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News in Brief 

The 17th annual Granada Hills Street Fair will take 
place this Saturday, October 22, from 10 to 5 pm. Enjoy an 
Oktoberfest beer garden, live music, food, arts and crafts, 
and a car show. There will also be a kids zone, and local 
vendors for fun shopping.

The fair will take place on Chatsworth Street between 
Encino and Zelzah. 

Granada Hills Street Fair Saturday

Volunteers Sought for 
North Valley Cleanup

Free Fentanyl Seminar for Parents

The non-profit Volunteers Cleaning Communities is 
seeking volunteers for their ongoing cleanup of the north 
valley. On Tuesday October 25, from 8 to 10 am they will 
be cleaning at the end of Topanga Canyon Blvd. and the 118 
Freeway. On Wednesday, October 26 they will be cleaning 
the Corbin train track area. Meet at Mimi’s parking lot. 
On Saturday, October 29 the team will be at Tampa and 
the 118 Freeway. Meet at the Jack in the Box parking lot. 
There will be a joint beautification event on Sunday, October 
30, at 8:30 am with Chatsworth Neighborhood Council and 
Kiwanis to trim the historic olive trees. Meet at the parking 
lot of Country Deli at Topanga and Lassen. At each event 
look for the team members wearing yellow vests. For more 
information visit volunteerscleaningcommunities.com.

(Continued to page 6)

Overdoses. Fentanyl disguised as candy. Halloween 
around the corner. Parents should be aware of the dangers 
from this drug that is 50 times more potent than heroin 
and 100 times more potent than morphine. There is a 
free “Fentanyl Emergency” community meeting set for  
Tuesday, October 25, at 6:30 pm. Topics to be addressed 
include the urgency of the matter, poisoning versus 
overdose, national versus local statistics, social media 
and open air dealing, and what we can do for our kids. 

The documentary Dead on Arrival will also be shown 
at the meeting. The seminar will be held at Shomrei 
Torah Synagogue, 7353 Valley Circle Blvd. in West Hills.
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News in Brief

A $50,000 reward is being offered by the City of Los 
Angeles in the case of the unsolved home-invasion murder 
of 81-year-old Ok Ja Kim in Woodland Hills. Kim was 
brutally killed August 2, strangled, stabbed and set on fire. 
Kim’s daughter said, “This could have been anybody’s 
family. This is a person who preys on the most vulnerable 
in our community, and we need to stand together and 
stop them.” Homicide detectives from the Los Angeles 
Police Department’s Valley Bureau request the public’s 
assistance in identifying the suspect(s) responsible for this 
crime. Anyone with additional information is urged to call 
Detective Sharon Kim, Valley Bureau Homicide at (818) 
374-9550. 

Reward Offered in Home Invasion Murder
of 81-Year-Old Woman

Gelson’s Hosts Spooky Village Event

Caruso for Mayor Bass for Mayor Sherman for Congress Volotzky for Congress Hertzberg for Supervisor Horvath for Supervisor Koretz for Controller Mejia for Controller 

SPECIAL ELECTION ISSUE

Meet the Candidates 
Valley News Group asked each 

candidate in four of the local 
races to submit a 500-word 
statement about their specific 
plans for the San Fernando Valley. 

We asked what are their plans 

to get homeless off the streets in 
the valley? How will they work 
on reducing follow-home and 
smash-and-grab robberies? What 
are their plans to put more of the 
valley’s large tax payment back 

into the valley versus the city’s 
General Fund. All candidates 
except for Karen Bass responded.

Next week we will feature the 
candidates for Calabasas City 
Council and Las Virgenes Water. 

Caruso for Mayor
The San Fernando Valley 

voice needs to be heard.
I’m a proud Angeleno 

who loves Los Angeles. 
My grandparents emi-
grated to America and 
settled in Boyle Heights 
with nothing more than a 
dream. I raised my family 
and built my business here, 
and that’s why I want to give back so every Angeleno 
achieves their dreams. Our city needs a leader who 
fights for it and makes the changes we desperately 
need, someone who will be accountable for their 
policies and their results so our city and communities 
thrive.

Los Angeles is at an inflection point. Not only is LA 
becoming more unlivable, but our “city of dreams” 
is fading. We can bring it back. I believe in creating 
opportunity for all communities – especially as we 
increasingly feel we are on the front lines of growing 
homelessness and crime.

The San Fernando Valley is home to many of these 
diverse communities. Most Angelenos don’t realize 
that the vast majority of LA’s 3.8 million residents 
reside just North of the city in “the Valley.” With a 
population of over 1.8 million, that number will 
only grow. We need to maintain the integrity of our 
neighborhoods in the Valley, and as Mayor it will be 
my responsibility to help our neighborhoods thrive. 
Given its large tax base the San Fernando Valley 
doesn’t get its fair share of city resources and services, 
and that’s unacceptable. 

There is no neighborhood in LA that is untouched 
by homelessness, and it’s a high priority here in the 
San Fernando Valley where thousands are estimated 
to be living in tents, vehicles and shelters. I will 
declare a state of emergency on day one. We need to 

Bass for Mayor
Despite outreach over 
two months to Karen 
Bass’ campaign team, 
Valley News Group 
received no response 
to our offer for a free 
editorial in all five of 
our papers.

Valley Cultural Center Presents
Golden Horn Award at Gala 

The Valley Cultural Foundation will honor community 
leader Vahid Khorsand with the 2022 Golden Horn Award 
for his contributions to the Valley Cultural Foundation 
and the greater Los Angeles Community. Khorsand is a 
Commissioner for the Los Angeles Board of Public Works 
and an avid contributor to all things in Los Angeles. 
This event will reflect his support for the Valley Cultural 
Foundation and the communities he is a part of. The event 
will be held on Tuesday, November 1, 6 pm, at Ruth’s Chris 
Steak House. Dinner reservations are $100 per person 
/$670 for a table of seven. Reservations can be made online 
from valleycultural.org or by contacting the office at (818) 
704-1358.

Gelson’s Village in Calabasas will once again host  their 
popular Spooky Village event on Saturday, October 29, 
from 3 to 6 pm. There will be trick-or-treating at Village 
merchants, food, live performances, and a costume contest 
with prizes. Gelson’s Village is located at 22277 Mulholland 
Highway in Calabasas. For tickets visit SpookyVillage.
eventbrite.com.

(Continued to page 8)
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Car Show 
Brought to you by

17723 Chatworth St
Granada Hills, CA 91344
(818)368-3235

ENROLLMENT OPPORTUNITIES | WORLD-CLASS ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

ENRICHMENT CLASSES | ACTIVITIES AND ATHLETICS

www.ghcTK12.com

SESSION 1, 10:00 A.M.  |  SESSION 2, 1:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2022
8TH GRADE OPEN HOUSE

TH GRADE OPEN HOUSE8FOR POTENTIAL INCOMING GRADE 9 STUDENTS AND FAMILIES!

CHATSWORTH: The Chatsworth Library will host a free movie 
matinee on Thursday, October 27, at 1:30 pm in the Chatsworth 
Library Community Room. There will be a free showing of A Beautiful 
Day in the Neighborhood.  A mask is required in the library.  The 
library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.  For more 
information call (818) 341-4276.

GRANADA HILLS: Granada Hills Charter School will host an 8th 
Grade Open House on Saturday, October 29 for potential incoming 
grade nine students and families. There are two sessions: session 
one will be held at 10 am, session two at 1 pm. Discover enrollment 
opportunities, enrichment classes, activities and athletics as well as 
the school’s world-class academic programs. Register to attend at 
ghcTK12.com.

NORTH HILLS: A rally against Brightstar Valor Academy’s plan to 
develop a historic home at 155265 Plummer Street will take place on 
Wednesday, October 26, from 2 to 5 pm. Organizers are meeting at 
the historic house and walking across Sepulveda Blvd. to Sepulveda 
Middle School and back. Signs and water will be provided. For 
more information contact the North Hills Preservation Consortium at 
plummerstreetproject@icloud.com.

CHATSWORTH: The Chatsworth Chamber will discuss the 2022 
Propositions on the November 8 ballot at their “Lunch and Learn” 
meeting Monday, October 24, at 11:30 am. The lunch will be held at 
Fiesta Mexican restaurant, 21407 Devonshire. Cost is $25 for chamber 
members; $30 non-members. RSVP at chatsworthchamber.org.

NORTHRIDGE: The Oakridge Estate at 18650 Devonshire Blvd.  
has two tours planned for the morning of Saturday, November 5 at 
10 am and 11am.  Docents will lead the 75-minute tour of the home 
that was built for Barbara Stanwyck by architect Paul R. Williams in 
1937.  She bought the land with her agent Zeppo Marx and they both 
built homes there and started a horse ranch called Marwyck which was 
a combination of their two names.  After she married Robert Taylor 
she sold the house in 1941 to Jack Oakie who renamed it Oakridge.  
Advanced registration is required and available at theoakridgeestate.
org.  Admission is $15 per person.  Proof of COVID vaccination or test 
taken 72 hours before is required and masks must be worn in the house.

GRANADA HILLS: Just in time for Halloween the Granada Hills 
Library Book Club will discuss the Gothic horror story The Strange 
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Luis Stevenson. The Zoom 
event will be held Wednesday, October 26, from 1:30 to 3 pm. Email 
gmhls@lapl.org for the link.

NORTHRIDGE: Visit the Northridge Fashion Center’s Farmers Market 
every Wednesday, 5 to 9 pm, now through November 2
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KIDS CLEANING UP THEIR COMMUNITY:   Teens in the Student Corps service organization 
recently volunteered to clean up local parks in Northridge, Chatsworth and Porter Ranch. Not only did they 
pick up trash,  they raised $1,500 selling the trash to the Bottle Recycling Program. One teen,  Francesco 
Severino, lost his grandfather to pancreatic cancer in 2018 and used that as the impetus to donate the money 
to the American Cancer Society. The students all received certificates of commendation for their efforts 
from Councilman John Lee.   The Student Corps is a volunteer organization whose mission is to introduce 
students from various valley high schools to the community roles they will play in the future.  Shown above 
are students in the program, left to right: Alex Franks, Alexa Hermoso, Alexander Bai, Richard Zhu, 
Councilmember Lee,  Hannah Yang,  Jerry Yang, Isabella Hermoso and Francesco Severino.

Matthew Lopez-Martinez of 
Northridge was recently named to 
the Fall 2021 chancellor’s list at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks.

•••
New York Institute of 

Technology College of 
Osteopathic Medicine welcomed 
its newest medical students, 
including Upvan Singh from 
Porter Ranch, during ceremonies 
where members of the Class of 
2026 received their first white 
coats. The white coat ceremony is 
a medical school rite of passage 
that marks the official start of a 
student’s medical education.

•••
Sophia Sao of North Hills, 

Jennifer Bendana of Pacoima 
and Jonathan Heard of North 
Hills have all been named to 
the Dean’s List of Southern 
New Hampshire University in 
Manchester, New Jersey.

Samuel Goodman from 
Granada Hills received a BA in 
Writing, Lit and Publishing and 
graduated in August 2022 from 
Emerson College in Boston, 
Massachusetts.

•••
Sean Stephenson of 

Northridge graduated 
with a Master of Business 
Administration from Missouri 
State University.

•••
Kennedy Factora of 

Northridge and Victor 
Gonzalez of Granada Hills 
qualified for the Dean’s List 
at Seton Hall University in 
South Orange, New Jersey.

•••
Yusuf Mohamed of Granada 

Hills graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science in Biology from 
Tufts University in Medford, 
Massachusetts.

Alexis Vitar of Chatsworth 
and Chelsea Ilejay of Northridge  
were named to the 2022 
President’s List at Southern 
New Hampshire University 
in Manchester, New Jersey.

•••
Thomas Rodriguez of 

Northridge received his  
Bachelor of Science in Computer 
Engineering with Highest Honors 
from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology in Atlanta, Georgia.
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• Being writers ourselves we love word play. So here are some 
contronyms - words that have two contradictory meanings:

 - Apology: a statement of contrition for an action, or a   
  defence of one.

 - Bolt: To secure, or to flee.
 - Cleave: To adhere to, or to separate.
 - Fast: Quick, or stuck or made stable.
 - Peer: A member of nobility, or an equal.

• Since writers are also readers we do believe this - fall isn’t the end 
of summer, it’s the beginning of cozy reading season.

• Halloween jokes for the kidlets:
   - What do you call two witches sharing an apartment?
    Ans: Broommates!
 - How do vampires get around on Halloween:
            Ans: Blood vessels.

• Some for the adults. These are sayings that sound dirty on 
Halloween.. but aren’t!

So...What’d you get in the sack? 
 Once you get under the sheet, start moaning and groaning!!! 
 Just hop on that broomstick and ride it! 
 Those small suckers are gone in a few licks!  
I got the best piece from that house. 
Quit screwing around on the porch!!! 
Stick your hand in and guess what you’re feeling.... 

Guest Editorial:

By Ken Ross
Scandals, scandals everywhere 

and not a drop of reason? Any 
reason to expect better?  

Does the LA City  Council just 
have too much always to consider, 
with our elected officials being 
incapable of dealing with it all?  

How about just increasing the 
size of City Council and saints 
will then run the asylum, right?  
Great idea?

Many are advocating this 
“solution” now. Maybe, we will 
get real lucky going from 15 to 
maybe 25 new Council Districts, 
but real change is necessary. We 
have to figure out a better way 
to divide the load and get those 
truly affected at the grass-roots 
level to make more of their own 
decisions.

Is it likely that LA City Council 
would voluntarily give up some 
of its power to take “some of the 
heat off”?

Not in your life....butttttt, a new 
mayor could possibly be in favor 
of actually giving some more 
power back to the people. And, 
a new mayor will have a lot of 
powerful people listening initially.

Unfortunately, there is a 
nasty rumor going around that 

Expect More Scandals with the Same-Old, Same-Old 
City Council System?

Karen Bass might be fine with 
dissolving the  Neighborhood 
Council System (though she 
can’t on her own) in favor of 
mayor-appointed “neighborhood 
advisors.”  Hopefully, that’s 

just an awful inaccurate rumor.  
Mayoral-appointees have the 
potential to be horrible choices 
because of no local input. 

Note: No one I know has a 
clue how Rick Caruso views this 
topic.  He’s welcome to contact 
me, so I can tell all of you soon...
(don’t bet on it).

 If Ms. Bass or Mr. Caruso win, 
alternatively, the winner could 
push to alter the City Charter 
to empower the presently near-
powerless 99 LA neighborhood 
councils (34 in the SFV). If the 
Charter was amended to take  
some responsibilities away from 
the Council, maybe they could do 
a much better job (and keep their 

noses a little cleaner). Perhaps 
those in the City Council, who 
have been found to be corrupt, 
racist and/or incompetent, would 
have done better with less on their 
plates....or maybe nothing could 
have made them suck less.

Just lousy picks, electorate.  
How do you propose to make 
better choices?  That’s right, 
you’ve got no clue. So, for now... 
too bad, so sad.

Anyway, maybe the moral 
of this sad tale is that no one 
knows the wants and needs of 
local neighborhoods  better 
than our present advisory-only 
neighborhood councils. So, why 
not demand a better decision-
making process? How about 
giving our mostly resident-
elected neighborhood councils a 
real chance, eh? 

Be thoughtful, be democratic, 
be of ken. 

Ken Ross is a Northridge 
resident, a former dentist and 
Associate Professor of Dentistry 
at UCLA. He sits on the 
Northridge East Neighborhood 
Council, where he has been both 
second Vice President and First 
Vice President. He can be reached 
at kenrossnenc@yahoo.com

If the Charter was amended 
to take  some responsibilities 
away from the City Council, 
maybe they could do a much 
better job (and keep their 
noses a little cleaner). 
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Email valleynewsgroup@gmail.com and 
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to receive the paper by email
the first and third Friday’s of the month
Call 818.313.9545 for more information
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AS MAYOR, RICK CARUSO 
WILL DELIVER FOR ALL OF US.  
 HOMELESSNESS: BUILD 30,000 SHELTER BEDS  AND 

ADDRESS MENTAL HEALTH AND ADDICTION HEAD-ON  

CRIME: PUT 1,500 NEW OFFICERS ON THE STREET AND 

RETURN TO COMMUNITY-BASED POLICING 

CORRUPTION: WORK FOR $1 A YEAR AND REFUSE 

 ALL CONTRIBUTIONS FROM CORPORATIONS 
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Meet the Candidates 
Koretz for Controller Mejia for Controller Volotzky for Congress 

Lucie Volotzky 
is known for being a 
resilient mover and 
shaker - a dedicated 
wife and mother 
of four, a seasoned 
business woman and 
active community 
leader with a zest 
for life and a desire 
to improve people’s 
lives. Now she intends 
to shake up Capitol 
Hill as a determined, 
c o m m o n s e n s e 
congresswoman who 
will put America first and stand strong to defeat the 
radical progressive agenda hijacking our country. But, 
first, she must unseat career Democrat politician, Brad 
Sherman, who has been selling out America’s best 
interests for 25 years.

Volotzky is very qualified to be the wise and 
courageous leader we need in Washington, D.C. She and 
her husband have been owners of retail businesses for 
over 30 years in the Los Angeles area. The obstacles of 
running a small business under California’s high taxes, 
overregulation, the diminishing economy, and the unfair 
China trade deals, have been challenging—but also a 
great learning experience and motivator for her to jump 
into politics at this crucial time in our country’s history. 

Volotzky has a long record of serving her community 
and has held many positions of leadership. 

Born in Montreal, Volotzky speaks with a French-
Canadian accent and has plenty to say. She is running 
on a platform of “Faith, Family and Freedom.” She will 
stand against the flawed Green New Deal, the attacks 
on fossil fuels, the open border, illegal immigration, 
human trafficking and drugs, rising crime, defunding 
of the police, the unconstitutional COVID-19 closures 
and mandates, the “woke” sexualized school system, 
a weakened military, the censoring of conservative 
speech, and foreign companies buying U.S. land.

Volotzky says there are many issues tearing down 
our country, destroying the economic and moral fabric of 
the America we know and love. She is anxious to tackle 
each one of these problems with insight, knowledge, 
commonsense, courage and a respect for our Constitution. 
She is a leader, not a career politician. “We’re losing our 
freedoms and our children! Without freedom, we have 
nothing. Defending freedom is my number one priority!” 

VoteForLucie.com / 747-285-0803

Kenneth Mejia was 
born and raised in Los 
Angeles by his single 
immigrant mother who 
is also a registered nurse. 

He is a Certified 
Public Accountant 
(CPA) with 11 years of 
accounting and auditing 
experience and the only 
CPA running in the City 
Controller race. He got 
his public accounting 
experience as an auditor 
at Ernst & Young. He 
is also a community 
organizer for tenants and the unhoused. Kenneth 
is running for City Controller to provide:

1) financial transparency,
2) accountability on City Hall,
3) resources and tools to help people, and
4) financial education to empower Angelenos
Kenneth won 1st place in the June 7th Primary by 20% 

over his 2nd place City Council Member opponent. He is 
also endorsed by the LA Times, La Opinión, and Stephanie 
Clements and J. Carolan O’Gabhann (the 3rd and 5th place 
candidates for LA City Controller in the June Primary).

Kenneth’s priority items include:
Homelessness:
• Account and audit homelessness funds and programs
• Identify vacant land and property to be used for housing
•Create maps and tools to help unhoused people 

connect to services
Housing
• Create a database of all housing units in the City of 

LA with current vacancy information, pricing, and ways 
for renters to apply

• Identify apartments with expiring affordable housing 
covenants to protect tenants from eviction and displacement

• Audit how effective the Housing Department is 
handling tenant complaints and the time it takes to resolve 
tenant/landlord disputes

Environment
• Account and audit funds and programs that address 

climate change (currently no transparency on how the city 
is addressing climate change)

• Audit Mayor Garcetti’s Green New Deal (GND) and 
hold city departments accountable in meeting the goals of 
the GND.

      SPECIAL ELECTION ISSUE

The Daily News, in 
endorsing me for Los 
Angeles City Controller, 
stated “Given the two 
candidates, it’s a no 
brainer: Paul Koretz for 
city controller” having also 
said “… Koretz is running 
as the experienced, tested 
choice in this race.” I am 
honored to have their 
support.

I spent my early 
years growing up in the 
San Fernando Valley. I 
have represented Valley 
neighborhoods in the State Assembly and on the LA 
City Council, as well as being a field deputy in the late 
Councilmember Marvin Braude’s Encino Field Office.   

As a Councilmember, I have fought for high quality and 
efficient city services. I served on the Los Angeles City 
Budget Committee for 10 years and chaired the Audits and 
Government Efficiency Committee. Currently, I chair the 
committee that hears the Controller’s audits, so I have a deep 
knowledge of the functions and role of the City Controller.

My priorities have been reducing homelessness, 
improving public safety and reducing crime, fighting 
to stop climate change, preserving affordable housing, 
protecting our neighborhoods from state efforts to remove 
local control over planning and zoning, defending animals 
from cruel practices, and strengthening city services. 

Our current City Controller Ron Galperin is a key 
supporter who has said, “Although done quietly and without 
much fanfare, Paul has put forward many efficiencies which 
have saved the city and taxpayers millions of dollars.” 

Valley leaders are nearly unanimous in supporting me for 
this important position. I am proud to be endorsed by both 
the Democratic Party of the San Fernando Valley and the 
Valley Industry and Commerce Association (VICA), the Los 
Angeles Police Protective League, the United Firefighters of 
Los Angeles, and the Sierra Club.

United States Senator Alex Padilla and Congressmembers 
Tony Cardenas and Brad Sherman are strong supporters, 
as well as Valley Councilmembers Bob Blumenfield, 
Paul Krekorian, John Lee, and Monica Rodriguez.  

Most significantly, former City Controllers Laura Chick, 
Wendy Greuel, Rick Tuttle, and Ira Reiner join our current 
Controller, Ron Galperin, in supporting my candidacy. 
These endorsements carry a lot of weight because as former 
controllers they know what it takes to do the job well.

Wendy Greuel has said, “Paul has deep knowledge 
of how our city’s finances operate and does not shy away 
from keeping his colleagues accountable. I am proud to 
endorse Paul Koretz to be our next LA City Controller.”

Laura Chick added, “One of the two candidates running 
for City Controller in November’s election is unfit for public 
office. Kenneth Mejia has shown himself to be an erratic, 
intolerant and extreme individual. I urge all voters to choose 
Paul Koretz as Los Angeles City Controller!”

I know and understand Valley concerns. I will fight to 
make sure that City tax dollars are spent efficiently, that 
the City provides the top-quality services that taxpayers are 
paying for, and that we have independent and responsible 
management of our city finances.

I hope I have earned your support for Los Angeles City 
Controller.

LOCAL BALLOT DROP BOX LOCATIONS:
Agoura Hills Civic Center  - 29901 Ladyface Ct
Calabasas City Hall - 100 Civic Center Way
Canoga Park Library - 20939 Sherman Way
Lazy J Ranch Park -  Valley Circle and Ingomar
Chatsworth Branch Library - 21052 Devonshire
Chatsworth Community Center - 22360 Devonshire
Mason Recreation Center - 10500 Mason Avenue
Balboa Sports Center - 17015 Burbank Blvd.
Encino Park 16953 Ventura Blvd.
Bee Canyon Park - 13150 Sesnon Blvd.
Granada Hills Library - 10640 Petit Avenue
Mid-Valley Library - 16244 Nordhoff
North Hills Community Park - 8756 Parthenia
Northridge Library - 9051 Darby Avenue
Northridge Park Aquatic Center - 10058 Reseda Blvd.
Encino Library - 18231 Ventura Blvd.
Shadow Ranch Recreation Center - 22633 Vanowen
Tarzana Recreation Center - 5655 Vanalden Ave.
Platt Branch Library - 23600 Victory Blvd.
Serrrania Park - 20726 Wells Drive
Woodland Hills Library - 22200 Ventura Blvd.
Woodland Hills Rec Center - 5858 Shoup Avenue

West Hills Hospital to be Voting Center 
West Hills Hospital has been designated a voting site in 

the general election. Voting will take place in the hospital 
cafeteria for early voting November 5 to 7, from 10 am to 
7 pm. On election day, November 8, voting will take place 
from 7 am to 7 pm. There will also be a ballot drop-off area.
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Meet the Candidates 
We face a crisis of 

governance in Los 
Angeles. Recently 
leaked audio revealed 
our long-time local 
leaders using racist, 
homophobic, hateful 
language – exposing 
deep wounds from 
division in our 
communities – while 
drawing District maps 
that favored their 
personal interests. 
This bombshell news 
has hurt all of us.

At a time when the Valley faces unique and 
pressing challenges, we need strong leadership that 
values our diversity and unites our communities to 
solve problems by working together. Tackling our 
toughest problems will require transparency and 
honest governance; without it, we will continue to 
struggle in reaching people who need our help the most. 

Simply put, the system needs to be unrigged. 
Yes, we want our leaders to be better. Yes, we want 
a more representative government. But no matter 
how hard we have tried, the powers that be have 
created a political system that protects corrupt, 
entrenched politicians and does not allow change. 

Sherman for Congress Hertzberg for Supervisor Horvath for Supervisor
I am proud to call the 

San Fernando Valley 
my home - as a lifelong 
resident of Southern 
California, I’ve had 
the pleasure of seeing 
Los Angeles grow and 
change throughout the 
years.

There has been 
innovation and progress, 
but now we are seeing 
some alarming trends 
that must be addressed. 
I am running to be a 
leader LA County can 
hold accountable. We deserve a Supervisor who will take 
responsibility for our issues and implement real solutions 
to fix them.

I’ve heard from many Angelenos about their concern 
surrounding the rise in violent crime. The increase in 
homicides, robberies, and vandalism impacts victims, 
businesses, and our collective sense of safety and security. 
My friends and neighbors tell me how they don’t feel 
safe while shopping, wearing their jewelry out in public, 
or even parking their cars on the streets. Our focus 
should be on decreasing crime and creating collaboration 
between law enforcement and the communities they 
serve– getting criminals off our streets is what makes 

Brad Sherman is 
known as a leader who 
listens to the people 
he serves. He builds 
coalitions and works 
tenaciously to get 
results.

Brad Sherman has 
held more than 250 
Town Hall meetings to 
listen to valley residents. 
He has helped thousands 
of residents unsnarl 
problems with federal 
agencies and receive the 
benefits they have earned.

Brad Sherman has co-authored more than 400 bills 
which have become law.

Brad Sherman passed the Consumer Financial 
Protection Act and the Credit Card Holder Bill of Rights 
which have saved Americans billions of dollars.

Brad Sherman led the fight to stand up to Trump and 
protect our democracy.

Brad Sherman is working to reduce inflation by cutting 
prescription drug prices, supporting child care tax credits, 
opposing price gouging by Big Oil and improving the Port 
of LA to eliminate supply chain bottlenecks.

Brad Sherman is endorsed by the Planned Parenthood 
Action Fund. Brad Sherman is endorsed by the Sierra 
Club and by hundreds of San Fernando Valley leaders. 
Brad Sherman has fought for common sense gun limits 
and has been given an “F” by the NRA.

Brad Sherman is endorsed by the International 
Association of Firefighters, the Armenian National 
Committee, Democrats for Israel, Equity California, and 
the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and 
Medicare.

(Continued to page 9)(Continued to page 8)
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get people off the streets and into 
housing now and it is possible. 
My plan is ambitious and includes 
delivering 30,000 new interim 
housing units in the first year in 
office and exploring a long-term 
goal of having a city-run public 
health department so we can get 
our fair share of mental health 
and substance abuse services.

Crime has also been increasing 
in the Valley, especially property 
crimes. As former president of 
the Police Commission, I have 
the expertise and a proven track 
record that drove a 30% reduction 
in crime. My plan is to crack down 
on property crime by ensuring 

We must meet this moment with the urgency it requires – with 
robust healing, reconciliation, and political action. The time to engage 
in meaningful work to build a new Los Angeles is right now, and I am 
prepared to deliver.

To start, we need systemic reform. There must be a fully independent 
investigation into the 2021 City of Los Angeles’ Redistricting Process 
by the Attorney General’s Office. In addition, we must implement a 
fully independent redistricting commission at the city and county to 
ensure that every community, every candidate, every Councilmember, 
and every Board Member competes in fair districts, without political 
influence.

To reduce the potential for corruption through dark money in 
politics, we must publicly finance our elections, and we must expand 
the number of seats on both the City Council and County Board of 
Supervisors to bring more voices into our government, to expand 
diverse representation, and to ensure that power is not concentrated in 
the hands of only a few. 

These changes are needed now. We need policies and people that will 
bring our communities together. We need leaders who understand the 
politics and the needs of now, not last century. I took the extraordinary 
step to run for County Supervisor in large part to vanquish the broken 
system that has failed Angelenos for generations.

The San Fernando Valley has suffered these failures disproportionately 
because, for far too long, Valley voices have been silenced. Denying 
Valley residents access to reliable public transportation, good-paying 
jobs, and robust community services has diminished the quality of life 
and called into question what kind of future we are leaving for the next 
generation.

The time for backroom dealings, cronyism, nepotism, and corruption 
is over. We need leaders who will put people first, not their own careers. 
Then, and only then, can we begin to move Los Angeles forward and 
restore the trust that has been vested in us by the hard-working people 
we seek to serve. That is why I am running for Los Angeles County 
Supervisor, and I would be honored to earn your trust and your vote. 

there are consequences. At the 
same time I plan to help avoid 
crime from happening by putting 
1,5000 new police officers on the 
street with a return to community-
based policing by hiring officers 
who are from – and reflect - the 
diverse communities they serve. 

I’ve previously served under 
three Mayors and worked to 
champion oppor-tunity, equity, and 
second chances for communities 
that are often ignored. What drives 
me is a sense of duty to make a 
positive difference for the people 
of Los Angeles and ensure that 
our diverse communities in areas 
like the San Fernando Valley aren’t 
overlooked. 

Caruso for Mayor Horvath for Supervisor
(Continued from page 7)

How to Find Your Polling Place 
Not sure where to vote in your neighborhood? Any potential 

voter can go to sos.gov/elections/polling-place two weeks before 
the election to find out where your local voting site is located.

To see additional locations you may visit your county elections 
official’s website or visit CaEarlyVoting.sos.ca.gov.

Any registered voter can also go to a county elections office in 
person to request and receive a vote-by-mail ballot.

(Continued from page 1)

Federal
State
Local

NOVEMBER 8

Your Vote 
Counts! 
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them safer, not removing officers. 
These officers must work within 
the communities they serve, 
protecting every resident, and I 
intend to make sure that happens 
as Supervisor.

Southern California’s 
predisposition to wildfires and 
our unprecedented drought 
conditions make fire safety one 
of my top priorities. Los Angeles 
has experienced some of the 
most devastating fires recorded 
in the last decade. Our canyon 
communities should not be put 
at risk of another Woolsey Fire 
- we must be vigilant in doing 
everything we can to prevent 
wildfires in the first place. I plan 
to collaborate with departments 
like the Department of Weights 
and Measures to employ their 
brush and weed abatement 
program to mitigate the damage 
done by wildfires. Just before 
the Woolsey Fire, the DWM had 
cleared 43k acres for weed and 
brush. Without this clearing, the 
destruction would have been 
significantly worse. I am proud 
to be endorsed by all of the 
firefighting and public safety 
groups in Los Angeles because 
they know that my priority is to 
ensure people feel safe and secure 
in their homes and communities.

We’re also dealing with a severe 
homelessness crisis across the 
County. We have problems with 
implementation, coordination, 
and responsibility - not a lack 
of resources and funding. The 
Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority and our Department of 
Mental Health are both operating 
without permanent leadership. 
We need to transform these 
agencies and get them working 
together, out of their silos. This 
is a complex task that requires 
experienced leadership from 
our next Supervisor - I will take 
on the responsibility and not 
pass it off to others in county 
government. The stakes and 
scale of the problem are simply 
too great to expect anything else.

Los Angeles is in desperate 
need of a change - we deserve 
leaders who will be accountable, 
take responsibility, and implement 
real solutions to fix our most 
pressing problems. I intend to be 
a Supervisor for all of District 
3, from the Valley to Agoura to 
Westlake to the Westside and 
work diligently to usher in a new, 
safer, and brighter future for Los 
Angeles County.

Hertzberg for
Supervisor

(Continued from page 7)

Whether you are starting a 
new business, having a baby, or 
working to change the political 
landscape of your community, 
you are going to want to have 
a plan. Thinking through the 
logistics of who, how, where, 
and when will exponentially 
raise your likelihood of voting, 
which is honestly one of the most 
empowering things that you can do 
as a citizen of the United States. A 
plan will make it much easier for 
you not to blame chores, a hectic 
schedule, lack of directions, or 
anything else that might keep you 
from voting. Your vote counts 
and our community needs you.

So, how can you craft the right 
plan for you? Here’s how:

Check to see if you are 
registered. You can easily do 

this here: https://www.vote.org/
am-i-registered-to-vote/. Need 
to register to vote? Do that here: 
https://registertovote.ca.gov/.

The registration deadline 
before the November 8, 2022 
General Election is October 24, 

2022.
Find what options you have 

for early voting. In California, 
you can vote early either in 
person at your county elections 
office, or by using the vote-by-
mail system. Any registered voter 
may vote early instead of going 
to the polls on Election Day (via 

Before You Vote - Have a Plan! 
vote411.org/California).

 Discover your day-of voting 
options. Visit vote411.org where 
you can input your address to see 
who is on your ballot, find your 
polling place, discover upcoming 
debates, and more.

 Do your homework! Study 
the candidates on your ballot and 
discover where you are aligned and 
where you disagree. An informed 
voter is the best kind of voter!

 Share your plans. You never 
know – you might be the catalyst 
that inspires a large group of 
people to go vote thanks to your 
leadership and example. And 
even if you just vote by yourself, 
your vote is critically important 
to the future of our community, 
our city, our state, and ultimately, 
to this great nation.

Voting is one of the most 
empowering things you can 
do as a citizen of the 
United States.

Federal
State
Local

NOVEMBER 8

Your Vote 
Counts! 
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By Katie Sterling 
SISTAAAS!! ‘Tis time. Time 

to light the Jack O’ Lanterns, 
watch for black cats that may 
cross your path and keep some 
salt at the ready. For magic is in 
the air, and with it, the return of 
the Sanderson sisters!

The beloved trio are once 
again bewitching our screens in 
a much-anticipated sequel that 
not only brings the coven back 
to life, but also sheds a light 
on their origin. Salem past and 
Salem present are not quite as 
different as you would think, and 
the arrival of the sisters further 
proves that generations may pass, 
but magic is just as prevalent as 
ever.

On Halloween night, nearly 
30 years after the fateful events 
that saw the demise of the coven, 
teenagers Becca (Whitney Peak) 
and Izzy (Belissa Escobedo) 
are tricked into bringing the 
sisters back to life. While the 
two are outwardly interested 
in witchcraft, typically they 
reason that the occult items 
they purchase from the local 
magic store run by Gilbert (Sam 
Richardson) are more show than 
actual spell-inducing. But alas, 
a curse is reversed and Winnie, 
Mary and Sarah are brought back, 
much to their surprise as well as 
the girls. However, eternal youth 
is not enough anymore and the 
sisters instead seek ultimate 
power. To do so, they must enact 
revenge on their mortal enemy 
Reverend Traske by killing his 
descendant, the current mayor 
of Salem (Tony Hale). To add 
insult to injury, the girls must 
recruit his daughter Cassie (Lilia 
Buckingham) who used to be part 
of their friendship trio, but has 
since been awkwardly estranged.

As in the original Hocus Pocus, 
there’s a lot of humor amidst 
the hijinks primarily from the 
Sanderson sisters trying to make 
sense of this modern world. A 

Sanderson Sisters Run Amuck! 
Amuck! Amuck! in Hocus Pocus 2

The Sanderson sisters: Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler and Sarah Jessica Parker.

particular trip to Walgreens pokes 
fun at the potions and serums 
promising eternal youth readily 
available on aisle six. No need to 
hunt children and suck out their 
souls anymore!

The new narrative succeeds 
in giving off the same campy 
vibe, albeit a bit more catered to 

a younger, Disney+ audience. 
While there are callbacks 
to the original, this isn’t the 
gritty, darker 90’s version 
where villainous behavior was 
feared. Rather, Hocus Pocus 2 
humanizes the witches, which 
while touching, takes away from 
the characters that were so well 
crafted in the original. In short, 
there’s more emphasis on treats 
than trickery.

So how do you follow up on 
such a cult classic? Outwardly, 
Hocus Pocus 2 is very much 
an outlet to pass the torch 
(or black flame candle if you 
will) to a younger generation. 
As any die-hard fan will tell 
you, it’s a lot to live up to the 
original which has become a 
staple in millions of households 
come October every year. 

Overall, Hocus Pocus 2 
succeeds thanks to a phenomenal 
cast, a narrative that doesn’t take 
itself too seriously and subtle 
nods to honor the original. Hocus 
Pocus 2 is almost a perfect 
reflection of the sisters; a bit 
campy like Mary, a bit foolish 
like Sarah and a touch wicked like 
Winnie. Will it become as much 
of a cult classic as its predecessor? 
Probably not, but it still manages 
to cast a spell over you.

Hocus Pocus 2 is currently 
streaming on Disney+.

The beloved trio are once again 
bewitching our screens in a 
much-anticipated sequel that 
not only brings the coven back to 
life, but also sheds a light 
on their origin. 



      VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT 
Valley News Group   October 20,  2022, Page 11

16156 San Fernando Mission Blvd. 
818-488-1131

Open M-S 11 am to 7 pm
Closed Sundays

KABOB BROS
All Fresh Meats

Chicken • Beef • Lamb • Pork 
Ready-Made Kebabs

Lunch Specials 
Kabob Plates  • Lavash Wraps

Burgers 

Hummus • Salad • Baba Ganoush
Tzatziki • Grilled Tomato & Pepper

Grand Opening Special
10% Off Any Order Over $25

Show This Ad - Good Thru 6/30/22

FALL SPECIAL!
10% OFF ANY ORDER OVER $25
Show this ad. Good through 10-31-22

FALL SPECIAL!
10% OFF ANY ORDER OVER $25
Show this ad. Good through  11-15-22

Cigar & Whiskey Night Set for November 11
The North Valley Regional 

Chamber will host a Cigar & 
Whiskey Night on November 11 
(Veterans Day) from 7 to 11 pm 
to benefit Fighting for Families 
veteran family assistance 
program.

The cost of $125 per person 
includes two hand-rolled cigars 
and whiskey tastings.

There will be a cigar roller 

hand-rolling cigars at the event, 
as well as a silent auction. The 
Cigar & Whiskey Night will be 
held at the North Valley Chamber 
of Commerce, 9015 Wilbur 
Avenue, Northridge.

Fighting For Families, Inc. is 
a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation 
which was created to raise money 
and provide support for local 
veterans and their families. The 

funds raised are donated to a 
local veteran family that is in 
need of help. The purpose of this 
organization is to raise money to 
help veterans in need and have 
a positive impact on our local 
community.  

Tickets for the fundraising 
event are available by calling 
(818) 349-5676 or visiting 
northridgechamber.com.

Free Drive-In Movie Night
Features Ghostbusters

Councilman John Lee is presenting a free drive-in movie night on 
Saturday, October 29.  The movie Ghostbusters will screen at sunset; 
gates open at 4:15 pm. The evening will also include a “trunk or treat” 
and costume contest for children. Confirmed attendees will also receive 
a meal from Ron Ross of Wendy’s of Woodland Hills. 

Bonus short youth films from the John Lee “Making Movies That 
Matter” film project will also be screened.

Ghostbusters is a 1984 American supernatural comedy film directed 
and produced by Ivan Reitman, and written by Dan Aykroyd and Harold 
Ramis. It stars Bill Murray, Aykroyd, and Ramis as Peter Venkman, 
Ray Stantz, and Egon Spengler, three eccentric parapsychologists 
who start a ghost-catching business in New York City. It also stars 
Sigourney Weaver and Rick Moranis, and features Annie Potts, William 
Atherton, and Ernie Hudson in supporting roles. The film is rated PG.

The event will take place at Shadow Ranch Park, 22633 Vanowen 
Street, West Hills. For more information and to RSVP call (818) 882-
1212. It is co-sponsored by the Valley Relics Museum and Wendy’s.

The 21st Annual Veterans Day free luncheon is being hosted by 
the Canoga Park Women’s Club for all interested veterans on Saturday, 
November 5, starting at 11:30 am at the CPWC club house (7401 
Jordan Ave., corner of Valerio). The luncheon is free to veterans as a 
thank you for theirservice. Veteran’s guests are welcome also, however 
there will be a minimal charge of $5 for their lunches. Reservations are 
a must: Please RSVP to Terry Cook by email at  tcook37@roadrunner.
com  or call (818) 427.8805.  Please indicate the number of guests.

Free Lunch for Veterans November 5
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“Here’s Looking at You, Kid”
 Of all the studios in all 
the towns in all the world, no 
place has been home to more film 
factories than the San Fernando 
Valley.
 And of all the pictures 
from all the studios in all the 
world, none – in this writer’s 
opinion – is better than 
Casablanca, filmed entirely in 
the Valley. In fact, except for 
its opening scene, filmed at Van 
Nuys Airport, the entire classic 
was shot on the Warner Bros. lot 
in Burbank.
 As the New York Times 
reported on October 10, 1985, 
“Forty-five years ago, as a young 
man who had just seen Hitler’s 
Europe firsthand, Mr. [Murray] 
Burnett, along with Joan Alison, 
wrote a play called Everybody 
Comes to Rick’s.
 “It was a cautionary 
tale, a warning that, as fascism 
marched forward, good men 
and women everywhere had to 
take a stand…The play never 
made it to Broadway, in part 

because producers balked over 
suggestions that Rick and the 
woman he loved years earlier 
in Paris slept together when she 
came to Casablanca. Instead, 
it was purchased by Warner 
Brothers for $20,000, a record 
sum at the time.”
 Best scene in the best 
film: Rick Blaine (Humphrey 

Bogart) is speaking with 
Resistance hero Victor Laszlo 
(Paul Henreid, in real life an 
Austrian Jew who fled the 
Germans) on the staircase 
above Rick’s Café Americain 
when they hear the German 
occupiers bellowing out a 
German patriotic song, “Die 
Wacht am Rhein” (“The 
Watch on the Rhein”). Laszlo 
strides purposely to the 
bandstand and commands 
the band leader to play the 
French national anthem, “Le  
Marseillaise.” The bandleader 
looks at his boss for direction 
and Rick nods his head 
slightly.
 The café’s patrons 
leap to their feet as the French 
national anthem is played and 
the two groups try to outsing 
each other. A tight shot of 
Yvonne, Rick’s discarded 
mistress, played by the French 
actress Madeleine LeBeau, 
crying (for real) as she sings “La 
Marseillaise”…and the Germans 

sit down, defeated.
 At the end of the anthem 
LeBeau cries out “Vive la France! 
Vive la démocratie!” The last 
credited cast member to die, she 
passed away May 1, 2016. Like 
much of the cast, she was an 
actual refugee from the Nazis, 
having fled because her husband 
was a Jew.

 One of the ironies of the 
film was the number of actors 
who were refugees from Hitler. 
Director Michael Curtiz was a 
Hungarian-Jewish immigrant 
who had arrived in the U.S. in 
1926, but some members of his 
family were refugees from Nazi 
Europe. S. Z. (Cuddles) Sakall, 
who played the waiter Carl, was a 
Hungarian Jew who fled Germany 
in 1939 and lost his three 
sisters in a concentration camp. 
Helmut Dantine, who played the 
Bulgarian roulette player, left 
Europe after being freed from a 
German concentration camp. Curt 
Bois, who played the pickpocket, 
was a German-Jewish actor 
and refugee. Conrad Veidt, who 
played Major Heinrich Strasser, 
the film’s arch villain,  was a 
German film star and refugee.
 The release of 
Casablanca was rushed because 
of real-life world events. It was 
originally scheduled for early 
1943, but the studio premiered it 
at the Hollywood Theater in New 
York City November 26, 1942, 
moving its opening forward to 
coincide with the Allied invasion 
of North Africa and the capture of 
Casablanca.

 Bosley Crowther’s 
review in the New York 
Times the following day 
included: “…The urbane 
detail and the crackling 
dialogue which has been 
packed into this film by the 
scriptwriters, the Epstein 
brothers and Howard Koch, 
is of the best. We will tell 
you that Michael Curtiz has 
directed for slow suspense 
and that his camera is always 
conveying grim tension and 
uncertainty.”
 At the Academy 
Awards the following year, 
Casablanca was named 
Best Picture; Michael Curtiz 
took home the Best Director 
Oscar; and Best Writing, 
Screenplay, went to co-
authors Julius and Philip 
Epstein and Howard Koch. 
Nominated for Oscars 
were: Humphrey Bogart 
for Best Actor in a Leading 

Role; Claude Rains, Best Actor 
in a Supporting Role; Arthur 
Edeson, Best Black-and-White 
Cinematography; Owen Marks, 
Best Film Editing; and Max 
Steiner, Best Music, Scoring of a 
Dramatic or Comedy Picture.
 I’m shocked, 
shocked to find that the 
American Film Institute named 

Casablanca just the second-
greatest movie of all time 
(Citizen Kane was number 
one). But if someone tells you 
that Casablanca isn’t the best 
film ever made, you’ve been 
misinformed.

 This is the 80th 
anniversary of Casablanca’s 
release; if you don’t see the film 
you’ll regret it, maybe not today 
and maybe not tomorrow, but 
soon, and for the rest of your life.
 Martin Cooper, President 
of Cooper Communications, 
supervised public relations for 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts & Sciences for 10 years; held 
executive positions with Disney 
and Universal Studios; and 
served as Chairman of the Board 
of the UCLA Film & Television 
Archive. He is a Fernando Award 
Honoree and Past Chairman of 
VICA. An award-winning author, 
he has written four books, two of 
them on the San Fernando Valley. 
He is currently researching his 
next book on the Valley.

	 In	 the	 film’s	 penultimate	 scene,	 Rick	 Blaine	
(Humphrey Bogart) tells Ilsa Lund (Ingrid Bergman) 
that	he	is	not	flying	to	Lisbon	with	her;	he’s	taking	up	
the	fight	against	the	Nazis.

 A surprising number of 
Casablanca’s cast members were 
themselves refugees from Hitler’s 
Germany.

 Patrons at Rick’s Café belt out the French national 
anthem, “La Marseillaise”, outsinging the Germans who are 
singing	a	German	fight	song.

In fact, except for its opening 
scene, filmed at Van Nuys 

Airport, the entire classic was 
shot on the Warner Bros. 

lot in Burbank.
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CALL TODAY AT (818) 891 - 3676

      VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT 
Gus’s BBQ at The Vineyard Introduces  “Wake Up 10” Breakfast 

Gus’s Southern  Style BBQ, 
located at The Vineyard, is 
introducing their “Wake Up 10” 
breakfast.

Mention “Wake Up 
10” to your server and get 
10% off your breakfast.

The offer applies to dine-in, 

breakfast items only through 
November 13.   

Offerings include classics 
such as steak and eggs, eggs 
Benedict, breakfast burritos, 
pancakes, waffles, omelets, fried 
chicken and waffles, smoked 
ham chilaquiles and more. Don’t 

miss their cinnamon skillet 
bun homemade cinnamon bun.

Gus’s is located in The 
Vineyard center, 20179 
Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch. 

For more information call 
(818) 341-3000 or visit gussbbq.
com.

Israel Philharmonic Takes the Stage
at The Soraya November 5

The Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra, under the leadership 
of Lahav Shani, Musical Director 
and conductor, will take the 
stage at The Soraya on Saturday, 
November 5, at 8 pm.

The Israel Philharmonic is 
making a historic debut at The 
Soraya, with Shani at the helm, 
who took over from Los Angeles’ 
own Zubin Mehta.

Since his conducting debut 
with the orchestra in October 
2013, Shani  has conducted 
it every season. His close 
relationship with the Israel 
Philharmonic began in his youth, 
when he performed as pianist in 
a Youth Concert, and in 2007 he 
appeared as soloist under the baton 
of Zubin Mehta. He went on to 
play regularly with the orchestra 
as a pianist and double bassist.

Shani will conduct the first 
ever Mahler symphony to play in 
the Great Hall.

The concert opens with the 

foremost Israeli composer of 
classical music, Paul Ben-Haim, 
whose works uplifted Jewish life 
when the nation of Israel was first 
forming in the shadow of WWII.

The orchestra itself was 
founded in 1936 as the Palestine 
Orchestra.  Jewish violinist and 
musician, Bronislaw Huberman, 
who foresaw the Holocaust, 
persuaded 75 Jewish musicians 
from major European orchestras 
to immigrate to Palestine, 
creating what he called the 
“materialization of the Zionist 
culture in the fatherland” on the 
sand dunes of Tel Aviv. Huberman 
invited the greatest conductor 
of the time, Arturo Toscanini, 
to conduct the opening concert, 
performed at the Levant Fair in 
Tel Aviv on 26 December 1936.

Tickets for The Soraya concert 
can  be purchased by calling (818) 
677-3000 or visiting thesoraya.
org. The theatre is lcoated at  
18111 Nordoff Street at CSUN.
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      HEALTH & BEAUTY

Scheduling your annual mammogram beginning at age 40 is 
an important and easy way to protect your health. At the Carole 
Pump Women’s Center at Dignity Health – Northridge Hospital 
Medical Center, we make it easier with online scheduling. 
Simply visit DignityHealth.org/CPWC and choose the best  
time for you, or call (818) 885-8500 ext. 4010.

Take time to take care.
Mammography Services

STEM Students Get Hands-on Experience
at Northridge Hospital

Dignity Health – Northridge Hospital Medical Center invited local 
STEM students from Van Nuys High School to try out its latest surgical 
robot known as the da Vinci Xi Surgical System. In order to inspire 
interest in the medical field, NHMC provided the students with the 
opportunity to speak with physicians, learn about the new technology 
and try their hand at the surgical robot.

This advanced surgical robot allows for improved accuracy, 
efficiency and range of motion for surgeons, particularly for complex 
procedures. The da Vinci system translates a surgeon’s hand movements 
at the console in real time, bending and rotating the instruments while 
performing the procedure. The tiny wristed instruments move like a 
human hand, but with a greater range of motion. The da Vinci vision 
system also delivers highly magnified, 3D high-definition views of the 
surgical area. The instrument size makes it possible for surgeons to 
operate through one or a few small incisions.

The students operated the robot under the direction of Paul Watkins, 
Northridge Hospital President and Dr. Uthaiah Kokkalera, Northridge 
Hospital general surgeon.

A national movement takes 
place in October to “Crush the 
Crisis” of opioid misuse and to 
raise awareness of the importance 
of safe and proper disposal of 
unused or expired medicines. The 
event coincides with the DEA’s  
National Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day.

In 2021, there were more 
than 107,000 drug overdose 
deaths in the United States 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
This is a near 15% increase in 
drug related deaths from 2020.

Merit Pharmacy in Granada 
Hills will actually accept 

your old, unused or expired 
prescriptions at any time. There 
is a small fee for disposal of such 
drugs (less than $10). Dispose 
of your old medications safely 
by bringing them to 16911 San 
Fernando Mission Blvd. For more 
information call the pharmacy at 
(818) 363-8107.

Dispose of Unused and Expired Drugs at Local Pharmacy

LOCATED INSIDE

16911 SAN FERNANDO MISSION BLVD.

GRANADA HILLS CA 91344

818-363-8107
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      REAL ESTATE 

Cindy Royall Libonati
REAL ESTATE AGENT, DRE#00582036
SERVING MY REAL ESTATE CLIENTS SINCE 1976.

818.421.4468
CindyAgent@aol.com

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. 

Your Local Area 
Professional Realtor ®

Oh by the way...
I’m never too busy for you or your referrals!

Granada Hills Hoarder House
Goes on the Market for $875,000

The home on Bircher Street in Granada Hills that made national 
news for its overflowing garbage and junk, has been put on the market 
for $875,000.

The homeowner of the property was actually sued by Los Angeles 
County for the staggering amount of debris in the yard, which included 
six vehicles in various states of disrepair, a trailer and U-haul box truck. 

Frustrated neighbors have complained about the house since 2018. 
In 2021, authorized by Councilman John Lee, the City sent workers to 
clean up the site. They removed more than 10 tons of trash from the 
front yard. The cleanup cost $12,000 of public money, and neighbors 
complained that the trash just built up again.

The County of Los Angeles declared the home an “incessant source 
of public nuisance” and filed a lawsuit against the woman homeowner 
and her adult son. The complaints said that the property harbored 
rodents and roaches, and in addition to being an eyesore, was also an 
“excessive and constant noise disturbance.” The lawsuit further alleges 
that the residents have subjected their neighbors to “public nuisance 
conditions that have endangered the residents’ health, property, safety 
and welfare, and have substantially and unreasonably interfered with 
the residents’ comfortable enjoyment of life and property.”

Just weeks ago, after CBS reported the public nuisance complaint, 
the 1,722 square-foot, four-bedroom house was listed for sale at the 
$875,000 asking price. The price is comparable with recent sales in the 
neighborhood. A house on the same block sold recently for $1 million, 
albeit without the mess.

A “before” picture of the home on Bircher Street.

Assemblywoman Suzette 
Martinez Valladares, whose 
district includes Granada Hills 
and Porter Ranch, has announced 
a bill to make the recent Los 
Angeles City ordinance banning 
homeless camps within 500 feet 
of schools, daycare centers, parks, 
and libraries, a statewide law.

The bill is modeled after Los 
Angeles City Ordinance 41.18, 

Valladares Proposes Bill to make Homeless Camping Ban Statewide 
which was recently amended to 
prohibit camping within 500 feet 
of sensitive areas frequented by 
children.

“Homelessness in California 
is at an inflection point,” 
said Valladares. “Parents are 
concerned about letting their 
kids walk to school on sidewalks 
littered with used needles and 
cluttered by sprawling tent 

encampments.”
The proposal would help speed 

up the removal and cleaning of 
heavily impacted areas to ensure 
that parents and their kids can 
safely access schools, daycares, 
parks, and libraries.

Valladares will introduce the 
bill in the State Assembly at 
the start of the next legislative 
session.

Local Neighborhood Council Meetings
- Porter Ranch NC, Wednesday, November 9,  6:15 pm. Zoom. Get 

link at prnc.org.
- Granada Hills NC North, Tuesday, November 1, 6:30 pm. Zoom. 

Get link at ghnnc.org.
- Granada Hills NC South, Thursday, November 3, 6:30 pm. Zoom. 

Get link at ghsnc.org.
- Northridge East NC, Wednesday, November 16,  7 pm. Zoom. Get 

link at nenc-la.org.
Northridge West NC, Tuesday, November 8, 6:15 pm. Zoom. Get 

link at northridgewest.org.
Chatsworth NC, Wednesday, November 2, 6:30 pm. Zoom. Get link 

at chatsworthcouncil.org.
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ISRAEL
PHILHARMONIC

ORCHESTRA
LAHAV SHANI, MUSICAL DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR

The Israel Philharmonic makes a historic Soraya debut 
with new music director Lahav Shani who inherited the role 
from Los Angeles’ beloved Zubin Mehta.  Shani will conduct 
the first ever Mahler symphony to resound in the Great 
Hall. The concert opens with the foremost Israeli composer 
of classical music, Paul Ben-Haim whose works uplifted 
Jewish life as the nation of Israel was first forming in the 
shadow of World War II.

EMILY BEAR PLAYS SYBERIA: THE WORLD BEFORE 
AND OTHER WORKS BY  INON ZUR 

WITH THE  LOS ANGELES JEWISH SYMPHONY 
DR. NOREEN GREEN, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR 

Grammy and Emmy Award-winner Emily Bear will be the piano soloist 
for the world premiere of the concert suite from Syberia: The World 
Before by Israeli-American Emmy Award-winner and three-time 
BAFTA-nominated composer Inon Zur.

To purchase tickets, please visit www.TheSoraya.org or call 818.677.3000

TheSorayaStage TheSoraya.org | 818.677.3000

Sat Nov 5 | 8pm

Sun Nov 20 | 7pm
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