground Zero and help 
their fellow first responders.

PAWS 4 Kisses & Hugs 
will honor Captain John Smith 
and Captain Gage of Fire 
Station 88, along with Station 
39 firefighters and Battalion 10 
Chief Rico Gross, in recognition 
of their dedicated service to our 
community.

On Sunday, September 6, 
PAWS therapy dogs, community 

Paws 4 Kisses & Hugs Honors Local Fire Stations
volunteers, and organizers will 
return to LAFD Fire Station 88 
for a special 9/11 remembrance 
and appreciation celebration.

The visit will include 
five therapy dogs, a catered 
lunch, gifts, a special thank-
you presentation, and an award 
ceremony honoring the firefighters 
for their dedication and service.

The PAWS team previously 
honored Station 88 in 2024. 
Returning in 2026 carries an 
even greater significance as 
the nation marks 25 years 
since September 11, 2001.

This year, PAWS wants to 
recognize not only the firefighters 

who protect our communities 
every day, but also those who 
answered the call to help their 
fellow firefighters in New York.

As we remember the nearly 
3,000 innocent lives lost on 
September 11, 2001, we also 
remember the firefighters, police 
officers, emergency workers, 
military personnel, volunteers, and 
countless others who responded 
with courage and compassion.

We remember those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice.

We remember those who 
traveled to Ground Zero to help.

Station 88’s firefighters 
answered that call.

PAWS 4 Kisses & Hugs founder Aydiee Vaughn Dunson, far left, 
Captain Dustin Clark, center, and PAWS volunteers.
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      VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT

 

         OPEN DAILY ! 
   Sunday - Thursday       9 a.m. - Midnight  
   Friday & Saturday        9 a.m. - 1 a.m. 
  

                  WALK- IN’S WELCOME  (SUBJECT TO LANE AVAILABILITY) 
 

       
 
   BAR & Grill     

    Mon - Thurs.   Noon -  11:30  p.m.  
    Fri. & Sat.     Noon - 12:30 a.m. 
    Sunday  10  a.m. -  11:30 p.m. 
 
§ HHAAPPPPYY  HHOOUURR    AAllll  DDaayy  SSuunnddaayy!!  
                      Monday -  Friday   5 p.m. - 8 p.m.           Saturday    Noon -  5 p.m.  
    
§ KING TRIVIA   TUESDAYS     7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
         Join in the Fun!   Play for Free!    Earn Prizes! 
   
§ KARAOKE   Thurs. 7 p.m.—11 p.m.  Saturday  8 p.m. - Midnight 

RESERVE LANES         
ON-LINE 

 winnetkabowl.net  

The critically acclaimed 
bestselling novel by Sara Gruen 
comes to “thrilling, dazzling” 
life (Time Out New York) in a 
unique, spectacle-filled new 
musical! The seven-time Tony 
Award-nominated musical Water 
for Elephants parades into the 
Pantages from September 8 to 15. 

After losing what matters 
most, a young man jumps a 
moving train unsure of where the 
road will take him and finds a new 
home with the remarkable crew of 
a traveling circus, and a life—and 
love—beyond his wildest dreams. 

Seen through the eyes of his 
older self, his adventure becomes 
a poignant reminder that if you 
choose the ride, life can begin 
again at any age. 

So, step right up to the 
“spellbinding entertainment” 
(Variety) at Water for Elephants, 
“the best new musical on 
Broadway” (Theatermania).

The show dazzles with circus 
acts on stage, abstract animal 
puppetry and a contemporary 
musical theatre sound with flavors 
of folk, indie, pop, bluegrass and 
jazz.

Principal cast includes 
Zachary Keller as Jacob 
Jankowski, Helen Krushinski 

Join the Circus with Water for Elephants
 at the Pantages Theater September 8-15

as Marlena, Connor Sullivan 
as August, Robert Tully as Mr. 
Jankowski, Javier Garcia as 
Camel, Ruby Gibbs as Barbara, 
Grant Huneycutt as Wade and 
Tyler West as Walter.

Book by Rick Elice, music 
and lyrics by PigPen Theatre Co, 
directed by Ryan Emmons, circus 
design by Shana Carroll and 
choreographed by Shana Carroll 

and Jessee Robb.
Hailed as a Critic’s Pick, 

The New York Times calls it 
“stunning, emotional, heart-filled 
and gorgeously imaginative.”

Showtime for Water for 
Elephants is two hours and 20 
minutes with an intermission 
and is recommended for ages 
8 and up. Tickets start at $49 
and are available for purchase 
at broadwayinhollywood.com. 
The Pantages Theater is located 
at 6233 Hollywood Blvd. Love, 
drama and acrobatic action - all 
under the big top! 

Water for Elephants 
is stunning, emotional, 
heart-filled and 
gorgeously imaginative.

The free, family-friendly Freak of the Week car show returns 
to Topanga on Saturday, September 19, celebrating creativity, 
individuality and automotive self-expression, whether you consider 
yourself a “car person” or not.

Hosted by Motorhead Mama Amelia Dalgaard, the 
show puts personality ahead of horespower and price tags, 
with Hot Wheels Legends Tour winner “Trinity,” returning 
favorites including Nicole Fonseca’s floral Impala and more. 

The event is a fundraiser for Topanga kids and for the first time, 
Freak of the Week’s winning vehicles will go on display at the L.A. 
Auto Show. Unlike traditional car shows, horsepower, price tags, 
and perfect paint jobs aren’t what  earn bragging rights at Freak of 
the Week. Instead, the show rewards personality,  creativity, and cars 
that make people stop, smile, and ask, “What IS that?” - from a fully  
bedazzled sedan to a hand-painted school bus with horns.

The day begins with a locals’ vehicle meetup from 8–10 a.m., where 
neighbors are invited to bring their own cars—weirdness optional. 
Freak of the Week officially kicks off at 10 a.m. and will feature live 
music, food, vendors, activities for kids, and plenty of unusual  vehicles.

The event will be held at Topanga Community Center, 1440 N. 
Topanga Canyon Blvd. For information  email info@motorheadmama.
com.

Freak of the Week Car Show in Topanga
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40-50% OFF40-50% OFF
ATRIUM STORE DEALSATRIUM STORE DEALS

EVERYDAY OF THE WEEKEVERYDAY OF THE WEEK

+1 (818) 810-7379

ORDER CANNABIS ONLINE

WWW.ATRIUMSTORE.COM
5441 TOPANGA CANYON BLVD
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91367

Moving into a smaller home? Organizing your life?
Needing cash for any reason?
Doyle Auctioneers and Appraisers is holding a special Calabasas 

and Encino consignment day on Friday, September 11. Doyle is one 
of the world’s foremost auctioneers and appraisers of fine art, jewelry, 
furniture, decorations, coins, Asian works of art and a variety of 
collectible items.

With a team of seasoned professionals and a strong track record 
of successful sales, Doyle has built a reputation as a leading global 
destination for fine art collectors and sellers alike. 

Estate executors, fiduciary advisors, collectors and heirs trust them to 
provide fair market value appraisals and state-of-the-art auction services 
that adhere to guiding principles of integrity, expertise and service.

Their specialists are traveling and collecting jewelry, 
watches, handbags, fine art, silver, coins and more for 
auction consignment, outright purchase or private sale.

Interested parties should contact Emily Marchick, G.G. for 
information and appointments at (310) 276-6616 or doylela@doyle. 
com.

Downsizing? Reorganizing? Need Cash?
Let Doyle Appraise Your Valuables
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Shir Kadosh, the Reform 
Jewish congregation founded 
in 2025 by Rabbi Cantor Kyle 
Cotler, will observe the High 
Holy Days this year at the Hilton 
Woodland Hills, 6360 Canoga 
Avenue

The holiday will begin with 
Rosh Hashanah evening services 
Friday, September 11 at 8 pm and 
continuing Saturday morning 
services September 12, followed 

Sacred Song, Open Doors:  Shir Kadosh Welcomes the Community for High Holy Days
by a beachfront Tashlich & 
Havdalah event in Malibu at 5 pm. 
Yom Kippur observances begin 
Sunday evening, September 20, 
with services continuing Monday 
morning, September 21, and 
concluding early evening with 
Yizkor and N’ilah.

The congregation’s name 
means “Sacred Song,” a deliberate 
choice. Shir Kadosh was founded 
on the principle that music is 

not simply an accompaniment 
to worship but central to it. 
High Holy Day services feature 
a 20-person choir, soloists and 
live instrumentalists, including a 
rock quartet and an instrumental 
quartet. The repertoire includes 
songs written by Doug Cotler, 
both independently and in 
collaboration with his brothers 
and other artists.

At the center of Shir Kadosh’s 
High Holy Day services is a 
father-son musical lineage that 
spans generations. Kyle Cotler 
is ordained as both a rabbi and 
cantor. He is a fourth-generation 
cantor and a first-generation rabbi. 
Joining him again this year is his 
father, Grammy Award-winning 
Jewish composer and third-
generation cantor Doug Cotler, 
who will help lead the musical 
portion of services. Services 
will feature a 20-person choir, 
soloists, and live instrumentalists.

“There is a version of the 
High Holy Days where you 
attend services and leave feeling 
unchanged and unfulfilled,” 
Cotler said. “We strive to do the 
opposite. You don’t need to know 
the cues or customs. You don’t 
need to read Hebrew. You need 
only bring your spirit, your voice, 
and your heart.”

The congregation has also 
structured the season around 
accessibility for all. Tashlich, 
Yizkor and N’ilah are free and 
open to the public, with no ticket 
or membership required. “The 
last hour of Yom Kippur, when 
the gates are closing and everyone 

in the room is hungry and honest, 
should belong to whoever wants 
it,” Cotler said. “No ticket, no 
membership, no questions at the 
door.” Additionally, children 12 
and under can attend all services 
for free and do not require a 
ticket. For those purchasing 
tickets, the full purchase price 
is credited toward an annual 
membership should they choose 
to join, and current members 
receive High Holy Day tickets 
at no charge. The synagogue will 
also be streaming their services 
live for those who are unable to 
attend in-person.

Teachings at Shir Kadosh 
draw on popular culture, 
psychology, literature and science 

alongside traditional Jewish texts, 
an approach meant to widen the 
tradition rather than dilute it. 
Newcomers, interfaith families 
and people who have not felt 
connected to Jewish life for a 
long time are welcome, and no 
prior background or Hebrew 
knowledge is needed to get the 
full experience.

Beyond High Holy Days, Shir 
Kadosh holds Shabbat services 
on Friday evenings at 7 pm 
and offers Torah study, holiday 
celebrations, charitable volunteer 
opportunities, and community 
events throughout the year.

All-access ticket packages 
for High Holy Days are $230 
(over 20% savings), single-
service tickets are $72 each, and 
discounted self-parking passes 
are available. Tickets and the 
complete service schedule are 
available at ShirKadosh.org. 
Tashlich, Yizkor and N’ilah will 
be free and open to the public.

Shir Kadosh embraces the 
progressive commitments of 
Reform Judaism while honoring 
the traditions that have sustained 
the Jewish people for centuries, 
and it welcomes individuals and 
families from every background 
and stage of life. More at 
ShirKadosh.org.

At the center of Shir 
Kadosh’s High Holy Day 
services is a father-son 

musical lineage that 
spans generations. 




