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Granada Hills
Resident Brings
Wizard of Oz
to Life

See Page 6

News in Brief
A Winter Wonderland Comes to Northridge

Give the Gift of Live at Blood Drive

Burritos or Beer?
Plan Your 

Holiday Party
at Los Toros or

Blue Palm

See Page 7

Give the most important gift of all this holiday season and 
donate blood. The American Red Cross will hold a community 
blood drive on Friday December 9, from 10 am to 4 pm at the 
LAPD PALS Center, 8721 Wilbur Avenue in Northridge. To 
schedule your appointment visit redcrossblood.org and enter 
sponsor code LAPDDevonshire.

Grass-Roots Protest Trying to Save Farmhouse

The Plummer House was built in 1914

Community efforts to 
save a 1914 farmhouse in 
North Hills continue as a 
City Planning hearing 
on turning the property 
into a school is set for 
December 20.

The so-called 
Plummer House is 
the oldest home still 
standing in North Hills.

The latest owner, 
Hamid Nourafchan, sold 
the two-acre property to 
Valor Academy Charter 
School, which operates three 
charter schools in the north valley 
and plans to build another school 
on the premises.

Community leader Debora 
Masterson founded the North 
Hills Preservation Consortium 
to fight the construction of the 
school. She met with Nourafchan 
in 2021 to let him know there 
was community interest in the 
property.

“The school came into the 
picture in 2022. The onus is on 
the owner - he sold without telling 
anyone even though he knew we 
were interested in the property,” 
she said.

The consortium’s efforts then 
turned to proposing the house 
receive a cultural monument 
designation from the city. In June 
of this year the Cultural Heritage 
Commission agreed to consider 
the house for historic status. The 
Los Angeles City Council has the 
ultimate say on the decision.

SurveyLA, a citywide historic 
resources review, designated the 
property as “very rare” and a 
“remaining example of an intact 
1910 residence.”

The consortium started a 
petition and staged a protest in 
July to save the property. 

They are now urging North 
Hills residents to attend the 
virtual hearing to argue against 

construction of the school.
Masterson’s goal is to restore 

the house and open it as a museum 
dedicated to early California 
history, and to turn the grounds 
into a public park.

“You walk in the door and it’s 
as if the Plummer family is still 
living there,” she told the L.A. 
Times.

Valor Academy’s CEO Hrag 
Hamalian has argued that the 
new school would shorten the 
commute for many of their North 
Valley students, who are primarily 
low-income and Latino. 

He has said that he supports 
the historic designation for the 
house, which he plans to use as 
administrative offices, and will 
build any other structures with the 
“continued motif and aesthetic of 
the house.”

Masterson says that is not 
enough. 

“Hamalian has asked us to 
compromise,” said Masterson. “I 
don’t see a way to compromise. 
We only have one park in North 
Hills. We don’t need another 
school. We need another park.”

Valor Academy however, has 
submitted construction plans to 
the city and is hoping for approval 
at the December 20 hearing.

“We still haven’t gotten our 
hearing,” said Masterson. “We 
have been waiting and waiting 

on the City Council for historic 
cultural status.”

As such, she has asked for a 
postponement of the December 
20  hearing, which comes just a 
few days before the Christmas 
holiday, when many are out of 
town or extremely busy.

In lieu of postponement she 
has also asked if the Consortium 
could make a presentation at the 
hearing, but has not heard back.

“It is now or never, all hands on 
deck to fight this abominable and 
insane idea of building another 
school when we already have 12 
elemtary schools in North Hills. 
The closest elementary school, 
Carlos Santa Academy, was built 
only seven years ago and is just 
around the corner. This is not 
about educating our children, this 
is about money and greed,” she 
said.

North Hills Preservation 
Consortium has the support of the  
North Hills West Neighborhood 
Council, which has written a 
community impact statement 
against construction of a school.

Council District 7 
Councilperson Monica Rod-
riguez has supported the historic 
designation, and actually 
requested $1.2 million in initial 
funding of the project, which was 
not forthcoming. She has not, 

Nighttrek Report: 
What to See in the
December Sky

See Page 15

Santa is coming all the way from the North Pole to 
Northridge!  Courtesy of the North Valley Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, Santa will be one attraction at the December 
10 “Winter Wonderland” celebration. The community family 
event will also have crafts for kids, food, beer, wine, music and 
gift vendors. There will also be snow! Kids (and kids at heart) 
can build their own snowman. The festival also includes a toy 
drive -  bring a new unwrapped gift for a deserving child. The 
event will be held from noon to 4 pm on the Rancho Cordillera 
del Norte Property, 9015 Wilbur Avenue. Vendor booths and 
sponsorships are still available. Interested businesses should 
call (818) 349-5675. More information is available at nvrcc.
org. programs.

LAPD Devonshire Pals Collecting Toys
for Drive-Thru Giveaway

The LAPD Devonshire PALS are collecting toys for 
the children of their youth center. Bring new, unwrapped 
toys, games, gift cards and cash to the Grieg Smith Youth 
Center at 8721 Wilbur Avenue, Northridge, through 
December 16. There will be a drive-thru toy giveaway 
on Saturday, December 17, starting at 9 am. Children 
must be present to receive toys at the drive-thru.

Do Good - Feel Good for Under $10
You can help a victim of domestic violence or a homeless 

person this holiday, with a donation to the San Fernando 
Valley Bar Assoication’s “Blanket the Homeless” program. 
For 25 years - and 50,000 blankets later - they have been 
donating warm, quality blankets to domestic violence and 
homeless shelters here in the valley. Founder of the initiative 
Mark Blackman told Valley News Group, “We don’t need 
actual blankets. We have a wonderful supplier back east who 
sells and ships the blankets to us for just $7.50. For $30 you 
can basically keep four people warm this very cold winter.” 
To donate send checks payable to VCLF of the SFVBA, 
20750 Ventura Blvd., Suite 104, Woodland Hills CA 91364.

(Continued to page 15)
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DECEMBER COMMUNITY

CALENDAR
Valley JCC will present a 

“Holiday Boutique” on Sunday, 
December 4, from 10 am to 3 pm. 

About 20 vendors selling 
jewelry, gift baskets, home goods 
and Judaica items will provide 
holiday gift choices for family 
and friends of all ages. 

The boutique will take place 
at The Village at Northridge, 
9222 Corbin Avenue.

 There is plenty of parking 
for guests of the Village. Items 
for sale include costume jewelry, 
fine gold and silver necklaces, 
bracelets, earrings, handmade 
creative clocks, tote bags, chimes, 
decorative bottles, Tupperware, 
Pampered Chef, girls’ pjs, 
luminaries, decorative walking 
canes, and handmade greeting 
cards. 

Valley JCC’s mission is 
to provide a home for social, 
educational and recreational 
programs for families and 
individuals that express Jewish 
values.

For more information, please 
visit valleyjcc.org or call: (818) 
360-2211.

Holiday Boutique
at Valley JCC

GRANADA HILLS: The Granada Hills Chamber will present their 38th 
annual Holiday Parade on Sunday, December 5, from 1:30 to 4 pm. 
The parade route is down Chatsworth Street from Petit to Zelzah. See 
drill teams, antique cars,  floats, Mr. and Mrs. Claus, a marching band, 
equestrian units and more. For more information call (818) 368-3235.

CHATSWORTH: The Chatsworth Kiwanis are presenting their 
Chatsworth Holiday Parade and Festival on Sunday, December 11. The 
parade begins at 1 pm at Devonshire and Topanga and runs to Mason. The 
“Hometown Holidays”  festival will be held at Canoga and Devonshire 
from noon to 5 pm. For more information visit chatsworthkiwanis.org.

GRANADA HILLS: Follow Jewish artist Marc Chagall as he paints 
in France, travels to America, and turns his talents to new imagery 
after World War II. With wife Bella fueling his creativity, his use of 
color becomes astounding.  Learn how to “read” Chagall’s paintings. 
Presented by artist and art historian John Paul Thornton, “Chagall: The 
Master of Spiritual Art” is offered by Valley Jewish Community Center 
on Wednesday, December 7, 6 to 7:30 pm via Zoom.

CHATSWORTH: The Chatsworth Chamber is hosting a “Thanksmas 
Lunch” on Saturday, December 3, from noon to 3 pm. The event is 
free to Chatsworth/Porter Ranch chamber members and $30 for non-
members. The lunch will be held at the Cowboy Palace Saloon, 21635 
Devonshire Street. To RSVP call the chamber at  (818) 341-2428.

GRANADA HILLS: The Granada Hills South Neighborhood Council, 
Granada Hills Rotary and the Granada Hills Chamber are hosting a tree 
lighting ceremony on December 2 at 6:30 pm. The  ceremony will honor 
Rita’s Tree and will be held at Zelzah Avenue and Chatsworth Street.

CANOGA PARK:  The Chatsworth Porter Ranch Chamber of 
Commerce  is holding a holiday book and toy drive at their December 
6 “Lunch and Give” event. Donate new books and toys for children 
ages up to 13 years at the lunch. The event will be held at Golden 
Hunan restaurant, 10334 Reseda Blvd., Northridge. Cost is $25 for 
members and $30 for non-members. Register at chatsworthchamber.
com. For more information call (818) 341-2428.

PORTER RANCH: The Vineyards at Porter Ranch will hold their tree 
lighting ceremony on December 8 from 5:30 to 7 pm,  accompanied by 
The Sugarplums singing holiday tunes. There will be snowy surprises 
as well as fun kids crafts and hot cocoa. The Vineyards shopping center 
is located at Rinaldi Street and Porter Ranch Drive.
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      COMMUNITYPeople in the News 

FOOD TRUCKS

SNOW AREA

TAKE YOUR FREE 
PHOTO WITH 

SANTA!

FREE HOLIDAY 
ARTS & CRAFTS 
FOR CHILDREN

OUR SPONSORS

d
d

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10       1:00–6:00 PM
WARNER PARK       FREE ADMISSION

PRESENTS THE SECOND ANNUAL

VALLEYCULTURAL.ORG

PERFORMANCE BY

WOODLAND HILLS

ELAINE HORN

THE WIZARD OF OZ
“DOROTHY” PERFORMANCES BY

NATIONALLY RENOWNED
JUDY GARLAND IMPRESSIONIST

A Porter Ranch resident and aspiring danseur will perform in the 
Westside Ballet’s performances of The Nutcracker this holiday season. 

 Fourteen-year-old Evan Hull, above,  is in his first year with the 
company. He will dance the roles of Nephew, Prince, Chinese, Soldier Doll. 

Hull is a sixth-grader and been accepted with a full scholarship 
to attend Houston Ballet’s Pro 1 Program. He finds himself humming 
Nutcracker music while eating, brushinghis teeth, and even when he’s 
in class dancing.  He loves the music of the Snow Scene, the Sugar 
plum pas de deux, and the music to the Russian dance.

Westside Ballet will present the longest-running Nutcracker 
production in Southern California. “The lavish performances, featuring 
both world-class professional dancers and pre-professional and student 
performers, are an ideal way to expose children to classical music and 
dance,” says Producer and Westside Board President Judith Meister. 
The Westside production features over 85 dancers, 225 costumes, and 
four lavishly designed scenes that have been updated over the years 
with new backdrops and accoutrements, but still retains the most 
beloved traditional characters and iconic moments—including the tree 
that grows, a firing cannon, and falling snow over a stunning corps de 
ballet. 

Performances will be held at the Broad Stage in Santa Monica 
Saturday and Sunday, December 3 and 4. Tickets are $50 at 
westsideballet.com/nuttix. 

Valley resident David 
Banes, left, an active member 
of the Filipino American, 
West Valley Warner Center, 
Hollywood and Chambers of 
Commerce, received the 2022 
Most Outstanding Community 
Leaders Award at the 21st 
Annual Gawad American 
Awards. 

The award honors the most 
influential high achievers 
and exemplary Filipino and 
Filipino-American citizens. 
Banes is an Ambassador for 
the West Valley Warner Center 
Chamber, and is  Vice President 
of Membership Acquisition 
and  Ambassadorship for the 
Filipino American  Chamber.

He is a graduate of El 
Camino Real Charter High 
School and  is an experienced 
auto broker with Onyx Auto 
Collection.

Douglas Weissman, above, 
is a Granada Hills native, 
published novelist, and travel 
writer. His seven previous books 
were for young adult and new 
adult audiences. 

His new novel, Life Between 
Seconds, was partially inspired 
by a visit to Buenos Aires when 
he learned about the Madres de 
la Plaza de Mayo and thought, 
“What if my mother was waiting 
for me to come home?” Another 
key moment was when he 
visited Frida Kahlo’s home and 
found two clocks in the kitchen; 
one frozen at the time of her 
divorce, the second frozen at 
the time of their reconciliation.

The book is available in 
bookstores and on amazon.com.
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Need to Pick Up a Paper? Visit These Merchants 
Northridge Library
Chatsworth Library
Nat’s Diner
Brent’s Deli 
Ralphs Markets
Vons Markets
Albertsons
Logix Credit Union
Jon’s Market

Starbucks Vineyard
IHOP
Soleil Hotel
Northridge Hospital
North Valley Chamber
Granada Hills Chamber
Handel’s Ice Cream
Porter Valley 
     Country Club

Los Toros
Ihop – Reseda
Whole Foods Cafe
Rosies BBQ
La Fitness
AAA
Northridge Urgent          
Aldi Northridge 
Premier America

Get a FREE Digital Subscription
to North Valley News

Email valleynewsgroup@gmail.com 
and  Say “Register Me”

to receive the paper by email the first and third Friday’s of the month
Call 818.313.9545 for more information

Get a FREE Digital Subscription to NORTH  VALLEY NEWS
Email valleynewsgroup@gmail.com and say
 “REGISTER ME FOR NORTH VALLEY NEWS !”

Word on the Street 
I could live at the library.
My mother and grandmother 

were teachers. My mom never put 
toys in my crib, only books.

My sainted grandmother, 
kind and loving but with acerbic 
zingers,  would often offer up her 
worst insult, “He’s a non-reader.”

So it’s inevitable that I grew 
up to be an avid reader.

History, fiction, mystery,  
bestsellers, biographies, Brit Lit. 
You name it - I’ll read it (except 
for science fiction which I really 
don’t get).

I have a bedtime book, a 
bath-time book, a book in the 
family room and a book in the car 
in case I get stuck waiting for an 
appointment. 

Books fill the shelves from 
top to bottom of the library we 
made in the old guest room 
(guests would come for two days 
and stay for two months - we had 
to nix that). 

There’s a little space next 
to the couch that holds several 
stacks of unread - and re-read 
favorite books. Under the end 
table is reserved for library books, 
of which there are many! 

Anyone who knows me will 
tell you that I read fast. I can 
devour four books in a week (Of 
course The Splendid and The Vile 
took about a month because a) it 
was very long and b) I savored 
every word about Winston 
Churchill).

So we’re out of room, and 
I read so fast that buying a $29 
book every few day isn’t prudent, 
unless I want to keep and re-read 
it. (My daughter despairs that I 
don’t  give away more to reduce 
the pile.)

Which leads me to the library. 
I can spend hours in the stacks 
just looking at all the amazing 
books on offer. I have favorite 
authors and can’t wait to find their 
newest  manuscript on the shelf.

There is also an amazing 

--------------------------------------------------From Kathleen Sterling 

service from the L.A. Public 
Library system where you can 
look up a book online (lapl.org) 
and order it sent to your local 
library. Brilliant! 

Kate and I use it often. So 
often that the lovely librarians in 
Woodland Hills just hand me her 
books when I go in, and hand over 
mine when she makes the stop.

I am proud that I raised a 
reader.  She’s also a brilliant 
writer, which I say not just 
because she’s my daughter. When 
I talk to students about journalism 
careers, I always tell them that, 
“To be a writer, you have to be a 
reader.” 

What you learn from 
books is more than stories; it’s 
facts, history, different voices, 
vocabulary. (One of my big 
regrets is that they didn’t teach 
Latin at my school.)

The library serves the 
community in many ways. Books 
are their biggest offering, but not 
their only one.  

 You can also stream e-books 
and audiobooks, music, movies 
and TV shows. 

You can book time on a 
computer, read a current magazine 
or newspaper. Do research.  Grab 
a book and read. Ask a librarian 
to help you find a book, a study 
guide, a resource.  

All libraries offer classes 
and events - from adult literacy 

to children’s storytime, piano 
concerts to craft projects. 

And it’s all free. 
All it takes is signing up for 

a library card and the world of the 
word opens up to you.    

I live by what Churchill 
himself said - “If you cannot read 
all your books...fondle them---
peer into them, let them fall open 
where they will, read from the 
first sentence that arrests the eye, 
set them back on the shelves with 
your own hands, arrange them on 
your own plan so that you at least 
know where they are. Let them be 
your friends; let them, at any rate, 
be your acquaintances.”

The following are our local 
libraries:

Chatsworth Library - 21052 
Devonshire Street.

Northridge Library - 9051 
Darby Avenue.

Porter Ranch Library - 
11371 Tampa Avenue.

Granada Hills Library - 
10640 Petit Avenue.

   By Ken Ross
  Toil for free for The City, 

caring for society’s discarded 
“should-have-been” pets, and 
you can get booted unjustly at 
any time. Tell the press about 
our inadequately funded animal 
shelters and you may find out 
that the First Amendment doesn’t 
apply to you. 

Unfeeling Larry Gross, 
President of  the L.A. Animal 
Services Commission and 

Guest Editorial: Shelter Volunteers You’re FIRED!
Commissioners  Olivia Garcia, 
Alisa Finsten, Jill Cohen, and 
Jose Sandoval don’t seem to 
give a damn whether our  shelter 
animals receive adequate care (or 
even no care). 

I personally attended a virtual 
Animal  DIS-Services meeting 
and never saw even the tiniest 
bit of compassion on the face 
of any of the Commissioners. 
They seemed to not voice the 

 • Plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures used to be such a taboo 
topic. Now, when someone mentions Botox, no one even raises an 
eyebrow! 

 • Does anyone else realize that true crime podcasts and Hallmark 
movies share a very similar theme: “She was new in town and didn’t 
have any friends...until she decided to trust a handsome stranger.” Ha!

• In light of recent trending news, reader Jerry Humes asks the 
question, “How do you build a multi-million dollar company?” His 
answer, “Sell it to Elon for $44 billion!”

• Ya gotta love the absurdity of some Christmas songs. A user on 
Twitter pointed out “The Twelve Days of Christmas” is completely 
unrealistic...who would still be accepting gifts after four days of 
BIRDS!!

• Yule love these holiday riddlers
-How many letters are in the Christmas alphabet? 25... there’s noel. 
-What does the month of December have that no other month does? 

The letter “D.”

• PSA for all the workers out there: We’ve officially entered the 
“Let’s circle back after the holidays” email season!

• My wife said her dentist told her she needed a crown. She was 
like, “ I know, right?”

(Continued to page 14)
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THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT YOU
.. .BECAUSE OF US.

COWE.COM
1-800-527-3646

V I C A ’ S  7 3 R D

ANNUAL
MEETING
Friday, December 9, 2022
11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sheraton Universal Hotel

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  O N

EARLY BIRD TICKET: $100
Reservations are due by Friday, November 11  
to receive early bird rate.

Members: $200 ~ Non-Members: $200 
(no-early bird rate available for non-members)

SPONSORSHIPS
For sponsorship opportunities,  
contact Yoko@vica.com or 818.817.0545.

End 2022 with a fun and festive luncheon featuring:

17TH ANNUAL PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
Miri Rossitto, Cowe Communications 

30TH ANNUAL HARMON BALLIN AWARD 
Scott Mills, The Garland 

44TH ANNUAL ROBERT E. GIBSON CORPORATE AWARD 
Amazon 

REGISTER ONLINE AT VICA.COM

P R E S E N T I N G 
S P O N S O R S C O - S P O N S O R S

By Miri Rossitto
With the holidays upon us, 

the inadvertent burn out from 
handling the hustle bustle in 
addition to running a business 
is a foregone conclusion for 
most.  Business owners and 
their businesses start running 
on fumes, meeting year-end 
deadlines while arranging to send 
out gifts to business partners, 
clients and employees.  Moments 
like this call for self-care, and the 
kind of self-care that involves 
more than a trip to the spa, a 
hike up a trail, or even a happy 
hour break.  Self-care for you 
and your business involves a 
little more investment in time 
and preparation before the year-
end madness strikes.  Consider 
these self-care tactics earlier on 
to prevent holiday burnout.

Be Prepared.  In any 
undertaking, preparation is key.  
The same goes with tackling the 
holidays - plan ahead.  Avoid 
the stress of making last-minute 
decisions.  Schedule any holiday 
closures in advance so deadlines 
are met effectively.  Inform clients 
and customers so that they can 
plan ahead too.  Schedule time off 
for you and your team in advance 
to ensure adequate staffing for 
the holidays.  Have contingency 
plans for both anticipated and 
unforeseen challenges.

Build the habit of taking 
breaks.  Incorporate breaks in 
the day-to-day operations of 
your business.  Build pauses in 
the workday.  Avoid back-to-
back meetings.  Allow yourself 
and your team time to process 
information, formulate effective 
action plans and catch up with 
tasks they need to accomplish 
during the workday.  Humans 
are not wired to always function 
at optimal levels 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.  Encourage 
employees to take breaks away 
from their desks.  If your team is 
working from home, encourage 

mini breaks to just stretch or even 
meditate.

Prioritize your people.  Your 
human resources are always one 
of the most valuable resources 
you have.  Make sure you take 
care of them so they can take 
care of your business. Schedule 
regular check-ins with your 
leadership team and make sure 
your leaders are also checking in 

with their teams as well.  For small 
businesses, have weekly one-on-
one check-ins with them to see 
how they are doing and what they 
are working on.  Respect their 
time boundaries.  If they are at 
lunch, on their break, or have the 
day off, do not interrupt that time. 
Give them that time to do what 
they need to do.

Be Mindful.  Always be 
mindful of your business 
relationships.  Practice gratitude 
towards your business partners, 
your employees, your customers, 
your clients, and your community.  
Expressing your appreciation 
goes a long way.  It doesn’t 
necessarily mean just during the 
holiday season—make it a habit. 
As mentioned before, this paves 
the way to building stronger 
business relationships.

Pause and Reflect.  Press 
pause and schedule some time 
to reflect on the year.  Evaluate 
accomplishments and challenges.  
Use this time to set goals - both 
short term and long term.  Plan 
for the next year.  Think of 
scheduling mid-year or quarterly 
checkpoints to see if you are 
heading in the right direction or 
even to reevaluate if adjustments 
to the current plan need to be 
made.

Go From Stuffed to Successful with These Business Self-Care Tips
Help others by helping yourself 

first.  As a business owner, it 
is easy to do things for your 
business, your team, and your 
community.  However, remember 
to lead by example and practice 
the self-care you expect from 
your business relationships.  Take 

breaks and set up time boundaries 
yourself.  By practicing self-care 
for your business, you need to 
ensure that you do it for yourself 
too.

Practicing self-care for 
your business even before the 
holidays allows you to avoid the 

whirlwind of the holidays - or at 
least minimize its impact. Don’t 
forget to take the time to breathe, 
pause, and create the best course 
of action for your business.

Miri Rossitto is CEO of 
COWE Consulting. Follow them 
on all social @CoweOfficial.

Business owners start 
running on fumes, meeting 
year-end deadlines while 
arranging to send out gifts 
to business partners, clients 
and employees.  
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16156 San Fernando Mission Blvd. 
818-488-1131

Open M-S 11 am to 7 pm
Closed Sundays

KABOB BROS
All Fresh Meats

Chicken • Beef • Lamb • Pork 
Ready-Made Kebabs

Lunch Specials 
Kabob Plates  • Lavash Wraps

Burgers 

Hummus • Salad • Baba Ganoush
Tzatziki • Grilled Tomato & Pepper

Grand Opening Special
10% Off Any Order Over $25

Show This Ad - Good Thru 6/30/22

HOLIDAY SPECIAL! LET US COOK! 
10% Off Any Order Over $25 

Show this ad - Good thru 12-31-22

She’s so close to 
the real thing that Judy 
Garland’s son said 
he’d never seen anyone 
portray Dorothy as 
closely in appearance 
and manner.

Frank Baum’s 
grandson said she 
plays it like he wrote 
it - more than anyone 
else has.

Granada Hills 
resident Elaine Horn 
is the world’s premier 
Judy Garland as 
Dorothy impressionist.

She first fell in 
love with the movie 
The Wizard of Oz at 
age five, then in high 
school was told she looked like 
Dorothy. In acting class Garland’s 
son Joey Lunt said, “I see the 
aura of my mother all around 
you,” which led to dinner with 
Lunt, his sister Lorna and Liza 
Minelli. Minelli said, “The way 
our mother chose to play Dorothy 
is how you are naturally.”

The Wizard of Oz is one of 
the most beloved movies of all 
times, and Horn steps into the 
role  so perfectly that she was 
chosen by Warner Brothers 
to perform in  the Storybook 
Wizard of Oz, which re-enacts 
scenes and lines from the movie.

She has toured with the 
remaining Munchkins from the 
1939  film, who cried upon meeting 
Horn, feeling as if they were truly 
seeing and hearing Judy again. 

She helped auction off one 
of the pair of Ruby Slippers, 
has opened 22 movie theatres as 
Dorothy, and performed at Hearst 
Castle, the Hollywood Bowl, 
Greek Theatre and Hollywood 
Palladium. She also performed 
at the Judy Garland Museum, 
alongside Mickey Rooney. 

Now obviously an expert on 
the life of Judy Garland as well 
as Oz, Horn also does Q&A 
sessions and celebrity events.

She brings the movie to life 
in her enchanting performance. 
With Oz stand-up characters as 
backdrop, she performs exact 
scenes and lines from the classic, 
while going through the Wizard 
of Oz pop-up book with children 
seated around her.

On December 10 Horn will 
bring her storybook performance 
to the Valley Cultural 
Foundation’s Holiday Arts & 
Music Festival in Warner Park.

Her performance will be 
followed by lollipops from 
Munchkinland and photo ops 
in front of the Oz backdrop.

Horn is paid well to do her 
shows and appearances, but 
once a month she “gives back 
to the community with this gift 
that astonishes people.” Horn 

wants to bring a mini Broadway- 
type experience to those who 
would not normally see them. 
The Arts & Music Festival will 
host children from the Boys 
& Girls Club,  and Horn said, 
“These precious children deserve 
top-quality entertainment and 
may not get it. That’s why I’m 
thrilled to do this show for 
Valley Cultural Foundation.”

She is also donating her 
proceeds from the event  “to my  
favorite charity, The Museum 
of San Fernando Valley. Their 
President, Michael Stevens, 
has been a joy to work with and  
inspired me to volunteer there.”

The  Holiday Music and Arts 
Festival runs from  1 to 6 pm. 
Horn will appear on stage  at 3:30 
and 4:45 pm. 

For more information on 
Horn’s Judy Garland as Dorothy 
visit elaineisdorothy.com.

Elaine Horn Brings Judy Garland as Dorothy
to the Holiday Music & Arts Festival

Granada Hills’ Elaine Horn is 
Judy Garland as Dorothy.

 The West Valley Playhouse 
will present It’s a Wonderful 
Life as a radio play. Directed by 
John Berry, the production runs 
through December 18. The play 
shows Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
pm and Sundays at 2:30 pm. 

The classic holiday show has 
an angel is sent from Heaven 
to help a desperately frustrated 
businessman by showing him 
what life would have been like if 
he had never existed. 

The acclaimed radio script 
version even includes the original 
old Lux Soap commercials. The 
playhouse is located at 7507 
Topanga Canyon. For tickets 
call (818) 884-1907 or visit 
wvplayhouse.com.

It’s a Wonderful
Life Radio Play
at Playhouse 

L.A. Zoo Lights: Animals 
Aglow is the Los Angeles Zoo’s 
all-new nighttime winter attraction 
that will transform its grounds 
into an immersive landscape filled 
with spectacular lantern sculptures 
of animals among blooming 
flowers, towering trees, and more. 

This reimagined, wildlife-
centric LED-lights display will 
feature over 30 of the zoo’s 
most beloved animals including 
giraffes, elephants, orangutans, 
lemurs, koalas, and condors, along 

with other charismatic inhabitants. 
The 90-minute stroll will 

take you on a journey through 
the animal kingdom filled 
with desert, garden, and jungle 
landscapes complete with larger-
than-life glowing sculptures, 
magical lights, and immersive 
exhibits in a dazzling display of 
light and color. Guests can enjoy 
several animated and interactive 
displays and numerous photo 
opportunities. These include a 
beautiful kaleidoscope of lights; 

glowing ring swings; a wisteria 
tunnel that leads to a light fountain; 
a cherry blossom-lined path; and 
a giant alligator, peacock, and 
bird wings for a unique photo 
opportunity; and so much more. 

Enjoy delicious treats 
available for purchase to warm up 
your experience like hot cocoa and 
churros as you take in the winter 
lights. Animals Aglow runs now 
through January 22 and is closed 
most Mondays and Tuesdays. 

Visit lazoo.org/zoolights. 

L.A. Zoo Lights: Animals Aglow Lights Up the Holiday 
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Take Your Holiday Party to Los Toros
It’s a Chatsworth institution - and at the holidays Los Toros is also a 

perfect place to hold your holiday party!  They have a room that’s great 
for private parties - and can hold up to 80 guests. For smaller parties 
the regular  menu is available; for large groups there are four banquet 
menus available. A private bar can be set up for parties of 45 or more.

Treat your guests to Los Toros favorites - from fajitas and carnitas 
to enchiladas, tacos and more. See the entire menu at lostoros.com/
banquets.  The restaurant also hosts breakfast meetings.

Corporate meeting? Take advantage of the room’s free WiFi, Apple 
Airplay and AV equipment. 

Los Toros is located at 21743 Devonshire Street. To book your 
holiday party or meeting call Nicholas Montaño at (818) 882-3080. 

Host Your 
Event

at Blue Palms
Brewhouse

The management at Blue Palms Brewhouse would love to host 
your next holiday party in Northridge! They can accommodate 
from 60 to 125 at the restaurant, and have a special event menu. 
They can also build something custom to fit your event needs.

The main Brewhouse menu runs from fish and chips  and lobster 
mac & cheese to grilled filet mignon and beef short ribs. There are 
also salads, sandwiches and burgers, plus a must for a brewhouse 
- sausages! And of course Blue Palm has over 20 beers on tap.

The restaurant is located at 8440 Balboa Blvd. To book a holiday 
event call Malinda Lenzo at (949) 293-6392.

Happy Holidays 
from your

North Valley News Team!
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Holiday Concerts Across the Valley

Christmas Jazz Concert in Granada Hills 
JS Floyd will perform songs from their debut Christmas album 

“Christmas Day” in a jazz concert December 17. The concert will be 
held at Granada Hills Baptist Church, 10949 Zelzah Avenue at 7 pm. 
After highly distinguished separate careers that collectively included 
collaborations with Holland-Dozier-Holland, The Supremes, Force 
MD’s, Jon B., Al B. Sure and New York’s Black Rock Coalition, 
brothers Jonathan (guitar) and Stafford (keyboards) pool their melodic 
and rhythmic genius as JS Floyd. Their success at spreading musical 
joy in so many ways truly makes the case for their desire to be known 
as “The New Distinguished Gentlemen of Smooth Jazz.” For more 
information on the concert visit granadahillsbaptist.org.

Male Chorus Presents “Count Your Blessings
The San Fernando Valley Male Chorus will present “ Count Your 

Blessings” on Sunday, December 4, at 2:30 pm at Shepherd of the Valley 
Church (23838 Kittridge St.). Tickets are $20 and can be purchased by 
calling Bob Banta at 818-888-8345 or by emailing buckeyerpb@socal.
rr.com.

Master Chorale Concert December 10
The San Fernando Valley Master Chorale will present “Holidays 

in the Valley” on December 10. Enjoy an afternoon of gorgeous 
singing, with brass quartet accompaniment from the LA Winds 
ensemble. Featuring Rutter’s “Gloria” and new arrangements of 
beloved Christmas Carols, along with originals such as “Hanukkah, an 
inspiration.” The concert will be held at 4963 Balboa Blvd. Advance 
tickets are $21-$25; under six are free. For information and tickets 
visit www.sfvmc.com.

Golden Performing Arts will present the Angel City Big Band in 
a “Holiday Blast” concert on December 17 (7:30 pm) and 18 (2 pm).

The two are thrilled to reunite after three long years for a joyful, upbeat, 
live celebration of the holidays. Come spend two hours of uplifting, 
family-friendly holiday fun and laughter at the Grieb Theatre at El Camino 
Real Charter High School, 5440 Valley Circle Blvd., Woodland Hills.

Big Band Holiday Blast will feature a delightful, high-energy 
program of singing and dancing, filled with Christmas, Hanukkah 
and holiday favorites, accompanied by the popular Angel City Band.

Tickets are $25, with discounts for seniors and students. Purchase 
ticket at goldenpac.org or at the door beginning 30 minutes before 
each performance. Call (818) 887-9178 or text (818) 429-5726 for 
more information.

Angel City Band Performs “Holiday Blast”

Enjoy an Evening of “Christmas Cool”
Valley resident, composer, pianist and vocalist Joe Rozum and his 

band will perform an evening of “Christmas Cool” at Herb Alpert’s 
Vibrato Jazz Club.

They will take the stage on Tuesday, December 13, with two shows  
at 7 and 8:30 pm. There is a $30 cover charge ($15 at the bar).

Vibrato is located at 2910 Beverly Glen Circle in Bel Air. For 
dinner reservations visit vibratogrilljazz.com or call (310) 474-9400.

Valley Cultural Foundation 
will present a Holiday Arts & 
Music Festival on Saturday, 
December 10, in Warner Park. 

The free event will feature 
food vendors, crafts, a free photo 
with Santa and a special show 
from “Dorothy” from the Wizard 
of Oz. 

The festival runs 1 to 6 
pm. Warner Park is located at 
Topanga CanyonBlvd. at Califa 
Street. For more information 
visit valleycultural.org.

Holiday Arts & Music
Festival December 10

DCA’s Performing Arts 
Division presents Walking In Our 
Light at the Taxco Theatre on 
December 3 at 4:30 pm. Walking 
In Our Light is a procession 
beginning at the Taxco Theatre 
with the residents of Canoga Park 
and surrounding neighborhoods 
who will gather and walk together 
as a united community. The walk 
celebrates and honors the light in 
each person, family, community 
organization, and business that 
created a safe and nurturing 
neighborhood for all to thrive.

 Under the guidance of the 
theatre director, Jon Lawrence 
Rivera, the community event 
will have moments of dance, 
music, and poetry representing 
artists and varied cultures of 
the neighborhood. Community 
partners include: the Office 
of Councilmember Bob 
Blumenfield, StrengthUnited, 
Alliance for Community 
Empowerment, the Boys and 
Girls Club, Child Development 
Institute, Canoga Park Women’s 
Club, and others. Procession will 
begin at 7242 Owensmouth with 
a community reception to follow. 
For more information and to make 
reservations, please email dolores.
chavez@lacity.org.

Walking in Our Light
in Canoga Park

December 3

“California 
Christmas” Coming to 

Northridge
The holiday season is upon us, 

so add one more event to your 
calendar!

Councilman John Lee is 
presenting “California Christmas” 
on Saturday, December 17, at 4 pm.

The event, a Terrell Edwards 
production, will feature a 
holiday concert with incredible 
musicians, supported by the 
talent of a local youth orchestra.

The concert will take place 
at Church Everyday, 17037 
Devonshire Street in Northridge.

Tickets are $20. Purchase 
tickets at https://www.eventbrite. 
com/e/california-christmas- 
tickets-451037985757.

Former Monkees’ frontman Mickey Dolenz and his sister 
Coco, both North Valley residents, will perform at a special 
concert in support of the Get Together Foundation which 
serves underprivileged children and families in the community.

Dolenz is best known as the vocalist and drummer for the 1960s 
pop-rock band The Monkees, and a costar on the TV series The Monkees. 
His sister Coco was a frequent guest on the set of The Monkees and 
sometimes a guest performer on the band’s records, singing background 
vocals. Continuing her own singing career, she often performs with 
her brother when not working at The Gelb Group in Woodland Hills.

The two will perform with “The Tribe,” a collective of L.A.- based 
professional musicians and singers who are socially inspired and 
perform annual concerts in support of the Get Together Foundation.

The concert will take place December 4 at Bogies in 
Westlake Village, 32001 Agoura Road. Tickets are $25-$35 and 
there is a two-drink minimum required with ticket purchase.

For more information visit gettogetherfoundation.com.

They’re Monkee-ing Around for Charity
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Imelda Staunton plays the Queen in Season 5 of The Crown.

Some Criticize The Crown
But It Still Shines

The current season of The 
Crown is darker, grittier and 
meant to reflect some of the 
worst times in the history of 
the modern monarchy. It’s a 
show meant to be digested 
and not inhaled and ultimately, 
won’t be everyone’s cup of 
English Breakfast tea.

By Katie Sterling
It’s been quite a tumultuous 

year for “The Firm.” The Epstein/
Prince Andrew scandal continued 
to dominate headlines. Literally 
anything surrounding Harry 
and Meghan was scrutinized to 
the tiniest detail. But of course, 
the most devastating moment 
of the year was the death of 
the Queen. A time many knew 
would eventually come, but still 
managed to shock the world 
given the aura of invincibility 
she seemed to exude. With that 
announcement came the grief, 
the shock and ultimately, the 
criticism.

Perhaps the component that 
got the most criticism was the 
intention to release the latest 
season of The Crown, the 
fictionalized Netflix series on the 
royal family. While it’s certainly 
had its fair share of drama both 
off and on screen, viewers (and 
personal friends of the royals) 
thought the release would be 
crass in the wake of her death. 
Why add insult to injury by 
highlighting some of the most 
difficult moments of her life? 
My argument: This isn’t the first 
fictionalized dramatization of 
the royal family and it certainly 
won’t be the last.

In its fifth season, The Crown 
continues to shine a spotlight on 
the headline breaking stories that 
have defined the royal’s reign, 
as well as the lesser-known 
relationships and insider drama. 
Personally, I have never felt 
that the depictions have been 
overly gratuitous or at all meant 
to depict the royal family in an 
intentionally bad light. Rather, it 
shows all aspects of the institution 
from the glamorous exterior to 
the grittier makeup of a monarchy 
that is not without its faults. 
What The Crown does so well is 
recognize that fans want to see 
depictions of notorious events, 
while also presenting storylines 
of lesser-known individuals that 
ultimately had such a big impact 
on the monarchy as a whole. 
Perhaps my favorite episode 
thus far of the season is episode 
three that focuses mainly on 
Mohamed Al-Fayed and his 
journey to the United Kingdom. 

After all, we know how the story 
will eventually unfold with Dodi, 
but it’s the steps that his father 
ultimately took that set off the 
chain of events years later. When 
you start each episode of The 
Crown, you never quite know 
the direction it will take, the 
year it will highlight or which 
characters will be dissected. 
Ultimately, it’s this deviation 
from a linear and structured 

timeline that is The Crown’s 
biggest strength in its storytelling.

Similar to seasons past, The 
Crown does an exceptional 
job of casting characters. Sure, 
some actors may be a tad more 
good looking than their real-life 
counterparts (cough, Dominic 
West, cough) but almost every 
actor impeccably nails the 
mannerisms of the royals they 
are playing. Elizabeth Debicki 
is eerily precise as Princess 
Diana and award buzz is already 
surrounding her performance. 
The only fault I have is with 
Imelda Staunton as the Queen. 
Staunton is an exceptional actress 
who I have loved in all of her 
performances, but somehow 
misses the mark as the leader of 
this dysfunctional pack. It’s not 
her depiction per se, as none of 
the prior actresses truly resembled 
the Queen, but more the fact 
that since the Queen’s passing, 
it seems almost as if no one 
could accurately fill her shoes.

The current season of The 
Crown is darker, grittier and 
meant to reflect some of the worst 
times in the history of the modern 
monarchy. It’s a show meant to 
be digested and not inhaled and 
ultimately, won’t be everyone’s 
cup of English Breakfast tea. But 
for fans of the royals, and the 
Queen herself, The Crown is a 
bittersweet drama that despite its 
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“Shine a light on the holiday 
season with your friends at Valley 
JCC.” That’s the message that 
accompanies a Hanukkah Candle 
giveaway on Sunday, December 
4, from 10 am to 12 noon at 
several locations throughout the 
San Fernando and Conejo Valleys.

 “Providing a box of 
Hanukkah candles at no charge 
to families in the community 
reflects our values and fulfills our 

objective of giving to others,” 
explains Jeff Rubin, Executive 
Director, Valley JCC.

Below are locations where 
boxes of Hanukkah candles will 
be offered: 

• The Village at Northridge, 
9222 Corbin Avenue, Northridge

• Arts Deli, 1224 Ventura 
Blvd., Studio City

• Brents Deli, 2799 
Townsgate. Westlake Village

Free Hanukkah Candle Giveaway December 4

CSUN Celebrates Opening of 
Film Poster Art Collection

California State University, 
Northridge will celebrate the 
opening of its Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association/Golden Globes 
Film Poster Art Exhibition on 
Sunday, Dec. 4. 

The event is scheduled to 
take place from 4 to 6 pm in 
Manzanita Hall, on the southwest 
corner of the campus located at 
18111 Nordhoff St. in Northridge. 
A reception and viewing of 
the movie poster art will take 
place in the gallery, which 
is located in the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association 
(HFPA) Wing of the building. 

Following the reception, 
there will be a screening of the 
Golden Globe-winning film “A 
Place in the Sun” in the Armer 
Screening Theater. Introducing 
the film will be Turner Classic 
Movies’ Noir Alley host and 

president of the Film Noir 
Foundation Eddie Muller. 

The current poster exhibition 
theme is “Global Hollywood,” 
designed to showcase posters 
created by foreign artists 
promoting Hollywood’s 
film noir motion pictures.

The 40 classic posters on display 
include artwork for “A Place 
in the Sun,” “The Conformist” 
and “China Town,” and feature 
such actors as James Stewart, 
John Wayne, Joan Crawford, 
Henry Fonda, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Robert 
Mitchum and Jack Nicholson. 

The collection is owned by 
Brian Light, a longtime collector, 
who lent the posters to CSUN.

The collection will be on display 
at the university for the next three 
years. Visit csunshinetoday.csun.
edu. 
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LOCATED INSIDE

16911 SAN FERNANDO MISSION BLVD.

GRANADA HILLS CA 91344

818-363-8107

WE LOVE OUR 
COMMUNITY.
The experts do, too. 

fairwindswesthills.com I 818 / 254-8119
8138 Woodlake Ave I West Hills, CA 91304

NAMED A 2022–23
BEST INDEPENDENT LIVING COMMUNITY

BY U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT

Move in before the end of November 
and receive up to $10,000 towards 
select one-bedroom apartments.

Join us for a tour and a 
complimentary meal.

Symptoms and Solutions for SAD 
Winter can be difficult on 

one’s health between the cold, 
the uptick in sickness and the 
dark shortened days. For many, 
this change in the seasons can 
lead to a form of depression 
that has been appropriately 
shortened to SAD, 
seasonal affective disorder. 

 SAD, or winter 
depression, causes 
individuals to feel “off” 
around the same time 
each year. So what causes 
SAD, and what solutions 
can help combat it?

Perhaps the biggest 
component of SAD is the 
shorter, darker days of 
winter where sunlight is hard 
to come by. Lack of sunlight 
leads to lower serotonin 
levels which ultimately 
affect your mood. Due to 
the change in daytime hours, 
your body’s internal clock 
is disrupted, which can 
lead to sleep deprivation, 
messed up melatonin levels 
and ultimately, depression. 

While some people simply 
don’t like the change in seasons, 
there are symptoms to highlight 
that can determine if you have 
SAD. Similar to depression, 
they include chronic fatigue, 
overwhelming feeling of sadness, 
trouble concentrating, sleeping 
more than usual and not finding 
joy in your usual activities. To 
hone in on if these symptoms 
are winter related, it’s important 
to ask yourself if you often feel 
better once winter ends? Do you 
notice a stark change in yourself 
when the weather changes?

While seasonal, SAD is still 
a depression that needs to be 
identified and treated. The first 
step is to recognize that you may 
suffer from seasonal affective 
disorder and to schedule an 

appointment with your doctor. 
There is a broad range of mental 
health wellness tools that can be 
utilized to combat symptoms but, 
there are also a few simple steps 
to get out of your seasonal shell.  

First and foremost, get as 
much extra sunlight as you can. 
Whether that means taking a 
lunchtime stroll, rearranging 
your work setup to allow more 
sun exposure or taking a few 
breaks a day to get outside for 
some fresh air and sunshine. 

  Additionally, exercise is 

crucial in easing symptoms as 
endorphin release is beneficial 
for both the body and the brain. 
While it doesn’t have to be 
strenuous, it is key to move 
your body for a little bit every 

day. A simple walk, yoga 
to relive stress or anything 
that gets you up and moving.  

 Lastly, good sleep 
hygiene is imperative for 
your body to function 
appropriately in all aspects 
of your life, mentally and 
physically. Keep a routine 
in which you fall asleep and 
wake at approximately the 
same time every day. Limit 
caffeine and screen time 
before bed as both limit the 
brain from shutting down 
easily. While those with SAD 
may find that napping aids 
with stress, napping too long 
can throw off your circadian 
rhythm. Aim for only 20 
to 30 minutes and ideally 
halfway in the day so it’s not 
too close to when you wake 
up or go to sleep for the day. 

Talking with your doctor is 
the starting point to determine 
which solutions may benefit 
you the most to combat SAD. 
If symptoms are more severe, a 
doctor may be able to prescribe 
antidepressants, light therapy, 
Vitamin D supplements or even 
cognitive behavioral therapy. 

ONEgeneration invites those looking to add another name to their 
holiday gifting list to “adopt” a senior this season. When you contact 
the non-profit, you will receive a profile of a homebound senior in 
the local community that currently receives delivered meals from 
ONEgeneration. The profile will include a brief bio and a small list of 
items that they require such as slippers or soap, as well as a “luxury” 
item such as chocolate or other favorites so the gift can be personalized 
to each senior. Those interested in “adopting” are asked to email 
volunteer@onegeneration.org. 

Adopt a Senior This Holiday
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Having surgery is a big decision. That’s why Dignity Health – Northridge Hospital Medical 
Center specializes in minimally invasive, robotic procedures that offer benefits over traditional 
surgery, including greater precision and smaller incisions. But most of all, you’ll heal more 
comfortably and get on with enjoying all the big things your body is meant to do—with as 
little impact as possible. Learn more at dignityhealth.org/northridge/robotics.

 Get back in action.  
 Faster.

Minimally Invasive Surgery

Health Perspectives

What Went Wrong? 
Diet Soda Making You Fatter! 

By Janey M. Rifkin
A typical 12-ounce cola 

contains about 10 teaspoons of 
sugar, which exceeds the full 
daily allowance of sugar on a 
healthy diet. 

Then there’s diet 
soda which people 
latched onto - and 
then they kept getting 
fatter! 

One possible 
answer is that 
sugar is addictive, 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y 
and possibly 
physiologically, and 
the more sugar you 
take in, especially in 
high quantities all at 
once (which occurs 
with soft drinks), the 
greater the power of 
the addiction.

This leads us to diet drinks. 
So, what goes wrong  - it’s the 
proverbial “calories in versus 
calories out” argument. When 
the “out” calories are greater, you 
enter a negative calorie balance 
and should lose body fat. So what 
went wrong? The answer may be 
found in the body’s response to 
insulin.

Recent research indicates 
chronic use of diet soft drinks 
can alter certain bacteria in the 
gastro-intestinal tract which can 
contribute to insulin resistance. 

Then, excess body fatness, 
especially around 
the mid-section is 
the prime factor in 
insulin resistance. 
The blood 
sugar (glucose) 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
suddenly spikes 
upward as sugar 
rushes from quick 
digestion into the 
blood stream, a 
powerful insulin 
response from the 
pancreas gland to 
move sugar into 
the cells.

Over time, 
this could contribute to increased 
body fatness that, in turn, could 
lead to prediabetes and ultimately 
to Type 2 diabetes. Thus neither 
choice of soft drink is good. A 
healthy alternative like drinking 
water is a much better way to go.

Janey Rifkin is a syndicated 
writer and longtime Health 
Editor of the Valley News Group.
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$5/sq. ft. 

ladwp.com/landscaping

Rebate Increased

Replace your 
lawn with 
sustainable 
landscaping.

 A groundbreaking ceremony 
was held November 7 in Canoga 
Park for a new entry pavilion to 
the Los Angeles River Greenway.

The pavilion is located on city-
owned land on the north side of the 
channel at the corner of Alabama 
Avenue and Bassett Street. 

The Headwaters is named for 
its location at the confluence of 
Arroyo Calabasas and Bell Creek 
- the headwaters of the L.A. River.

Architect Frank Gehry 
and landscape architecture 
firm Olin are designing the 
project which will mark the 
entry to the 51-mile waterway.

The new pavilion consists of 
two buildings framing an entrance 

Frank Gehry-Designed Headwaters Pavilion 
Breaks Ground at L.A. River 

to the river greenway, each 
featuring public restrooms. There 
will be a shade canopy displaying 
public art, as well as picnic tables, 
bike racks and drinking fountains.

The Headwaters Pavilion 
is one of the first projects built 
using design guidelines from 
the County River Master Plan, 

which calls for new design of 
open spaces along the corridor. 

The County wants to create a 
multi-use path along the river way 
with the cities that line the path 
of the river, making investment 
in new open space to beautify 
the existing original concrete 
channel.

LADWP Offers $5/Foot to Replace Your Lawn
It’s brown anyway! An increase to the Los Angeles Department 

of Water and Power (LADWP)’s turf replacement rebate now 
pays residential and commercial customers $5 per square foot 
when they replace their lawns with sustainable landscaping

Application  pre-approval is required before starting any turf 
replacement project.

Visit ladwp.com/landscaping.

The Frank Gehry design for the Headwaters Pavilion.

Volunteers Needed for North Valley Cleanups
Volunteers Cleaning Communities, the non-profit 

dedicated to cleaning up the valley, and particularly the north 
valley, is seeking volunteers for its December clean-up days.

Founder Jill Mather says the volunteers have become friends and 
have fun during the clean-ups, then go for coffee afterwards. “We have 
our regular volunteers, but each week we have new people come join 
the effort,” she told Valley News Group.

December dates include  Saturday, December 3, at Porter Ranch 
Drive and the 118 Freeway. Volunteers will meet at 8:30 am at the Park 
and Ride on the southwest side of Porter Ranch Drive off the Porter 
Ranch Drive exit.

On Sunday, December 4 volunteers are needed to carry banners in 
front of the floats in the Granada Hills Holiday Parade and then walk 
the parade route and pick up trash. Meet at noon at Chatsworth Street 
and Petit.

The December 6 clean-up will be at the Van Nuys Airport area. 
Meet at the Home Depot parking lot at 8:30 am. The Mason train 
tracks area is the focus on Wednesday December 7. Park on the west 
side of the street on Mason just south of the train tracks at 8:30 am.

Volunteers are needed December 8 to clean up the Canoga Bike 
Path area near the Orange Line. Park in the lot of Valley Flooring 
Outlet at 7941 Canoga Avenue at 8:30 am.

Saturday, December 10 the crew is back at the 118 Freeway at 
Balboa. Park in the Granada Hills Church parking lot on Index and 
Balboa at 8:30 am.

With each scheduled clea- up, look for volunteers in yellow vests to 
check in. For more information visit volunteerscleaningcommunities.
com.

Volunteers Cleaning Communities is a community-based nonprofit 
501c3 organization focused on helping make the world around us a 
better, cleaner, environmental friendly, litter-free place. With the help 
of amazing community volunteers, they organize cleaning events 
to clean our local streets of litter and through the Adopt A Highway 
Program clean a 3 1/2 mile section of the 118 Freeway. They also clean 
illegal dumping sites, abandoned homeless camps, a section of the LA 
River Sepulveda Basin (Haskell Creek) and various train tracks.
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slightest bit of caring for the seriously 
over-burdened  shelter workers or the 
unfortunate overcrowded, caged shelter 
animals. 

Being flabbergasted by the  complete 
lack of compassion, I surprised myself 
by speaking out and voicing my disgust 
for this Board’s callousness.

   All L.A. City Council Members 
must know that they haven’t adequately 
staffed L.A.’s eight underfunded  
shelters, right? In a North Valley News 
recent editorial, I demonstrated how 
obvious that was. So, how on earth can 
wonderful, caring shelter volunteers 
like Jan Bunker and others get fired 
for being legitimate whistleblowers? 
Sounds both unethical and illegal, 
right? If it wasn’t so sad how the poor 
animals get mistreated, Mr. Gross’ 
gross incompetence would be a joke.

  Fortunately, the recent threat of 
a righteous lawsuit forced the City to 
hopefully correct its future response  
to such invaluable whistleblowers. 
Supposedly, the First Amendment may 
be in play finally. However, as of this  
printing, the injustice to the axed shelter 
volunteers has not been corrected. So, 
shelter animals remain neglected, partly 
because wonderful willing volunteers 
aren’t allowed to help for free.

Bottom line:  The entire L.A. City 
Animal “DIS-Services” Commission 
ought to be fired!

I’ve never seen such a smug group 
of officials, who care less about 
animal welfare than these  unfeeling 
pencil pushers. If Karen Bass wants 
to be beloved, firing Larry Gross 
and his whole insensitive bunch 
of heartless bureaucrats should 
be her very first task as mayor.

Be thoughtful, be democratic, be of 
ken.*

*“ken”: defined as “range of 
knowledge or understanding.”

Guest Editorial:
Animal Shelter Volunteers Fired
(Continued from page 4)

Don’t Be a Statistic!
California Top in Holiday Burglaries 

In a recent report on holiday burglaries, California came out as 
the #4 state most likely to experience burglaries during the holiday 
season versus any other time of year. 

All crime statistics were taken from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s Crime Data Explorer. All analyses and charts are 
based on residential burglaries only. All burglaries taking place in 
the month of December were deemed “holiday burglaries”. 

The study found that 83,000 burglaries occurred during the 
holiday period last year. Crimes during holidays account for 8.1% 
of all crimes committed throughout the year

An estimated $130.5 million in value was lost to holiday 
burglaries in 2021. The average dollar amount for a holiday burglary 
is $2,891 – 5% higher than the average on other days ($2,740), 
with jewelry, computers and furs being 10% more likely to be 
stolen during the holiday season than during other times of the year

All findings from the report can be found at https://porch.com/
advice/burglary-hotspots-study-2022.

The L.A. County Treasurer and Tax Collector reminds property 
owners that the first installment of the 2022-23 Annual Secured 
Property Taxes becomes delinquent if not received by 5 pm Pacific 
Time or United States Postal Service (USPS) postmarked on or 
before Monday, December 12, 2022. This is two days later than the 
traditional delinquency date of December 10, as this date falls on a 
Saturday in 2022. “To avoid late penalties, property owners should 
not wait until the last day to make payment; please pay early” says 
Treasurer and Tax Collector Knox.

Knox advised, “Property owners may find it difficult to reach 
us on the telephone. They may obtain answers to the great majority 
of their questions, including how to request a copy of a property tax 
bill, obtain the amount due on any property, or find the tax payment 
history for the past three fiscal tax years on the Los Angeles County 
Property Tax Portal at propertytax.lacounty.gov. Property owners 
may also submit their inquiries at ttc.lacounty.gov/public-inquiries 
or call the toll-free Property Tax Information Line at 1 (888) 807-
2111, where automated information is available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.”

Property Taxes Due December 12 This Year Where Membership Matters

√ Touch Base Tuesdays
√ Link Luncheons
√ Chamber Board Meetings
√ Ribbon Cuttings & Networking

Join Today! Call 818.341.2428
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Oh by the way...
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By Neill Simmons
The highlight of December 

is the conjunction of the Moon 
and the red planet Mars on 
Wednesday, the 7th.    Make sure 
to be outside after 5:12 pm when 
it will be dark.  Look east to see 
the Moon and Mars appear to be 
very close to each other.  Slowly 
the Moon will move towards 
Mars and as the night goes on, 
the Moon will move slowly to the 
other side of Mars by 8:13 pm.  
This will be a great sight!

On Tuesday, December 13, 
one of the best meteor showers of 
the year will occur.  This event is 
worth sitting out in the cold night 
until midnight when the Moon 
rises in the east and brings too 
much light.  
Make sure 
to wear 
a warm 
outfit and 
maybe get 
cozy under 
a couple 
of blankets 
too.  We 
will be 
l o o k i n g 
south.

E v e r y 
night in December, the planet 
Jupiter is a bright beacon directly 
overhead. Jupiter is in the Zodiac 
constellation of Aries.  Make sure 
to look to the right of Jupiter to 
see the planet Saturn located 
in the Zodiac constellation of 
Capricorn.  

The longest night of the year, 
December 21, brings the return of 
the Winter Solstice.  In addition, 
on that night two of our planets, 
Venus and Mercury, show up 
very low in west.  Binoculars will 
help you spot Venus and above it 
will be Mercury. 

The full Moon of December 
will be on the 7th.  It’s 
appropriately named “the Cold 
Moon.” By December 29 the 
beautiful thin crescent Moon is 
low in the west.

One of the great sights is 
the Pleiades Star Cluster in the 

Look for the Pleiades star cluster.

Nighttrek Report:
What to See in the December Sky

east.  Also known as “The Seven 
Sisters,” the Pleiades is one of the 
brightest star clusters even though 
it is over 444 light years away!  As 
a reminder, a light year is a large 
unit of length used to express 
astronomical distances.  It is 
how fast light travels in one year, 
which is 5.88 TRILLION miles. 

Notice six bright stars 
not seven as the name states.   
Current thinking is that  one of 
the bright stars blew up many 
years ago.  Right now Mars is 
very close to this star cluster.

FUN FACT:  Subaru honors 
the Pleiades with its hood 
ornament of six stars.  The word 
“Subaru” means Pleiades in 
Japanese. 

Space 
N e w s :  
A small 
asteroid, 
the size 
of a car, 
lit up the 
sky over 
L a k e 
Erie and 
hit some-
where in 
C a n a d a 
t h i s 

past November.  Thousands of 
people witnessed this event and 
called it in to the authorities.  The 
Canadians are still looking for this 
big rock which may have broken 
up into smaller meteorites when 
hurling through our atmosphere.

Vandenberg Space Force Base 
is planning to shoot four rockets 
in December.  Two will be at night 
so make a note on your calendar 
to see them being launched.   One 
will be on December 15 in the 
early morning at 3:46 am. The next 
one is on Wednesday,  December 
28,  at 10:58 pm, which is a 
much better time for most of us.

When not stargazing, Neill 
Simmons is a Wealth Advisor 
with LPL Financial in Woodland 
Hills. If you have any astronomy 
or financial questions, he may be 
reached at (818) 936-2626 or at 
neill.simmons@lpl.com.

however, publicly supported a 
park versus a school.

If the designation is approved, 
Masterson has offered to start a 
non-profit and raise grant money 
for the park. 

(Continued from page 1)

Local Group Fights to Preserve Historic House 
Masterson is urging residents 

to write a letter to Esther Ann 
at L.A. City Planning (200 N. 
Spring St., Room 763, L.A. 
90012),) or attend the hearing on 
December 20 @ 1pm on Zoom. 

(https://zoom.us Meeting ID 
89649323755 passcode: 720890).

Editor’s Note: Hamalian 
did not return our requests for 
an interview on the upcoming 
hearing.
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ARITZIA  •  LEVI’S  •  LOUIS VUITTON  •  SALVATORE FERRAGAMO

LARSEN’S STEAKHOUSE  •  PICKLES & SWISS  •  and more

THE SEASON’S BEST SHOPPING AND DINING

WESTFIELD.COM

Holiday
L E T ’S


