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P-22 Laid to Rest in the Santa 
Monica Mountains

 After a myriad of public events to grieve Los Angeles’ 
most famous mountain lion, P-22 has been laid to rest in an 
undisclosed location in the Santa Monica Mountains.
 In a private ceremony with tribal leaders, the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Natural History Museum 
of Los Angeles and the National Park Service, P-22 was buried. 
“The burial location will not be revealed to protect and preserve 
the site,” Beth Pratt, California regional executive director of 
the National Wildlife Federation, said in a statement.
 P-22, famously known as “The Hollywood Cat,” was 
humanly euthanized on December 17 following an automobile 
accident that showed more extensive signs of internal declining 
health. His burial in the mountains was strongly advocated for 
by local tribal leaders who consider cougars to be sacred and 
argued against the idea of P-22 being placed on display at the 
Natural History Museum. The decision was solidified and P-22 
has been buried where he spent the majority of his life, Griffith 
Park.

Friends of Encino-Tarzana Library 
to Host Book Sale March 24-25 

 The Friends of the Encino-Tarzana Library will hold 
their first book sale of 2023 on Friday, March 24 and Saturday, 
March 25 during library hours. There will be a selection of art 
books, children’s books, history, biography, paperback fiction 
and many other genres. There will also be a bag sale ($5/bag of 
books) on Saturday afternoon from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm. (The 
library will provide the bags.) All proceeds of the sale go to 
supporting programs and services at the Encino-Tarzana Branch 
Library. Friends of the Library members will have early access 
on Friday morning from 9:30 am to 10:30 am. Membership is 
$10/year and may be purchased on-site.

Is Your Bank Safe?
By Miri Rossitto
 What a week it has 
been for banks. In the biggest 
bank failure since the collapse 
of Washington Mutual in 2008, 
we saw Silicon Valley Bank and 
Signature Bank fail. Credit Suisse 
was bailed out by the Swiss 
government just this Wednesday 
morning.
 Silicon Valley Bank had 
local branches in Beverly Hills, 
Santa Monica and Pasadena. 
Signature Bank has a branch 
in Beverly Hills and corporate 
offices in Woodland Hills. 
 Silicon Valley Bank 
failed because they were top 
heavy in loans to technology start-
ups and invested the money in 
bonds, which lost value when the 
Federal Reserve raised interest 
rates. Signature Bank failed when 
depositors withdrew their money 
beyond what the bank could pay 
using its cash reserve. Credit 
Suisse’s problems stem from 
corruption and money laundering 
charges.
 President Biden was in 
front of the cameras early Monday 
morning assuring all Americans 
that depositors’ money was 
perfectly safe, though investors 
would not be as lucky because 
they knew the risks and well, 
“that’s how capitalism works.” 
 But is everyone’s money 
safe and what other options exist 

for our nervous neighbors and 
community members? Let’s 
explore some answers but first, 
a disclosure: none of this is 
financial advice and I implore you 
to talk to a financial expert when 
making any financial decisions. 
 First, let’s start with how 
safe it is to “store” your money in 
a bank. According to The Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC), 
an independent federal agency 
insuring deposits in U.S. banks 
and thrifts in the event of bank 
failures, the standard insurance 
amount is $250,000 per depositor, 
per insured bank, for each account 
ownership category. The FDIC 
provides separate coverage for 
deposits held in different account 
ownership categories. Depositors 
may qualify for coverage over 
$250,000 if they have funds in 
different ownership categories 
and all FDIC requirements 
are met. All deposits that an 
accountholder has in the same 
ownership category at the 
same bank are added together 
and insured up to the standard 
insurance amount. So, in basic 
terms, if you have no more than 
$250,000 in total at any one 
banking institution, then you 
are insured and covered. If you 
have more than $250,000 then 
you should speak to a financial 
adviser on the matter.
 Are banks your only 

option? No!! When it comes 
to financial options, credit 
unions are growing by leaps and 
bounds. In February of this year 
Steve Rick, the chief economist 
for CUNA Mutual, predicted 
“overall credit union loan growth 
to rise 8% in 2023.” 

 What are the main 
differences between credit unions 
and banks? Mahsa Hadjiaghai, 
district manager at the Warner 
Center branch of Premier America 
Credit Union explained that, “The 
main difference between banks 
and credit unions is that banks 
are for-profit and credit unions 
are non-profit organizations.  
Simply put, banks are either 
privately owned or publicly 
traded, while credit unions are 
owned by their member owners.  
Since credit unions do not have 
to worry about making profits for 
their shareholders, they can focus 
on the needs of their account 
holders. Credit unions have a rich 

(continued to page 14)

Just like you need to be 
prepared for earthquakes, 

you need to get to know your 
money management options 
and understand how they all 
individually and collectively 

manage your money.
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 *The Encino Neighborhood Council will be holding 
their monthly general board meeting on Wednesday, March 
22, at 7 pm. For more information, visit encinonc.org/
calendar.

 * Join the West Valley Regional Branch Library 
on Saturday, March 18, at 2 pm for “LA Made: History of 
Women in Hollywood.” This in-person lecture centers on 
how women discovered new possibilities in the early 20th 
century, especially in Hollywood’s fledgling silent film 
industry from editing to performing stunts to producing 
and directing movies focusing on important cultural and 
social issues of the day.

 * Hear from San Fernando Valley Supervisors at the 
State of the County Luncheon and United Chambers Board 
Installation on Wednesday, March 29, at the Woodland 
Hills Country Club. Supervisor Barger and Horvath will 
be guest attendees. Registration opens at 11 am, with the 
program running from 11:30 to 1 pm. Cost is $55 for 
chamber members and $65 for non-members. Register at 
unitedchambers.org/calendar/2023-state-of-the-county-
installation-luncheon.

 * Tarzana Community and Cultural Center have 
moved their next Tarzana Music Night to Friday, March 
17, from 7 to 10 pm due to weather. The lineup includes 
Phil Christie, Jason Gutierrez, Ryan Kelis, JK Jones, Art 
Podell, Tracy Newman, Kim Margolis, Ric Taylor, Keith 
Plutchok, Bob Thomas, Claire Bloom and Garret Swayne. 
Special guest artists Paula Fong and Emiko Woods will 
perform at 8 pm. Tickets are just $5 and must be purchased 
in advance due to the extreme popularity of the last show. 
Beverages and snacks will be available to purchase. To 
grab your tickets, visit mytarzana.org.

 * Save the date for this month’s Network Connection 
Breakfast and ensure your spot on the list! The Greater San 
Fernando Valley Chamber of Commerce will be hosting the 
event on Wednesday, March 29, at 7:15 am at the Braemar 
Country Club (4001 Reseda Blvd.). Pre-paid reservations 
are $25 for chamber members and $30 for non-members. 
After March 26, prices go up $10. Register at shop.
sanfernandovalleychamber.com/collections/calendar-
events/products/ncbregister.

 * Camp Los Encinos is prepping for their spring 
session, from April 3 to 7, from 8:45 am to 3:15 pm. 
Daily or weekly rates are available. See all details at 
losencinosschool.org/springcamp.

From the Desk of Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel
Friends, 
 I’m excited to share that 
our second annual West Valley 
Day of Service is confirmed for 
Sunday, April 30th.
 Last year, over 800 
people participated in this 
incredible day of giving back to 
the Valley by donating blood, 
packing homeless outreach 

kits, cleaning up the L.A. River, 
painting a mural at an elementary 
school, clearing a hiking trail, and 
other service projects. We expect 
this year’s event to be even bigger 
and better!
 Individual sign-ups 
for this year’s Day of Service 
will begin soon. Please keep an 
eye on a46.asmdc.org/events to 

RSVP and learn more about our 
service projects. If you have any 
questions, please call our District 
Office at (818) 346-4521 or email 
Valerie.Berkley@asm.ca.gov. 
We look forward to seeing you 
at the Day of Service on April 
30th! 
 Your Neighbor, Jesse 
Gabriel
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People in the News

 * Doesn’t it seem like the spelling of queue is laughable? It’s 
just the letter “q” with a bunch of silent letters waiting in a line.

 * Spiders seem to be the only web designers who actually 
enjoy catching a bug in their system. 

 * Teachers are quick to encourage students to learn to spell in 
this tech-dominated world. After all… AutoCorrect isn’t always write. 

 * The past, present, and future walked into a bar. Things got a 
little tense.

 * Isn’t this the truth?! Friend of the paper Allie Priore said 
she saved $213 yesterday by NOT going to Target to pick up a tube of 
toothpaste!

 * A politician, an artist, and a statistician are out hunting. The 
politician shoots at a deer and misses 5 feet to the left. The artist takes a 
shot and misses 5 feet to the right. The statistician yells, “We got ‘em!” 

 *For St. Paddy’s Day, what do you get when you cross poison 
ivy with a four-leaf clover? A rash of good luck.

 *Why can’t you borrow money from a leprechaun? Because 
they’re always a little short.

 * What falls during March but can never get hurt? The rain!

 *Finally, may your glass be ever full. May the roof over your 
head be always strong. And may you be in heaven half an hour before 
the devil knows you’re dead.

 Encino Man sweeps at the Oscars! Brendan Fraser and Ke Huy Quan took home gold at this 
year’s Academy Awards (Fraser for Best Actor in The Whale and Quan for Best Supporting Actor in 
Everything, Everywhere All At Once.) While the 1992 movie was a big break for both actors, both have 
expressed that they couldn’t have imagined they would be reuniting on Hollywood’s biggest night. After 
struggling with their roles in Hollywood, and both not acting for years, both Fraser and Quan had quite the 
return to the business...and have the awards to prove it! Even host Jimmy Kimmel joked in his monologue, 
“Two actors from Encino Man are nominated for Oscars. What an incredible night this must be for the two 
of you and what a very difficult night for Pauly Shore.” Encino Man may have debuted over 30 years ago, 
but these two prove it’s never too late for a comeback.
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STATE OF THE COUNTY LUNCHEON & 
UNITED CHAMBERS BOARD INSTALLATION

WOODLAND HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
21150 DUMETZ RD.

WOODLAND HILLS,  CA 91364
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SUPERVISOR KATHRYN BARGER 
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unitedchambers.orgunitedchambers.org

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum deposit is $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal/early closure. New money only, source of funds deposited into 
certificate may not be from an existing Financial Partners Credit Union account. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Rate quoted as of 02.28.2023 
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Visit your local branch at
6250 Topanga Canyon Blvd, 
(next to Susie’s Cakes).

The Valley Industry and Commerce Association (VICA) hosted 
their annual “Extraordinary Women in Leadership” event on March 
15. Keynote speakers and two panels discussed everything from big 
wins to big mistakes and the  challenges of being newly elected public 
officials. Moderators were Liza Gritzner, CEO of LG Strategies, who 
founded the women’s event, and Liliana Castaneda, Vice President and 
District Manager of Wells Fargo. Former Los Angeles City Controller 
Wendy Greuel and Cynthia McClain Hill of LADWP also made 
remarks.

Keynote speaker Julie 
Uhrman, above,  co-founder and 
president of Angel City Football 
Club said the “time was right” to 
bring a women’s soccer team to 
Los Angeles after women proved 
themselves in the World Cup, and 
laughed at how “three women 
without sports experience”  
including herself, actress Natalie 
Portman and other celebrity 
investors, put the team together.

Keynote speaker Julie Miller-
Phipps, above, President of 
Kaiser Permanente Health Plan & 
Hospitals said her start as a Candy 
Striper got her started in health 
care. She said she had to use  
everything she had learned over 
the years to work during COVID 
with her team, 72% of whom are 
women. “We are only as good as 
the team around us,” she said, 
“Lift people up when you can.” 

The panel of newly-elected women public officials included, from 
left, Los Angeles City Attorney Hydee Feldstein Soto, Los Angeles 
Community College District Trustee Sara Hernandez, Santa Monica 
City Councilwoman Caroline Torosis, and Pasadena Unified School 
District Board Member Patrice Marshall McKenzie.

The panel discussing “Big Wins, Big Mistakes and Things I Learned 
Along the Way” included, from left, Christine Vega, owner of Casa 
Vega, Lydia Shayne, founder and owner of DeLuscious Cookies & 
Milk, Martha Santana-Chin, Medicare and Medi-Cal President at 
Health Net, Laureen Driscoll, Interim Chief Executive, Providence 
South Division, and Doris Savron, Vice Provost, University of 
Phoenix. 

Students 
in the News 

Seton Hall University in South 
Orange, New Jersey, is pleased 
to announce Cameron Lloyd of 
Agoura Hills has qualified for the 
Fall 2022 Dean’s List.

Cosmo Callaway, class of 
2026 and Jerry Zuniga of 
Woodland Hills, class of 2024, 
along with Sophia Nunez of 
Agoura Hills, Class of 2024 have 
made the Dean’s List for the Fall 
2022 semester at Tufts University 
in Medford, Massachusetts.

Tyler Meshkinyar of West 
Hills has been named to the 
Dean’s List at Hamilton College 
in Clinton, New York, for the 
2022 fall semester.

Julian Grubman has been 
named to New York’s Purchase 
College’s Dean’s List for the Fall 
2022 semester. Grubman, who is 
a resident of Encino,  is studying 
Dance.

Lucas Valencia of Agoura 
Hills, a media arts major,  was 
named to La Mirada, California’s  
Biola University’s Dean’s List for 
academic excellence.
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The Return of The San Fernando Valley Tours
By Danrochelle Yumul 
 They’re back! 
After a three-year hiatus, 
the San Fernando Valley 
tours, brought to you by the 
team at My Valley Pass, the 
San Fernando Valley’s #1 
Visitors’ guide, returns to 
shine the spotlight on the 
local history and sites of the 
San Fernando Valley. 
 “It has been great 
to bring back our popular San 
Fernando Valley Guided Tours. 
My Valley Pass has created four 
unique tours to highlight what 
makes “The Valley” such a unique 
part of Southern California. No 
longer does Hollywood have to be 
the end of the line when it comes 
to sharing the rich history of Los 
Angeles,” said Oscar Urrutia, 
founder of My Valley Pass.
 The San Fernando 
Valley Film Tour led the 
comeback on March 12th with 
My Valley Pass co-founder, 
Jared Cowan, leading the three-
hour tour through-out dozens 
of the most iconic and hidden 
filming locations in the area. It is 
followed by The Sherman Way 
Film Tour this Saturday, March 
18th from 3 pm to 4:15 pm. This 

walking tour includes several 
locations for popular films, TV 
shows, and music videos filmed 
between Lindley Ave and Reseda 
Blvd will also be led by Cowan.
 “It’s nice to be able to 
stand in a place, a hallowed place 
that’s yours for that moment in 
time that you’re there. It’s an 
amazing feeling,” shares Cowan 
about his favorite part of the tour. 
“I want people to really get a 
sense of how much film history is 
here—beyond what they already 
know…I hope they get a sense of 
that from the tour. It’s a cool way 
to see the Valley and get a little 
more of the Valley’s history but 
through pop culture.”
 Rounding up this 
comeback on March 26th is the 
San Fernando Valley Brewery 

Tour, hosted by Cassie 
Angel, a former stand-
up comedian. This four-
hour, 21 and over bus tour 
visits three breweries in 
the San Fernando Valley: 
8one8 Brewery, Macleod 
Ale, and San Fernando 
Brewing.
 The San Fernando 
Valley Restaurant Tour, 
led by first time tour guide, 

Kym Dumore, food blogger and 
founder of Snacks and Slow 
Jams, will feature four historic 
restaurants: Cavaretta’s Italian 
Deli, Horseless Carriage, Los 
Toros Mexican Restaurant, and 
Cupid’s Hotdogs/Daglas Drive-In 
will be returning later in the year.
 The San Fernando 
Valley Bizarre Tour is slated to 
return in May. This tour visits 
crime scenes, hauntings, and true 
oddities around the San Fernando 
Valley. It’s definitely not for the 
faint of heart!
 These tours aim to 
promote the San Fernando Valley 
through highlighting iconic film 
locations, hidden gems, and sites 
that are unique to “the Valley.”  For 
more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit myvalleypass.com.

Photo: My Valley Pass/Jared Cowan
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California on the Brink of 
Becoming Uninsurable

By Tim Gaspar
 When Ernest 
Hemingway was asked how he 
went bankrupt his response was 
“Two ways. Gradually, then 
suddenly.” I am going to suggest 
that California is becoming 
uninsurable the same way, 
gradually at first, but then all at 
once.  
 When I first entered the 
insurance business in 2002 the 
only homes that could not be 
insured were those also used as 
a gambling parlor, built on stilts 
hanging over the ocean or home 
to a pet tiger. Fast forward to 
2023, huge parts of Hidden Hills, 
Calabasas, Agoura Hills, Westlake 
Village, the western part of West 
Hills, etc. are largely uninsurable. 
Obviously, insurance companies 
are not eager to insure a home 
surrounded by dry kindling, but 
now insurance companies are 
declining homes more than a mile 
away from the nearest brush or 
wildfire areas. What gives?
 There are two issues 
fanning the flames (no pun 
intended) of the current insurance 
crisis and these issues are causing 
a big headache for Californians 
well beyond home insurance, 
runaway litigation, and the way 
in which our state regulates 
insurance.
 The first issue is the 
litigious nature of our state. 
When the Woolsey Fire happened 
in 2018, a massive number 
of families were adversely 
affected, many of which lost 
their homes. For those families 
legitimately affected, most 
insurance companies stepped up 
and paid the claim. For insurance 
companies that did not step up, 
those bad actors should lose 
their ability to offer insurance 
in California. However, many 
insurance companies were 
inundated with claims that were 
not meant to be covered or just 
plain fraudulent. 
 One example is smoke 
claims for homes over 10 miles 
from the fire. We had home 
insurance customers in Van Nuys, 
Reseda, and Sherman Oaks file 
claims for a fire in Agoura that 
they only read about and never 
actually saw. These claims were 
often handled by law firms flying 
planes over the San Fernando 
Valley with a banner reading 
“Smokeclaims.com” or sending 
postcards to pretty much every 
homeowner within 25 miles of the 
fire. Insurance premiums are not 
calculated based on paying claims 
for nonsense and that’s exactly 
what these smoke claims were, 
nonsense. Insurance companies 
spent billions of dollars on these 
smoke claims alone just for the 
Woolsey Fire.
 The second issue 

creating a very challenging home 
insurance marketplace is the way 
in which our insurance market is 
regulated. 
 The Department of 
Insurance has the power to 
regulate rates on many types of 
property insurance for “admitted” 
companies, the power to ensure 
carriers are solvent and the power 
to step in when a claim is not 
paid. There is no question all 
three of those items are important. 
Insurance companies should not 
be allowed to price gouge, they 
must be financially able to pay 
claims and they must pay claims 
as promised. 
 On that last part, that’s 
all insurance is at the end of the 
day  - a promise. You promise 
to pay your premium and be 
truthful on an application; the 
carrier makes a promise to abide 
by the insurance contract and 
pay your claim for something 
that is covered in that contract. 
That last part is where carriers 
have been stung. Over the past 
few years insurance companies 
have been asked to pay mudslide 
claims on a fire policy, pay more 
than policy limits, or forced to 
offer or continue coverage in 
neighborhoods that have become 
just too dangerous to insure. 
Forcing insurance companies to 
continue renewing policies in fire 
prone areas will just make them 
unwilling to insure those same 
areas in the future.

 
 I think at this point 
you might be thinking, “Am I 
supposed to feel concerned for 
multi-billion-dollar insurance 
companies?” and that’s a great 
question. Indeed, you should 
feel concerned but not for the 
insurance companies, because 
they can just drop their ball and 
go home by leaving the state. You 
should feel concerned if you own 
a home in California because the 
problem is getting worse.
 Recently home 
insurance giant AIG left 
California entirely. Carriers 
including Allstate, Farmers, 
Nationwide and Liberty Mutual 
have pulled back significantly 
regarding what homes they are 
willing to offer coverage on, 
leaving many consumers stuck 
with buying the California Fair 
Plan or no coverage at all. Again, 

(continued to page 14)

The reality is in California in 
2023 we have significantly 

fewer options 
for not only home insurance, 

but also auto insurance, 
umbrella insurance, condo 

insurance, etc. 
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Sending out an S.O.S! When to Hire a Communications Firm

By Miri Rossitto
 E f f e c t i v e 
communication is crucial for 
success—no matter what industry 
you’re in, especially in today’s 
highly competitive business 
world. Whether it is reaching 
out to clients, customers, 
employees, stakeholders, or the 
public in general, the way you 
communicate can affect both 
your reputation and your bottom 
line. As an entrepreneur, you 
must know when to work with an 
in-house team and when to hire a 
communications firm to help with 
messaging, brand development, 
and overall image.
 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
agencies are often confused with 
public relations (PR) agencies. 
While there is some overlap 
between them, there are some 
key differences between the 
two. A communications agency 
provides a broad range of services 
related to communication 
strategy, branding and brand 
development, and messaging. 
This includes developing overall 
communication plans, creating 
marketing material, social media 
management, copywriting and 

editing, and handling internal 
communications. It also 
specializes in specific areas 
such as digital marketing, event 
management, and 
crisis communication.
 On the other 
hand, a PR agency 
focuses on managing 
a company’s or 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s 
relationship with 
the media and the 
public. They help 
their clients build and 
maintain relationships 
with journalists, 
influencers, and 
key players in their 
respective industries. They 
also develop media strategies, 
create press releases, and handle 
crisis communication, as well 
as provide media training and 
reputation management. 
 As a business owner, 
the biggest difference between 
the two is YOUR communication 
needs. If you need help with 
media and public image, then a 
PR agency is what you’re looking 
for. But, if your needs go beyond 
that, then a communications 

firm fits the bill. Remember, 
take your time searching for the 
communications agency that best 
suits you and your company. You 

want to hire an agency that aligns 
with your mission and vision and 
who can help you accomplish 
your goals.
 Hiring a 
communications agency is an 
investment in time and talent. At 
times, your business may not have 
the bandwidth to handle both 
external and internal messaging. 
This is when you call in the 
experts! There are a few reasons 
why hiring a communications 
firm is beneficial in the long run 

and they fall into these categories:
 I N C R E A S E 
BRAND AWARENESS: A 
communications agency can help 

develop a strategic 
and comprehensive 
plan to increase your 
visibility. They can 
help you identify 
the right channels, 
from media outlets to 
relevant communities, 
to reach and grow 
your target audience, 
develop media 
materials, and pitch 
your story to the 
press.  In addition, 
they can help you 

create relevant content as well 
as increase your efforts to best 
position you front and center. 
They’ll create a social media plan 
and utilize collaborations with 
other businesses.
 UPCOMING EVENT, 
LAUNCH, OR BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT:  Bringing in a 
communications firm to manage 
major events at your company 
is not only essential to getting 
the word out but also, spares you 
from using your in-house team 

who may already have a lot on 
their plates. Event management 
takes weeks and even months 
of planning, organizing, and 
execution.  A communications 
company can create a strategy 
around a compelling message to 
your target audience. They can 
also create a launch strategy that 
maximizes the impact of your 
brand or business.
 R E B R A N D /
REPOSITIONING YOUR 
BUSINESS/BRAND: Every 
business or brand goes through 
the process of rebranding and 
repositioning their brand to 
increase their audience, their 
impact, and even their revenue. 
A communications agency 
can help navigate through this 
transition. They can assist with 
creating a new brand identity, 
developing a messaging strategy 
that reflects your new direction, 
and communicating the changes 
to your stakeholders.
 C R I S I S 
MANAGEMENT: When facing 
a crisis, such as a negative news 
story, a mishap in messaging, or 
even a product recall, a quick 
and effective response is vital in 
enforcing some damage control. 
A communications agency can 
help you manage the crisis, 
develop a communication plan, 
and ensure that your message 
is communicated clearly and 
consistently across all channels.
 ESTABLISH A 
STRONG ONLINE PRESENCE: 
In today’s digital world, having 
a strong online presence is 
critical for businesses. Hiring 
a communications agency 
can help you create a digital 
strategy that includes social 
media management, search 
engine optimization (SEO), and 
compelling content creation. 
They can also monitor and 
respond to online conversations 
on your social platforms as well 
as analyze data. They can use data 
analytics tools to track website 
traffic, social media engagement 
and reach, and other metrics to 
gauge the success of your online 
presence.
  Hiring a communications 
agency is a smart investment for 
businesses, organizations, and 
brands looking to strengthen their 
communication efforts. If you 
are looking for assistance, Cowe 
Communications provides you 
with the services you need—from 
business and marketing strategy, 
social media marketing to website 
development and management. 
Visit our website at cowe.com or 
call us today for a free brand audit 
and consultation.
 Miri Rissitto is CEO of 
Cowe Communications. Follow 
them on all social @CoweOfficial. 
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A Medicare Advantage plan that does more.

Paul Davis

Calling this number will connect you to a licensed independent insurance agent/broker.

Paul Davis Insurance Services is a licensed and certified representative of several 
Medicare Advantage [HMO, PPO and PPFS] organizations with Medicare contracts.

818-888-0880
paul@pdinsure.com
pdinsure.com

CA licensed since 1984

#0669770
#0M47932

Get a FREE Digital Subscription to 
Valley Vantage, Warner Center News, 

Calabasas Enterprise, 
Encino Enterprise or North Valley News.

Email valleynewsgroup@gmail.com 
and say “REGISTER MEREGISTER ME” with which paper you want to receive!

Parents Prepare For 
LAUSD Closure Following 

Union Strike
 Families are preparing 
for possible school shut downs 
as a strike will be held by LA 
Unified School District union 
workers from March 21 to 23. 
 The union, which 

includes bus drivers, aides, 
custodians and cafeteria workers, 
are in stalled labor discussions 
and announced their plan to strike 
during a rally this Wednesday 
afternoon. 
 Members of the Service 
Employees International Union 
Local 99 are asking the district 
to use $4.9 billion in reserves to 
invest in the schools and to pay 
for a 30% raise. Individuals in 
the United Teachers Los Angeles 
(UTLA), which represents the 
teachers, could join them in 
the strike. The UTLA is also 
asking the district to pay $2 per 
hour equity wage increase. Both 
unions represent approximately 
65,000 workers.  
 While both unions are 
in negotiations, talks have been 
fruitless thus far and a strike is 
imminent. 
 In a statement sent 
to district parents, LAUSD 
Superintendent Alberto Carvalho 
said, “If this strike does occur, 
despite our best efforts to avoid 
it, due to the anticipated lack of 
both teachers and school staff, 
it is likely we would have to 
close schools – without virtual 
education – until the strike ends. 
We would simply have no way 
of ensuring a safe and secure 
environment where teaching can 
take place. We will give you as 
much advance notice as possible, 
but we encourage you to begin 
discussions with your employer, 
child care providers and others 
now.”
 According to the 
LAUSD, Carvalho has extended 
an offer that includes a 5% wage 
increase retroactive to July 2021, 
another 5% increase retroactive 
to July 2022 and another 5% 

increase effective July 2023, 
along with a 4% bonus in 2022-
23 and a 5% bonus in 2023-24. 
 SEIU officials are 
asking for a 30% wage increase 
across the board, while UTLA 

has been pushing for a 20% raise. 
Union officials have also stressed 
the problem of staffing shortages 
due to an “over-reliance on a low-
wage, part-time workforce.’’ 

 While a six-day 
strike occurred in 2019 due to 
failed negotiations, the schools 
remained open. With a strike 
occurring in the impending 
days, the possibility of schools 
remaining open is slim. “There 
is not one parent in this school 
district who wants a strike, not 
one. And while we aren’t budget 
specialists, we see a constant 
rolling out of new programs, new 
logos, acceleration days and other 
initiatives that cost huge amounts 
of money when the true value 
of our schools are the people 
inside,” the advocacy group 
Parents Supporting Teachers said 
in a statement. “This isn’t 2019, 
and we are tired and scared, but 
we know more than ever how 
valuable the people in our schools 
are, and we will support them.”
 Carvalho is urging 
unions to “negotiate around the 
clock” to avert the strike. 

Thousands came out to strike Wednesday afternoon to demand 
better working conditions in the schools. Photo: @UTLAnow

Members of the Service 
Employees International Union 
Local 99 are asking the district 
to use $4.9 billion in reserves 
to invest in the schools and 
to pay for a 30% raise...The 

UTLA is also asking the district 
to pay $2 per hour equity 

wage increase. Both unions 
represent approximately 

65,000 workers.  
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Absolutely Grounded with Conni Ponturo
Workout Anywhere, Anytime! 

Enjoy Access to Hundreds of Motivating Videos Including Pilates, Guided Meditation, 
Stretching, Daily Doses of Health and Much More on this Membership Site!

absolutelygrounded.com

Your whitest teeth.
Not in three months. 
Not in three weeks.

By tonight.

Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.

The revolutionary new way 
to whiten your teeth.

Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.

Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.

And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
Woodland Hills  818.224.2970

 ONEgeneration will 
be hosting a free walk-up food 
pantry every second Tuesday of 
each month, having started on 
Tuesday, March 14. 
 The walk-up will be 
held from 10 am to noon at 17400 
Victory Blvd, until supplies last.  
 If you are facing food 

ONEgeneration Opens Food Pantry
Is an RSV Vaccine 

on the Horizon?
 It’s an illness that has 
been dominating the headlines 
recently and soon, there may be a 
vaccine to combat it. Respiratory 
Syncytial Virus, or colloquially 
known as RSV, is a highly 
contagious virus that causes 
infections of the respiratory tract 
and causes more than 60 million 
i l lnesses 
each year. 
 While 
q u i t e 
common, 
the virus 
has surged 
as of late 
b e c a u s e 
not only 
has the 
infection 
a r r i v e d 
e a r l i e r , 
it has hit 
harder. Typically prevalent in 
the colder winter months, RSV 
spreads through contact with an 
infected person or by touching 
surfaces that have the virus on 
it. Symptoms usually include 
coughing, fever, and wheezing 
and while typically mild, RSV 
can be particularly harsh for 
vulnerable populations. 
 While almost all 
children will have had some 
sort of RSV infection by their 
second birthday, the surge of the 
virus recently has seen children’s 
hospitals overwhelmed with sick 
patients. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, RSV is the 
culprit of up to 300 deaths in 
children younger than the age of 
five. 
 Moderna, Pfizer and 
GSK (a British drugmaker) are all 
at the forefront of launching an 
RSV vaccine. The pharmaceutical 
companies have submitted their 
vaccines to the US Food and 

Drug Administration for approval 
in the hopes of reaching the 
market first. In total, there are 
11 RSV vaccines currently being 
tested and voted on as to their 
effectiveness, but it is a long 
and arduous process. Multiple 
advisory committees have to look 
at the findings, discuss the vaccine 

in detail 
and then, 
the FDA 
has to 
have final 
approval. 
H o p e s 
are that at 
least one 
v a c c i n e 
will be 
ready for 
the next 
flu season 
in the fall. 

Whenever it will hit the market, 
the vaccines that get approval 
will only be available for adults 
60 and older who are the most 
vulnerable. At the same time, 
clinical trials are underway 
to supply an RSV vaccine for 
children who are the second most 
vulnerable population affected 
by the virus. Like the system that 
was implemented for the COVID 
vaccine, the RSV vaccine has 
to be approved in adults first, 
analyze the safety of that, and 
then slowly move it down the 
age line. Unfortunately, while 
quite vulnerable, pediatric studies 
are slower and have to be more 
detailed.  
 Until an RSV vaccine 
is approved, individuals must 
take the usual precautions when 
dealing with any sort of infection 
by washing their hands regularly, 
covering their mouth when 
sneezing and staying away from 
others when feeling unwell. 

Offset Long Periods of Sitting
 It’s a commonly held 
notion that sitting all day is 
detrimental to one’s health. 
But it’s far easier to combat the 
negative effects than one might 
think, even if you hold a desk 
job. According to a study recently 
published by the American 
College of Sports Medicine, five 
minutes of light walking every 
half hour can help alleviate the 
increased risk of sitting for long 
stretches of time. 
 It has been known 
for quite some time that sitting 
increases the risk of chronic 
diseases like diabetes, heart 
disease and certain types of 
cancers, but there has never 
been clarity on how often you 
should be moving to foil the 
time spent sitting. The working 
scientific theory is that by sitting, 
your muscles don’t have the 

opportunity to regulate your 
blood sugar and cholesterol levels 
or even have much opportunity 
to contract at all. Light walking 
every hour was shown to 
reduce blood pressure in study 
participants astronomically. 
 If you’re still unable to 
get up and walk on the regular, 
scientists suggest doing box 
squats which include standing up 
from you chair, sitting down and 
popping right back up. Mobility 
limited individuals are also 
encouraged to stretch as much as 
possible, do side bends and even 
actively take deep breaths that 
use your diaphragm to move your 
ribs. 
 The bar for movement 
doesn’t have to be extremely high, 
it is just crucial to move your 
body periodically throughout a 
long period of sitting. 

insecurity and are in need of 
food, enter the parking lot 
next to the skate park (not the 
ONEgeneration driveway) and 
follow directions for food pickup. 
There will be signs that say “Food 
Pantry Entrance.”
 Reservations are not 
required, but you must have a 

valid ID with current address.  
For further questions, call 818-
705-6512.
 O N E g e n e r a t i o n 
is committed to providing 
services to older adults and their 
caregivers that help keep them 
safe and protected. They also host 
a farmer’s market every Sunday. 
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Road Trippin’ Up Highway 1 - Exploring California’s Central Coast 
By Kathleen Sterling

Heading north up 
Highway 1 you can feel your 
stress fading away. With the 
sparking Pacific on your left 
and green rolling hills to your 
right, the drive itself is a quiet 
vacation.

Our destination on this 
getaway was the Central 
Coast, and the little towns 
dotting the coast route.

First stop Cambria. 
This quaint village offers so 
much to a visitor. You can 
walk Cambria’s charming 
downtown from end to 
end, perusing its numerous 
boutiques, galleries and 
restaurants. 

Since we were on 
vacation to get away from 
work pressure, we had booked 
massages first thing at Vyana 
Wellness Collective. Run by 
a dynamic mother-daughter 
team, they’ve collected and 
combined all the best spa 
services available. This was 
more than a massage - it 
was a total experience! You 
start with a half-hour sauna, 
followed by a glorious dry 
brush foot massage, then a full 
body massage that seemed 
to go on forever, replete 
with wonderful surprises 
like hot stones, hot towel 
wraps, aromatherapy spritzes 
and more. It was the perfect 
beginning to our relaxing 
getaway.

Totally mellow, we 
simply had to cross the street 
to Robin’s for wine and an 
evening repast. Robin’s is a 
Cambria institution. The rustic 
restaurant with its beamed 
ceiling, heated patio seats and 
charming garden offers a mix of 
Mexican, Thai and Indian fare, 
all handcrafted from farmer’s 
market fresh ingredients. And of 
course they boast a great wine list 
from Central Coast vineyards. We 
ordered their special garlic bread 
to accompany a gorgeous spinach 
salad, vegetarian lasagna  and 
Robin’s Chow – pasta with fresh 
vegetables, garlic, ginger and soy.

Fully sated from our massage 
and meal we checked in to White 
Water Hotel. Directly across from 
Cambria’s famous Moonstone 
Beach, this boutique hotel offered 
us large comfy beds with fluffy 
comforters, a huge bathroom and 
stunning views  of the sunset over 
the ocean framed by Monterey 
pines.

We were surprised the next day 
with a complimentary breakfast 
basket, filled with a delightful 
morning offering - orange juice, 
bubbles and pastries. We shared 
mimosas on the Moonstone 
boardwalk before we combed 

the beach looking for the 
famous moonstone rocks.

Our early morning 
walk along the ocean 
sparked our appetites so we 
headed into town for breakfast 
at Linn’s, another Cambria 
favorite. The family-owned 
eatery has an extensive 
breakfast menu but we were 
lured in by their famous 
ollalieberries – a cross between 
blackberries and raspberries.

Linn’s started as a produce 
stand, then evolved into a 
pie stand and eventually got 
so popular they had to open 
a restaurant. Even after a 
beautiful eggs Benedict and 
farmers omelette we had to try 
a small piece of olallieberry pie 
while Aaron Linn told us of the 
restaurant’s 45-year history. 

The beauty of the Central 
Coast is its small town vibe, and 
the locals and families that live 
and work here. A visit to one 
famous local – and California 

Clockwise from top: The Edna Valley 
Wine Tour, rolling spring fields, mimosas 
on Moonstone Beach, Hearst Castle, blue 
corn waffle from Hidden Kitchen, sidecar 
wine tasting, Moonstone Beach Bar & Cafe, 
Sycamore hot tubs, ollalieberry pie, Vyana 
Wellness, elephant seal rookery, and in 
center Robin’s Restaurant and Madeline’s.

royalty – was our next stop up the coast.
Of course I had to visit Hearst 

Castle – home to a famous newspaper 
publisher. William  Randolph Hearst 
collected treasures from around the 
world – including the Hollywood 
who’s who list at the time – to what he 
called his “ranch,” or “Enchanted Hill.”

Our visit was made even more 
enjoyable with our third-generation 
tour guide, full of humor and insights 
into the building of the incredible main 
house and expansive gardens. After 
our tour we watched a movie of the 

history of Hearst and building 
his landmark at the large 
visitor’s center. We laughed 
as we caught a lucky glimpse 

of zebras grazing on a nearby 
hill, descendants from Hearst’s 
original zoo on the property.

Since animals were on our 
mind, we drove up Highway 
One a little farther to see another 
California wonder. The Piedras 
Blancas Sea Lion Rookery is the 
only one in the world open to the 
public. You can look down on a 
stretch of beach where year-round 
you can see up to 17,000 of these 
amazing creatures and watch their 
life cycle from mating and molting 
to giving birth. It’s incredible to 
see the enormous males fighting 
each other over a female a quarter 
of their size.

Touring Hearst Castle and 
inhaling all the fresh ocean air 
made us hungry so a quick lunch 
stop at Moonstone Beach Bar  & 
Grill was in order. Just down the 
road from our hotel and across 

from Moonstone Beach this 
casual restaurant specializes in 
fresh seafood – and their clam 
chowder bread bowl. That and a 
crab sandwich hit the spot and we 
were up for more exploring.

Central Coast means wine – 
and we were up to the challenge. 
Just minutes from downtown 
Cambria in a serene canyon is 
Stolo Family Vineyard. A restored 
1800’s farmhouse serves as the 
winery, and we sat and  chilled 
with glasses of Stolo’s estate-
grown pinot noir and chardonnay 
– cool climate wines, as Stolo is so 
close to the ocean. Glasses in hand 
we looked over the expansive 
vineyards. 

Relaxed and enjoying our 
leisurely pace we poked around 
Cambria’s shops before dinner at 
Madeline’s on Cambria’s Main 
Street. Their homemade French-
inspired menu paired with fresh 
ingredients made for a delightful 
dinner of mussels, followed by 
mushroom crepes, enjoyed with a 
crisp chardonnay. It was probably 
wrong… but the chocolate truffle 
mouse cheesecake was irresistible.

Highway One is dotted with 
small charming towns fronting 
the coast, so the next morning we 
dropped down to Cayucos and 
spent the morning browsing its 
antique stores (one of my favorite 
activities of all times)! We stopped 
to buy goodies from the famed 
Brown Butter Cookies Company 
to bring t0 those still slaving away 
at home.

Restaurants all along the 
Central Coast take advantage of 
the fresh produce and offerings 
of the area. None more than 
Hidden Kitchen, whose all-
organic menu of smoothies and 
unique blue corn waffles topped 
with savory or sweet toppings is 
a draw – evidenced by the packed 
patio and lines out the door. 

We motored down to the 
next little beach town on our road 
trip. Avila is another great place 
to wander and explore the small 
shops and restaurants fronting 
the beach. We stopped for an 
afternoon break of Morro Bay 
oysters and wine at Senor Lavalle 
tasting room. They offer not just 
oyster shucking, but charcuteries 
and cheese plates to accompany 
your tasting of their Central Coast 
wines. The terroir and cool climate 
produce chards, pinot noirs and 
the popular sparking pet nat. We 
enjoyed a crisp chardonnay with 
our oysters and their amazing 
house-made vinaigrette.

The ground here, however,  
produces not only great wines. 
We checked in to the Sycamore 
Mineral  Springs Resort and Spa, 
famous for  their soaking tubs on 
the hillside above the resort. Each 

(Continued next page)
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room also has a hot tub filled with 
the curative mineral spring water. 
We had a beautiful two-room 
suite with a fireplace overlooking 
the rustic and serene canyon. A 
soak on the balcony with a glass 
of wine was restorative. 

 We capped out the 
evening with dinner at the resort’s 
Gardens of Avila restaurant. 
Seated in front of a roaring fire 
we enjoyed the farm-to-table 

cuisine, with fresh produce, herbs 
and edible flowers from the chef’s 
own garden. We nibbled Morro 
Bay mushrooms and roasted 
veggies then dined on braised 
short ribs and shrimp pasta, with 
a decadent chocolate cheesecake 
to finish, all accompanied by of 
course, Central Coast wines.
 The Spa at Sycamore 
offers full packages with yoga and 
Pilates, a mineral springs soak 
followed by a spa treatment. You 
never have to leave the property 
for an all-inclusive vacation!
 But the Edna Valley 
Wine Trail beckoned, and we 
were off for an unexpected 
adventure – a sidecar motorcycle 
wine tour. That’s right! We 
strapped on helmets and goggles 
and got ourselves into a two-
person sidecar attached to a huge 
bike – and sped off to visit some 
local wineries. It seemed like we 
flew down the highway with wind 
in our hair and gorgeous vistas to 
our right, left and ahead. Edna 
Valley vineyards were spread out 
before us as we toured some of 
the local wineries.
 At Claiborne and 
Churchill we enjoyed the 
wines offered by the husband 
and wife winemakers, who 
specialize in whites, especially 
dry gewurztraminer. They also 
boast the first commercial straw 
bale building built in California, 
keeping their winery cool.
 At Saucelito, the 
143-year-old winery is known 
for its zinfandel with some vines 
stemming from Croatia. At Wolff 

we enjoyed the sweeping view 
of the vineyards while chatting 
with Elke Wolff about their 
chardonnays, dry reislings and 
pinot noirs.
 Dinner that evening 
was at Blue Moon Over Avila, 
featuring classic French dishes in 
a charming white-fronted beach 
café. For the cool evening we 
started with a traditional French 
onion soup Lyonnaise, followed 
by my absolute favorite  - steak au 
poivre, which did not disappoint, 
and a fresh wild mushroom 
ravioli. We topped off dinner 
with a delicious lavender crème 
brulee. 
 Every restaurant we 
visited on our journey takes 
advantage of the amazing local 

offerings – from wine to farm-
fresh produce, and it shows in the 
creative and delectable culinary 
choices.
 After all this amazing 
dining, we woke the next morning 
to walk the Bob Jones trail just 
outside Sycamore Resort. This 
“city to the sea” hiking, jogging 
and biking paved route winds 
through the valley along San 
Luis Obispo Creek towards the 
beach. It passes Woodstone’s 
Deli tucked away in the canyon, 
a combination country mart with 
great gift items, deli and espresso 
bar – great for a quick snack or 
in our case, an early-morning 
breakfast of fresh pastries and 
coffee. You can dine in the 
charming Craftsman building or 
on the patio overlooking the trail.
 We hit the coast road 
again as our Highway 1 road 
trip wound us back home. One 
last stop at the Avila Beach Golf 
Resort gave us a beautiful view of 
the Pacific from our outdoor lawn 
chair dining spot. Their casual 
public café, Mulligan’s Bar & 
Grill  next to the golf course, 
offers quick service breakfast and 
lunch – so after a lighter meal 
than we’d been having – delicious 
chicken wraps and lemonade – 
we were back on the road.
 As we headed back 
down Highway 1 to L.A. relaxed, 
happy and rested, we brought 
back a car full of wine, goodies 
– and great memories of our 
amazing road trip.
 For more information 
visit highway1roadtrip.com.

Every restaurant we visited on our 
journey takes advantage of the 
amazing local offerings – from 
wine to farm-fresh produce, and it 
shows in the creative and delectable 

culinary choices.
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A Resurrection Story
 Everyone loves a good 
comeback story…
 This one involves movie 
stars, horses, decline, and revival.
 It starts back in 1936, 
when much of the San Fernando 
Valley was slowly evolving from 
its agricultural roots. During 
the ‘30s and ‘40s realtors were 
marketing the northwest area of 
the Valley as the “Horse Capital 
of the West.” 
 Far from the glitz and 
glamor of Hollywood, scores 
of luminaries flocked to acquire 
land. Director Joseph Von 
Sternberg built a home on Tampa 
Avenue; columnist Louella 
Parsons owned Marson’s Farm on 
Plummer Street; cowboy Montie 
Montana’s ranch was across from 
the Devonshire police station; 
and Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz’ 
ranch was at Devonshire Street 
and Corbin Avenue.

 In 1936, film star 
Barbara Stanwyck and Zeppo 
Marx, one of the five Marx 
Brothers and Stanwyck’s agent 
and close friend, jointly bought 
property in the northwest Valley 
to develop a Thoroughbred horse 
ranch.

 T h e 
January 28, 
1937, edition of 
The Van Nuys 
News, reported 
that “Excellent 
progress is 
being made by 
Zeppo Marx 
and Barbara 
S t a n w y c k , 
owners, and 
Harry S. Hart, 
manager and 
trainer, in 
converting 127 
acres of fertile 
San Fernando 
Valley land 
into the finest 
and best equipped Thoroughbred 
stock farm in all of the Southland.
 “The property, located 
at the at the southwest corner of 
Reseda boulevard and Devonshire 

boulevard is ideally 
adapted to the purpose 
for which its famous 
owners purchased it.” 
 They combined 
their names and named 
it Marwyck Ranch. 
 Their initial 
investment of 
$150,000 and annual 
operating budget of 
$100,000 was a huge 
economic boost the 
Northridge. 
 In 1939, 
Stanwyck married 
actor Robert Taylor. 
Taylor had a tennis 
court built as a gift to 
Stanwyck, but disliking 
the long commute 
into Hollywood for 
work, they sold the 
6,500-square-foot , 
two-story English 
Tudor home.
 Zeppo’s wife, 
Marion, write about 

the Stanwyck-Taylor challenges 
in the April 1942 edition of 
Motion Picture World: “My pal 
Barbara, she was very happy 
at Marwyck, but the drive to 
and from work every day began 
to lose its luster. Especially 
when the rains came. After 

every rain, there would be flash 
floods, necessitating all kinds of 
unexpected detours between 
Northridge and Hollywood. Even 
in fair weather, she had to leave at 
6 m. and wouldn’t get home until 
8 p.m. That was pretty wearing.”
 Actor Jack Oakie and 
his first wife, Venita, bought the 
property in 1941 and renamed 
it Oakridge. She bred Afghan 
Hounds, at one time having up to 
100 dogs on the property.

 Oakie made 87 films in 
his successful career. He received 
an Academy Award nomination 
for Best Supporting Actor in 
Charlie Chaplin’s The Great 
Dictator, in 1940.
 Known as a comedian 
and a raconteur, Oakie loved 
entertaining in his Northridge 
home. In 1949, Shirley Temple’s 
21st birthday party was held on 
the estate.
 Oakie’s second marriage 
was to actress Victoria Horne in 
1950; they moved to Oakridge 
and lived there together until his 
death in 1978. 
 Thanks to her efforts, 
Oakridge was designated a 
Los Angeles City Historic 
Cultural Monument in 1990. 
She bequeathed the estate to 
the University of Southern 

California upon her death in 
2003. The university planned to 
sell the property to developers, a 
deal which fell through due to a 
recession.
 Unfortunately, for a 
few years Oakridge was nearly 
derelict, with vandals making 
off with everything 
down to the light 
bulbs and doorknobs. 
Wallpaper was ripped, 
the tennis court and pool 
deteriorated, and the 
garden left untended.
 O a k r i d g e 
seemed destined for 
the wrecking ball and 
site of a tract housing 
development. A five-
minute amateur video 
tour of Oakridge showed 
the estate’s state of 
disrepair at the time.
 O a k r i d g e 
was acquired by the 
City of Los Angeles 
in December 2009 for 
$3.35 million and later 
designated a City of 
Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument.
 Today, the entrance to 
Oakridge is a one-lane road off 
Devonshire. Two stone pillars 
stand as silent sentries to the 
property. 
 Oakridge is coming back. 
In 2014, the nonprofit Friends of 
Oakwood was formed and, in 
partnership with the Los Angeles 
Department of Recreation and 

Parks, is working to restore the 
estate to its former glory. The 
city recently committed $800,000 
toward the renovation and bit by 
bit, Oakridge is coming back to 
life. 
 One of the most 
impressive rooms inside Oakridge 
is a roughly 650-square-foot great 
room whose walls are painted 
with a 60-foot-long pastoral scene 
featuring English-style jumping 
horses.  Historic photos of the 
house interiors suggest that Jack 
Oakie commissioned the mural 
sometime between 1941 and 
1954 after removing the floor-to- 
ceiling original paneling. 
 Public tours are 
available; the next scheduled 
tours are set for March 25 and 
April 23. For information, see 
www.theoakridgeestate.org.
 Martin  Cooper, 
President of Cooper 
Communications, supervised 
public relations for the Academy 

Thanks to the City of Los Angeles and the nonprofit Friends of Oakwood, the property is 
slowly being brought back to life.

 Critics raved and the Oscars 
recognized Barbara Stanwyck for her 
leading role in 1937’s Stella Dallas.

Jack Oakie, property owner and actor 
in more than 87 films. Oakie received an 
Oscar nomination for Best Supporting 
Actor in Chaplin’s film The Great Dictator. 

During the ‘30s and ‘40s 
realtors were marketing the 

northwest area of the Valley as 
the “Horse Capital of the West.” 

of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences 
for 10 years; held executive 
positions with Disney and 
Universal Studios; and served 
as Chairman of the Board of the 
UCLA Film & Television Archive. 
An award-winning author, he has 
written four books, two of them 
on the Valley. He is currently 
researching his next book.



Summer Entertainment Series at Warner Center Park

ValleyCultural.org
Hotline: 818.888.0822

Warner Park · 5800 Topanga Canyon Blvd., Woodland Hills 
Lineup subject to change.

June 18  The Soul Band and Youth Weekend 
June 25 Dr. Wu, A Tribute to Steely Dan
July 4th Extravaganza with Beach St. A GoGo
July 9  This Was It - A Tribute to Michael Jackson
July 16 The Remotes -  
 LA’s Only TV Theme Song Tribute Band
July 23 Queen Nation - A Tribute to Queen
July 30 24K Magic - A Tribute to Bruno Mars
Aug 6 Funk Fest
Aug 13 DSB - A Tribute to Journey
Aug 20 Linda and Friends -  
 A Tribute to Linda Ronstadt
Aug 27 The Long Run - A Tribute to the Eagles

Aug 5 Top Gun: Maverick
Aug 12 Coco
Aug 19 Jurassic World Dominion
Aug 26 Turning Red

SUNDAY EVENINGS
5:30 PM–8:30 PM

July 4th Extravaganza is on Tuesday

SATURDAY EVENINGS
Movies begin at dusk

SEASON SPONSORS
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REAL ESTATE

Have a Hot Property in Encino?
First time advertisers also get 

accompanying editorial!
Call Us at 818-313-9545

California on the Brink Cont’d
(continued from page 5)
it’s not the insurance companies 
that are suffering from all this, 
it’s the consumer. The reality is 
in California in 2023 we have 
significantly fewer options for 
not only home insurance, but 
also auto insurance, umbrella 
insurance, condo insurance, etc. 
due to the same types of issues I 
have just laid out.
 I wish I could end 
this article with some words 
of wisdom making it easy for 
you to secure home insurance 
for homes in Calabasas. I can 
tell you a couple of easy things, 
like avoiding filing small home 
claims, getting an alarm system 

and a water shutoff device (which 
are all great ideas by the way!) 
Unfortunately, you can do all 
these things and still be unable to 
secure home insurance. 
 Hopefully having 
some awareness of the issues is 
a positive first step and if you 
get one of those smokeclaim.
com postcards, just mark it “not 
interested” and return to sender.
 Tim Gaspar is the owner 
of Gaspar Insurance in Woodland 
Hills and Simi Valley. He also 
has offices in Arizona and New 
Jersey. 
 To reach Gaspar 
call (866) 624- 4012 or visit 
gasparinsurance. com. 

(continued from page 1)
history of evolving from the idea 
that people working together can 
create better financial solutions, 
especially when as owners, 
members have a vested interest 
in their collective success.  Credit 
unions typically offer higher 
savings rates and lower rates on 
their lending products than banks 
do. Deposits held at a credit 
union are insured and protected 
by the National Credit Union 
Share Insurance Fund, which is a 
separate fund not associated with 
the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation for banks.” 
 Echoing that sentiment, 
“At credit unions, when you open 
an account customers become 
members and part-owners when 
they open an account,” Logix 
Chief Operating Officer Andrea 
Carpenter said. 

 “Our profits are returned 
to members in the form of better 
rates, lower fees, improved 
services, and increased reserves 
to maintain our unmatched 
financial strength. Deposits are 
federally insured up to $250,000 
by the National Credit Union 
Administration. Plus, at Logix 
Federal Credit Union, we have 
maintained a perfect record of 
positive earnings since 1937. It is 
our mission to help our members 
thrive, and we continue to help 
generations to reach their own 
financial success from their 
first car and mortgage to their 
retirement plan.”
 Financial Partners Credit 
Union CEO Nader Moghaddam 
concurred, saying, “By being 
very disciplined and focused 
only on the specific saving and 
borrowing needs of individual 
members and their families, the 

credit union has safeguarded 
its members’ trust.  Financial 
Partners is well capitalized, and 
deposits are federally insured and 
backed by the full faith and credit 
of the United States government. 
We are proud of our long history 
of financial stability through 
many economic cycles and to 
have been recognized as a Best-
in-State Credit Union by Forbes.”
 Variety is the spice 
of life and lucky for us here in 
Southern California, we have 
lots and lots of options. From 
many banking institution choices 
like Wells Fargo or Union Bank, 
to various other credit unions 
like Logix, Financial Partners or 
Premier America, there is plenty 
of opportunity to shop around. 
 Many small independent 
banks are also an option as they are 
more cautious about speculative 
lending. Daniel Mestas, Vice 
President of First Bank Woodland 
Hills weighed in on the crisis. 
“First of all, don’t panic.  The 
US Government has guaranteed 
deposit funds for those who bank 
at Silicon Valley and Signature 
Banks.  These banks were 
highly concentrated in a specific 
industry. Both banks served those 
industries well for many years 
but, ultimately, needed more 
liquidity and capital to persevere 
through a challenging period.  
First Bank, a community bank, 
is a well-balanced family owned 
bank, well-positioned to endure 
such challenging times.  Reach 
out to your bank manager for 
peace of mind.”
 And you absolutely 
should shop around. Just like 
you need to be prepared for 
earthquakes, you need to get to 
know your money management 
options and understand how they 
all individually and collectively 
manage your money. The 
more you know, the less scary 
everything is so arm yourself 
with knowledge. 
 Miri Rossitto is CEO of 
COWE Consulting. Follow them 
on all social @CoweOfficial.

Is Your Bank Safe Cont’d
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Many small independent 
banks are also an option as 

they are more cautious about 
speculative lending. 
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→ Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space 
→ FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.) 
→ Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available 

GET ONE MONTH FREE* 
* With a Year ’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability ~ Restrictions Apply Call for Details  

   16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From  

6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

gelbgroup.net 
 

Serving the Valley since 1971 
 

On Site Design 
& Installation
310.869.9079

CONSTRUCTION 
& HANDYMAN

SERVICES
Repairs to Remodels
Garage Conversions
From Demo to Design

Bercsi Development Inc.
Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461 After...

Record Producer Gotti Lands 
Deal in Encino

 Record producer Irving 
Domingo Lorenzo Jr., known 
professionally as Irv Gotti, 
recently purchased an Encino 
mansion in an off-market deal 
for $10.2 million. Situated in 
the guard-gated Royal Oaks 
neighborhood, the home was built 
in the early 1990s and recently 
renovated. 
 The white brick home 
has seven bedrooms and nine 
baths in approximately 10,700 
square feet of open-plan living 
space on 1.03 acres. Glass walls 
provide a seamless indoor/
outdoor aesthetic and amenities 
include a wine cellar, gym, library 
and movie theatre.

 An expansive backyard 
holds not only a traditional pool/
spa set up, but also two firepits, 
a sport court, a Regency-style 
cabana with a daybed, a sundeck, 
a covered dining pavilion and 
a secret garden. Additionally, a 
three-car garage sits in front. 
 While extravagant, this 
is not the first Encino house Gotti 
has purchased. Back in 2018, 
he paid $3.6 million for a spec 
mansion that he still owns today. 
 After recently inking a 
$300 million deal with Iconoclast, 
for half of all ownership of his 
master recordings, more mansions 
may be in Gotti’s future, after all 
he can certainly afford it.  

Photo: The Agency
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Sat Mar 4 | 3pm

Yamato–The Drummers of Japan
Hinotori: The Wings of Phoenix 

Sun Mar 5 | 7pm

Sitkovetsky Trio
Premiere by Julia Adolphe and pieces  

by Rachmaninoff and Mendelssohn

ONSTAGE SESSIONS

Wed Mar 8 | 8pm

Kariné Poghosyan
CSUN Alumni Concert 
ONSTAGE SESSIONS

Sat Mar 18 | 8pm

Charles Lloyd  
85th Birthday Celebration 

Sat Mar 25 | 3pm

Disney in Concert: Aladdin
30th Anniversary 
Thu Mar 30 | 8pm
Kombilesa Mi with Jungle Fire
The Language Lives Through Music

Sun Apr 2 | 7pm

A Whole New World of Alan Menken
An Evening of Stories and Songs 

Yamato

DRUM ROLL
PLEASE

Disney’s Aladdin
In Concert

Alan
Menken

Kariné
Poghosyan

Sitkovetsky
Trio

Kombilesa Mi
Charles

Lloyd
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