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Remembering 9/11

By Kathleen Sterling

Four planes.

2.977 souls.

On September 11, 2001, the
world watched in horror as the
tragedy of 9/11 unfolded.

First one plane, then another,
hit the World Trade Center. A third
was flown into the Pentagon, and
a fourth, diverted by passengers,
crashed into an empty field.

Islamic jihadists vowed death
to all Americans.

Though thousands were killed,
the American spirit was not.

The terrifying images of that
day were seared into collective
memory. But after the attack,
people clung to each other,
comforted one another, reached
out to help another.

We were stuck in London
after the attacks until planes

were flying again. People
stopped us on the street,
asking if we were Americans,
and what they could to help.

The American embassy was
ringed with flowers four feet deep.

In the States the consciousness
changed. We were united in our
grief and came together as a
nation to mourn, to manage and
to move forward.

The feeling that we were in
this together, that America as a
whole had been attacked, brought
us together as neighbors, as
citizens, as human beings.

People were kinder, gentler,
more forgiving and more giving.

As we commemorate the 25th
anniversary of the attack, we need
to hearken back to that time, when
we were united, not divided, as a
nation.

In 2001, it didn’t matter if you
were a Democrat or Republican,
white or Black, male, female or
trans. It mattered that you were
alive.

The news will recount that
day. Images of the towers will be
shown over and over.

Flags placed in memoriam,
like those on the lawns at
Shepherd Church in Woodland
Hills and at Pepperdine in
Malibu, will remind us that each
of those flags represents a father,
mother, brother, sister, son or
daughter, friend or co-worker.

But they also remind us of the
indomitable American drive.

And hopefully, will remind us
that now is the time to once more,
come together as a country, and
again be kinder, gentler, more
forgiving and more giving.
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5:30 PM

Ken Bernstein
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A nlght of live music, delicious food

special auctions, and more!

$65 Members, $75 General | Buy Tickets Online
s AN asas,. Road, Calabasas,

Workshop & Mixer
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GROWTH, CONNECTION & SUCCESS FOR BUSINESSES

Opppterntics 27

5:30PM - 8:00PM

CAMBRIA @ 26400 Rondell Street

HOTEL
CALABASAS

Calabasas,
CA 91302

Business Intros, Dinner Buffet & Giveaways!

GUEST SPEAKER D an
Coleman
TOPIC

How to Run a Better Business
& Improve Your Leadership Skills

Special Calabasas Enterprise

code for S10 off: CE26

Register at CalabasasChamber.com

In Partnership with
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Small Business Resource Fair
September 17 in Warner Center

The West Valley Warner Center Chamber of Commerce will hold a
free Small Business Resource Fair on Thursday, September 17, from
8:30 to 11:30 am.

Attendees can learn about business counseling, available
programs, grants, low- and no-cost funding and the Small
Business Legacy Program. There will be information on
workforce programs, hiring support and opportunities such
as employee and internship payroll-sharing opportunities.

Hosted by the Chamber’s Economic Development Chair Tim Gaspar,
theeventisheldinpartnership with the City of Los Angeles Economic and
Development Department and the West Valley Business Source Center.

It will be held at the Rose Goldwater Community Center, 21710
Vanowen Street on the campus of Westfield Topanga. For more
information call (818) 347-4737.

Tech Summit Features Local Leaders

and Industry Experts

A tech summit hosted by My Telecomm CEO Elizabeth Cortez
will feature local leaders and industry experts in a day of insight,
connection and innovation. Sonya Blake, CEO of the Valley Economic
Alliance, and Diana Williams, CEO of the West Valley Warner Center
Chamber, will give opening remarks. Closing remarks will be made
by James Bozajian, Mayor of Calabasas, and Greg Martayan, EVP
of External Affairs for the Valley Economic Alliance. Speakers from
Sandler Partners, CATO Networks, Claro, Epic io, Five9, Liminal,
Logically and Vonage will talk about innovative tech solutions. The
summit will be held at Calabasas Community Center, 27040 Agoura
Road, beginning at 9:30 am. The event is free but you must register at
zohobackstage.com.

Calabasas Chamber Hosts Leadership Expert
at Networking Dinner

In partnership with Los field.

Angeles  County  Supervisor
Lindsey P. Horvath’s office, the
Calabasas Chamber presents a
networking dinner workshop and
mixer on Thursday, September
24, from 5:30 to 8 pm at the
Cambria Hotel located at 6400
Rondell Street in Calabasas.

The Calabasas Chamber holds
networking events every month,
alternating between breakfasts,
lunches, and newly added dinners.
All attendees have an opportunity
to introduce themselves and their
business during the Once-Around.
Alongside business introductions,
guests get to tune in to special
presentations while enjoying a
delicious food buffet and may win
fun prizes during the giveaways.

Join them for an evening of
engagement and conversation
while networking with business
owners, professionals, and
community members. Registered
guests will start their evening
indoors and  present  self-
introductions and tune in to a
business and leadership workshop
with guest speaker Dan Coleman,
all while enjoying a delicious
buffet. Once the workshop
concludes, the evening will
resume on to the Cambria patio
for continued networking with
professionals from industries
including advertising, education,
finance, legal, and the medical

With over 14-plus years of
business growth and leadership
team coaching, Coleman has
worked with over 120 companies,
getting extraordinary  results.
He coaches founders and their
leadership teams to break the
ceiling that keeps companies
from growing. Coleman helps
small and medium sized
businesses “level up” by aligning
the teams around the founder’s
vision, installing a customized
Business Operating System built
for the company, and increasing
the company’s value.

At the Networking Dinner,
guest speaker Dan Coleman will
run a workshop on how to run a
better business and improve one’s
leadership skills.

Chamber member admission
is $70. Non-member admission
is $100. This event is open to
everyone, and they encourage
those especially interested in
leveling up their business to hear
from a professional business and
leadership coach.

Guests are encouraged to
register by 5 pm on Monday,
September 21 for inclusion
on the Hot Sheet — a list of
all registered guests with their
contact information. For more
information and to RSVP,
call (818) 222-5680 or visit
CalabasasChamber.com.
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VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT

Absolutely Grounded with Conni Ponturo
Workout Anywhere, Anytime!

Enjoy Access to Hundreds of Motivating Videos Including Pilates, Guided Meditation,
Stretching, Daily Doses of Health and Much More on this Membership Site!

absolutelygrounded.com

NATIVE SPIRIT LODGE

WORKING
WITH WEIGHTS

. 20%0FF
. ALLMERCHANDISE! |

Expires September 30, 2026

BIGGEST SELECTION ANYWHERE FOR

*CRYSTALS & DISPLAY SPECIMENS +CRYSTAL & BRASS SINGING BOWLS

« SAGE & INCENSE  DRUMS & SALT LAMPS

- DOWNFLOW INCENSE BURNERS - TAROT & ORACLE DECKS

- CRYSTAL BRACELETS « SEMIPRECIOUS STONES
NATIVE AMERICAN

« DREAM CATCHERS « ARROWS « BREASTPLATES

« POTTERY « COUP STICKS « CHOKERS

« WEDDING VASES « KACHINA DOLLS  RATTLES

gl
g 1

STORE HOURS 11 - 7 TUESDAY - SUNDAY , CLOSED MON
WE HOST SOUND BATHS & DRUM CIRCLES
SOUND BATHS ONLY $20
FRIDAY & SUNDAY 12 PM SATURDAY 4 PM

Drum Circles FREE Every Saturday at 11 AM

ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL (818) 703-7046
22559 VENTURA BLVD.

Fleetwood Mac Tribute Band at
Sagebrush Cantina

“Dreams,” “Tusk,” “Go Your Own Way,” “Don’t Stop” and more
come to life on Sagebrush Cantina’s stage on Friday, September 18,
when, Mirage, Visions of Fleetwood Mac, performs beginning at 8 pm.

In 1974 two California singer-songwriters, Lindsey Buckingham
and Stevie Nicks, joined the British blues band Fleetwood Mac
with Christine McVie, John McVie and Mick Fleetwood. The
band rose to superstar status, and their groundbreaking album
Rumours remains one of the bestselling albums of all time.

Mirage celebrates the iconic Rumours-era lineup with a tribute
that feels both timeless and electrifying. Recognized by Mark Cuban’s
AXS TV as “one of the world’s greatest tribute bands” and praised by
Stevie Nicks herself, Mirage delivers the sound, style and spirit that
defined a generation.

The band features Michelle Tyler as Stevie Nicks, Rick Thibodeau
as John McVie, Annie Boxell as Christine McVie, Keith Foelsch as
Lindsey Buckingham and Larry Perpoli as Mick Fleetwood.

Tickets to the Sagebrush Cantina show are available at Eventbrite
or by calling (818) 222-6062. The Cantina is located at 23527 Calabasas
Road in the heart of Old Town Calabasas. Visit sagebrushcantina.com
for more information.

Live Concert at Platt Library

Marco Antonio Lozano, tenor, and Christa Marie Stevens, soprano,
will team up to perform live in concert at Platt Library on Saturday,
September 19, at 1 pm.

The duo will be singing some of the great arias from the classical
opera repertoire as well as some Italian hits.

The library is located at 23600 Victory Blvd. in Woodland Hills.
For more information call (818) 340-9386.



Valley News Group September 10, 2026 Page 7

Rise Up Comedy: Wellness, Truth and Laughter
Rooted in the Valley

In an era when people are
searching for connection, relief,
and something real, Rise Up
Comedy 1is bringing a fresh
blend of wellness and humor
to the Valley arts community.

Created through  Aware
Meditation Inc., a wellness
nonprofit in Sherman Oaks,
Rise Up Comedy is built on a
simple idea: when people tell
the truth and laugh together
without putting others down,
healing  becomes  possible.

Rise Up Comedy focuses
on  non-toxic,  story-driven
comedy, the kind that doesn’t
punch down but instead lifts
people up. Through its signature
approach, Pain to Punchlines,
participants learn to transform
personal experiences into
comedic material that’s both
cathartic and genuinely funny.

The program’s functional
home 1is in Sherman Oaks
where performers and audiences
gather to explore comedy as a
tool for emotional release and
community connection often via
Zoom. The founder discovered
this healing tool after the
pandemic. “It helped heal my
nervous system when I began
to share about my challenges.”

Many have acknowledged
the boldness of this organization

& ATRIUM STORE DEALS

as it not only brings comedy that
is family friendly but is inclusive.
“l am nervous every time I
share about my shortcomings or
challenges but without fail people
thank me for taking the risk.”

Dyslexia, raising a child
who comes out as LGBTQ,
being a step parent, immigrant
challenges and sharing it all in a

s

PG rated show is extremely rare.

This fall, Rise Up Comedy
is premiering two original one-
person shows that embody
the heart of the movement:

Brit on a Spiritual Visa: Pain
to Punchlines on September 15 at
8:30pmat LACAE Theatre, 11031
Camarillo, North Hollywood. A
sharp, heartfelt, and very British
look at turning life’s messiest
moments into comedy gold.

Koh Samui Karma: My

White Lotus Nightmare on
October 1, at 7:30 pm at LACAE
Theatre, 11031 Camarillo,
North Hollywood. A comedic
spiritual ~ adventure  through
Thailand — awakening, chaos,
and the hilarious reality of
trying to “heal” when life
keeps  throwing  curveballs.

Rise Up Comedy isn’t
just about performance; it’s
about creating a space where
people can breathe, laugh, and

reconnect  with  themselves.
By blending wellness
principles with authentic

storytelling, the program offers
audiences a night of entertainment
that feels meaningful
long after the show ends.
The organization is part of the
national CleanComedyCollective.
For tickets, visit
riseupcomedy.org.
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ORDER CANNABIS ONLINE

O® +1(818)810-7379
WWW.ATRIUMSTORE.COM

VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT

IN CALABASAS
PRESENTS

VISIONS OF

8 PM

PRE-SALE TICKETS AVAILABLE AY

Eventbrite
RSVP: 818-222-6062

5441 TOPANGA CANYON
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91
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VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT

OPEN DAILY !

Sunday - Thursday 9 a.m. - Midnight
Friday & Saturday = 9a.m.-1la.m.

RESERVE LANES
ON-LINE
winnetkabowl.net

WALK- INOS WELCOME (SUBJECT TO LANE AVAILABILITY)

Lane 33
$0600%%%  BAR & Grill
Mon-Thurs.  Noon- 11:30 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. Noon-12:30a.m.
Sunday 10 am.- 11:30p.m.

8§ HAPPY HOUR All Day Sunday!
Monday - Friday 5p.m.-8p.m.  Saturday Noon- 5p.m.

8 KING TRIVIA TUESDAYS 7 p.m.-9p.m.
Join in the Fun! Play for Free! Earn Prizes!

8 KARAOKE Thurs. 7 p.m.—wnm p.m. Saturday 8 p.m. - Midnight

YOUR FAVORITE HALLOWEEN TRAIL,
REIMAGINED FOR 2026

" ON
SEPT 25TH - NOV 1ST

KING GILLETTE RANCH, CAI_A'BASAS CA
nightofthejack.com - @nightofthejack

What’s On in the West Valley

Detective Show at West Valley Playhouse

The West Valley Playhouse will present the great detectives
of the golden age of radio with two separate adventures. Sherlock
Holmes in  Murder in the Casbah and Candy Matson in The
Egyptian Amulet will take the stage now through September 20.

The mysteries star Patric Foley, Niiki Gallagher, Tim Holtwick,
Diane Le Moine, Robert Reeves and Ken Solo.

The production will be held at Big Oak Theatre, 22200 Chatsworth
Street in Chatsworth. Tickets are available at wvplayhouse.com or by
calling the box office at (818) 884-1907.

Sondheim’s Company on Stage

The Charles Stewart Howard Playhouse will present Stephen
Sondheim’s Company on October 2,3,9, 16, 17 and 18 at 7 pm.

Company is a sophisticated, laugh-out-loud look at love, marriage,
and the beautiful chaos of being alive.

It’s Robert’s 35th birthday, and he’s the last single guy in his inner
circle. Over a whirlwind of drinks, dinners, and dates, his married
friends push Robert to face his fears.

Furth’s sharp script paired with Sondheim’s energetic, show-
stopping score turns the everyday messiness of loving someone into
an absolute riot - and a surprisingly moving reminder of why we keep
trying.

The production stars Allison Sundman, Angelo Maalat, Chad
Sundman, Danica Waitley (Oct. 3, 16, and 18), Emilie Elisabeth,
Emma Puglia, Grace Guerre (Oct. 3, 16, and 18), Greg Sgammato,
Hector S. Quintana, Jennifer Kay Garcia, Katie Ward (Oct. 2, 9, and
17), Larry Toffler, Lynette Smith, Melanie Goldstein, Rob Rush and
Sonya Dadekian (Oct. 2,9, and 17).

It is directed by Marshelle Giggles-Mills with music direction by
Larry Collica. Produced by Suzanne Ryan.

Company will be performed at Harter Hall, 21338 Dumetz Ave.,
Woodland Hills. For tickets visit chsplayhouse.org.

Theatricum Presents Shakespeare

Theatricum Botanicum in Topanga returns with its signature
production, with Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream on stage
thorough October 10.

The most magical outdoor theater in Los Angeles becomes
an enchanted forest inhabited by lovers, both fairy and human.
Shakespeare conjures a world of wonder, magic, and romance, where
comical misunderstandings and the pain of unrequited love are
resolved. All is reconciled through midsummer night revelries and the
enduring power of nature.

Theatricum is located at 1419 N. Topanga Canyon Blvd. For tickets
visit theatricum.com or call (310) 455-3723.

GREAT DETECTIVES OF THE GOLDEN AGE OF RADIO

Presented by

- WEST VALLEY RLAYHOUSE
Directed by Jon Berry

RADIO’S MASTER SLEUTH

SHERLOC
H()LMESK

MU RDER IN
THE CASBAH

Classu: Thﬂﬂ/ﬁg
dventures P y

owN LADY P-I-
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Mystery Dramas
. Performed Live

¢
Starring
Patrick Foley ° Nikki Gallagher
Tim Holtwick --Diane Le Moine - Robert Reeves -

Ken Solo

BIG OAK THEATRE
22200 CHATSWORTH ST.
CHATSWORTH, CA
WWW.WVPLAYHOUSE.COM
BOX OFFICE: 818-884-1907
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SHOWTIMES
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?29 30 » Sept 5, 6, 12, 19, 20
aturdays at 7:00 pm ~~
k Sundays at 2:30 pm 2
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Calabasas Puts Emergency Alert System to
the Test Ahead of Peak Wildfire Season

September is  National
Preparedness Month, a time to
make sure households, businesses
and communities are ready before
an emergency happens. This
year, the City of Calabasas is
engaging their residents with a
month-long public awareness and
action campaign encouraging the
community to take simple steps
now that can make a significant
difference when an emergency
occurs.

As a key part of the
campaign, the City will conduct
a citywide test of its Genasys
emergency notification system
on September 16. The test will
give residents and businesses
an opportunity to make sure
they are registered, their contact
information is current and they
are able to receive critical City
communications  during  an
emergency. The September 16
notification will be a test only
and will not indicate an actual
emergency.

Genasys is the City’s free
emergency notification system,
providing timely, Calabasas-
specific information by text, email
and phone, including emergency
alerts, evacuation warnings and
orders, and other important safety
updates. The app also provides
preparedness resources that can
be accessed offline when cell
service or internet connectivity
may be unavailable. The City
is encouraging residents and
businesses to register for Genasys
before the September 16 test, and
anyone registered by September
16 will be entered into a drawing
for a prize.

The importance of being
prepared and staying connected
was reinforced during the 2018
Woolsey Fire, which forced the
evacuation of the entire City
of Calabasas, destroyed nine
homes and damaged hundreds
more. The experience helped
shape the City’s continued focus
on providing residents with the
tools and information they need
before an emergency occurs.

“Preparedness is a shared
responsibility, and it starts well

before an emergency occurs,” said
City Manager Kindon Meik. “By
taking steps now to stay informed,
make a plan and understand what
to do during an emergency, our
community can be better prepared
when conditions change. At the
same time, our City staff are
continually training and preparing

Residents are also
encouraged to register for
the City’s annual Wildfire
Preparedness Webinar on

September 29.

so we are ready to respond
when our community needs us.”

That preparation is also
taking place inside City Hall.
On August 25, 2026, City staff
were joined by representatives
from Los Angeles County
Fire, the City of Malibu, the
Los Angeles County Office of
Emergency Management and
E.W.H. Emergency Management,
LLC for a training exercise
simulating a wind-driven wildfire
in the area. The exercise gave
staff an opportunity to practice
the roles, responsibilities and
coordination necessary to support
the community during a major
emergency.

The training is part of
the City’s ongoing work to
ensure staff understand their
emergency responsibilities
and can effectively coordinate

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1IMIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.1.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufhcient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CADepartment of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

resources, information and
public communications during an
incident.

Wildfire is just one of
the hazards that can impact
Calabasas. From extreme heat,
Public Safety Power Shutoffs
(PSPS) and power outages to
earthquakes, landslides, debris
flows and drought, emergencies
can take many forms and may
require residents to act quickly.
Throughout  September, the
City will share information
and resources addressing these
hazards, disaster recovery and
other ways residents can prepare.

Residents are also
encouraged to register for
the City’s annual Wildfire
Preparedness Webinar on
September 29, 2026, at 6 pm,
talk with family members about
how they will communicate and
reconnect.

REAL ESTATE

Demand ExOUOI00O0OD - Expect Excellence
Buying or Selling... We Make Your Dreams Come True!

Sherry Keowen Susan Renick
SRES SRES

818.438.8780 818.303.6004
Sherry CalRE# 01196482 Susan CalRE# 00906664

Considering Bankruptcy?

Times are tough...
Develop areasonable plan to pay off your debt.

Call the Law Offices of Hagen & Hagen

- 35 Years of Experience

- Attorney & CPA

- Certified as a Specialist by the
State Bar Of California and the
American Bankruptcy Board Of
Certification

WOODLAND HILLS
818.501.6161
Email: jeff@hagenhagenlaw.com

JEFF HAGEN

CINDY ROYALL
LIBONATI

Serving my real estate clients since 1976.

REALTOR®, CFSP
DRE#00582036

818.421.4468
CindyAgent@aol.com
CindyAgent.com

H 1 Selling Agent
Calabasas Brokerage

Your Local Area Trusted Professional Real Estate Advisor

INNO.
VATE:

24025 Park Sorrento, Ste 310
Calabasas, CA 91302
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Malibu Creek State Park to Celebrate 50 on September 26

The Santa Monica Mountains
Fund and Malibu Creek State
Park Docents will celebrate
the 50th anniversary of Malibu
Creek State Park on Saturday,
September 26.

An open house with live music,
food, drinks and activities will
begin at 4:30 pm. Touch fossils

with the Natural History Museum,
explored trees in the park with the
Resource Conservation District of
the Santa Monica Mountains and
make art with the Santa Monica
Nature Journal Club.

At 6::30 pm listen to stories
from tribal members, scientists,
historians and others about the

peopleandlivingthings ofthe park.

Then at 8 pm join the Los
Angeles Astronomical Society for
a star party looking at the night
sky and stars above - and cake to
celebrate the park’s anniversary.

For more information on the
event and sponsors visit bit.ly/
malibucreek50.

Ten Tips for Selling Your Home

By Lana Knadian

Moving is never easy at any
age, so here are 10 tips to help
you get started!

#1:Find anexperienced Real
Estate Agent who you can trust
and have great communication
with. Experienced agents know
how to properly price and
prepare your home from the
start, and will have extensive
knowledge about the market
and proven negotiation skills.
#2: Consider your curb appeal.
A good first impression signals
overall maintenance and
increases perceived value in the
buyer’s eyes. Mowing the grass,
trimming  bushes, removing
weeds, cleaning walkways and
adding fresh flowers can do the
trick.

#3: Declutter and
depersonalize your living areas.
Not only do the photos come out
better, but your home appears
larger. It also helps the buyers
to envision themselves living
there. Reducing excess keeps the
focus on the property’s layout
and architecture, while helping
to protect your privacy during the

showings.
#4: Repaint your walls in
neutral tones. Neutral spaces

appeal to more buyers by creating
a blank canvas, which makes
rooms feel larger and your home
more updated. It helps to reduce a
buyer’s perceived workload upon
purchase.

#5: Touch up scuff marks
and fix loose handles. Buyers
will already nit-pick your home,
so let’s keep attention on the
positive features and prevent
them from questioning larger
issues. It will also show that the
house has been well maintained.

#6: Add some plants. This
is an easy way to bring life and
warmth into the space without
clutter. Plants always make the
house feel more welcoming.

#7: Conduct a smell test.
Homeowners can become “nose-
blind” to smoke, pet odors,
cooking smells, garbage and

Consider your curb appeal.
Mowing the grass, trimming
bushes, removing weeds,
cleaning walkways and adding
fresh flowers can do the trick.

- Lana Knadian

strong cleaning products. Bad
smells are memorable, and odors
can suggest bigger problems.

#8: Clean! Homes should be
well maintained and smell fresh.
Clean, airy, neutral smells are
the best. Don’t mask them with
candles or cheap air fresheners.
Instead, open more windows. The
home will look and feel better and
brighter.

#9: Secure your valuables.
Jewelry, medicine, electronics,
financial documents, firearms,
etc, should be hidden during open
houses. You can use the trunk of
your car or designate a lockable
closet to stow your belongings
safely.

#10:  Lastly, consider
staging. This step is not for
every house, but sometimes
staging, partial staging, or digital
staging can vastly increase value
depending on the condition and
type of the property.

Now that you have these
helpful tips, don’t hesitate to
make your move!

Lana Knadian is a Realtor
with Coldwell Banker Realty
Sherman Oaks and a Senior
Real Estate Specialist (CalRE#:
02041526). She can be reached
at  (310) 650-6046 or Lana.
Knadian@camoves.com.















