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“Christmas
Stocking” Babies
Enter the World
at Northridge
Hospital

See Page 13

News in Brief
Los Toros Robbed and Ransacked 

 John Lee Gets in the Spirit of the Season
and Donates Christmas Trees to Needy

Cooking, Comedy
and Mayhem

with Alton Brown
at Soraya

See Page 9

Two Dogs Killed by Coyote in Granada Hills

Fairwinds Hosts Winter Wonderland

Councilmember John Lee, above, alongside the Rotary 
Club of Granada Hills, hosted the ‘Jim and Rita Ciccarelli 
Christmas Tree Giveaway’ where 50 Christmas trees  were 
given away to families from the San Fernando Valley. The 
recipients of the trees are families in-need who may not 
have the ability to purchase a Christmas tree this year and 
were preselected by charitable organizations that operate 
throughout the San Fernando Valley.

Fairwinds West Hills is hosting a “Winter Wonderland 
of Giving” on Sunday, December 18, from 2 to 4 pm. Enjoy 
a holiday performance from the San Fernando Valley Male 
Chorus, a dessert buffet, eggnog, hot chocolate and spiced 
cider. Donations of beauty and hygiene items, arts and crafts 
supplies, stuffed animals, socks and books are requested 
for Casa Pacifica. RSVP by December 16 to (818) 254-8119. 
Fairwinds is located at 8138 Woodlake Ave.

Los Toros Mexican restaurant in Chatsworth was robbed 
and ransacked on December 9. Thieves broke through 
the bar door around 4 am. They not only stole cash but 
caused about $10,000 worth of damage to the door and 
computer systems they ripped out of the walls, according to 
owner Nick Montano. The incident was caught on camera. 
Montano belives the burglary may have been the work of a 
former employee because they seemed very familiar with the 
restaurant. (See related story page 5).

Chamber Brings Winter Wonderland 
to Northridge 
See Page 6

Swearing In a New Era, New Hope for the City 
2023 is ushering in a new era 

for Los Angeles, the Valley 
and Calabasas.  Following 

the November 8 election, we 
are seeing some new faces, 
and welcoming back some 

familiar elected officials.
Most were sworn in by 

family or friends this week, 
ready to start their new term 

guiding the 
City of the Angels. 

Karen Bass made history 
as the first woman, and first 
Black woman, to be voted 
Los Angeles Mayor. She was 
sworn in by Vice President 
Kamala Harris. Her first 
order of business was to 
declare the homeless crisis a 
state of emergency, vowing, 
“It must stop, and change 
starts now...There will be no 
holding back on my watch.”

Former West Hollywood 
Mayor Lindsey Horvath was 

sworn in as Supervisor of 
L.A. County’s Third District, 
which covers from Westlake 

Village through the 
Valley to Hollywood.

Congressman Brad 
Sherman will be sworn in 
January 3 to serve his 14th 
term in the U.S. House of 
Representatives serving 
the 30th District from 
Calabasas to Burbank.

Newcomer Pilar Schiavo, above, took the 
State Assembly seat formerly held by Suzette 

Vallderes that covers the North Valley.

Two small chihuahuas were 
killed on Sunday by coyotes in 
Granada Hills. 

The owners, Tamara and Doug 
Wynn, said the attack happened 
right in their backyard, and was 
captured on video.

The coyotes escaped. A 

coyote who attacked a toddler 
in Woodland Hills December 2, 
however was actually captured 
and euthanized. 

The two attacks are part of a 
trend where “urban coyotes,” who 
are socialized to wander suburbia 
and not be afraid of humans, are 

grabbing more and more small 
animals.

In an unrelated incident, the 
famed Los Angeles mountain lion 
P-22, who also attacked several 
small dogs in the last few weeks, 
was captured and determined to be 
wounded. He may be euthanized.
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DECEMBER COMMUNITY

CALENDAR
NORTHRIDGE: The Northridge Woman’s Club is currently accepting 

new applications to join the organization. They are a philanthropic, 
civic and social organization working for the betterment of the 
community. Please contact Karen Lehman at 818-885-6938.

GRANADA HILLS: Join the San Fernando Valley Audubon Society 
for a mid-week bird watching walk in beautiful O’Melveny 
Park. The Audubon Society offers this free guided birdwatching 
and nature walk on the third Tuesday of every month. Meet in 
the parking lot. Bring binoculars if you have them, water and 
appropriate shoes. For more information, call Carolyn Oppenheimer 
at (818) 885-7493 or email carolyn.oppenheimer@sfvaudubon.org.

CHATSWORTH: Miss Kathy returns to the Chatsworth Library 
with art classes for kids and teens on Wednesday, December 21, at 
4 pm.  Her class is fun, entertaining and educational all at once. The 
Chatsworth Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street. For more 
information visit lapl.org.

 
GRANADA HILLS: The City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation 

and Parks will hold a Dearborn Park community meeting on Tuesday, 
December 20, at 7 pm. There will be two minute public comment 
available. To join the Zoom meeting visit https://uso2webzoom.
us/j/81453098006. Meeting ID 814 5309 8006. For more information 
call the Granada Hills Recreation Center at (818) 363-3556.

NORTHRIDGE: Santa is in residence for photos at Northridge 
Fashion Center now through December 24. Photo sessions are 
scheduled in 15-minute intervals. You can make reservations at 
northridgefashioncenter.com; walk-ins are also welcome. The mall is 
located at 9301 Tampa Avenue. 

CANOGA PARK: West Valley Playhouse will present “Murder 
by Mis-Take” on New Year’s  Eve, December 31, at 8:30 
pm.. The murder mystery evening includes a murder to solve 
drinks, music and more. There is limited seating so book your 
reservation now at wvplayhouse.com or by calling (818) 884-
1907. The Playhouse is located at 7507 Topanga Canyon Blvd.

NORTHRIDGE: LAPD Devonshire PALS will host their drive-
thru toy giveaway on Saturday, December 17, starting at 9 
am. Children from their youth center and the local community 
will receive toys, games, books and gift cards. The giveaway 
will  be held at 8721  Wilbur Avenue. Children must be present.

NOW THROUGH JANUARY 8!
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      COMMUNITYPeople in the News 

Where Membership Matters

√ Touch Base Tuesdays
√ Link Luncheons
√ Chamber Board Meetings
√ Ribbon Cuttings & Networking

Join Today! Call 818.341.2428

8138 Woodlake Ave • West Hills
(818) 254-8119 • FairwindsWestHills.com

It’s More Than Retirement. It’s Five-Star Fun.

A Winter 
Wonderland 

of Giving
Sunday, December 18th • 2:00–4:00 pm

You’re invited to join us for: 
A Holiday performance by the 

San Fernando Valley Male Chorus, 
a dessert buffet extravaganza, 

eggnog, hot chocolate, and spiced cider

This gathering benefits the 
Casa Pacifica Center for Children & Families, 

a non-profit that provides the perfect 
setting for children and adolescents to heal 

and find new hope for a better future.

Items needed: 
Beauty/personal hygiene • Arts and crafts supplies 

Stuffed animals • New socks • Books
(Please provide items without gift wrap. 

We’ve got the bows and ribbons covered.)

Please RSVP by December 16th to (818) 254-8119.

The National Charity League, Inc. San Fernando Valley Chapter, gathered at the Beverly Wilshire-Four 
Seasons Hotel on November 26 for the 56th annual Charity Ball - “Dare to Dream,” to present 18 inspiring 
debutantes who have completed their six-year core mother-daughter program of leadership development, 
community service, and cultural experiences.  On the arms of their fathers, the San Fernando Valley Chapter 
Debutantes presented include Miss Ava Browne, Miss Piper Dobson, Miss Faith Gideon, Miss Katelyn 
Hamilton, Miss Ashley Kaloustian, Miss Avonley Kliewer, Miss Saree Leifer, Miss Ava Mesghali, Miss 
Jennifer Moraly, Miss Jordan Norris, Miss Neyha Parmar, Miss Emily Salz, Miss Sophia Schall, Miss 
Camryn Smaul, Miss Kearston Stepenosky, Miss Celia Vaughn, Miss Rylee Vizvary and Miss Clare 
Williams. The debutants were joined by Chapter President Sandra Chavarria-Roe, and Ball Directors Gina 
Jacobellis and Tiffany Takac.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Porter Ranch resident Francesco Severino, 
right, was invited to play at prestigious Carnegie 
Hall hast week after winning the American Protege 
International Piano Competition.

Severino is a classically-trained pianist who loves 
all genres of music including movie scores, jazz and 
pop. He started his journey in piano at the age of four - 
as music is in his blood. His grandfather is the famous 
jazz drummer Frank Severino, who played with Sarah 
Vaughan, Carmen McRae, Oscar Peterson and more.

Severino, a senior at North Hollywood High 
School Highly Gifted Magnet, has won other awards 
this year, including first prize in the Young Soloist 
International Music Competition, first place in 
the Charleston International 19th Century Music 
Competition, and first place in the U.S. New Star 
International Piano Competition for Chopin, and 
second place for Bach and contemporary composers.

He is currently studying piano with Viollette 
Hu and attended master classes with Dr. Dmitry 
Rachmanov of CSUN and Dr. Ethan Dong.

Jennifer Liu of Granada Hills was recently initiated into The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and most selective 
all-discipline collegiate honor society. Liu was initiated at Oklahoma 
State University.

Student News:

 Valley resident Bayley Dickinson has been chosen to serve as a 
tutor in the Nesbitt-Johnston Writing Center at Hamilton College for 
the 2022-23 academic year. The Writing Center was established in 
1987 to help all Hamilton students strengthen their writing abilities.
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• Wife texts husband on a cold winter morning: “Windows frozen, 
won’t open. Husband texts back: “Gently pour some lukewarm water 
over it and then gently tap edges with a hammer.” Wife texts back 10 
minutes later: “Computer really messed up now.”

• Seriously folks. Someone keeps stealing Baby Jesus from my 
sister-in-law’s front lawn display. I keep telling her they either need 
him more, or she needs to nail him to the crib. To which my brother-in-
law quipped, “new meaning to baby on board!”

• Man about town John Bercsi tells the story of the Chinese 
millionaire who wanted to give his son something special on his 21st 
birthday, so he gave the kid a set of matching golf clubs: Riviera, 
Calabasas Park, North Ranch and Braemar.

• Max Turell has this hope for the upcoming New Year: “May your 
troubles last as long as your New Year’s resolutions.”

• One of our Calabasas lawyers, unaware that lawyer bashing is no 
longer tolerated  by his profession, calls asking what the difference is 
between a lawyer and a prostitute? Answer: the lawyer keeps screwing 
you even after you are dead.

• Don Sanelli asks why the Mafia doesn’t like Jehovah’s witnesses? 
Ans> The Mafia doesn’t like any witnesses!

• “Yes,” said the man to Paul the barber.  “Split hair is my problem. 
My hair all split about five years ago!”

We make latkes for 
Chanukah. Decorate the tree for 
Christmas. Celebrate and respect 
more than one holiday this year.

I go to mass at the Catholic 
church. Went to Hebrew school 
with friends as a child. Love the 
interdenominational services 
with Temple Aliyah and St. 
Bernardine. Was awed at the 
opening of the Mohammedi 
Center in Woodland Hills.

At this holiday season I 
look around at our small village 
in the middle of a big city and 
hope that we all have tolerance 
and understanding - of all faiths.

The vitriol on social 
media coming from different 
groups worries - and scares 
me.  Swastikas have been found 
on local schools and stores in 
Calabasas and Encino. After 
Kanye West’s anti-semitic rant 
some group hung a banner over 
the 405 Freeway saying, Kaney 
is right about the Jews” and stood 
behind it making Nazi salutes.

Children also hear everything 
their parents say and perhaps pick 

Word on the Street 
--------------------------------------------------From Kathleen Sterling 

up on prejudices, feelings and 
fears. 

“You’ve Got to Be Taught 
to Hate.” The line from the 
“South Pacific” song has always 
resonated with me. I tried in my 
own life to teach my child to 
grow up without bias. I actually 
remember her kindergarten class 
was quite diverse. All the four- 

But I also pray that we don’t 
judge first and learn later. In the 
current climate it’s hard not to 
worry about radical elements. 
But even as adults, don’t jump to 
conclusions. 

Be aware. Be smart. 
Be cautious. But also be 
understanding, and tolerant. Be 
educated enough to know that not 
all people of one race or religion. 
Be educated enough to know 
that not all people of one race or 
religion are all bad or all good.

Be a beacon of love and 
peace. For your children, for your 
friends, for all of us together in 
this community. 

Happy Chanukah, Merry 
Christmas and Happy Kwanzaa  
from all of us at Valley News 
Group.

and five-year olds were confused 
when one parent asked them the 
African American girl’s name. 
When she pointed her out they 
said, “Oh, the girl with the curly 
hair.” At that young age they had 
no clue as to race, or bias, or hate.

My wish, along with 
everyone else I know, is that we 
end the year in peace.

It is up to people a lot 
smarter than I to figure out how 
to do that. I can only pray that 
our corner of the world is not 
victim to more hate crimes.

From Ken Ross
If you recently drove up to 

the Northridge Post Office (on 
Reseda Blvd. at Plummer St.) to 
mail a package, guess what?  It 
ain’t there. Surprise! You, like 
many, never got the memo. 

U.S. Postmaster Louis DeJoy 
doesn’t give a darn about 
Northridge’s mail needs (or 
maybe no one else’s post office 
needs).

Bet you would have never 
guessed that the Federal 
Government did not have the 
foresight to actually purchase 
land meant for a post office. Silly 
you to think your forefathers had 
the smarts to actually purchase 

land needed for a federal building.
   Again, guess what? It didn’t 

just happen here in Northridge.  
Woodland Hills had its post 
office shut down and booted off 
its leased land also. However, 
they must be more important than 
Northridge, because they got 
relocated to a nearby commercial 
building. Sooooo, that’s right.

Their great grandkids will 
some day wake up to find that 
their new post office is also “Gone 
With The Wind.” Is it possible to 
have a SoCal. Congress member 
who might actually beg the  Feds 
to “pretty please” buy some land 
before erecting a post office?

Rumors are that the U.S. 

Postal Service may actually have 
a possible site in mind.  However, 
until  a real site is announced. 
It’s just a rumor but it could be 
near the intersection of Nordhoff 
and Corbin,  right? So, until then 
(maybe somewhere...or maybe 
nowhere?).  Happy holiday 
mailings, Northridge residents!

Be thoughtful, be democratic, 
be of ken.

Ken Ross is a Northridge 
resident, a former dentist and 
Associate Professor of Dentistry 
at UCLA. He sits on the 
Northridge East Neighborhood 
Council, where he has been both 
second Vice President and First 
Vice President.

From U.S. Postal Service: Why Does Northridge Really Need A Post Office?

Be aware. Be smart. Be 
cautious . But also be 
understanding and tolerant.
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THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT YOU
.. .BECAUSE OF US.

COWE.COM
1-800-527-3646

By Miri Rossitto
While small businesses are 

the life blood of any community, 
it is the decades old family-run 
small businesses that truly are the 
heart. 

Los Toros Mexican 
Restaurant & Cantina, owned and 
operated by the Montano family, 
proves this point perfectly. 

Running a small business 
is breathtakingly hard and 
heartbreaking during the best of 
times, but throw in a pandemic, 
economic woes, and a labor 
shortage and you have the makings 
of a disaster. How does a business 
owner fight though that kind of 
chaos and still manage to make 
the community a better place? 

Nicolas Montano can tell 
you. His dedication to quality 
and excellence shows not only 
in the delicious dishes served 
daily at Los Toros, but in his 
relationships with his neighbors, 
partners, employees, customers, 
etc. Nick is a fiercely motivated 
community leader, and I was 
lucky enough to get to ask 
him some questions this week.

MR: Hello Nick! Los Toros 
has been a legendary local 
landmark since 1967. Started by 
your father, Nicolas Montaño II, 
and your mother, Dolores, the 
restaurant is now run by you and 
your wife, Lucia. What has it been 
like growing up and spending 
your life in this business?

NM: Growing up in this 
family business was very 
difficult growing up.  Back in 
the early days of Los Toros, my 
parents had to commute from 
Saugus every day.  My father 
left his dream job in LA for his 
own pursuits.  Owning his own 
business.  My sisters and I had to 
work almost every weekend till 
very late at night.  Every once in 
a while, if we were lucky, we’d 

get to stay home and play with 
our neighbors.  That was a treat 
for us, although it came with a 
cost.  Chores. A lot of them. We 
had to get all this work done at 
home before we could spend time 
with my friends.  My dad was a 
workaholic. When we moved 

to the valley in the late 70s, we 
worked after school and every 
weekend.  I guess that’s all I 
knew as a kid.  I really hated it.  I 
joined the Army just to get away. 

MR: You are very active 
in your community. Can you 
tell us about the different ways 
you support your neighbors 
and surrounding businesses and 
why this is important to you?

NM: My father always told 

Family-Run Businesses 
Are the Heart of Our Communities 

Nick Montano of Los Toros

 

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum deposit is $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal/early closure. New money only, source of funds 
deposited into certificate may not be from an existing Financial Partners Credit Union account. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. 
Rate quoted as of 12.9.2022 and subject to change at any time. Offer is subject to change, be revoked, or end at any time. Financial Partners 
Credit Union membership required.© 2022 Financial Partners Credit Union. All rights reserved.
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888.415.3893

FPCU.org
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Name Your Term 
Certificate
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His dedication to quality and 
excellence shows not only in the 
delicious dishes at Los Toros, 
but in his relationships with his 
neighbors, partners, employees, 
and customers. Nick is a fiercely 
motivated community leader...

(Continued to page 15)
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16156 San Fernando Mission Blvd. 
818-488-1131

Open M-S 11 am to 7 pm
Closed Sundays

KABOB BROS
All Fresh Meats

Chicken • Beef • Lamb • Pork 
Ready-Made Kebabs

Lunch Specials 
Kabob Plates  • Lavash Wraps

Burgers 

Hummus • Salad • Baba Ganoush
Tzatziki • Grilled Tomato & Pepper

Grand Opening Special
10% Off Any Order Over $25

Show This Ad - Good Thru 6/30/22

HOLIDAY SPECIAL! LET US COOK! 
10% Off Any Order Over $25 

Show this ad - Good thru 12-31-22

Winter Wonderland Brings Northridge Community Together 
By Danrochelle Yumul

Local vendors, food trucks, 
artisans, performers, and Santa - 
all came together last Saturday 
for the second annual Winter 
Wonderland in Northridge!  

The North Valley Regional 
Chamber of Commerce brought 
some holiday spirit to the 
community with this free, family-
friendly festival.

Despite the weather, the 
Northridge community came 
out to support the event: taking 

photos with Santa, enjoying craft 
beers from local brewery, 8one8 
Brewing Company, shopping 
local vendors and businesses, 
and listening to local performers 
singing holiday songs.  Children 
enjoyed some arts and crafts as 
well as a magic show.

“We’re really excited to have 
all these companies, vendors, 
food trucks and talent as well as 
local artisans - our local brewery 
8one8 brewery. It’s an incredible 
event where everyone in the 

community is excited to have 
something on this side of the 
valley,” said Claudia Chaverra, 
Vice Chairperson of the North 
Valley Regional Chamber of 
Commerce.

Musical performances from 
the California Music Box, a 
local music school located in 
Northridge, and some members 
of the Granada Hills High School 
Band, took center stage and set the 
tone for this holiday event.  And in 
the spirit of giving, the event held 

a toy drive to benefit Pals and the 
Child Care Resource Center.

“There was a need for any 
kind of community event of 
this magnitude on this side of 
the valley.  Normally, there’s 
something always going on in 
Woodland Hills or Van Nuys, but 
there was nothing really in this 
northern part of the valley.  So, 
we just sat down and planned 
it out.  Chamber is all about 
community and getting everyone 
together and that’s basically how 
it started,” added Chaverra.

“I have to agree with that.  
It brings all the community 
together and the local businesses 
so you can shop local and find 
some really neat stuff.  It’s just 
great to see the community 
come out and support.  We are 

Santa’s elves from left: Claudia Chavarra Vice Chairperson of NVRCC, 
Jessica Miller, Treasurer of NVRCC and Mary Johnson, Chairperson NVRCC.

Alex Lopez, owner of  CA Music Box, 
entertained the crowd.

Jonny Jenks, Board Member of NVRCC and Mary Johnson, Chairperson of 
NVRCC, presents at $3,000 check to Jenny Crandall, Secretary of Fighting 

for Families, Inc, and Colleen Quiles, Board Member of Fighting for Families 

Bryan Olson, co-owner of 8one8 
Brewery, served up beer.

extremely grateful,” said Jessica 
Miller, Treasurer for the NVRCC.

During the event, Chamber 
members presented Fighting 
for Families, a local non-profit 
organization supporting veterans’ 
families in the community, with 
a check from their Veteran’s Day 
event last month.  Volunteers were 
also recognized by Councilmember 
John Lee for their outstanding 
achievements within the community.

The event brought together 
more than 25 local vendors. It 
was sponsored by the California 
Music Box, Child Care Resource 
Center, UCLA, Global International 
Worldwide, SoCal Gas, and Edward 
Jones.
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Happy Holidays 
from your

North Valley News Team!

Holiday Concerts Across the Valley

Christmas Jazz Concert in Granada Hills 
JS Floyd will perform songs from their debut Christmas album 

“Christmas Day” in a jazz concert December 17. The concert will be 
held at Granada Hills Baptist Church, 10949 Zelzah Avenue at 7 pm. 
After highly distinguished separate careers that collectively included 
collaborations with Holland-Dozier-Holland, The Supremes, Force 
MD’s, Jon B., Al B. Sure and New York’s Black Rock Coalition, 
brothers Jonathan (guitar) and Stafford (keyboards) pool their melodic 
and rhythmic genius as JS Floyd. Their success at spreading musical 
joy in so many ways truly makes the case for their desire to be known 
as “The New Distinguished Gentlemen of Smooth Jazz.” For more 
information on the concert visit granadahillsbaptist.org.

Golden Performing Arts will present the Angel City Big Band in 
a “Holiday Blast” concert on December 17 (7:30 pm) and 18 (2 pm).

The two are thrilled to reunite after three long years for a joyful, upbeat, 
live celebration of the holidays. Come spend two hours of uplifting, 
family-friendly holiday fun and laughter at the Grieb Theatre at El Camino 
Real Charter High School, 5440 Valley Circle Blvd., Woodland Hills.

Big Band Holiday Blast will feature a delightful, high-energy 
program of singing and dancing, filled with Christmas, Hanukkah 
and holiday favorites, accompanied by the popular Angel City Band.

Tickets are $25, with discounts for seniors and students. Purchase 
tickets at goldenpac.org or at the door beginning 30 minutes before 
each performance. Call (818) 887-9178 or text (818) 429-5726 for 
more information.

Angel City Band Performs “Holiday Blast”

“California Christmas” Coming to Northridge
The holiday season is upon us, so add one more event to your 

calendar!
Councilman John Lee is presenting “California Christmas” on 

Saturday, December 17, at 4 pm.
The event, a Terrell Edwards production, will feature a holiday 

concert with incredible musicians, supported by the talent of a local 
youth orchestra.

The concert will take place at Church Everyday, 17037 Devonshire 
Street in Northridge.

Tickets are $20. Purchase tickets at eventbrite. com/e/california-
christmas- tickets-451037985757.

Valley Youth Philharmonic Winter Concert  
TheValley Youth Philharmonic Orhcestra, now in their 14th season, 

will  present their 2022 Winter Concert on Sunday, December 18, at  
7 pm.

The program will include Brahms “Symphony No. 1,” Mouret-
Leidig’s “Rondeau,” Sibelius’ “Findalndia” and Rimsky-Korsakoff’s 
“Dancer of the Tumblers.”

There will also be Christmas carols and more festive music.
The concert will be held at In-Christ Community Church, 19514 

Rinald Street. For reservations visit valleyphil.org, call (213) 458-4618 
or email info@valleyphilorg.

To support the youth orchestra visit valleyphil.org/support to donate 
funds.
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It’s a great way to get in the 
holiday spirit!

That spirit is definitely 
strong at  the Reagan Library with 
their brand-new, never-before-
seen 5,000-square-foot Christmas 
exhibit, which explores some of 
the fascinating holiday traditions 
and unique expressions of the 
holidays. 

Over 65 trees are on display 
– trees which represent every 
state and territory in our country, 
as well as a White House Tree, 
and a Gold Star Memorial Tree. 

Get in the Holiday Spirit
at Reagan Library’s

“American Christmas Story”

Each tree is decorated with 
mementos, signs, ornaments 
and decor reflecting each state’s 
unique attributes.

The California tree, for 
example,  boasts golden poppies, 
a Hollywood sign,  movie tickets 
and more reflecting California’s 
history.

Artifacts from around the 
world and rarely seen items from 
the Reagan family’s very own 
Christmas tree will also be on 
display.

There is also a beautiful 

display of antique and modern 
menorahs given to President 
Reagan at the White House 
during the 1980’s. 

The library’s gift shop also 
carries a variety of ornaments, 
Reagan memorabilia, books and 
more for holiday gift giving.

The “American Christmas 
Story” runs through January 8.   
The Reagan Library is located 
at 40 Presidential Drive in Simi 
Valley, just off the 23 Freeway. 
For more information visit www.
ReaganLibrary.com/Trees.

I Want a Refund on My Ticket to Paradise 
By Katie Sterling

After binging an ungodly 
amount of Hallmark Christmas 
movies, it was time to switch 
from rom-coms in the snow to a 
rom-com in the sun! 

But jolly ole Julia and her 
Sexiest Man Alive co-star Clooney 
somehow produced something 
cringier than the formulaic tales 
of Christmas cable. I bought a 
Ticket to Paradise and now all I 
want is a refund…

There’s no question that 
Roberts and Clooney are the rare 
breed of movie Stars (capital S) 
in a world of fame that is quickly 
being taken over by TikTok 
“celebrities” and Instagram 
influencers. Sadly, their pedigree 
doesn’t make them immune from 
making a movie that’s utterly 
corny and dare I say, almost 
unwatchable.

Ticket to Paradise revolves 
around divorced couple Georgia 
(Roberts) and David (Clooney) 
who agree to set aside their 
hatred for one another in order 
to scheme together to sabotage 
the upcoming marriage of their 
daughter in Bali. They both agree 
Lily (Kaitlyn Dever) is marrying 
too young and too fast, and 
hope to spare her from the same 
fate they suffered from. What 
follows is an embarrassingly 
bad narrative peppered with 

banter that fails to truly deliver 
in the comedic way they hope. 
Yes, there are scenes that clearly 
reflect the chemistry between the 
two actors, but these parts don’t 
do much for the movie as a whole.

It’s no secret that both actors 
decided to take on this role as an 
opportunity to produce something 
fun during COVID and escape 
with their families to Australia. 
It’s a case where the actual making 
of the movie was seemingly 
way more entertaining than the 
finished product audiences are 
stuck suffering through. 

Seeing as how this is the first 
romantic comedy these iconic 
actors have headlined together, 
it’s a disappointment that the only 
memorable part of the movie was 
the bloopers. Overall, there’s 
not much to take away from this 
(other than the fact that seaweed 
farming is apparently a thing and 
Roberts clearly told her stylist she 
would wear nothing but jumpsuits 
in this movie).

So, we head back to Hallmark 
where you anticipate that the 
romance will be corny, and yes it 
will a one-star movie a la Ticket 
but, it will also be a five-star 
production and if you don’t get 
that, you’ll never truly understand 
the joy of Hallmark.

Ticket to Paradise is available 
to rent or purchase on Amazon.

Julia Roberts and George Clooney romp in new movie.
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Wellness Wondland

Ain’t Too Proud at Mark Taper Showcases The Temptations 
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Ain’t Too Proud — The Life 
and Times of The Temptations 
opens at The Mark Taper Forum 
December 15. 

Featuring the 
Grammy winning 
songs and Tony 
winning moves, 
Ain’t Too Proud 
is the electrifying 
musical that follows 
The Temptations’ 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
journey from the 
streets of Detroit to 
the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame. 

With their signature dance 
moves and unmistakable 
harmonies, they rose to the top 
of the charts creating an amazing 
42 Top Ten Hits, with 14 reaching 
number one, and being voted the 

greatest R&B group of all time by 
Billboard Magazine in 2017. The 
rest is history — how they met, 

the groundbreaking heights they 
hit and how personal and political 
conflicts threatened to tear the 
group apart as the United States 
fell into civil unrest. 

This thrilling story of 
brotherhood, family, loyalty, 

and betrayal is set to the beat 
of the group’s treasured hits, 
including “My Girl,” “Just My 

Imagination,” “Get 
Ready,” “Papa Was a 
Rolling Stone,” and so 
many more. 

Tickets range from 
$40 to $155 and are 
available online at 
CenterTheatreGroup.
org, by calling Audience 
Services at (213) 972-
4400 or in person at 
the Center Theatre 
Group Box Office (at 

the Ahmanson Theatre at The 
Music Center in Downtown Los 
Angeles). 

For more information visit 
CenterTheatreGroup.org. Th 
Ahmanson Theatre is located at 
135 N. Grand Avenue.

Cooking, Comedy and More 
With Alton Brown at Soraya
It will be an evening of 

cooking comedy, music, mayhem 
and some dangerous-seeming 
science stuff! 

Alton Brown is hitting the road 
with a new variant of his culinary 
variety show, and will appear 
at The Soraya in Northridge on 
December 17, just in time for the 
holidays.

Brown is a chef and Food TV 
personality who was the creator 
and host of the Food Network 
television show Good Eats that 
ran for 14 seasons. He has also 
hosted the miniseries Feasting 
on Asphalt and Feasting on 
Waves, and was host and main 
commentator on Iron Chef 
America and Cutthroat Kitchen. 

He is a best selling author 
of several books on food and 
cooking.

In his Soraya show expect 
audience interaction, maybe a 
game show segment, strange 
devices and other amusements 
meant for food. 

Prepare for an evening unlike 
any other, and if Brown calls 
for volunteers, think twice! 

Alton Brown Live will be on 
stage at The Soraya at 7 pm this 
Saturday.

Tickets range from $46 

to $156 and are available at 
thesoraya.org or by calling (818) 
677-3000.

The Soraya is located on 
the campus of CSUN at 18111 
Nordhoff Street. Visit thesoraya.
org for more information.

Dinosaurs in the Valley is 
your chance to get up close to 
the most scientifically accurate 
life-size and life-like dinosaurs 
ever created. This exhibition is 
produced by Jurassic Park movie 
advisor, explorer and Shark Tank 
partner with Mark Cuban, “Dino” 
Don Lessem, Rainmaker Films, 
and Ultimate Fun Productions, 
who have created the largest 
dinosaur events in the world.  The 
event was originally scheduled to 
through run through December 
18. By popular demand, the event 
has now been extended through 
January 8 on the grounds of 
Pierce College located at 20800 
Victory Blvd. in Woodland Hills.

Dinosaurs in the Valley
Event Extended 

Through January 8  
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At Universal, guests are 
invited to celebrate the spirit 
of the holidays not only with 
the who’s who of Whoville, but 
also with the most magical of 
them all at Christmas in The 
Wizarding World of Harry Potter!

From now until January 1, 
transport yourself to the winter 
wonderland of Hogsmeade where 
twinkling lights trim snow-
capped roofs and hot butterbeer is 
served that could warm even the 
Grinch’s soul. 

Stroll to the castle where 
the much-anticipated annual 
tradition, “The Magic of 
Christmas at Hogwarts Castle” 
breathtakingly transforms 
Hogwarts with an animated light 
show that is projected upon the 
castle walls and choreographed 
to original musical arrangements 
from the franchise. Playing 
intermittently throughout the 
evening, the light show brings 
the castle, and characters, to 
life while celebrating one of 
Hogwarts’ most beloved holidays. 

Between shows, the a 
cappella Frog Choir harmonizes 
holiday tunes to further spread 
some festive cheer. Grab a hot 
butterbeer, stroll through the 
snow-capped village and maybe 
get some holiday shopping done at 
Honeydukes. A chocolate frog for 
a friend, a chocolate frog for you! 

Those looking for some 
classic Christmas merriment, and 
rare Southern California snowfall, 
need look no further than the 
merrymaking over in Whoville! 

Pop in for a meet and greet 
with The Grinch, his faithful 
companion Max and of course, a 

gaggle of Whos eager to spread 
cheer!  

Stop by the Grinchmas 
tree whose 65-feet topsy-turvy 
presence dons hundreds of 
ornaments and lights that are 
choreographed to music. Fah who 
foraze indeed!

While you wander in 
Whoville, be sure to pop into the 
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Amsterdam is Too Eccentric for Its Own Good
By Katie Sterling

As much as the holiday spirit 
surrounds us, ‘tis also the season 
for screeners. Late November/
early December is the kick off 
of awards consideration when 
studios mail out watermarked 
DVDs of hopeful 
cinematic conten-
ders also known 
as screeners. 

In recent years 
however, it seems 
as if 85% of those 
screeners are 
movies that are 
already available 
via a streaming 
service. Blink and 
you’ll miss most 
theatrical runs 
these days before 
films find their 
new home on HBO 
Max, Amazon 
Prime or the like. 
Sure, it takes a bit 
of the thrill out 
of screeners but 
nevertheless, it’s 
around this period of the year 
when it becomes clear which 
films inevitably hope to be in the 
running.

One such film is the star-
studded, lengthy rollercoaster-of-
a-ride, David O. Russell-directed 
Amsterdam. Set in the 1930’s, the 
two-and-a-quarter hour movie 
follows three friends who witness 
a murder, quickly become 
suspects themselves and then 

unknowingly uncover one of the 
craziest plots in American history. 
Yes, it’s based off a true story but 
naturally takes on a Hollywood 
spin…and boy does that spin 
go off in a myriad of directions.

Perhaps the biggest draw of 

the trailer, and thus the movie 
as a whole, was the sheer 
amount of big-name actors that 
star in it. While Christian Bale, 
Margot Robbie and John David 
Washington are the three main 
friends of the narrative, you 
can’t go from one scene to the 
next without being introduced to 
yet another familiar face. While 
Russell (Silver Linings Playbook, 
The Fighter) attempts to deliver a 

hijinks-fueled film, the narrative 
jumps so much in time and 
various detours that the addition 
of familiar faces is not quite as 
charming as he hoped it would be, 
but rather unnecessary additions 
to an already overstuffed plot.

A m s t e r d a m 
is the type 
of movie 
where you are 
continuously 
asking your-
self, “Where 
is this going?” 
“Why do 
we need to 
know this?” 

G r a n t e d , 
it’s almost 
weird enough 
that you keep 
w a t c h i n g 
s i m p l y 
because you 
hope to get 
some kind of 
answer to the 
w a c k i n e s s 
thrust upon 

you. It’s not necessarily a movie 
that’s awful, but given the 
critically-acclaimed director (and 
the famous faces) you want it to 
be so so much better. By the time 
you get to the eventual climax 
of the film, do you really care 
anymore? I certainly didn’t, but it 
will only be a matter of time before 
we see if Academy members feel 
the same. Amsterdam is currently 
streaming on HBO Max.

Celebrate the Holidays
at Universal Studios

Post Office and write a letter to 
the Grinch himself or stop in for 
storytime with Cindy-Lou Who 
who will regale you with the 
classic Christmas tale of a certain 
someone’s heart growing three 
sizes that certain day!

With seasonal snacks, 
holiday gifts and decorations 
galore, Universal Studios 
Hollywood is imbued with all 
manner of yuletide cheer! From 
CityWalk to the theme park 
itself, immerse yourself and the 
family in festive celebrations in 
the manner that only Universal 
Studios Hollywood can provide.

All holiday happenings 
occur nightly and are included 
in the price of theme park 
admission. For tickets, visit 
UniversalStudiosHollywood.
com. Merry Grinchmas and a 
Happy Who Holiday!

Stroll to Hogwarts 
Castle and its light 
show, or stop by the 
Grinchmas Tree for a 
meet and greet with 
The Grinch.
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“Yabba-Dabba-Doo!”
 Think “San Fernando 
Valley.” Then think “film.” 
Finally, think “animation.”
 When you put them all 
together, the one word that likely 
comes to mind is… “Disney.”
 You wouldn’t be 
incorrect, but you would be 
incomplete, because the Valley 
has been, and is, the home to 
much more than just Disney when 
it comes to animation.
 Take William Hanna and 
Joseph Barbera for example, and 
their creations of The Flintstones, 
The Jetsons, Scooby Doo, Tom 
and Jerry, Yogi Bear, Quick Draw 
McGraw, Huckleberry Hound, 
Top Cat, Wally Gator, Touché 
Turtle, Smurfs and many more.
 They first teamed up 
to work on MGM theatrical 
animated shorts in 1939; by 
1956 they were producers in 
charge of MGM’s animation 
studio. When MGM closed its 
animation facility in 1957, they 
formed Hanna-Barbera to focus 
on creating original television 
programming, a rarity at the time.
 The decision whether 
to name the not-yet-formed new 
studio Barbera-Hanna or Hanna-
Barbera was settled by a coin flip, 
which the latter always claimed, 
in jest, was somehow rigged. 
 From 1957 through 

2001, Hanna-Barbera produced 

more Saturday morning 
television, as well as animated 
features, than any company in the 
business.
 Their very first effort 
as independent producers was 
The Ruff and Reddy Show, which 
premiered on NBC in December 
1957 and ran for 156 episodes, 
until April 1960, and was repeated 
in 1960-1962. It was the first 
animated series to win an Emmy.
 Their initial efforts 
featured limited animation. 
According to Hanna, “Back at 
MGM our budget was lavish 
enough to allow as many as 
sixteen drawings per foot of 
fully animated film. It was a new 
ballgame for TV. In order to meet 
our budget for Ruff and Reddy, 
we had to pare the drawings down 
to no more than one or two per 
foot of film.”
 Over the next three 
decades, the Studio City-based 
company amassed an incredible  
record of creating 249 individual 
TV cartoon series…more 
than 1,200 hours of original 
programming.
 The leading voice 
characters of the time flocked 
to work with the new team, 
including:  Penny Singleton, Paul 
Winchell, Janet Waldo, Arnold 
Stang, Marvin Kaplan, Bea 

Benaderet, June Foray, Casey 

Kasem, Gary Owens, Scatman 
Crothers, George O’ Hanlon, 
Daws Butler, Julie Bennett, Mel 
Blanc, Howard Morris, John 
Stephenson, Tim Matheson, and 
many more. 
 Their first feature film, 
1994’s The Flintstones, was 
made for $46 million and raked 
in a hefty $341 million.
 Seven of their cartoons 
won Oscars in the Best Short 
Subject (Cartoons) between 
1943 and 1953.
 Originally located in a 
small building in the Sepulveda 
Pass, the partners’ rapid success 
made that facility much too 
small. They retained noted 
architect Arthur Froehlich to 
design their permanent studio at 
3400 Cahuenga Boulevard West.
 In the Los Angeles Times 

of June 7, 2004, Patricia Ward 

Biederman wrote: “The defenders 
of Los Angeles modernism seem 
to have won one. After a long 
struggle, the former Hanna-
Barbera Studios buildings in the 
Cahuenga Pass appear to be safe 
from the wrecker’s ball at last.

 

 On May 25, the Los 
Angeles City Council approved 
a plan that would preserve the 
heart of the studio that created 
television animation while 
allowing retail and residential 
development on the four-acre 
site.
 K e n 
Bernstein, the 
Los Angeles 
C o n s e r v a n c y ’ s 
director of 
preservation issues, 
hailed the recent 
decision to save the 
buildings. “This was 
really the birthplace 
of TV animation,” 
he said. “It is to 
television animation 
what the original 
Walt Disney Studios 
in Silver Lake, now 
demolished, were 
to film animation… 
We feel the original 
structure has both 
architectural and 
cultural significance, 
both as an 
excellent example 
of midcentury 
modernism and as the wellspring 
of TV animation…”
 Starting in 1966, the 
near-ceaseless parade of mergers 
and acquisitions saw the Hanna-
Barbera brand migrate from 
one conglomerate to another, 
but always headquartered in the 

Valley. In 1966, the studio sold 
to Taft Broadcasting for $12 
million. Taft owned the company 
until 1987, when it was sold to 
Great American Broadcasting, 
which, four years later, sold it 
to Turner Broadcasting. In turn, 
Turner folded the studio into 
Time Warner, which owned it 
from 1996 to 2018. From 2018 
to 2022, WarnerMedia owned the 
studio; its present home is Warner 
Bros. Discovery.
 Joe Barbera continued to 
be involved in the production of 
the new Hanna-Barbera material 
until his death in December 2006, 
at the age of 95. Bill Hanna died 
in March 2001, at the age of 90. 
 Seemingly, creating 
cartoons is one of the secrets of 
longevity.
 Martin Cooper, 
President of Cooper 
Communications, supervised 
public relations for the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences 

for 10 years; held executive 
positions with Disney and 
Universal Studios; and served 
as Chairman of the Board of the 
UCLA Film & Television Archive. 
An award-winning author, he has 
written four books, two of them 
on the San Fernando Valley. 

`Fred Flintstone’s personality was 
based on that of Ralph Kramden 
of The Honeymooners TV show, 
starring Jackie Gleason. In the 
live-action film, The Flintstones, 
John Goodman played the Fred 
Flintstone role. The original 
animated series appeared on 
ABC from 1960 to 1966.

 Completed in 1963, the Hanna-Barbera Studio City 
headquarters was a quintessential Mid-Century Modern building. 
There was an unsuccessful attempt to have it declared a Historic 
Location.

 Bill Hanna (l.) and Joe Barbera 
were friends and business partners for 60 
years, one of the longest and most successful 
partnerships in film history.

Over the next three 
decades, the Studio City-
based company amassed 
an incredible  record of 
creating 249 individual 

TV cartoon series…more 
than 1,200 hours of original 

programming.
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NAMED A 2022–23
BEST INDEPENDENT LIVING COMMUNITY

BY U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT

Move in before the end of November 
and receive up to $10,000 towards 
select one-bedroom apartments.

Join us for a tour and a 
complimentary meal.

By Janey M. Rifkin
Flu-related hospitalizations 

are at the highest rate for this 
time of year in a decade. Along 
with influenza, the first snap of 
cold weather also ushered in 
the RSV (respiratory syncytial 
virus) which plagues children 
under five years of age. Both flu 
viruses were in the background 
for two to three years but now are 
surpassing COVID-19 infections 
according to CDC reports.

It is a national health scourge 
and it reflects the pool of children 
who hadn’t experienced their 
first RSV season, as reported by 
children’s hospitals across the 
nation. It does not mean that the 
children’s (nor adults’) systems 
got weaker during the pandemic, 
they just were not exposed!

Exposure: Both viruses 
rebounded to some lesser extent 

Flu season is in full swing 
and according to the Center 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), this year’s 
influenza has caused more than 
13 million illnesses, 120,000 
hospitalizations and 7,300 deaths 
thus far. Many individuals tend 
to follow an at-home treatment 
plan when dealing with the 
routine seasonal sickness, but 
the most crucial measure that is 
often overlooked is treating any 
symptoms as early as possible. 
While over-the-counter medicine 
and home treatment can help 
combat the flu effectively, there 
are cases where one can develop a 
serious flu illness. The longer you 
wait to present your symptoms to 
your physician, the more difficult 
it can be for them to treat you. 
Thus, doctors suggest keeping 
any eye out for specific symptoms 
that signal you should book an 
appointment as soon as possible 
to prevent the influenza from 
causing more concerning ailments 
such as pneumonia or bronchitis.

A factor to keep an eye out 
for is a fever or cough that 
seems to improve then returns. 
Individuals may start to feel as 
if they are on the mend, then are 
hit with another bout of a nasty 
cough or high fever. This can 
signal that a secondary infection 
of bacterial pneumonia has 
developed and should send you 
to the doctor as soon as possible.

Two of the most crucial 
symptoms that signal a severity of 
a cold is both shortness of breath 
and chest pains. Both can signal 
that your body is not getting 
enough oxygen. It can feel like a 
dull ache or sharp pain, alongside 
wheezing or tightness in the 
chest. Shortness of breath can 
be a sign of both pneumonia and 
bronchitis so it is crucial to get 
professional medical attention.

 While most individuals feel 
slightly weak when suffering from 
influenza, it is imperative to keep 
an eye out for confusion, dizziness 
or weakness. These signs are also 
reflective of a lack of oxygen.

One of the greatest symptoms 
of influenza is a lack of hydration 
due to high fever, vomiting 
or gastrointestinal issues that 
prevent your body from retaining 
fluid. This can quickly turn into a 
greater health emergency if you 
spot blood in your vomit, become 
disorientated or have been unable 
to urinate for long periods of time. 
In severe cases, this will mean 
that IV fluids are needed since 
your body is unable to rehydrate 
itself just from drinking water.

 Lastly, severe muscle pain 
is a clear sign that your body is 

fighting off an infection since 
body aches are a response to the 
inflammation of your immune 
system. If you are unable to 
get out of bed or the pain lasts 
longer than five days, book an 
appointment with your doctor.

 While all of these symptoms 
are typically present when 
infected with influenza, it can be 
debilitating if those symptoms 
escalate to extremes. Those with 
underlying medical conditions 
may be more prone to the dangers 
of these side effects, but it is 
crucial that all infected individuals 
keep a close eye on the progress 
of their infection. If symptoms 
get significantly worse in a short 
period of time or don’t wane at all 
after a week of treatment, reach 
out to your health care provider 

in 2021. An infection with one 
virus might make a person 
more vulnerable to the next 
pathogen, says doctors and viral 
co-infections can lead to worst 
outcomes. 

The virus that causes 
COVID-19 has circulated at a 
relatively stable level but holiday 
gatherings in cold weather pushes 
ahead the indoor gatherings, shy 
safety measures – face masks.

Health officials recommend 
that people stay updated on 
COVID-19 and flu shots, stay 
home if sick, frequently wash 
their hands, consider wearing 
masks and get tested early. 

There isn’t an approved RSV 
vaccine available in the U.S. but 
several candidates are in trial.

Janey Rifkin is a syndicated 
writer and longtime Health 
Editor of the Valley News Group.

Signs Your Flu Symptoms are Turning into Something More Serious

Health Perspectives

Flu Cases Surge in L.A. County -
Youngsters Are Most Vulnerable
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Having surgery is a big decision. That’s why Dignity Health – Northridge Hospital Medical 
Center specializes in minimally invasive, robotic procedures that offer benefits over traditional 
surgery, including greater precision and smaller incisions. But most of all, you’ll heal more 
comfortably and get on with enjoying all the big things your body is meant to do—with as 
little impact as possible. Learn more at dignityhealth.org/northridge/robotics.

 Get back in action.  
 Faster.

Minimally Invasive Surgery

Give the Gift of a Wellness Wonderland
The holidays can be hectic, 

so why not give the ultimate gift 
of relaxation? 

Burke Williams wants to 
spread a bit of comfort and joy 
this season with an array of 
curated holiday packages at a 
limited-time discount! 

Each package allows the 
recipient to engage all five senses 
as they get wrapped in a peaceful 
moment of relaxation. Purchase 
a package now and receive over 
25% off. Check a few names off 
your list with these exclusive 
offers! Choose from one of the 
four holiday packages detailed 
below. 

Seasonal Sanctuary is $175 
(gift card value $240), including 
an 80-min Pure Relaxation 
Massage or Spa Style Facial and 
an enhancement of choice.

Spa-liday Spirit is $275 (gift 
card value or $390), including an 
80-min Pure Relaxation Massage, 
a 50-min Spa Style Facial and an 
enhancement of choice.

Spa Days All the Way is 
$475 (gift card value of $650), 
including an 80-min Tranquility 
Massage, an 80-min Nourishing 
or Radiance Facial, a 20-min 
Spa Bath, an enhancement of 
choice, an Advanced Eye Lift 
enhancement, and a three-day spa 
pass.

Wellness Wonderland 

is $1,200 (gift card value of 
$1,695), including an 80-min 
Tranquility Massage, 80-min 

Vitality Massage, 80-min Burke 
Williams Experience Massage, 
80-min Nourishing Facial, 80-

min Radiance Facial, 80-min 
Regenerate Anti-Aging Facial, 
20-min Spa Bath and a three-day 
spa pass.

Packages include 
recommended services, but 
holiday gift cards can be used 
to purchase anything Burke 
Williams offers in-spa! 

Burke Williams is located at 
The Village at Westfield Topanga 
or The Galleria Sherman Oaks. 

Call (866) Beyond-5 or visit 
burkewilliams.com to purchase. 
Give the gift of well-being from 
Burke Williams today!

Each package is intended 
to allow the recipient to 
engage all five senses 
as they get wrapped in 
a peaceful moment of 
relaxation.

Christmas Stocking Babies
Enter the World at Northridge Hospital

The first of the season! At Dignity Northridge Hospital the first 
babies born after Thanksgiving were given to their parents bundled in 
a Christmas stocking that read “Bundle of Joy.”  

Both nurses and staff delighted in combining the new celebration 
of life and the spirit of the season.

Shown above,   West Hills resident Jianxing Shen and her husband 
welcomed their second baby, Audrey, at Dignity Health - Northridge 
Hospital Medical Center. Aubrey was born November 28 at 7:15 pm 
and weighed in at six pounds, nine ounces and measured 19 inches in 
length. 

Dignity Health – Northridge Hospital Medical Center is a 394-bed, 
acute care, nonprofit community hospital offering a full complement 
of award winning services, including the Leavey Cancer Center, a 
Cardiovascular Center, the Center for Assault Treatment Services, a 
Neuroscience Center of Excellence, a pediatric intensive care unit, and 
the only pediatric trauma center in the San Fernando Valley.  
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ladwp.com/landscaping

Rebate Increased

Replace your 
lawn with 
sustainable 
landscaping.

United Chambers of Commerce hosted “Lunch with the LAPD” on Tuesday, to hear from Deputy 
Chief Alan Hamilton and meet all the surrounding Captains serving the community. The event was held at 
the Woodland Hills Country Club and guests were members of  all chambers throughout the San Fernando 
Valley. The event was organized by UCC’s Executive Director Marian Jocz and the MC was UCC’s 
outgoing chair Armida Colmenares-Stafford. Shown above are Jocz, second row to the right, Colmenares-
Stafford, front row with flowers,  Richard Fisk, UCC Chair of Government Affairs, and Captains of the 
LAPD, including  Deputy Chief Alan Hamilton, Commander Craig Valenzuela, Commander Bryan 
Lium, Van Nuys Airport Chief Cecil Rhambo, Deputy Chief Don Graham, Officer Bob Rothman, 
Captain Brian Wendling, Captain Jeffrey Hollis, Van Nuys Airport LT Anthony Boisselle, Captain 
Alex Medel, Captain Francis Boateng, Captain Todd Hankel, LT Laurel Friedlander, Captain James 
Townsend, Captain Marco Lozano, Sergeant Jesse Ojeda, Captain Kathleen Burns, CSUN Chief 
Alberto Fernandez and CSUN Deputy Chief Mark Benavidez. United Chambers deals with valley-wide, 
county-wide and regional issues and promotes the San Fernando Valley’s overall welfare, progress and 
economic prosperity and also advocates on businesses’ behalf on a state and federal level for the good of 
all business.

United Chambers Honors Valley LAPD
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Susan Renick
SRES 

818.303.6004
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SherryandSusan.com

Sherry Keowen
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818.438.8780
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The homeless environment 
has continued to grow and spread 
to most if not all neighborhoods 
throughout Los Angeles.  From 
the inner city to the West and East 
Sides of Los Angeles into the San 
Fernando Valley and down the 
110 freeway to San Pedro.  It has 
spread and continues to grow day 
by day.  People living in squalor on 
the streets throughout commercial 
and residential neighborhoods of 
Los Angeles has been a constant 
reminder of the failed leadership 

of Los Angles elected officials.  
You can only ignore a situation 
for so long.  I believe both Los 
Angeles residents and business 
owners are out of patience with 
the homeless population and will 
become much more aggressive 
in the days and months to come. 
The time to finally address this 
situation with effective programs 
is long overdue.  

Governor Newsom recently 
announced that he is releasing $1 
billion dollars in state homeless 
funding that was put on pause 

(Continued from page 4)
Rantz & Raves from Dennis Zine

due to lack of local government 
action.  This amount will help 
increase funding to address 
homeless in Los Angeles.  

Additionally, the L.A. voters 
approved Measure ULA which 
provides a 4% tax on ALL 
properties sold above $5 million 
to $10 million.  A 5.5% tax is 
also assessed on property sold 
for $10 million and above.  The 
funds are to be used to address 
homelessness in Los Angeles.             

The City Controller has 
reported that spending of $837,000 

to house a single person has not 
worked to remedy the situation.  
The $1.2 billion program to build 
housing for homeless is moving 
too slow and not improving the 
homeless population.  Only about 
1,200 housing units have been 
completed since voters approved 
the spending plan in 2016.  It is 
estimated that over 41,000 people 
are homeless and living on the 
sidewalks and streets in the City 
of Los Angeles.  You can see the 
desperate situation everywhere 
you turn.  It has become so 
prevalent and common that most 
times we just look and move 
along on our journey.

Look for Mayor Bass to 
declare a State of Emergency 
in the City of Los Angeles 
for the homeless during her 
inauguration.  Once the State of 
Emergency is declared watch and 
see what happens.  Will there be 
an improvement and reduction 
of the homeless in the City of 
L.A., or the same old live with 
it and go about your business? 
We will see in a few days.      

Los Angeles Citywide Crime 
Profile.  2020 vs 2022.

The November 26, 2022, 
LAPD COMPSTAT profile 
illustrates where we are as a 
city as we come to the close 
of 2022.  There are currently 
9,288 officers on the LAPD.  

The following crimes are all 
in the plus category.  

Homicide is + 11.8% with 
351 compared to 314 in 2020.    

Robbery is + 15.6% with 
8372 compared to 7251 in 2020.

Aggravated assault 
is + 8.8% with 18368 
compared to 16876 in 2020.

Total violent crimes in 2022 
is + 9.7% compared to 2020.

Property crimes are all in the 
plus category.  2020 vs 2022.

Burglary.  +5.9%.   GTA. 
+21.9%.   Burglary from Motor 

Vehicle.  +10.6%. Personal and 
other Theft.  +18.1%.

Shots fired.  + 10.9%.  
Shooting victims.  +5.4%.

All arrests are -9.1%.
Look for exciting times 

to begin at the L.A. City 
Council meetings with the 
newly elected councilmembers. 

The newly elected progressive 
L.A. City Council members will 
surely add a new dimension 
to the council meetings and 
committee hearings.  Stay tuned 
for new and interesting concepts 
generating from City Hall.  
Only time will tell if it will be 
a benefit for the residents and 
business owners of Los Angeles.  

Food Critic I am not…  
As we come together to enjoy 

the holidays, I found a restaurant 
that takes me back to my youth 
living in Hollywood.  There was 
an Italian restaurant that has 
closed after serving the city for 
nearly 60 years - Andre’s Italian 
Restaurant.  It was on Third Street 
across from the Farmer’s Market.  
The property is being demolished 
for a new development.  Long 
gone is the great Italian food 
served cafeteria style.  

Well, I found a duplicate in 
Canoga Park  at 21730 Sherman 
Way.  It is called Grandi Italiani 
Family Restaurant.  Aron Celnik 
was one of the main members 
of Andre’s and opened Grandi 
Italiani with same recipes and 
menu items from many years ago.  
Delicious Italian food cafeteria 
style. If you are interested in great 
Italian food at a reasonable price, 
try it out.

Dennis P. Zine is the author 
of RantZ and RaveZ.  The 
column is published twice a 
month to enlighten you on issues 
impacting Los Angeles and your 
community.  Dennis is a 54-year 
member of law enforcement and 
a retired elected public official.

State of the City in Calabasas 
was installed at the City’s repeater 
side, a mobile Emergency 
Operations Center was purchased 
and FLOCK system cameras 
were installed at five location 
throughout the city to help the 
Sheriff gather information about 
robberies and other crimes.

The “Recreation, Youth 
and Senior Services” element 
of the plan is focused on 
reopening the Agoura Hills/
Calabasas Community 
Center, upgrading playground 
equipment and completing the 
build out of Wild Walnut Park.

Maurer pointed to the 
recreational activities that 
resumed post-COVID, including 
the 4th of July festivities, 
back to school pool party, 
Pumpkin Festival and the 

(Continued from page 1) reopening of the Senior Center.
The final priority of the 

Strategic Plan is “Development 
and Infrastructure” - building 
for the future in Calabasas.  First 
on that list is to complete the 
annexation of Craftsman’s Corner 
where Parkway Calabasas dead-
ends, and develop a plan to annex 
other properties within the City’s 
sphere of influence. Second is to 
provide options to relieve traffic 
congestion.

Maurer pointed to the many 
of accomplishments in the past 
year, including the completion 
of the Old Town refurbishments, 
new power supply systems, bike 
and pedestrian improvement and 
more. She also named Dr. Negin 
Ghaffari, a Calabasas business 
owner and Commissioner as  
2022 Resident of the Year.
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me that “ if you take care of your 
community, the community will 
take care of you”. I find this to be 
so true.  I live to serve.  It took me 
a bit to give into Los Toros and do 
what I do.  My father is the one 
that got me into Kiwanis.  Kiwanis 
is the organization that got me 
caring for our community.  I truly 
believe it’s our obligation to serve 
the community that we live in. 
That’s why Councilmember John 
Lee and I work well together.  
John has no agendas about his 
office.  He is truly a man of the 
people. I wish more of us thought 
this way. I try to help by being part 
of the Chamber of Commerce, 
Business Improvement District.  
We’ve done street festivals, 
Parades, Art Festivals and 
hopefully next year a Health Fair.  

MR: On the 4th of this 
month, Los Toros was broken 
into and vandalized. What 
was that experience like 
for you and what was the 
response from the community?

NM: Friday, thugs broke into 
Los Toros and did quite some 
damage.  The feeling was that of 
violation.  It’s like if they broke 
into your home.  Los Toros is our 
home, It’s everyone’s home.  One 
of the bright spots is the love and 
support we get from our guests.  
We had so many comments on 
social media,  It’s so gratifying. 
But I’m very concerned with the 
way the elections came out.  I 

truly feel for Councilmember 
John Lee.  His reelection next 
year is going to be very difficult. 
The folks in office now do not 
have our best intentions in mind.  
Most of them want to change 
things just to change.  There will 
be no support for our police - 
there will be scaring folks back 
into submission with the threat 
of COVID.  I won’t be surprised 
if they shut us down again.

MR: What advice do 
you have for other business 
owners in this community?

NM: One piece of advice 
I could give to our business 
owners is to communicate with 
one another.  Get to know your 
business neighbor.  Give back 
to your community.  That’s 
the only way your customers 
and guests will know you care. 

MR: Lastly Nick, here is 
your opportunity for a shameless 
plug – what should our readers 
know about Los Toros that 
they don’t already know?

NM: Los Toros is the one 
of the only restaurants where 
you can have a large party and 
reunions.  We have room for up 
to 80 or so guests.  We have a full 
bar at your disposal and a great 
place to have a business meeting 
complete with AV enhancements. 
Come by and check us out!

Miri Rossitto is CEO of 
COWE Consulting. Follow them 
on all social @CoweOfficial.

(Continued from page 5)

Los Toros is at Heart of Community

Santa Susana Offers Jan. 1 Hike
Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park is participaing in America’s 

State Parks First Day Hike on January 1.
The hike will be organized and led to Santa Susana volunteers. 

Meet at 11 am at the Andora entrance at 9955 Andora, just south of 
Lassen.

The moderate hike will last two-three hours in the lower part of 
the park. Bring water, good shoes, hats and sunscren. Well beaved 
dogs with ownes on lease are welcome, as are children of all ages 
accompanied by an adult.

For information call (818) 784-4849.

North East Neighborhood 
Council will hold a general 
board meeting on Wednesday, 
December 21, at 7 pm on zoom. 

For agenda and log in visit 
nenc-la.org.

The next meeting of the Porter 
Ranch Neighborhood Council 
will be held on Wednesday, 
January 1, at 6:15 pm. For 
meeting agenda and Zoom link 
visit prnc.org.

The Chatsworth Neigh-
borhood Council will meet next 
on Wednesday, January 4, at 6:30 
pm. 

For the agenda and online 
link visit chatsworthcouncil.org.

Neighborhood Council Meetings:
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To purchase tickets, please visit www.TheSoraya.org or call 818.677.3000

Former host of scientific cooking show Good Eats, chef 

and Food TV personality Alton Brown is hitting the 

road with a new variant of his culinary variety show 

just in time for Holidays. Audiences can look forward  

to cooking, comedy, music, mayhem, and dangerous-

seeming science stuff. Prepare for an evening unlike 

any other and if Brown calls for volunteers…  

think twice. Expect audience interaction,  

maybe a  gameshow segment, strange devices,  

and other amusements meant for foodies!

ALTON BROWN LIVE!
BEYOND THE EATS - THE HOLIDAY VARIANT
Sat Dec 17 | 7pm
$46-$156

TheSorayaStage


