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Home Depot Hearing Gets Contentious
The Granada Hills South 

Neighborhood Council hosted a 
community forum at Kennedy 
High School on September 18 
regarding the proposed Home 
Depot at Devonshire and Balboa.

Home Depot wants to build 
a 136,000-square-foot store 
where the Regency Theatre 
was located in Granada Hills. 
The proposed footprint would 
remove 13 stores, beginning 
east of the auto parts store. 

Brad Smith from the 
Neighborhood Council Planning 
and Land Use Committee gave 
a power point presentation of 
Home Depot’s plans for the site.

Home Depot representative 
Nicole Waldman was 
there to answer questions 
from the community.

The first two rounds of questions 
from the audience were polite, but 
at the third found people began 
to get angry and contentious. 
Waldman stayed professional and 
attempted to answer all questions.

Home Depot representative Nicole Waldman answers community questions.

Many in the Granada Hills 
community say they oppose 
the Home Depot project as they 
purchased the property without any 
public notification about the sale.

However, turnout at the 
forum was surprisingly small 
considering the amount of 
opposition on social media and at 
neighborhood council meetings.

Candidates Come to the North Valley
Six candidates for local offices 

attended the Chatsworth-Porter 
Ranch Chamber’s “State of 
the Community” at Knollwood 
Country Club on September 30.

Both candidates for Supervisor, 
Bob Hertzberg and Lindsey 
Horvath, attended and answered 
questions from the large audience.

Candidates for L.A. City 
Attorney Hydee Feldstein-Soto 
and Faisal Gill were in attendance, 
as well as candidate for assembly 
Pilar Schiavo. Robert Luna also 
spoke about his run for L.A. 
County Sheriff.

Mayoral candidates Rick 
Caruso and Karen Bass submitted 

videos which were played during 
the luncheon.

Chamber president Nick 
Montano and City Councilman 
John Lee MC’d the event. 

The forum was designed to 
educate chamber members and 
the community on local issues 
before the November 8 election.

From left: Pilar Schiavo, Bob Hertzberg, Robert Luna, Lindsey Horvath, Faisal Gill, Hydee-Feldstein Soto.

Letters to
the Editor

Re: Proposed
Home Depot

See Page 4

News in Brief 
LAPD Warns of Burglary Crew Hitting 

Porter Ranch Area
LAPD Devonshire Division’s Watch Commander is 

warning businesses that a burglary crew has been hitting 
homes in the Porter Ranch area. The crew is described as four 
African American males in their 20’s wearing sweatpants, 
hoodies, face masks and gloves. One has an artificial right 
leg. One goes to the door and if no one answers three break 
in the back usually through a screen door. One remains as 
lookout and getaway driver. If anyone spots the team in action 
call 911 and report at possible 495 in progress. Try to get a 
description and license plate of the car. Residents are urged 
to answer through the door without opening it to strangers.

118 Reseda Off-Ramp Repair Begins
Cal Trans has begun repair work on the westbound 

118 Reseda off-ramp. The ramp has been closed for safety 
due to a sinkhole. Additionally Rinaldi Street will have 
the eastbound lane closed in front of the Reseda off-ramp 
to repair a connection to the city’s drain. The project is 
estimated to be completed by the end of 2022.

The Kiwanis of Chatsworth and Chatsworth Junior 
Baseball League are pleased to announce their 3rd 
Oktoberfest will be held Saturday, October 15, from 11 am 
to 5 pm at the League at 21350 Mayall Court. There will be 
German bands, brats, beer and a kid’s zone! Sponsorships, 
tickets and vendor booths are available through the Kiwanis 
of Chatsworth at chatsworthkiwanis.org.

Kiwanis and Baseball League 
Host Oktoberfest

Want to Slow Down Speeders?
As of October 6 the L.A. Department of Transportation 

has once again opened applications for the city’s Speed 
Hump program, which allows residents to submit 
applications requesting the installation of speed humps in 
their neighborhoods. To learn more about the specific rules 
detailing where new humps can be added and to request 
installation visit ladot.lacity.org/projects/safety-programs/
speed-humps.

Nighttrek Report: What to See in 
the October Sky
See Page 15
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OCTOBER 
COMMUNITY

CALENDAR

Where Membership Matters

√ Touch Base Tuesdays
√ Link Luncheons
√ Chamber Board Meetings
√ Ribbon Cuttings & Networking

Join Today! Call 818.341.2428

NORTHRIGE: Join the Northridge Chamber for a Mid-Day Meet-Up 
Lunch on Monday, October 10, from 11:30 am to 1 pm at Rosie’s BBQ 
(8930 Corbin Ave.) Enjoy lunch and make community connections! 
Register at northridgechamber.org/event-calander#!event/2022/10/10/
mid-day-meet-up-lunch.

GRANADA HILLS: Mark your calendars for the 17th Annual Granada 
Hills Street Faire on Saturday, October 23, from 10 am to 5 pm, at 
17723 Chatsworth St.

NORTHRIDGE: Northridge West Neighborhood Council will be holding 
their general board meeting on Tuesday, October 11, from 6:15 to 9 pm. 
For info, and agenda, visit northridgewest.org/event/general-board-
meeting-18.

 GRANADA HILLS: Join the Granada Hills Library for their classic film 
series on Wednesday, October 12, from 2 to 4 pm. Hosted by librarian 
Jeffry Jensen, guests will watch The Wizard of Oz and then have a 
lively discussion of the film with some fun facts thrown in!

 PORTER RANCH: Grab a cup of coffee with Devonshire Area police 
officers at Coffee with a Cop on Tuesday, October 11, at 11 am at 
Starbucks at the Porter Ranch Town Center (19759 Rinaldi St).

CHATSWORTH: There will be a free showing of A Beautiful Day in 
the Neighborhood on Thursday, October 27, 2022 at 1:30 PM in the 
Chatsworth Library Community Room .  A mask is required in the 
library.  The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  
For more information call (818) 341-4276.

 NORTHRIDGE: Northridge East Neighborhood Council will be holding 
their general board meeting on Wednesday, October 19, at 7 pm. For 
info, and agenda, visit nenc-la.org/calendar.

NORHTRIDGE:  The Museum of the San Fernando Valley will celebrate 
their first Latino Heritage Day on Saturday, October 8, from 10 am to 
3 pm. Enjoy Latin-themed art, culture, dance, games, music and more. 
The event will be held at 18904 Nordhoff Street. For more information 
visit themuseumsfvnow.org.  

CHATSWORTH: Oakridge Estate has two tours planned for Sunday, 
October 23, at 10 and 11 am. Docents will lead the 75 minute tour 
of the home that was designed by architect Paul Williams in 1937. 
Barbara Stanwyck built Marwyck Ranch with her partners Zeppo 
and Marion Marx. Jack Oakie bought her home in 1941, renaming it 
The Oakridge Estate. Advanced registration is required and available 
at theoakridgeestate.org. Admission is $15, proof of COVID-19 
vaccination or test taken 72 hours before is required, and masks must 
be worn in the house. The estate is located at 18650 Devonshire. 
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The Rickey & Robbi Gelb Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

 
        PPRROOUUDDLLYY  AANNNNOOUUNNCCEESS  Students from the following schools have  
been presented with $1,000 Scholarships.  Students are attending 
 a College, Trade School or University in the San Fernando Valley this Fall.  

 
California State University Northridge  
Canoga Park High School  
Chatsworth High School  
Cleveland High School  
El Camino Real High School  
Granada Hills High School 
Grover Cleveland High School 
JFK High School  

 Los Angeles Valley College  
 
  

6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201, Woodland Hills, CA 91367   818-377-2277  www.gelbgroup.net    

Mission College  
Pierce College  
Reseda ACT2  
San Fernando High School  
Sherman Oaks Center for Enriched Studies  
Van Nuys ACT2  
West Valley Occupational Center  
Zane Grey High School  

By Marty Cooper
Marsha Hunt was born on 

Oct. 17, 1917, in Chicago, and 
died Sept. 7, 2022, just shy of her 
105th birthday. 

A successful actress, she was 
signed in 1935, at the age of 17 
tp Paramount Pictures and then 
M-G-M; she made 54 films in 17 
years. By her 30th birthday, she 
had appeared in more than 40 
pictures. 

In 1945, Hunt was invited 
to join the Board of the Screen 
Actors Guild. 

For more than a decade 
after World War II, the House 
Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HUAC) focused 
on rooting out communists in 
Hollywood, and Hunt came 
under their scrutiny when she 
joined the Committee for the 
First Amendment, a group of 
liberal actors who supported 
the Hollywood Ten, producers, 
directors, and screenwriters who 
were sent to prison for refusing to 
reveal their political leanings to 
HUAC. 

Many of the best-known 
members of the film community, 
including Marsha Hunt, went 
to Washington, D.C. in 1947 to 
protest the political hysteria of 

Actress and Humanitarian Marsha Hunt
Had Huge Impact on the Valley 

the time. As a result, she was 
effectively blacklisted by the 

industry through the 1950s. 
For a time, she was able to find 
acting work on television, but by 
the early 1960s, Hunt was semi-

retired. 
She became an active 

supporter of the Red Cross, 
March of Dimes, the United 
Nations and UNICEF. For many 
years she served on the Advisory 
Board of the San Fernando Valley 
Community Health Center and 
as Honorary Mayor of Sherman 
Oaks. While serving, she rallied 
her fellow Valley honorary 
mayors to create the Valley 
Mayor’s Fund for the Homeless. 

The blacklisted actress
opened one of the first
homeless shelters
in the Valley.

Actress Marsha Hunt died in September at the age of 104.

the group sponsored walk-a-
thons and blanket drives and 
raised awareness of the growing 
problem. 

Working with the Valley 
Interfaith Council, she helped 
open one of the first homeless 
shelters in the Valley.

Hunt was awarded a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame on 
February 8, 1960, and in 1998, 
was honored with the Eleanor 
Roosevelt Humanitarian Award 
for her many humanitarian and 
philanthropic activities. On her 

90th birthday she was appointed 
a United Nations Ambassador 
for Peace in honor of decades 
of activism on behalf of the 
UN and other organizations.

She was married twice, to 
Jerry Hopper (1938-1943) and 
Robert Presnell, Jr. (1946-1986).

Marsha Hunt lived in the 
same house from 1946 until her 
death. Her acting career spanned 
73 years, from 1935 to 2008, but 
her legacy, in the San Fernando 
Valley and the world, is that of a 
humanitarian.
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Word on the Street 
---------------------------------------------------From Kathleen Stering

With just over a month until 
election day, we are happy to see 
candidates and candidate forums 
are popping up all over the valley.

The Valley represents almost 
two million voters, and is an 
important voting block in many 
elections, not just locally.

From the Mayor’s race on 
down, valley  voters can influence 
who runs our city over the next 
crucial years.

We are facing numerous crises 
with the homeless, crime, gas 
prices, infrastructure and more. 
How you vote on November 8 
will help determine how many of 
these issues are resolved.

I have to say, retracting my past 
editorial, that mayoral candidate 
Rick Caruso is  making the effort 
to meet with valley voters. After 
my editorial, his campaign team 
has made a point of reaching out 
to us and communicating Rick’s 
message. Karen Bass has also 
made some rounds.

So have the candidates for 
City Attorney, Assembly, and 
Sheriff.

And don’t forget the very 
important race for County 
Supervisor. The position, now 
held by Sheila Kuehl, is one of 
the most important in L.A.

Supervisor is not as hands-on 
locally as some of the others, but is 

important in that the Supervisors 
control the purse strings in Los 
Angeles.

The Board of Supervisors 
has the function of serving as the 
executive and legislative head 
of County government, enacting 
ordinances, setting salaries and 
establishing specific regulations 
for the administration of County 
departments and special districts.

They quietly yield so much 
power they used to be called “the 
five kings,” though that stopped 
as we currently have an all-female 
board.

Two challengers are running 
for Supervisor of the 3rd District, 
which  covers from Westlake to 
North Hollywood, Malibu to 
Sylmar. 

Both candidates for 
3rd District Supervisor are  
experienced politicians - State 
Senator Bob Hertzberg and West 
Hollywood City Councilperson 
Lindsey Horvath. 

We urge our readers to be 
informed on all the races - so 

you can make informed choices. 
Attend the forums. Read the 
papers. How you vote in this 
election will have a direct 
impact on your community, your 
neighborhood and your safety.

To that end Valley News 
Group has asked the candidates 
in most of the important races to 
submit a statement to the papers.

We asked not for their 
standard speech-giving platforms, 
but we asked them to answer 
three questions specific to valley 
voters: What are you going to do 
to get the homeless in the valley 
off our streets? What are you 
going to do to stop home invasion 
robberies occurring more and 
more south of the boulevard? 
How are you going to put more 
of the money that comes from the 
valley back in the valley - instead 
of the City’s General Fund?

Over the next few weeks 
we’ll be running these statements 
to let you, our readers,  learn 
more about the candidates, their 
platforms, and most importantly, 
their plans for our valley.

 

How you vote in this 
election will have a direct 
impact on  your community, 
your neighborhood 

and your safety.

• What’s the difference between in-laws and outlaws? Outlaws are 
wanted! 

• ¥ou have to love Twitter for the witty musings that make the 
rounds. This breakdown of delivery services makes for a good chuckle:

-UPS: The package is in your neighborhood, on a truck driven by 
Ken and will arrive at 4:26 pm.

-FedEx: The package is out there, you’ll get it when you get it.
-USPS: What package?
-Amazon: We’re already inside your home, check the kitchen.

• Christopher James jokes that his sister is starting a new podcast 
where she self-diagnoses her ailments. It’s called his voicemail and 
new episodes happen every morning at 9 am. 

• Maddie Sciarra shares that her new glass coffin business, 
“Remains to Be Seen,” isn’t doing as well as she thought it would.

• Imagine a world where YouTube, Twitter and Facebook merge to 
become known as YouTwitFace. 

•  Didja hear about the mummy who went to his local bar to unwind?

• What room in a home is irrelevant for ghosts? The living room!

• Can’t stand the corny jokes? Remember, Winston Churchill said 
it: “A joke is a very serious thing.”

Letters to the Editor: The Home Depot Project; Councilman Lee’s Office Responds
Why would the City approve 

Home Depot coming to Granada 
Hills to destroy our residential 
neighborhood?  This project does 
not belong on Devonshire/Balboa 
- it belongs in an industrial area 
away from single family homes 
and apartments.

Home Depot creates an 
overwhelming amount of traffic 
including huge trucks.  A serious 
health and safety issue needs 
to be addressed since Home 
Depot attracts day laborers who 
use the perimeter and leave 
fast food trash, cans and bottles 
everywhere.

This project is not in 
conformance with the 
neighborhood plan and must 
be rejected by the City. What 
recourse do we have?

Please address your 
comments to City Planner: 
T i m . F a r g o @ l a c i t y . o r g

and Councilmember.lee@
lacity.org

Barbara Malin
•••

My name is Dan Rosales and 
I work on Planning Issues for 
Councilmember John Lee. To 
your question of a recourse, let 
me first tell you that this project 

is not by right and the HD project 
will and must be vetted through 
various public hearings because 
it is within the Granada Hill 
Specific Corridor where there are 
restrictions on uses and hours of 
operation.   

Over the years I have been 
involved with many planning 
issues within the City and can 
immediately perceive upon its 
filing how a Land Issue such as a 
Home Depot will be received by a 
Community.  

Prior to the Townhall Meeting 
at Kennedy High School,  I  

(Continued to page 14) 
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THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT YOU
.. .BECAUSE OF US.

COWE.COM
1-800-527-3646

By Miri Rossitto
A couple of weeks ago, 

I received a phone call from a 
business associate.  She was a 
little alarmed.  After installing 
a social media app, she got a 
notification stating, “Miri is in 
your area.  Would you like to 
share your location with her?”  
Mind you, I deleted this app from 
my phone and have not signed 
on in months -  maybe even 
close to a year.  But for some 
unknown reason, the app still had 
my information and alerted my 
business associate.  Needless to 
say, the call ended with an apology 
and a reassurance that it was not 
me sending said request on the 
app.  That phone call triggered 
a couple of thoughts.  What if 
she had not called me directly 
and thought I was stalking her?  
Can you imagine the impact it 
could have had on our business 
relationship?  How did that app 
still have my information even 
after being deleted off my phone?  

After doing a little digging, 
the answer to the last question is 
a bit more complex.  Can an app 
remain active after being deleted 
from your device?  The answer 
is no.  The app cannot gather 
current information or track your 
whereabouts once it is deleted 
from your device.  However, 
your data is still stored on the app 
developer’s server.  The stored 
data plays a part in reinstalling 
the app on your device or 
authenticating the device is yours 
- if lost or stolen.  Even if you 
delete it from your device, an app 
can still pull data from the back 
end.  

The best practice is to go 
into the app, deactivate your 
account, clear app history (cache) 
from your phone (if it gives you 
that option), and then delete the 
app from your device.  Those 
extra steps will help save you 
from potentially embarrassing 
situations.

Your online presence and 
persona are vital to making 
connections, establishing 
relationships, and maintaining 
those relationships.  As a business 
owner, you need to put your time 
and effort into maintaining your 
online presence—it is, after all, 
your first impression in the digital 
world and, as always, you want to 
make a positive, impactful, lasting 
impression.  Not only that, but it is 
also the medium for opportunities 
to connect with your audience and 
possible collaborators.  So, you 
want to keep it at its best.  Here 
are some tips on how to manage 

your online presence:
Maintain a list of all your 

social media accounts and apps.  
It is important to keep tabs of 
what social media accounts you 
have.  A lot of business owners 
utilize different social media to 
promote businesses:  LinkedIn, 
Facebook, Instagram, Tiktok, 
Pinterest, YouTube.  This 
includes apps such as Venmo, 
Meetup, Zoom, and Discord.  
Having a list of all your apps 
and social media accounts handy 
helps you keep track of what you 
have.  When you make a list, 
make sure you include your login 
information so that nothing gets 
lost in the shuffle.  If you have a 
website, include that on your list 
as well.  Make sure you include 
information on domain and host 
information for your website.

Review your apps and social 
media accounts regularly.  Make 
it a habit to review your apps and 
social media accounts on a regular 

basis.  Create categories.  Rank 
each account from most used to 
least.  Evaluate the effectiveness 
and relevance of each account 
to your business.  Identify the 
ones you don’t need and begin 
the process of eliminating them.

Deactivate and delete 
accounts as needed.  Once you 
identify the social media accounts 
and apps you no longer need, 
begin the process of deleting 
them.  Deactivate each account 
then delete them from your 
devices.  Once you finish that 
process, mark them as removed 
completely from your list.

Another thing you may 
consider is doing a search on 
your business and yourself 
on any search engine and see 
what comes up.  If there are 
accounts that do not pertain to 
you.  Do your research and get 
your name or your business 
removed from said account.

Incorporating audits into 
your routine is something you 
should consider.  At Cowe 
Communications, we offer 
brand and business audits.  
Find out how we can help! 
Visit our website at cowe.com.

Miri Rossitto is CEO of Cowe 
Communications. Follow them on 
all social @ CoweOfficial.

Online Presence:  How Apps Can 
Impact Business Relationships

Even if you delete it from your 
device, an app can still pull 
data from the back end. For 
some unknown reason, the 
app still had my information 
and alerted my business 
associate.

 Assemblywoman Suzette 
Martinez Valladares, whose 
district includes much of the north 
valley, announced today that 
Governor Gavin Newsom signed 
a budget bill that features her 
proposal to strengthen wildfire 
prevention measures earlier this 
week.

Valladares’ original bill, 
AB 267, extends a California 
Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) exemption for fuel 
reduction projects reviewed 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA). These 
projects help mitigate wildfire 
risks on federal lands across 
California. The Assembly and 
Senate budget committees 
incorporated this policy into 
AB 211, a budget trailer bill 
related to public resources, which 
Newsom just signed into law.

“Each year, wildfires pose a 
bigger threat than the year before,” 
said Valladares. “Families and 
business owners have been 
forced to evacuate, leaving the 
fires to damage their properties 
and personal belongings. It 
is time to focus on protecting 
homes and saving lives.”

Before its incorporation into 
the budget, AB 267 passed through 
the Assembly and Senate policy 
committees with widespread 
bipartisan support. This 
proposal also received support 
from several environmental 
advocates and public safety 
organizations, including the 
Nature Conservancy, California 
Professional Firefighters, and 
the California Fire Chiefs 
Association.

Governor Signs Valladares’
Wildfire Protection Bill
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The Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley is a registered 501 (c)3 in the state of California and is permitted to receive gifts in Los Angeles. EIN: 95-4419365

It’s Filipino American History Month and what better way to 
celebrate than to support local Filipino American business owners!  
This Saturday, October 8, from 1 to 5 pm, Northridge coffee shop Café 
Aficionado, in partnership with SoCal Filipinos, one of the biggest 
Filipino/Filipino American communities in Southern California, hosts 
this free community pop-up event.

The event features Filipino American-owned businesses 
and organizations in the San Fernando Valley, highlighting their 
contributions and successes within the community.

Abigail Cua, co-owner of Café Aficionado shares her sentiments 
on this upcoming event: “We’re so excited to be celebrating the history 
of our Filipino American community!  It’s huge that our culture is 
becoming more recognized and we’re making our mark on the map.  
This event will allow people in our city to know more about us and our 
culture and I’m excited for them to be a part of this event!”

Para Sa’yo, Say Say’s Cookies, Tixxi & Co., and Christian Ylagan 
Insurance and Fitness Solutions are some of the vendors participating 
at the event, which will be located at 8904 Reseda Blvd, outside of 
Café Aficionado.

Cafe Aficionado and SoCal Filipinos Celebrate 
Filipino American History Month

Jane Wagner’s one-woman 
show The Search for Signs of 
Intelligent Life in the Universe 
that features Saturday Night Live 
star Cecily Strong opened this 
week at Center Theatre Group / 
Mark Taper Forum. 

Interweaving the seemingly 
disparate lives of a punk-rock 
rebel, a socialite, a feminist, and 
a deceptively insightful observer, 
among many others, the Drama 
Desk-winning Unique Theatrical 
Experience  the play earned Lily 
Tomlin a Tony Award® for Best 
Actress in a Play. Now Emmy®-
nominated actress Cecily Strong 
slides through the tour-de-force 
roles created by the Peabody and 
Emmy Award-winning writer 
Jane Wagner who is reimagining 
the legendary one-person play for 
2022. 

“I have long been fascinated 
by the mystical implications of 
quantum theory,” said Wagner. 
“In truth, my dream was to 
get the audience to experience 
the universality of the deep 
interconnectedness of all living 
things – with Trudy as the 
guide… I wanted us to flash on 
just that thought – that we’re all 
connected.” 

Cecily Strong (Performer) is 
best known for her work as a cast 
member on Saturday Night Live, 
where she recently completed 
her 10th season. Strong received 
back-to-back Emmy nominations 
in 2020 and 2021 for Outstanding 
Supporting Actress in a Comedy 
Series for her work on “SNL.” 

Center Theatre Group, one 

of the nation’s preeminent arts 
and cultural organizations, is Los 
Angeles’ leading nonprofit theatre 
company, which, under the 
leadership of Managing Director 
/ CEO Meghan Pressman and 
Producing Director Douglas 
C. Baker, and in collaboration 
with the five Associate Artistic 
Directors, Luis Alfaro, Lindsay 
Allbaugh, Tyrone Davis, Neel 
Keller, and Kelley Kirkpatrick, 
programs seasons at the 736-seat 
Mark Taper Forum and 1,600 to 
2,100-seat Ahmanson Theatre at 
The Music Center in Downtown 
Los Angeles, and the 317-seat 
Kirk Douglas Theatre in Culver 
City. 

Tickets for The Search for 
Signs of Intelligent Life in the 
Universe are available through 
C e n t e r T h e a t r e G r o u p . o r g , 
Audience Services at (213) 628-
2772 or in person at the Center 
Theatre Group Box Offices at The 
Music Center.

Cecily Strong

The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life 
in the Universe Open at The Mark Taper 
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CALL TODAY AT (818) 891 - 3676

By Katie Sterling
Is evil born or bred? It’s 

the age old “nature vs. nurture” 
debate that has long plagued 
horror movies. Should we fear 
the villain or sympathize with 
them? Who is the true villain in 
a situation so unfathomable it 
seems almost impossible to point 
fingers? 

In the latest horror movie 
making waves, Barbarian starts 
off simple enough before delving 
into a surplus of surprises and 
layers you’ll be peeling back long 
after the credits have rolled.

It’s a dark and stormy night 
(isn’t it always?!) when Tess 
(Georgina Campbell) arrives 
at her Airbnb in the outskirts 
of Detroit only to find another 
lodger Keith (Bill Skarsgard, 
It) already occupying it. She’s 
self-aware enough to know that 
staying with a stranger isn’t 
the smartest of options, but her 
kindness overrides her suspicion. 
Keith, meanwhile, does his best 
to make Tess feel comfortable, 
but the overarching knowledge 
of situations where women are 
routinely threatened by men 
makes the air heavy with tension. 
It’s a theme that kicks off the 
narrative and weaves its way 
through most of the storyline.

To go more into the plot 
would ruin the experience and 
truly, what is a successful horror 
movie without the element of 
surprise? What starts as a classic 
and suspenseful tale of strangers 
quickly delves into a myriad 
of directions, making viewers 

In Barbarian, Expect the Unexpected
wonder how it all ties together. 

But perhaps the smartest 
element director Zach Cregger 
manipulates is the audience’s 
already held expectations. Casting 
actors who regularly play certain 
characters, i.e. Skarsgard who 
is famous for playing villainous 
clown Pennywise, provides an 
already established assumption 
in a viewer’s mind of what that 
actor’s role will be in this movie. 

Cregger is all too aware of these 
assumptions, making for a tense 
and twisty viewing experience. 
If there’s one takeaway from 
Barbarian, it’s to expect the 
unexpected.

Barbarian succeeds because 
of its subtlety, which ultimately 
makes for a scarier experience. 
Any horror fan knows that twists 
are essential to keep viewers on 
the edge of their seats, to push 
boundaries and make audiences 
uncomfortable. Whether you 
scream out in horror or laughter 
at the film’s ultimate climax, 
Barbarian will no doubt leave 
a lasting impression on you. 

It’ll challenge your 
viewpoint, and your boundaries, 
but you’ll certainly have points to 
debate upon conclusion. After all, 
aren’t horror films designed to be 
divisive?  

Now playing in theatres.

Who is the true villain in a 
situation so unfathomable
it seems almost impossible 
to point fingers? 

      VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT
 Fritz Coleman returns to the 

El Portal Theatre in his hilarious 
new standup comedy show 
Unassisted Living.

Come and add to the 
excitement as he records two 
shows for television, at 4 and 
7 pm on Sunday, October 16.

There is limited seating for 
these two performances in 
the intimate Monroe Forum.

Coleman has never been more 
right on with his reactions to all 
that we’ve just lived through 
with the pandemic. including…

- The fun and fear of getting 
the shots.

- Being a loner in lockdown.
- Friends turning vegan.

Fritz Coleman

- Being a parent.
- Being a grandparent.
- School on Zoom.

- Surviving a 40-year career 
as a television weather guesser.

And…reflections on that 
“pandemic” for which there are 
no vaccinations…GETTING 
OLD.

Reviewed as “smart and 
insightful,” no one puts into words 
our common experiences better 
than Fritz.  Come and see him in 
Unassisted Living at the El Portal.

For tickets visit elportaltheatre.
com.

Funnyman Fritz Coleman Debuts Comedy Show 

The San Fernando Valley Audubon Society will be holding a free 
guided tour of the Sepulveda Basin on Saturday, October 8, from 9 to 
10:30 am. Led by Muriel Kotin, the tour is perfect for families, first-
time birders or anyone interested in the basin! Participants meet at the 
ampitheater.

There are always great birds for every level of expertise, and the 
lake guarantees the “big birds” – egrets, herons, cormorants, ducks and 
geese, that are so gratifying to young/beginning birders.

Enter at 17017 Burbank Blvd., Encino.

Become  a Birder This Weekend!
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The 1st Annual Sagebrush 
Cantina Music, Food and Fun! 
Festival will take place on 
the grounds of the legendary 
Sagebrush Cantina October 8.  

The rock band The 
Wallflowers, led by Bob Dylan’s 
son Jakob Dylan, will bring their 
roots rock to the festival.

The Wallflowers will play at 
the Sagebrush Cantina in their 
only 2022 L.A. appearance. They 
will take the stage at 4 pm.

Also performing at the 
Festival are the Sons of Silver 
with their no-nonsense rock ‘n’ 
roll sensibilities, and Robbie 
Kriger of The Doors.

The Sagebrush Cantina 
is located at 23527 Calabasas 
Road in the heart of Old Town 
Calabasas.  For more information 
on the restaurant call (818) 222-
6062 or visit sagebrushcantina.
com.For tickets visit www.
universe.com/sagebrush.

Wallflowers, Sons of Silver and Robbie Krieger at Sagebrush Music Festival 

Dustbowl Revival takes the stage October 15.

The Tiny Porch Concerts Sonic Boom Festival scheduled for 
Paramount Ranch Saturday, October 15 has added an explosive array 
of new musical talents, a second stage, enhanced Beer and Wine Corral, 
kids’ activities, and more sponsors. 

This one-of-a-kind music festival is produced by Tiny Porch 
Concerts with support of the Santa Monica Mountains Fund, that will 
help restore the iconic Paramount Ranch which was destroyed in the 
97,000-acre Woolsey Fire in 2018.

Grammy Award-winning Rebirth Brass Band from New Orleans, 
along with Grammy Sward winner Don Flemons will be performing 
along with L.A.’s own Dustbowl Revival as well as other local artists 
including Water Tower, Abby Posner, The Eagle Rock Gospel Singers, 
and Yosmel Montejo y La Caliente. Performances will be on three 
stages in the western town of Paramount Ranch.

The Paramount Ranch Sonic Boom Festival begins at Paramount 
Ranch at high noon October 15, with gates opening at 11 am. Local 
craft vendors, beer and wine, food trucks, crafts for kids, and unique 
jamming sessions will be available throughout the park. General 
admission is $45 per person. 

The Beer and Wine Corral, featuring Ladyface Ale House and 
Cornell Winery, is $85 per person and includes parking, admission, 
and access to beer and wine tastings from 3 to 5 pm.

Event sponsors include RainChains.com, Rick Hollman, 
AmaWaterways, Cheesecake Factory, Frayed Calabasas, Out-Fit, 
Create Studio, SoCal 88.5 – The Sound, West Valley Horse Center, 
Bradley & David Hertz, The Lake Avenue Group at Morgan Stanley. 

Tiny Porch Concerts is a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation 
dedicated to the arts and preserving the Santa Monica Mountains. 

For more info and tickets, go to betterunite.com/sonicboom. 

Grammy Award Winners On Stage in Agoura 

Tim McGraw Headlines Boots & Brews Festival
CBF Productions, one of 

California’s largest traveling 
festival production companies 
for over 13 years, announced the 
last of its Boots & Brews Country 
Music Festivals. 

Country music star Tim 
McGraw ends the season on 
October 14 with his debut Ventura 
performance. 

The family-friendly outdoor 
affair will feature tasty food 
vendors, local craft brews, and 
music from one of today’s most 
sought-after country artists with 
a live in-person performance.

“We are so excited to bring our 
famous Boots & Brew’s Country 
Music Festival to Ventura,” said 
Founder of CBF Productions, 
Vincenzo Giamanco. “We are 
thrilled to have such a fantastic 
headliner with Tim McGraw’s 
debut Ventura performance.”

Returning to sunny California 
after years of postponement due to 
the pandemic, one of the county’s 
largest and most successful 
country music festivals is back. 

Past acts have included Jake 
Owen, Morgan Wallen, Maddie 

& Tae, Chris Lane, Russell 
Dickerson and more. CBF 
Productions has ramped up its 
amenities this year and upgraded 
some features for VIP attendees, 
including exclusive “corrals,” 
bars, and food vendors. 

Boots & Brews will be held at 
Surfer’s Point, from 3 to 10 pm. It’s 
a season finale not to be missed! 

For more information on 
all upcoming Boots & Brews 
Country Music Festival dates, 
visit cbfproductions.com and join 
the mailing list to receive special 
offers.

Country superstar Tim McGraw

Sagbrush Cantina presents The Wallflowers, above left, Robbie Krieger above 
right, and Sons of Silver, above, on October 8.
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16156 San Fernando Mission Blvd. 
818-488-1131

Open M-S 11 am to 7 pm
Closed Sundays

KABOB BROS
All Fresh Meats

Chicken • Beef • Lamb • Pork 
Ready-Made Kebabs

Lunch Specials 
Kabob Plates  • Lavash Wraps

Burgers 

Hummus • Salad • Baba Ganoush
Tzatziki • Grilled Tomato & Pepper

Grand Opening Special
10% Off Any Order Over $25

Show This Ad - Good Thru 6/30/22

FALL SPECIAL!
10% OFF ANY ORDER OVER $25
Show this ad. Good through 10-31-22

Haunt O’ Ween is a Frightfully Fun 
Experience for Families

Tis the season for spooky 
adventures and Haunt O’ ween 
is bringing a family-friendly 
experience to The Promenade 
at Westfield Topanga! From 
now until the end of the month, 
guests are invited to an interactive 
and immersive experience 
that channels all the best of 
Halloween including trick-or-
treating, potion-making, bounce 
houses, games, rides, food and 
musical performances. Enter the 
pumpkin playground through 
a Jack O’ Lantern tunnel and 
indulge in all the entertainment 
options for as long as you’d 
like! Dance at the Beyond the 
Grave Rave, climb hay bundles 
at the Fangtastic Fair or meet 
some friends at Funny Bones 
Farmhouse. While the kids play, 
the adults can indulge in some 
seasonal spirits at the myriad of 
bars peppered around the 200,000 
square-feet of themed space. After 
all, it wouldn’t be Halloween 
without a few tricks AND treats!

Despite the name, this 

experience is intended for all ages 
and you won’t find any ghoulish 
scares or haunted happenings 
creeping around the corners. 
Rather, it’s the ideal outing for the 
littlest ones in your family who 
will delight in the age-appropriate 
rides. The free candy doesn’t 
hurt either... Plus, costumes for 
people, and pets, are encouraged!

The event is produced by 
Experiential Supply Co who 
has staged holiday events in 
the Valley before and knows 
exactly what their clientele is 
looking for in a themed event!  

Park for free in the 
surrounding lot and you’re 
immediately steps away from a 
wonderland of Halloween fun. 

Haunt O’ween opens every 
night at 4 pm and runs until 10 
pm, with the last entry at 9 pm. 
General admission starts at $36, 
with VIP and group bundles 
available. For more info and 
tickets, visit hauntoweenla.
com. It’s a frightfully fun Valley 
experience for the whole family!

Long regarded as one of 
America’s finest vocalists and 
pianists, Harry Connick Jr. will 
perform a special engagement 
entitled “A Holiday Celebration” 
for just three nights only, 
December 15 through 17, at the 
Pantages Theatre.

Connick Jr. has continued 
to establish himself as one of the 
most beloved artists performing 
holiday music to date, thrilling 
audiences around the world for 
decades with his definitive take 
on Christmas classics, as well 
as his own originals and fan 
favorites like “(It Must’ve Been 

Ol’) Santa Claus” and “When 
My Heart Finds Christmas.”

He has received recognition 
with multiple Gramy and 
Emmy Awards as well as Tony 
nominations for his live and 
recorded musical performances, 
his achievements on screens 
large and small, and his 
appearances on Broadway as 
both an actor and a composer.

 The three performances 
begin at 8 pm nightly and tickets 
to “A Holiday Celebration” start 
at $59. For more details, visit 
broadwayinhollywood.com/
events/detail/harryconnickjr.

Christmas is Coming... and so is
Harry Connick Jr. in a Holiday Celebration

      VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT
Kids Costume Contest at The Vineyards Porter Ranch

Get those costumes ready! 
The Vineyard at Porter 

Ranch is holding a costume 
contest and parade on Thursday, 
October 20, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.

At 5:30 pm, solo musician 
Kira Morrison will kick off the 

family-friendly evening with 
live music to set the spooky 
mood. Then, will be the start 
the costume parade where a 
hand-selected judge will rate 
the children’s costumes and 
choose one winner to receive 

the Best Costume 2022 trophy.
After the costume parade 

and contest, all the little ghost 
and ghouls will trick-or-treat 
across The Vineyards, from 
Whole Foods to Nordstrom Rack.

Bring your own bag!
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Sip, Savor and Soar in Sonoma 
By Kathleen Sterling

Work. Stress. Heat.
We needed a getaway – but there’s never enough time.
Where could we go for a short trip? On short notice?
Pins in the map led up to the wine country. Close, 

cooler and easy.
Made even easier by using Avelo Air.
Avelo is the new low-cost airline flying out of Burbank 

Airport. They serve 10 destinations from the west coast 
– including Sonoma/Santa Rosa, Salt Lake City, Denver, 
Bend, Boise, Eugene, Eureka, Medford, Pasco and Redding.

The young crew flies the Boeing Next Gen 737’s with 
humor, even for the short flight to Northern California. 
They were cheery as we found our seats, and announced 
that the butterfly that got on in Burbank had deplaned and 
would not accompany us to the wine country.

Even though it was just a short haul, the plane was 
really comfortable. We were impressed with the ease of 
boarding and opted to check one bag, as the cost was 
reasonable.

Avelo runs 
weekly specials, 
and we were thrilled 
at the last minute 
booking and ticket 
purchase – and the 
price. Sign up for 
e-mails and you’ll 
get notifications of 
their deals… often 
from $29 each way.

The Avelo crew 
is so chill that when 
we landed at the 
small Santa Rosa 
airport the landing 
staff were sitting on 
lawn chairs on the 
tarmac to greet us.

Santa Rosa 
was our home base 
for our three-day 
jaunt. We stayed in 
the old courthouse turned hotel. 
The modern E-Hotel in its vintage 
building overlooked the charming 
town square and was walking 
distance to the small town’s cute 
shops and bistros.

From there it was a short 
15-minute drive to Healdsburg and 
Sonoma and our weekend wine 
tour!

We relaxed Friday night under 
the giant sequoias on the patio 
of Simi Winery, sipping their 2019 Russian River Chardonnay and 
nibbling on their spicy homemade popcorn – a perfect pairing! 

We could feel the stress of the week fade away as we planned the 
rest of the weekend.

After a hearty breakfast Saturday morning at the family-owned 
Mac’s Deli, it was time to hit the wine trail in Alexander and Russian 
River Valleys.

Our first stop was the exquisite Jordan Winery. The building itself 
evokes the great French wineries, and their French-inspired wines 
were delightfully paired with a box of gourmet cheeses and nuts.

We toured the vineyard and enjoyed our tasting atop a hill 
overlooking their sustainably-farmed vines, which stretched 
out over the horizon. Walking the vineyard gives you a great 
understanding of the amazing terroir of the area, and as Jordan 
is known for their cabs, an appreciation of their deep bouquets 
with aromas of red cherries, dried herbs and hints of white pepper.

St. Francis Winery was the next stop on our whistle-stop 
tour. For over a half century they have continued their legacy 
of winemaking. Their wines range from some hearty old vine 
zinfandels and lovely reds, including cabernet, petite syrah, merlot 
and sangiovese – to buttery chardonnays and even a fresh rosé.

Since it was technically brunch hour when we arrived, we enjoyed 

the crisp, tropical fruit-tinged 
chard and a full bodied rosé. 
Sitting in a gazebo on the edge of 
the vineyard enjoying the breeze, 
we enjoyed the food pairing 
from Executive Chef Peter 
Janiak. The five- course dining 
experience highlights Sonoma’s 
diverse culinary traditions – 
the seasonable pairing draws 
from the local bounty of the 
Northern California region. 

Climbing aboard St. Francis’ 
pedal-powered trolley, we had 
a one-of-a-kind vineyard tour, 
learning about the winery’s history 
and viticulture while sipping 
another lovely glass of wine.

Totally relaxed – and not 
too buzzed – we ended the 
afternoon at Silver Oak. They’re 
a completely LEED-certified, 

powered by solar winery, using reclaimed water in the 
vineyard.  The iconic water tower still sits at the entrance 
to the winery as a testament to their sustainable practices.

Silver Oak, of course, is famous for their cabs, 
so for our tasting we tried the 2017 Alexander Valley, 
the 2017 Napa Valley cab and the 2012 Alexander 
Valley. We enjoyed the ruby red, warm and inviting 
wines while sitting in the modern-barn-inspired 
tasting room overlooking the 113-acre estate.

Deciding we’d ended our wine tour on a high 
note, we purchased a few bottles for later – and 
rested up at our hotel before venturing out for dinner.

The Stark Family of restaurants are renowned in 
Northern California, and we chose Bravas tapas bar for 
our repast. Well-sated with wine, the idea of tasting a 
variety of different bites was appealing.

Bravas is famous for their paella, served with Spanish 
rice and Sonoma flavors. While waiting for that to cook 
we enjoyed marinated olives, Marcona almonds and 
goat cheese toast with truffle honey. You can’t go wrong 

with Duncan’s 
mushrooms with 
toasted garlic and 
sherry, and the 
grilled sea scallops 
with romesco and 
leeks were a hit. 
The skirt steak with 
Valadon cheese 
butter and red onion 
was a beautiful 
steak tartare. We 
enjoyed all our 
bites with glasses 
of – what else? - 
some Alexander 
Valley chardonnays, 
though Bravas has 
a wide selection of 
Spanish reds and 
whites in addition 
to local wines.

While enjoying our meal 
we got to chatting with the 
neighboring table – who turned out 
to be publishers of the local papers! 
Even though we were on vacation 
from work, it was wonderful 
to talk newspapers, changes in 
production, friends in common and 
local news with the two of them.

Bravas was the perfect end 
to a perfect day. An early meal, a 
light offering of tapas and an early 

bedtime, as we had an adventure planned for the next day!
Up before daybreak, we headed out in the countryside to Sonoma 

Ballooning. We climbed into the basket (which held about eight people 
in four corner compartments) and watched as they filled the actual 
balloon. We rose into the sky to catch the sunrise over the rolling 
vineyards.

It was a bucket-list experience. Soaring quietly over the landscape 
we were all silent and in awe of the breaking dawn. 

I admit I stayed in the corner of the basket at first as we were pretty 
damn high up. But as we cruised just under the clouds I ventured to the 
edge to enjoy the incredible vista. 

After two hours we landed safely in the Kendall Jackson vineyard 
atop a hill. A balloonist tradition is to always carry a bottle of champagne 
in the cargo to share with wherever you land, because they might not be 
expecting you!  We all shared the bubbly and toasted our experience, 
agreeing it was a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Having landed safely, we headed to the airport and took off to 
the skies again on Avelo, back home to L.A. Our three-day quickie 
vacation left us refreshed, replenished and replete with good food, 
good wine and great experiences. Getting up, up and especially away 
let us face Monday once again – but this time with smiles on our faces 
as we remembered how much we packed into our getaway weekend! 

Clockwise from top: Ballooning 
over Sonoma; Simi Winery under the 
Sequoias, Silver Oaks water tower, 
wine and cheese pairing, paella at 
Bravas, Jordan Winery, St. Francis’ 
wine trolley, Avelo Airlines, enjoying 
the sunrise over the vineyards.
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By Janey M. Rifkin
“Skin cancer is much more 

common as we get older, thanks 
to having more years of sun 
exposure,” says Rebecca Hartman 
MD, MPH, director of melanoma 
epidemiology at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston. 
While most skin cancers are 
not deadly, the average age of 
melanoma (the most potentially 
deadly cancer) is 65, she added. 
These steps can help you keep a 
close eye on your skin and know 
when it’s time for the doctor to 
take a look at it.

You may have a variety 
of spots on your skin including 
moles, skin tags, and age spots but 
it is potentially more worrisome 
when there are new or changing 
spots which require a call for 
more professional “looks.”  Many 
dermatologists recommend 
monthly appointments if your 
skin has once developed skin 
cancer.

What to look for? Dr. 
Hartman recommends the ugly 
duckling method for checking 
your skin. “Benign lesions 
typically all kind of look like 
each other so look for the ugly 

duckling – the one that stands out 
as different from the rest of your 
spots,” she says. A cancerous 
spot might be growing larger, be 
asymmetrical, be multi-colored 
or have irregularly shaped 
borders.

A red flag means see 
a dermatologist. Some 
dermatologists offer virtual 
appointments but if you have a 
suspicious spot, your doctor will 
still need to see you in the clinic 
to truly diagnose it. If your doctor 
suspects skin cancer, he or she 
will likely biopsy some cells to 
determine whether or not they are 
cancerous.

Janey Rifkin is a syndicated 
writer and longtime Health 
Editor of the Valley News Group.

Health Perspectives

Skin Spots: What’s Worrisome, 
What’s Not?

Scheduling your annual mammogram beginning at age 40 is 
an important and easy way to protect your health. At the Carole 
Pump Women’s Center at Dignity Health – Northridge Hospital 
Medical Center, we make it easier with online scheduling. 
Simply visit DignityHealth.org/CPWC and choose the best  
time for you, or call (818) 885-8500 ext. 4010.

Take time to take care.
Mammography Services

According to the US Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
(DEA), schools across the country 
have been warned to be on the 
lookout for “rainbow fentanyl.” 

Fentanyl, a synthetic opioid 
up to 100 times more potent than 
morphine, is being manufactured 
in a variety of bright colors to 
mirror the look of candy. 

 “Rainbow fentanyl—fentanyl 
pills and powder that come in a 
variety of bright colors, shapes, 
and sizes - is a deliberate effort by 
drug traffickers to drive addiction 
amongst kids and young adults,” 
a DEA representative said in the 
statement. 

 Due to the potency of the 
product, individuals can overdose 
after ingesting even a minor 
amount of the drug, which is the 
reason fentanyl is the deadliest 
drug currently headlining the 
opioid crisis in the United States. 
Approximately two grams of 
fentanyl, equivalent to about 15 
grains of table salt, can be deadly.

Rainbow fentanyl has been 
found in not only a variety 
of colors, but in both pill and 
powder form.   

Due to the colorful nature of the 
drugs, the DEA is most concerned 
about accidental ingestion from 
individuals who may assume it is 

a form of candy. Or the fact that 
the pill looks “fun” and thus, may 
be more enticing to take. 

Latest data suggests that since 
the COVID pandemic, drug 
overdoses have jumped 44%. 

 If you believe you’ve come 

across any form of fentanyl, 
do not handle it and call 911 
immediately. The DEA said in 
its August 30 statement, “Every 
color, shape, and size of fentanyl 
should be considered extremely 
dangerous.”

“Rainbow Fentanul” Drives Latest Drug Warning
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16911 SAN FERNANDO MISSION BLVD.

GRANDA HILLS CA 91344

818-363-8107

By Tim Gaspar
Last week in Los Angeles 

news spread fast that hip hop 
superstar PNB was robbed and 
tragically murdered for a diamond 
necklace and watch he flaunted 
on Instagram. I

n March of this year, a 
customer at Il Pastaio in Beverly 
Hills was robbed of his $500k 
Richard Mille watch while dining 
with friends. 

Newsworthy stories like 
these seem to be popping up more 
and more in Los Angeles.  Thieves 
that target high end jewelry know 
exactly what they are looking 
for and are not shy about going 
after it, even in broad daylight. 

Paying a Lot to Insure Jewelry? 

While nobody is likely to 
grab my G-Shock digital watch 
while I dine at IHOP, this did 
get me wondering whether 
these jewelry collectors and 
entertainers have their jewelry 
insured. (yes, every thought in my 
mind is about insurance - don’t 
judge me!)

Generally, most of my clients 
with lots of jewelry will insure it. 
Even if you don’t wear jewelry 
while out eating on a patio 
somewhere, jewelry is easy to 
lose. I honestly cannot count how 
many vacuum cleaner bags I’ve 
seen people go through looking 
for that diamond that fell out of 
their ring or necklace. 

Because jewelry is easy 
to lose, it’s also expensive to 
insure. Insuring most jewelry 
will likely cost around 1.8% 
to 3% of the value annually. It 
may not seem like it, but that’s 
a pretty big difference in rate. 
That means one person with a 
$10,000 Rolex will pay $180 
a year while another person 
with the same Rolex pays $300. 

So…who pays more to 
insure jewelry and who pays less?

First, who pays less? Not too 
many surprises here. If you put 
your jewelry in a bank vault you’ll 
pay a lot less. The challenge there 
is that you’ll need to call your 
insurance person every time you 
take pieces out of the vault and 
if you have a needy insurance 
person like me - I will ask to be 
invited wherever you are going.

Secondly, if you have no 
recent insurance claims then 
insurance companies like you. 
No surprise there. Of course, 
having a burglar alarm, living in 
a gated community, etc. all help. 
One additional piece though is 
occupation, someone who is 
a CPA or architect is going to 
pay less than some um....riskier 
occupations. 

So, not part of that first group 
above? You might pay more. 
Certainly if you have a history 
of insurance claims you will 
have trouble getting coverage. 
Insurance companies don’t care if 
you are careless or just have bad 
luck, they don’t want any part of 

it. 
No appraisal? You’ll also 

pay more and that’s if any carrier 
will insure you without one. An 
appraisal gives proof the item 
exists and someone who doesn’t 
want to shell out money for an 
appraisal says they might not care 
about the item as much as they 

say.
Lastly is the factor of 

occupation. New money is bad. 
Anyone who made their money 
fast is generally a claim waiting 
to happen. Job type is also 
crucial. Sports stars and young 
entertainers don’t have a great 
reputation for being responsible 
with expensive things.  Most 
carriers want someone five years 
into pro sports before they are 
insurable for a lot of things. 

Lastly, insurance writers read 
tabloids a lot. I think insurance 
underwriters actually keep most 
of the supermarket newspapers 
at the checkout stand in business. 
If an underwriter sees you in the 
tabloids it’s a hard no. Being in 
a tabloid generally equals bad 
life choices which might include 
wearing a $500k watch to a 
spaghetti lunch. 

So there you have it, some 
people pay more for jewelry 
insurance! I would imagine the 
injustice of a wealthy baseball 
player paying more to insure his 
Patel Phillippe will bother you 
greatly. Just one more reason you 

made a good decision giving 
up your career as a rapper to do 
real estate.

Tim Gaspar is the owner of 
Gaspar Insurance in Woodland 
Hills and Simi Valley. He also has 
offices in Arizona and New Jersey. 
To reach Gaspar call (866) 624- 
4012 or visit gasparinsurance.
com.

Rapper or 
real estate agent? 

The reasons you 
pay more than your 

neighbor may 
surprise you.  

The Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley will host their Denim & 
Diamonds gala  on November 12.

The club will honor Northridge Hospital Foundation with their 
Program Champion Award, Councilman Bob Blumenfield  with their 
Community Leadership Award, and Susan and Allen M. Lawrence 
with their Spirit of Philanthropy Award. 

Youth of the Year Esmeralda Castellanos will also be honored. 
Rams Super Bowl Champion Roland Williams will act as Master of 
Ceremonies.

The event will be held at The Canyon in Agoura. For more 
information and tickets visit tinyurl.com/register-bgcwv.

Northridge Hospital to Be Honored
at Boys & Girls Club Gala

The Chatsworth Library is now holding free classes every Monday 
and Friday.at 10:30 am.  The DVD classes may be stretching, yoga, 
strength, or core training.  A mask is currently required in the library.  
The library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For 
more information call (818) 341-4276.

Free Exercise Class at Chatsworth Library 
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Fix potholes and maintain streets and highways
Fix deteriorating bridges, ramps, and overpasses
Improve safety by upgrading on and off ramps, guardrails and fixing bottlenecks
Improve and expand L.A. Metro Service
Create good, union jobs
Fight climate change
Improve air quality

You both want to become Supervisor.
We want our Fair Share for the Valley!

Bob Hertzberg & 
Lindsey Horvath

For far too long, our taxpayer dollars go 
downtown and don't come back. It's time to 
invest in our San Fernando Valley infrastructure.
The San Fernando Valley is home to only 2 of 93 L.A. Metro stops, cutting off seniors, 
working people, families, and those with disabilities from accessible transit options. 
Improving streets, highways, and the L.A. Metro means more than connecting 
communities – these infrastructure projects also create good union jobs that boost 
our local economy. 

We ask that you:
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received many emails and 
phone calls including yours 
that expressed your same 
sentiments about this project. 
I accept full responsibility for 
not being present and apologize 
if you perceived our absence 
as endorsing or supporting this 
project. 

This is farthest from the truth.   
The Councilman understands 
that on its face, this is a major 
project that can forever strip our 
Community of their peaceful use 
and enjoyment of their homes, 
shopping options and travel along 
the Devonshire-Balboa Corridors 
if Home Depot is allowed to go 

in and do their business as usual.
The events leading up to today 

are as follows: 
In October 2021  HD purchased 

the Theatre Site along with the 
15 other retail fronts between 
the Theatre and Autozone for 
$37 Million Dollars. In March 
2022, the SFV Business Journal 
broke the news of this purchase 
as well as the news that HD filed 
a City Application for the partial 
demolition of the retail center and 
theater for the construction of a 
136,000 Sq.Ft HD and Garden 
Center.

Our office never received from 
HD written notice, a call or any 
professional ourtesy of this filed 

application. Though the purchase 
is a private matter that we cannot 
control, It was disturbing to read 
in the SFV Business Journal that 
HD had done the filing without 
a notice or email as professional 
courtesy.

At this time, we await real 
data revealing all obvious and 
unknown community impacts.  
Again. The HD project is not a by 
right project and it must be vetted 
through various public hearings 
and we look forward to working 
and communicating with you as 
the project moves forward.

Please know that I am available 
to speak to you at anytime and 
thank you for contacting our 
office.

--

(Continued from page 4)
Councilman Lee’s Office on the Home Depot Project

Non-Profit Takes Aim at L.A. Infrastructure
By Kathleen Sterling

Roads, bridges, streetlights, 
transit - L.A.’s infrastructure has 
taken a hit over the years.

Whether it’s from aging, 
climate change, over-use or 
neglect, residents are tired of 
hitting potholes,   having no 
lighting on their streets, having 
no real rapid transit and traveling 
over crumbling bridges.

One local non-profit is aiming 
to solve that. Rebuild SoCal 
Partnership is an organization 
representing 2,750 contractors 
throughout Southern California. 
Their goal is to work with 
elected officials and educate the 
public on the continued need for 
essential infrastructure funding 
for bridges, rails, road, water, 
ports and airports.

Executive Director Jon 
Switalski has directed a PR 
campaign to the candidates for 
Third District Supervisor, Bob 
Hertzberg and Lindsey Horvath. 
The County Board of Supervisors 
is basically the “checkbook” for 
Los Angeles, and instrumental 
in approving funding for such 
projects. 

According to Switalski, 
the Third District race has the 
potential to “change the dynamics 
of the Board of Supervisors.”

He would like to see more 
emphasis on transportation and 
infrastructure projects that will 
impact and improve the lives of 
millions of Angelenos.

“We need to invest significantly 
in transit,” Switalski told Valley 
News Group. He points out that 
the San Fernando Valley is home 
to over 1.8 million people, but 
only has two of Metro’s 93 rail 
stops, limited access for seniors, 
working people, families and 
those with disabilities from 
accessible transit options.

“The reality is we’re not going 
to convert all drivers to rail, bus 
or bike - we also need to make 
sure our road infrastructure is a 
high priority.” He argues that old 
intersections need updated, which 
could increase  traffic flow and 
capacity.

Bridges are another focus. 
According to SoCal Partnership, 
California has almost 2,000 
bridges that have been classified 
as structurally deficient, meaning 

some portion of the bridge needs 
urgent repair. The group was not 
involved in the recent demolition 
of the unsafe Encino bridge, but 
rather was an advocate that it be 
replaced asap. They also asked 
Governor Newsom to fund $1.5 
billion to fix every weakened 
bridge, which would have 
leveraged another $4.5 billion in 
federal funds.

Another focus of the group 
is on water infrastructure. “We 
can’t conserve our way out of a 
drought,” said Switalski. “We 
need to explore desalinization 
and pure water projects.  Yes, we 
need to conserve and make better 
use of our water - but it has to be 
addressed on the supply side as 
well.” 

Switalski stressed that Rebuild 
SoCal Partnership doesn’t 
do business for individual 
contractors. They take a 
“macro” approach to represent 
three unions with 90,000 

workers, promoting education 
and advocacy campaigns for 
infrastructure building and 
improvement, which in turn 
leads to more construction jobs. 

The current campaign is asking 
the supervisorial candidates to   fix 
and maintain streets and highways, 
fix deteriorating bridges, ramps 
and overpasses, improve safety 
by upgrading on and off ramps 
and guardrails, improve and 
expand Metro services, create 
good union jobs, fight climate 
change and improve air quality.

An ambitious list, but Switalsi 
himself knows the ins and outs 
of working with state and local 
governments - he was a state 
representative in Michigan and 
as such has done a lot of public 
policy work.

“That experience gave me 
unique insight into how focusing 
on infrastructure can improve 
community and individual 
livelihoods.” 

For more information on 
Rebuild SoCal Partnership visit 
rebuildsocal.org. 

Residents are tired of hitting 
potholes,   having no lighting 
on their streets, having no 
real rapid transit and traveling 
over crumbling bridges.
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Cindy Royall Libonati
REAL ESTATE AGENT, DRE#00582036
SERVING MY REAL ESTATE CLIENTS SINCE 1976.

818.421.4468
CindyAgent@aol.com

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. 

Your Local Area 
Professional Realtor ®

Oh by the way...
I’m never too busy for you or your referrals!

By Neill Simmons
The highlight of October is 

the Orionids Meteor Shower on 
Friday night, October 21.  This 
event should produce one meteor 
every five minutes.  If you can 
get away from the city lights or 
go out in the early hours from 4 
am to dawn, more meteors can be 
seen.  

The king of planets, Jupiter, is 
putting on a show every night in 
the east.  It is the brightest object 
as darkness falls.  Jupiter is the 
closest it’s been to Earth since 
1970, and is now in the Zodiac 
constellation Pisces.  Jupiter is a 
giant gas planet with a core the 
size of Earth.  To the right is the 
planet Saturn, which is located 
in the constellation Capricorn.  
Look towards the south.

The red planet, Mars, rises in 
the east after 10 pm.  Mars is in 
the constellation, Taurus the Bull.  
It’s increasing in brightness each 
month as the Earth and Mars get 
closer together by December. 

DAWN PATROL:  Mercury 
is best seen early in the morning 
between the seventh and the 10th 
of the month.  For all the early 
risers, look out between 5:45 and 
6:15 am.

The best constellation to spot 
here in the city is “The Great 
Square” also known as Pegasus.  
These four stars look like a box 
tilted to one side.  It is located 
above the super bright planet 
Jupiter.

BINOCULAR TARGET:   
Look to the left of “The Great 
Square” and spot a fuzzy ball of 
light.  This is our neighboring 
galaxy, Andromeda, which is 
2.5 million light years away.  
Remember a light year is a large 
unit of length used to express 
astronomical distances and is 
equivalent to about 5.88 trillion 

Nighttrek Report: What to See in 
the October Sky

miles.  Wow!
The “W” shaped constellation, 

Cassiopeia, is the vain queen  
mother of Andromeda in Greek 
mythology.  It is easy to see 
Cassiopeia in October. Look for 
the big “W” in the north.

In the same area look for the 
Cepheus constellation.  This 
formation is in the shape of a 

little house and it is directly 
above Cassiopeia.  Cepheus in 
Greek mythology is husband 
of Cassiopeia and father of 
Andromeda.

October 9 brings the “Hunter 
Full Moon.”  It earned this name 
from the American Indians who 
used this full Moon to complete 
the hunt for game before the 
harsh winter arrived.

JPL and NASA NEWS:  In 
the last few months, the Mars 
probe “INSIGHT” recorded four 
meteors that crash near the lander. 

A  star party is being put 
on by the San Diego Parks and 
Recreation Department  and 
the Julian Dark Sky Network in 
the town of Julian on Saturday 
October 22 at dusk. This is a free 
event.  More info is available 
from juliandarkskynetwork@
gmail.com

When not stargazing, Neill 
Simmons is Wealth Manager  
with  LPL Financial in Woodland 
Hills.  If you have any  astronomy 
or financial questions, he may 
be reached at (818) 936-2626 
or at neill.simmons@lpl.com

The best constellation 
to spot here in the city 
is “The Great Square” 
also known 
as Pegasus.  

ZOOM Draft Oct. 16 (or 17?) 
from 2 AL& 2 NL winners; 
2nd round is World Series.

FANTASY BASEBALL PLAY-OFF FUN !

Call 
(818) 427-3595 after 1 PM.



ISRAEL
PHILHARMONIC

ORCHESTRA
LAHAV SHANI, MUSICAL DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR

The Israel Philharmonic makes a historic Soraya debut 
with new music director Lahav Shani who inherited the role 
from Los Angeles’ beloved Zubin Mehta.  Shani will conduct 
the first ever Mahler symphony to resound in the Great 
Hall. The concert opens with the foremost Israeli composer 
of classical music, Paul Ben-Haim whose works uplifted 
Jewish life as the nation of Israel was first forming in the 
shadow of World War II.

EMILY BEAR PLAYS SYBERIA: THE WORLD BEFORE 
AND OTHER WORKS BY  INON ZUR 

WITH THE  LOS ANGELES JEWISH SYMPHONY 
DR. NOREEN GREEN, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR 

Grammy and Emmy Award-winner Emily Bear will be the piano soloist 
for the world premiere of the concert suite from Syberia: The World 
Before by Israeli-American Emmy Award-winner and three-time 
BAFTA-nominated composer Inon Zur.

To purchase tickets, please visit www.TheSoraya.org or call 818.677.3000

TheSorayaStage TheSoraya.org | 818.677.3000

Sat Nov 5 | 8pm

Sun Nov 20 | 7pm
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