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NEWS IN BRIEF
Pizza Cookery Encino to Close

After almost 40 years in business, Pizza Cookery in
Encino is set to close March 31. Following the death of the
building’s landlord, the space is set to now be sold and Pizza
Cookery no longer will have a lease. While the family-owned
business has no current plans to reopen the pizza establishment
elsewhere, they are hoping to celebrate their last remaining days
with their loyal customers and community.

Comedy Night is Back at
Tarzana Community & Cultural Center
The Tarzana Community & Cultural Center will be
holding their next Comedy Night on Friday, March 18, at 7 pm.
Featuring comedians Jason Love, Mary Gallagher and Jamie
Kaler, the 90-minute show will be full of clean, apolitical humor
that will have you laughing out loud! Admission is $25 and
includes wine tickets and light appetizers. To RSVP, call 818705-1286 or email info@mytarzana.org.

Deputies Hospitalized After Serving
Warrant in Reseda

Two deputies were exposed to an unknown substance
while serving a warrant to a Reseda home early Tuesday morning.
According to the LAFD, a detective inhaled a powdery substance,
lost consciousness and was carried out by her partner. The two
were taken to a local hospital to be evaluated and are said to be in
stable condition. LAFD hamzat crews later evaluated the scene
that occured in the area of Sherman Way and Calvin Avenue.
While the substance is still unknown, tests are currently being
undertaken to identify the substance that led to unconsciousness.

Running the Distance for Homeless

The two intrepid leaders of Hope of the Valley, who just
spent four days on the street to highlight the plight of the homeless,
are now running 250 miles from Death Valley to Northridge to
raise funds for the new Trebek Center for transitional housing.
Ken Craft and Rowan Vansleeve are running for the
non-profit that provides support services for people lacking
shelter, food and clothing. Their goal is to raise the $750,000
needed to finish the center at the former Skateland in Northridge. Six days into the run they’ve raised $260,000. To donate
visit hopeofthevalley.org.
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A Hero Rises with Hope,
and History, Behind Him

“In
a
time
of
disillusionment, cynicism and
rampant polarization - here is an
example of true bravery.”
The words, of course,
refer to Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the
president of Ukraine. Valley News
Group asked Rabbi David Wolpe
of Los Angeles’ Sinai Temple,
renowned Jewish scholar, author
and teacher, named “the most
influential rabbi in America” by
Newsweek, to discuss the current
conflict and what part, if any,
religion plays in Putin’s land
grab.
“From my standpoint
there are two main issues. Ukraine
was known as very inhospitable
to Jews in World War II, but in
2019 the Pew Report stated it
was the most hospitable country.
Uplifting that is that it is one of
the two countries in the world
with a Jewish president,” Wolpe
explained.
“I think this is a moment
of pride for the Jewish community,
that he has become this powerful
world figure, and represents not
just the survival of the Jewish
people, because he comes from a
family of Holocaust victims, but
also survival of what the Jewish
people at their best stand for. It is
remarkable and beautiful.”
Zelensky is leading the
fight of the Ukrainian military and ordinary citizens - against the

Russian aggression. “He spoke
from a bunker saying this may
be the last time you see me,” said
Wolpe. “Such clarity from such
a person is remarkable. It has
a religious component as well.
When the Holocaust memorial
at Babyn Yar was bombed,
he spoke as one Jew to Jews
around the world - powerful and
galvanizing.”
So what can people do to
support the cause?
There are now over
800,000 refugees fleeing Ukraine
in one of the world’s largest
diasporas. Wolpe suggested

An
Encino
home
invasion left one man dead and
another injured on Wednesday
evening in the 4500 block of
Densmore Ave.
According to the LAPD,
a group of suspects broke into the
house through an open garage door
and got into a physical interaction
with 80-year-old Stewart Herman
who was shot and died on the
scene. Shortly after, a 60-year-old
man believed to be the brother-in-

law of the victim arrived home to
find the assailants. The suspects
pistol-whipped the man before
fleeing in a white SUV. Police
are still investigating the scene
to determine if any property
was stolen in addition to the
attacks. This incident follows a
recent uptick in home invasions,
particularly of high-scale homes
in the area. Anyone who may
have information is urged to call
the LAPD.

“Zelensky represents not just
the survival of the Jewish
people, but also survival of
what the Jewish people
at their best stand for.”
-Rabbi David Wolpe

March 3, 2022

donating to organizations that
directly help refugees - The
Jewish Federation of Los
Angeles or IsraAID, the Hebrew
immigrant aid society.
“Obviously part of
Putin’s motive is economic,
and it is truly heartening to see
the world unite to helps save a
country. Every country that has
the autonomy to act - and the
eyes to see - is standing with
Ukraine. In an age where we’re so
interconnected we also see private
efforts shutting down Russia with
companies like Amex, Netflix
and Maersk cutting them off. That
kind of leverage can be divisive.
It aims directly at the Russian
people to put pressure on Putin.
It is a really important message
to send to places like Taiwan that
could be next.”
Who thought that a
former actor and comedian who
appeared on Dancing With the
Stars would rise to be the first
Jewish president of Ukraine?
“There is something
profoundly religious about that,”
said Wolpe. “One of the points of
the bible is that anyone is capable
or rising to greatness.”
Wolpe’s book David
about King David, is in talks to
become a movie. However, he
said, “THIS is the story. This
should be a movie. What the
world needs now is a hero.”

Man Killed in Encino Home Invasion
Photo: CBS

The open garage which
LAPD believe the three suspects
used to access the house. This
attack could be one of many that
were premeditated.
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Community
Calendar

* Join Encino Courtyard on March 5 from 12 to 4 pm to
welcome the new shops on the block during a carnival-themed block
party, Party on Ventura! Say hello to the new shops while enjoying
complimentary carnival games, kids’ balloon animals and face-painting
entertainment, prizes, giveaways and music entertainment! Plus, have
the chance to win some prizes and promo cards for the next time you
shop or dine at Encino Courtyard.
* Mark your calendars for the West Valley Community
Resource Fair on Saturday, March 19, from 1 to 3 pm at St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church (5619 Lindley Ave., Tarzana). Enjoy a Feast
of St. Patrick meal, free giveaways, music, bouncy house for the kids
and the chance to get your COVID vaccines.
* Join the West Valley Regional Branch Library on Monday,
March 7, at 10 am for a spirited and engaging discussion of the world’s
best short stories. All selections are from The Penguin Book of the
Modern American Short Story (New York, 2021), ed. John Freeman.
This date’s selection is Bullet in the Brain by Tobias Wolff (1998). For
the Zoom link, email wvally@lapl.org with “World Literature” in the
subject line.
* The Little Angels Project will be holding a free veterinary
wellness clinic on Saturday, March 19, at 18601 W Oxnard St. in
Tarzana. This clinic will include exams, microchipping and vaccines
and is intended for low income, seniors, veterans and homeless.
Schedule an appointment at littleangelsproject.org.wellness-events or
call 818-515-5461.
* San Fernando Audubon society invites you on guided tours
of the Sepulveda Basin each second Saturday of every month! Join
them Saturday, March 12, at 9 am for a wildlife walk to discuss the
basin, the animals that live there and the fire recovery efforts in the
space. Tours meet at the amphitheater, on the southeast part of Woodley
Park, and last approximately one-and-a-half to two hours. Wear sturdy
shoes, a hat and bring binoculars if you have them! For more info, call
Muriel Kotin at 213.500.4143.
* Save the date! Genetic counselor, Elise Calonico, MS,
from Kaiser Permanente will be sharing some of the science behind
cancer genetics screening on Tuesday, March 22, at 4 pm at the Encino
Tarzana Library. She’ll discuss when and why you might consider a
screening; what the screening may uncover, and what the “next steps”
might be; and how the screening might help you conquer your fears of
cancer risks. Email jdobija@lapl.org to RSVP.
* A Faery Hunt returns to Los Encinos State Historic Park
on Saturday, March 12, at 10:30 am. These shows are interactive,
immersive performances designed for young audiences and families to
inspire imaginations. On this magical adventure you’ll meet faeries and
funny creatures, maybe even Faery Royalty! Tickets can be purchased
by calling 818-324-6802, emailing reservations@ afaeryhunt.com or
visiting stores.afaeryhunt.com/store-catalog.

People in the News
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The Community Comes Out to Count
The Encino community
came out last Tuesday to participate
in the annual Homeless Count.
Locals and representatives from
Councilmember Nithya Raman
and Assemblymember Jesse
Gabriel’s offices congregated at
the Encino Community Center
to receive their designated maps
and supplies to participate in the
count.
Those
participating
were given a goodie bag to
thank them for their service to
the neighborhood. Inside, local
businesses of Encino including
Norms, Lusy’s Mediterranean and
Blaze Pizza gifted participants
certificates and coupons to use as
a recognition of their service.
Clockwise from top: Volunteers gather for
instructions from Encino Neighborhood Council
President Pat Bates, Encino Chamber of
Commerce President Waltona Manion and Bates
ready to welcome volunteers back with a small
token of thanks and volunteers utilizing the
LAHSA app in the Encino Park.

* Another gem from the Internet! How many of these random
words did you know?
-The space between your eyebrows is called a glabella.
-The way it smells after the rain is called petrichor.
-The plastic or metallic coating at the end of your shoelaces is
called an aglet.
-The rumbling of stomach is actually called a wamble.
-The sheen or light that you see when you close your eyes and
press your hands on them is called phosphenes.
- The day after tomorrow is called overmorrow.
- Your tiny toe or finger is called minimus.
- The wired cage that holds the cork in a bottle of champagne
is called an agraffe.
- The ‘na na na’ and ‘la la la’, which don’t really have any
meaning in the lyrics of any song, are called vocables.
- When you combine an exclamation mark with a question
mark (like this ?!), it is referred to as an interrobang.
- The space between your nostrils is called columella nasi.
- The armhole in clothes, where the sleeves are sewn, is called
armscye.
- The condition of finding it difficult to get out of the bed in
the morning is called dysania.
- Unreadable hand-writing is called griffonage.
- The dot over an “i” or a “j” is called tittle.
- That utterly sick feeling you get after eating or drinking too
much is called crapulence.
* Shortly after a flight reached cruising altitude, the Captain
came over the loudspeaker announcing, “Ladies and gentlemen, this
is your Captain. Welcome to Flight 124. Sit back, relax and...OH MY
GOD!” Silence followed and some moments later, he came back on the
speaker. “Ladies and gentlemen, I’m so sorry if I scared you. The flight
attendant spilled scalding coffee onto my lap. You should see the front
of my pants.” One passenger yelled back, “Oh f*$#, you should see the
back of mine!”
* Here’s an old 19th-century English word that we no longer
use but certainly should!Did
Scurryfunge:
a hasty tidying of the house
you know...
when a last-minute guest is coming to visit.

the average weekly newspaper reaches
* Afterpeople
a tumultuous
past the
year, average
our Catholichalf-hour
friend joked that
more
than
instead of giving something up for Lent this year, he’s just giving up!
primetime tv show?

Encino resident, and renowed cellist,
Ruslan Biryukov (at left) recently received
major praise of his performance in “A Touch of
Classical” that included such pieces as “Rococo
Variations For Cello and Orchestra” by Pyotr
Ilyich Tchaikovsky; “Octet in E Flat Major” by
Ludwig van Beethoven; “The Master’s Flute for
Flute” by Afshin Cohen; and “Game of Fifths,” a
mashup of “Game of Thrones,” and Ludwig van
Beethoven’s “Symphony No. 5.”
Biryukov is the only cellist ever invited
to perform for 10 consecutive seasons in solo
recitals at the Sundays Live Concert Series in the
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, the longest
running live radio broadcasted concert series in
the United States.
He is also the Founder of the Glendale
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Los Angeles Cello
Quartet and serves as Artistic Director of Positive
Motions Concert Series in San Diego, CA.

Valley News Group
can help spread the word
on your business!
Call 818-313-9545 to advertise.
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It’s an insurance
jungle out there...

Let Paul be your guide!

HAVE YOU CHECKED THE PREMIUMS ON
YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN LATELY?

IT’S TIME
TO SHOP

Plan G is now the plan we are recommending. See your
age below for rate comparison reality check.
M E D I CA R E S U P P L E M E N T R AT E S
PLAN F
INNOVATIVE F
OR F EXTRA

PLAN G

65*

147.00*

THE CALIFORNIA
“BIRTHDAY RULE”

66

guarantees you the
right to change your
Medicare supplement plan
to any other carriers’ same
or lesser plan within

60 DAYS OF
YOUR BIRTHDAY.
You can change
without answering
health history
questions.

PLAN G
INNOVATIVE
OR EXTRA

HIGH DEDUCTIBLE
PLAN F/G

113.00*

127.00*

40.00

177.00

146.00

160.00

44.00

67

195.00

154.00

168.00

47.00

68

195.00

167.00

181.00

49.00

69

213.00

175.118

193.00

52.00

70

213.00

182.009

200.00

54.00

71

229.00

189.001

216.00

56.00

72

229.00

195.992

216.00

60.00

73

248.00

202.884

232.00

63.00

74

248.00

209.775

232.00

66.00

75

264.00

216.667

248.00

69.00

76

264.00

243.665

248.00

71.00

77

282.00

253.221

265.00

72.00

78

282.00

263.114

265.00

74.00

79

297.00

273.440

278.00

77.00

80

297.00

284.006

278.00

83.00

81

320.00

288.112

292.00

83.00

82

320.00

288.12

292.00

83.00

83

320.00

288.12

307.00

83.00

84

320.00

288.12

307.00

83.00

85

358.00

288.12

321.00

83.00

86+

358.00

288.12

varies

83.00

AGE

($2490 2022)

L.A. County rate changes through 6/1/2022. (Compilation of rates from 10 carriers) *Reflects $25/
month new-to-Medicare Part B 12-month discount. 5-7% couples discount available on some plans.
Rates subject to change. “F” Plans are only available to those eligible for Medicare prior to
1/1/2020.

PAUL DAVIS

#0M47932
Call us at 818-888-0880 or go to pdinsure.com
20

0 2 -2 0 2 0

CA LICENSE

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 20 years by readers of the Daily News 2002-2021!
Are you looking for a Medicare options expert to give an educational
presentation on Medicare health plan options? We can help!

West Valley Day of Service on April 3

It is my pleasure to
invite you to our first annual West
Valley Day of Service on Sunday,
April 3rd. We’ll be working with

dozens of community groups and
nonprofits to bring folks together
to assist with service projects
around the West San Fernando
Valley.
Service projects will
include partnering with LA
Family Housing to pack outreach
kits for those experiencing
homelessness,
working with
the Mountains Recreation &
Conservation
Authority
to
improve the Vanalden Cave Trail,
clearing our neighborhoods with
Overdue & Volunteers Cleaning
Communities, service projects at
schools around the Valley, and so
much more!
You can find out more
and register for the event at tinyurl.
com/WestValleyDayofService.

Just days before the
COVID-19 lockdown shuttered
theatres
and
businesses
worldwide, Joshua Bell & The
Academy of St. Martin in the
Fields took to the stage in what
would be The Soraya’s final
live performance for the next 18
months.
Now, two years later the
sensational violinist returns to The
Soraya for his eighth performance
leading the renowned Academy
for an evening of exquisite
music-making: Florence Price’s
Adoration, Dvôrak’s Violin
Concerto, Rossini’s Overture
to The Barber of Seville and
Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 4.
The Academy of St.
Martin in the Fields is one of
the world’s finest chamber
orchestras, renowned for fresh,
brilliant interpretations of the
world’s greatest orchestral music.
Formed
by
Sir
Neville Marriner in 1958 from
a group of leading London
musicians, the Academy gave
its first performance in its
namesake church in November

1959.
Through
unrivaled
live performances and a vast
recording output – highlights of
which include the 1969 best-seller
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and the
soundtrack to the Oscar-winning
film Amadeus – the Academy
quickly gained an enviable
international reputation for its
distinctive, polished and refined
sound. With over 500 releases in
a much-vaunted discography and
a comprehensive international
touring programme, the name and
sound of the Academy is known
and loved by classical audiences
throughout the world.
Today the Academy
is led by Music Director and
virtuoso violinist Joshua Bell,
retaining the collegiate spirit
and flexibility of the original
small, conductor-less ensemble
which has become an Academy
hallmark.
Joshua Bell is one of the
most celebrated violinists of our
era and has performed with every
major orchestra on six continents
in his 30-plus year career. With a
career spanning over thirty years

The entire world is
holding its proverbial breath as
Putin’s regime is pummeling
Ukrainian cities with heavy
artillery, rockets and cluster
bombs.
Russian invaders have
caused astronomical damage
to Ukraine’s infrastructure and
economy and have destroyed
thousands of lives. We are
witnessing an unprovoked human
catastrophe taking place in the
center of Europe!
At the same time, many
Americans don’t realize that the
Ukrainian Armed Forces along
with regular citizens are fighting
valiantly and successfully against
the invaders. Approximately
40,000 civilian men and women
have joined the Ukrainian

“Territorial Defense Force”
during the first five days of this
unprecedented attack.
The volunteers were
issued Kalashnikov assault rifles
and given brief military training.
Those who can not serve on the
front lines are helping by making
“Molotov Cocktails” to burn the
advancing Russian tanks.
As a Ukrainian-born US
citizen, I’m proud to personally
know some of these heroes and
talk to them daily.
Many people in the West
want to help and alleviate the
suffering of innocent Ukrainian
people. It is prudent to write to
your elected officials in the US
Government. Please request them
to intensify the pressure on Putin’s
regime to immediately remove

Friends,

You can also check out our
event page under “District” and
“Events” at asmdc.org/gabriel.
West Valley Day of
Service
Sunday, April 3, 2022
9:00 am
All volunteers should
meet at Pierce College for
breakfast, directions, and some
positive energy!
If
you
or
your
organization have any questions,
please call our Woodland Hills
Office at (818) 346-4521 or email
Valerie.Berkley@asm.ca.gov.
We look forward to
seeing you at the Day of Service
on April 3rd!
Your Neighbor,
		Jesse Gabriel

Bell is Back at The Soraya

Joshua Bell
as a soloist, chamber musician,
recording artist, conductor and
director, Joshua Bell is one of the
most celebrated violinists of his
era.
Bell’s interests range
from the repertoire’s hallmarks to
commissioned works, including
Nicholas Maw’s Violin Concerto,
for which Bell received a
Grammy® award.
The Soraya is located
on the campus of CSUN at 18111
Nordhoff St., Northridge.
Tickets start at $41 at
www.thesoraya.org

Letter: Local Ukrainian Seeks Donations

Russian forces from Ukraine.
It is time to establish a “No-Fly
Zone” in Ukraine to prevent the
bombardment of peaceful cities.
The Ukrainian army
needs more anti-tank, antiairplane weapons. The people of
Ukraine need food, shelter and
medical assistance.You can also
donate any amount you wish to
the Ukrainian defense effort. For
more information visit www.
yasno.com
Remember, if we don’t
fight the Russian aggression in
Ukraine right now, then we will
have to fight it in other countries
later. The evil has to be stopped
once and for all!
-Igor Yasno, Calabasas
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Sherman to Host Telephone
Town Hall

Congressman Brad Sherman will hold a Telephone Town Hall
on Tuesday, March 15, from 7 to 8 pm. During the conference call
Sherman will make opening remarks. Attendees can then ask questions
on anythifacing Congress. To participate call (855) 920-0548 any time
during the Town Hall. RSVP in advance to bradshserman.house.gov/
townhall.

Fernando Award Foundation
Community Awards Given

The Fernando
Award
Foundation
presented
their
Community Awards to
three volunteers last
week.
None of the
awardees had a formal
role with Fernando, but
according to Fernando
Board Co-Chair Pegi
Matsuda,
“They all
stepped
up
when
asked.”
Jason Schaff,
former Editor of the
San Fernando Valley
Business Journal and
of the Santa Clarita
Signal, wrote and proofread
numerous press releases and was
on the committee to update the
Foundation’s website. He will cochair Fernando’s finalist selection
committee this year.
Diana Duenas of The
Gelb Group was honored for her
assistance updating the Fernando

community partnership list and
renewing supporters. According
to Matsuda, “It takes just one
phone call to Diana and she knows
how to make things happen.”
The third award was
presented to Don Larson,
current president and CEO of
the Northridge Beautification

Foundation.
During the hot
summer of 2020, during the
height of the pandemic Larson
cleaned the Fernando statue in
Woodland Hills Park that had
been vandalized.
For more information
on
the
Foundation
visit
fernandoawards.org.
Above: Award winner
Jason Schaff, second from
left, with Pegi Matsuda, L.A
City Attorney Mike Feurer,
Councilman Paul Koretz and
Scott Abrams, District Director
for Congressman Brad Sherman.
At left: Award winner
Don Larsen with Feurer and Pegi
Matsuda.
Below: Award Winner
Diana Duenas with Feurer and
Koretz.

Looking for an equitable
arrangement?

Photos: Images by Nick

1.99 %

Home Equity Line of Credit
APR

Intro rate for 12 months.*
NO CLOSING COSTS

3.74 %
Current Rate as low as

APR

NO ANNUAL FEES

There’s a branch in your neighborhood.
Calabasas

23741 Calabasas Road, Suite B
(Next to Trader Joe’s)
(866) 767-5328

Tarzana

Woodland Hills

21520 Victory Blvd.
18700 Ventura Blvd., Suite 110
(Nordstrom Rack Shopping Center)
(Near Whole Foods)
(855) 564-4916
(855) 564-4917

Click, call or fly over

lfcu.com/HELOC

(800) 328-5328

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. The Logix PrimeLine Home Equity Line of Credit is an adjustable rate loan. The introductory Discounted 1.99% APR (1.99%
APR Into Rate) is fixed for the first 12 months (365 days) after which the rate converts to the then current Prime Rate (the Index) plus your Margin and is then
variable and subject to change. The PrimeLine Variable Rate Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC) current 3.74% APR, which is accurate as of 1/12/22 and is
subject to change, is our best rate based on creditworthiness, credit score, and maximum combined loan-to-value (CLTV) of 80%. The rate is variable, is subject
to change monthly, and may increase after consummation. Maximum APR 18%. The HELOC term is 15 years. Minimum interest-only monthly payment results
in a Balloon payment at maturity. Minimum credit limit is $25,000; Maximum $500,000. Property Insurance and a lien is required on the subject property. No
closing costs if credit limit is $250,000 or less and HELOC is not closed within the first 36 months. Closing costs on credit limits in excess of $250,000 range
from $1,500 to $2,000 based on amount borrowed. Attorney’s fees apply in MD, VA, NH, ME and MA and range from $300 to $700. Additional state-related taxes
and fees may apply. Consult your tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest. The PrimeLine Variable-Rate Home Equity Line of Credit is available only on
owner-occupied properties located in CA, MD, NV, NH, VA, MA and ME. The 1.99% APR Intro Rate is not available on the Logix 80/10/10 mortgage loan program.
Logix Smarter Banking is a registered trademark of Logix Federal Credit Union. Logix membership required.
NMLS ID 503781

Attract Local Customers!
Advertise with Valley News Group

Valley Vantage * Warner Center News * Calabasas
Enterprise * Encino Enterprise * North Valley News

Call 818-7304354
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Van Nuys Airport to Undergo
$13.1 Million Reconstruction

Los Angeles World
Airports
(LAWA)
recently
announced that Van Nuys Airport
(VNY) is embarking on a $13.1
million improvement project to
reconstruct Runway 16L and
rehabilitate Runway 16R.
The eight-month project
will break ground later this
month, and will deliver important
safety enhancements and extend
the lifespan of airfield facilities
that contribute to VNY’s worldclass status.
The work will involve
reconstructing the entire 4,000foot length of Runway 16L
and include enhancements to
the taxiway, runway lighting,
airfield signage and surface
markings, and adding jet blast
pads. Improvements to Runway
16R will include resurfacing the
asphalt and associated connector

taxiways to extend the life of the
pavement, refreshing runway and
connector taxiway markings, and
upgrading the lighting to LED
fixtures.
The
construction
schedule was strategically phased
to minimize airport operational
impacts due to the closures of
runways and taxiways.
The
improvement
project is targeted for completion
by the end of November
2022.
“As one of the busiest
general aviation airports in the
country, VNY and its tenants
will benefit from these runway
improvements that will enhance
operations, safety and our
facilities,” said Justin Erbacci,
Chief Executive Officer, LAWA.
For more information,
visit iflyvny.com,

THEY ARE TA L KING A BOUT YOU
. . . BECAUS E O F US .

COWE.COM
1-800-527-3646
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Vahid Khorsand Appointed to Public
Works Commission

Vahid Khorsand (above)
was confirmed this week by
the Los Angeles City Council
as Board of Public Works
Commissioner. This step comes
after his nomination by Mayor
Eric Garcetti to the Public Works
Commission on February 9.
“Vahid has dedicated
his life to lifting up communities
and making sure City government
opens doors of opportunity for our
residents – and that makes him
the ideal leader to help us deliver
the core services that make our
neighborhoods
work,”
said
Mayor Eric Garcetti. “His proven
leadership skills and breadth
of experience working with
communities across Los Angeles
give me confidence that he is well
equipped to make sure City Hall
is working efficiently and helping
to improve Angelenos’ quality of
life.”
He will fill a vacant seat

on the Board following the recent
resignation of Greg Good, who
served as president since July
2020.
“Vahid is a respected
leader who has spent most
of his career advocating for
underserved communities and
working tirelessly to improve
the lives of Angelenos,” said
Los Angeles Board of Public
Works Vice President Aura
Garcia. “With major federal and
state infrastructure funding on
its way, Vahid’s diverse array
of professional experience and
civic leadership will be an asset
as we move forward with critical
initiatives such as bridge and road
repair, water recycling efforts,
and much more.”

“I hope to help Los Angeles
continue to lead the way
and set global standards on
municipal infrastructure and
core services.”
Khorsand
most
recently was
the Deputy
Director of Planning and Land
Use for Councilmember Bob
Blumenfield. Prior to that,
Khorsand served as the West
Valley Area Representative for
Mayor Garcetti from 2020 to
2021, where he helped bring
mobile vaccine clinics, resources
for small businesses, and facilitate
the donation and dissemination

of PPE to community-based
organizations in the West Valley.
Before that, he was
appointed by Mayor Garcetti
to the Los Angeles Citywide
Planning Commission in 2017
and was elected vice president
by his fellow commissioners in
2018.
“It is an honor of a
lifetime to be entrusted by Mayor
Eric Garcetti and the Los Angeles
City Council to serve on the Board
of Public Works. I look forward
to working alongside my fellow
commissioners, and the thousands
of dedicated professionals who
deliver so many vital services
to Angelenos,” said Khorsand.
“I hope to help Los Angeles
continue to lead the way and set
global standards on municipal
infrastructure and core services.”
Throughout his career,
Khorsand has been active in
networks that advocate for
increased community investment,
especially for underserved and
low-income populations.
Khorsand was born in
Tehran and came to LA at the age
of four. After graduating from
California State Long Beach and
receiving his MBA degree from
Pepperdine University, Khorsand
worked alongside his brother at
BWS Financial Incorporated,
a boutique equities research
firm focused on giving back to
local neighborhoods and senior
citizens.

Encino Couple in Coronavirus
Fraud Caught After Six Months
on the Run

Encino couple Richard
Ayvazyan and wife Marietta
Terabelian have finally been
captured in Montenegro after
fleeing from the United States six
months prior.
The two were convicted
in August 2021 of stealing more
than $18 million in COVID relief
loans but were granted release
to await sentencing. During
that time, the two removed all
location monitoring devices, fled
their Encino home and hadn’t

been seen since.
Since Montenegro does
not have an extradition treaty with
the States, it’s unclear how the
process of convicting them will
continue. Their charges include
conspiracy to commit bank fraud
and wire fraud, wire fraud, bank
fraud and conspiracy to commit
money laundering and aggravated
identity theft.
Ayvazyan was sentenced
to 17 years and Terabelian to six
years.

Assistant Chief Beatrice
Girmala, a 35-year veteran and
the highest-ranking female officer
in LAPD, will be the featured
guest speaker at the LAPD West
Valley C-PAB (Police Advisory
Board) Community Meeting
on Wednesday, March 9, at 6
pm.
You’re
invited
to
use this meeting to engage in
insightful conversation about
critical, quality-of-life issues in
the neighborhoods and Encino
community. You’ll also be able to
ask questions to gain information
and
better
understanding
regarding the challenges the
community faces, as well as
what plans local law enforcement
looks to employ in the face of
these issues and challenges.

You will also be able
to speak and hear from your
local City and LA City Council
representatives, West Valley
LAPD leaders and Senior Lead
Officers, who’ll provide valuable
information.
To join via Zoom, visit
us06web.zoom.us/j/8466758081
4?pwd=YWRpWnE0Ukp2OFZ6
VDMwdkRwQVhkQT09.
Or call in to the dialin number: 1-669- 900-6833 to
join the meeting. Then, enter
this webinar ID 846 6758 0814
and press #, press # again when
prompted for the meeting
passcode: 535323.
For further questions,
Contact James Brown, WV
LAPD C-PAB co-chair at 818517-6732.

LAPD Assistant Chief Beatrice Girmala to
Speak at West Valley Community Meeting

TUESDAY, MARCH 15th, 2022
7:00 - 8:00 pm

Long Term COVID: Symptoms to
Look Out For

While the world
slowly moves farther away
from living in fear of COVID,
some individuals are still
living with symptoms they
just can’t shake. Those with
symptoms that developed
while infected, yet haven’t
gone away, are described as
suffering from “long COVID”
or in medical jargon, “postacute sequelae of COVID-19
(PASC).”
It’s hard to acutely
diagnose long COVID as
the symptoms can not only
vary, but they can come and go
and range from mild to severe.
Each individual’s internal system
processes the virus differently and
thus, cases of lingering symptoms
don’t follow the same trajectory.
However, studies have shown
that more than half of the people
with long-term COVID have at
least one lingering symptom six
months following their original
illness.
The most common side
effects that linger are fatigue,
muscle aches, joint pain and
“brain fog.” The severity also
depends on one’s preexisting
health conditions. If an individual
suffers from depression or anxiety

already, then the onslaught of
COVID may exacerbate the
problem.
Other common long
COVID-19
symptoms
can
involve
general
weakness,
difficulty concentrating, trouble
sleeping, shortness of breath,
poor mobility, lower exercise
tolerance, heart palpitations,
poor appetite, and muscle pain.
One symptom that is most talked
about is also the loss of taste and
smell. While some are able to
regain those senses, some feel
as if it has forever been altered
with items not tasting or smelling
exactly like they used to. Again,
this symptom can come and go,

but has been widely reported
in those who suffered from
COVID.
“Because it’s a new
syndrome, and it’s been
studied all over the world,
gathering a complete list
of all applicable symptoms
can be difficult,” says Paul
Thottingal, MD, a national
infectious disease leader for
Kaiser Permanente. “We
are still learning about the
long-term risks, but we do
know people can have PASC
symptoms regardless of age,
initial symptoms of illness, or cooccurring illnesses.”
If you’re experiencing
what you believe may be longterm COVID, it’s best to schedule
an appointment with your
doctor to discuss the lingering
symptoms. While the virus is
still being studied, reports have
suggested that the quicker an
individual can eliminate the virus,
the less likelihood of developing
long-term virus symptoms. As
has been the case since the start
of COVID, the most important
step is taking measures to avoid
catching the virus: get vaccinated,
wear a mask when needed and
maintain a healthy lifestyle.
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A Medicare Advantage plan that does more.

Paul Davis
818-888-0880
paul@pdinsure.com
pdinsure.com

CA licensed since 1984

#0669770
#0M47932

Calling this number will connect you to a licensed independent insurance agent/broker.
Paul Davis Insurance Services is a licensed and certified representative of several
Medicare Advantage [HMO, PPO and PPFS] organizations with Medicare contracts.

911 Staff Shortage Leaves
Callers on Hold

It’s an unfortunate trend
that has been seen lately in almost
every business: staffing shortages.
However, in situations
when minutes, and even seconds
count, the lack of staff can be a
matter of life or death. Once such
business that is experiencing this
problem is 911 call centers.
While dispatch centers
differ in every county, Los
Angeles Police Department
Captain Alex Vargas states that
California is mandated to pick
up 95% of 911 calls within 15
seconds or less. However, recent
numbers have been falling short
of that percentage and callers are
waiting longer on hold.
These percentages also
vary depending on not only the
time of day, but the month, so
dispatchers never quite know
the quantity of calls they may
receive. With COVID, the
amount of non-urgent calls has
increased exponentially with
callers relaying their symptoms
and seeking advice. Trained to
handle life-threatening situations,
911 dispatchers must answer and
filter every call despite squeezing
in those that are non-emergency
situations.
Like
most
staffing

shortages, the reason behind
being unable to find employees is
a mixture of COVID, burnout and
individuals now seeking jobs that
can be done from home.

who truly need it. Rest assured
though that all calls to 911 will
be received and help will be
administered as needed.

California is mandated to
pick up 95% of 911 calls
within 15 seconds or less.
Since 911 centers use
specific technology, working
from home is far from an option.
In terms of burnout, lower staff
numbers mean that employees
that are working are working
overtime. In such a high-stakes
environment, this obviously
takes an emotional and physical
toll. As a result, dispatchers are
quitting faster than departments
can replace them.
To combat this issue,
departments are lowering the
age requirements for eligibility,
raising salaries and holding
more recruitment events. They
are also stressing to the public
to utilize 911 wisely. Unless it
is a life-threatening situation,
use discretion when deciding to
call 911 as you may be taking
resources away from people

Your whitest teeth.
Not in three months.
Not in three weeks.
By tonight.
Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.
The revolutionary new way
to whiten your teeth.

Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.
Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.
And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
Woodland Hills 818.224.2970
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Shop Local, Advertise Local!

Valley Vantage * Warner Center News
Calabasas Enterprise *Encino Enterprise
North Valley News
Absolutely Grounded with Conni Ponturo
Workout Anywhere, Anytime!

Enjoy Access to Hundreds of Motivating Videos Including Pilates, Guided Meditation,
Stretching, Daily Doses of Health and Much More on this Membership Site!

absolutelygrounded.com

Telehealth Peaked in
the Pandemic

During the peak of the
pandemic, while coronavirus
dominated
every
action,
individuals were still seeking
advice for everyday medical
issues. What resulted was a rise
in telehealth, or the use of digital
media to access health care
services remotely.
After
all,
unless
extremely medically necessary,
most were told to avoid hospitals
for fear of infection and lack
of resources. But just because
the routine visits were put on
pause didn’t mean health issues
ceased. During COVID, the use
of telehealth increased by 1,015
percent.
In reflecting on this
change
of
doctor-patient
interactions, it seems that the
largest group of telehealth users
were women. According to a
report published by Trilliant
Health, 60% of telehealth users
were women between the ages
of 21 and 40 seeking behavioral
advice related to stress and
anxiety. However, since the
pandemic cautions have waned,

the majority of individuals
have decreased their usage of
telehealth, preferring in-person
visits over alternatives. Statistics
show this technology was
probably utilized more for the
lack of choice than the personal
preference.
“The data suggests that
in the absence of alternative
choices, telehealth appears to be
a substitute good,” said Sanjula
Jain, Ph.D., Trilliant Health’s
chief research officer and senior
vice president of market strategy.
“Ultimately, traditional providers
are not motivated to adopt
telehealth and are not equipped to
compete with retail suppliers.”
For those that still utilize
telehealth as their main form of
interaction, research shows that
the subjects focus on behavioral
and mental health which doesn’t
necessitate an in-person visit
like more physical health issues
may. While certainly a beneficial
alternative to patients, about 75%
of Americans claimed that they
never utilized telehealth during
the pandemic.

Los Angeles is looking
to potentially drop its indoor
mask mandate starting as early as
this Friday, March 4.
In a move that follows
the rest of California, businesses
will no longer be responsible
for checking vaccine status
of patrons. Both vaccinated
and unvaccinated individuals
can choose not to wear masks
in indoor settings. While still
strongly
recommended,
it
will no longer be a mandatory
requirement for entry.

However, the school
mask mandate will stay in effect
until March 11. After that date,
individual districts can choose
whether to keep the mandate or
get rid of it.
Masks will still be
required on public transportation,
health care settings, prisons,
homeless shelter, long term care
facilities and indoor “mega”
events. Masks at outdoor
“mega” events will no longer
be mandatory, but strongly
recommended.

During the State of the
Union address, President Joe
Biden announced that Americans
can once again request another
round of free COVID tests from
the government.
While
the
initital
program that kicked off on
January 18 allowed four free tests
per residential address, many
were quick to point out that those
with larger families wouldn’t be
able to access enough tests.
Now, the government
is stating that every home in
the United States will be able to

order an additional set of four
tests. There is no specific date
the government set, other than to
say that the second round of tests
would be available to order “next
week.”
To order the free
government-provided
antigen
tests, visit covidtests.gov or call
800-232-0233. Tests are expected
to ship seven to 12 days after
requesting them.
The
administration
initially made 500 million free
tests available but less than 300
have been claimed.

LA County To Drop
Indoor Mask Mandate?

COVID Tests Available
Again from Gov

MENTION

VALLEY NEWS GROUP
WHEN YOU BOOK TO RECEIVE

BOOK NOW

818-701-5799

SCHEDULE YOUR FACIAL TODAY
SPA SERVICES PERFORMED BY STUDENTS UNDER INSTRUCTOR SUPERVISION IN A TEACHING ENVIRONMENT
OFFER VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 23, 2021. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS.
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ACADEMY OF ST MARTIN
IN THE FIELDS

JOSHUA BELL, MUSIC DIRECTOR AND VIOLIN
Thu Mar 10 | 8PM
Prices start at $41 (Parking Included)

One of the most celebrated violinists of our era,
Joshua Bell, leads one of the world’s greatest chamber orchestras as they perform works by Florence
Price, Dvôrak, and Mendelssohn at The Soraya.

UPCOMING
CONCERTS
Sat Mar 19 | 8pm
Martha Graham Dance Company
The New Canticle for Innocent Comedians
Janet Eilber, Artistic Director
Original Music by Jason Moran
Wild Up, Christopher Rountree, Conductor
Thu Mar 24 & Fri Mar 25 | 8pm
St Lawrence String Quartet
Onstage Sessions
Wed Apr 13 | 8pm
Sir John Eliot Gardiner
English Baroque Soloists
Haydn and Mozart Symphonies

TheSorayaStage | TheSoraya.org | (818) 677-3000
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Please join us & the Encino Chamber of Commerce as
we celebrate the Grand Opening of Blaze Pizza with a
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on
March 8 from 12PM to 1PM.
17401 Ventura Blvd., Encino

ENDLESS PIZZABILITIES
Build your own pizza with a choice of 45 toppings.
ANY TOPPINGS, ALL FOR ONE PRICE.
Chose one of our 5 crusts, we’ve got you covered with our
original, gluten-free, keto, cauliflower, and high-rise crusts.

DOWNLOAD THE BLAZE PIZZA APP to earn FREE rewards

PRESENTS

BATTLE OF THE BANDS

!
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WATCH & VOTE from Sat, March 12, 5pm

to Mon, March 14, 5pm at ValleyCultural.org
Currënt Disørder
EXIT 15

Red Morrow
The Silver

Gingsu
ROCK THE VALLEY - BATTLE OF THE BANDS IS SPONSORED BY

Death on the Nile is a
Mirage of a Good Movie

By Katie Sterling
Agatha Christie is not
one to shy away from a “locked
room” setting and yet, there never
seems to ever be any real urgency
in actually capturing the culprit.
The slow burn of unraveling the
mystery at hand seems to be on
the same level of importance
as the nightly champagne toast.
Sure, there might have been a
ghastly turn of events, but it
doesn’t mean the glamour should
be dimmed down at all.
In the latest Hercule
Poirot adaption, Death on the
Nile, this sentiment is once again
played out as an Egyptian river
cruise takes the place of the
Orient Express and a group of
travelers find themselves stuck
in the throes of a killer amongst
them. While the mustached
mastermind sets about to find the
murderer, audiences may be left
wishing they hadn’t set out on
this adventure in the first place.
As in almost all of
Christie’s capers, there’s a
myriad of characters that must
be first introduced to ultimately
understand the manner in
which the cast of suspects find
themselves intertwining. In the
case of Death on the Nile, heiress
Linnet (Gal Gadot) is the root
of the group in which all others
are dependent on her, either by
love or by money. Good motives
for murder, right? Add in Poirot
(Kenneth Branagh), and the
locked room set up is complete.
While it takes quite a
bit of time before the first murder
occurs, the plot speeds up slightly
after the first tragedy, but still

lacks the urgency to make the
plot as exciting as it could be.
The pieces are there: an exotic
backdrop, a world-renowned
detective and an intricate cast
of characters. Yet sadly, the
execution is not on par with what
audiences have come to expect
from these beloved mysteries.
Even a star-studded cast lacks
the ability to make this adaption
shine. After all, knowing that
Armie Hammer was accused of
sexual misconduct (and alleged
cannibalism) makes watching
him as the lead love interest as
cringe-worthy as it gets. While
20th Century Studios did their
best to edit him out of the film,
there truly is no plot without his
character. Between that scandal
and the numerous studio delays,
it may have been best to just sink
this project...
Ultimately,
if
you
enjoyed Murder on the Orient
Express, Death on the Nile is
not too far a departure, albeit
more drawn out. There’s also no
question that director Kenneth
Branagh is an immense talent
both behind and in front of the
camera. (Although, if I were to
direct audiences to one of his
projects that will truly captivate,
Belfast is perhaps the best movie
he’s ever crafted.)
While Death on the Nile
may seem enticing with all its
proposed glamours, the lackluster
cast, lack of urgency and CGI
settings of the Egyptian landscape
ultimately make this movie more
of a mirage than anything.
Death on the Nile, rated
PG-13, is currently in theatres.

Blaze Pizza Encino to Hold
Grand Opening

Blaze Pizza in Encino
will be holding their official
grand opening on Tuesday, March
8, from 12 to 1 pm in the Encino
Courtyard.
This fast fire’d pizzeria
offers customers the opportunity
to custom craft their own pie
with a variety of 45 toppings…all
for one price! A pizza for every
palate, you can even choose
between their original crust,

gluten-free, keto, cauliflower
or high-rise crusts. The options
are endless! It’s exceptional
quality with a quick turnaround
guaranteed to delight. The Encino
location (17401 Ventura Blvd.)
is open daily from 10:30 am to
10 pm Sunday through Thursday
and until 11 pm on Fridays and
Saturdays. Stop by the celebration
and treat yourself to endless
pizzabilities!
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vibes
THE BEST IN SHOPPING, DINING, AND MORE
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LEVI’S • THERABODY • AND MORE

W E S T F I E L D.C O M

Full list
of over 230 shops
and restaurants
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Have a Hot Property in Encino?
Email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com
First time advertisers also get
accompanying editorial!

CONSTRUCTION
& HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Repairs to Remodels
Garage Conversions
From Demo to Design

Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461

By Neil Simmons
The highlight of March
is the rare chance to see the planet
Uranus on Sunday the 6th. Look
west after dark with binoculars at
the crescent Moon. Uranus will
appear as a tiny greenish-blue dot
above the Moon but in the same
field of view.
One of the best sights in
astronomy is the winter hexagon
of bright stars. This super bright
display has moved to the west
after dark. Three of the brightest
stars in all of the night sky –
Sirius, Rigel, Procyon - are in
this formation with the famous
Orion constellation within the
hexagon.
Use binoculars to spot
two of the greatest star clusters
in the night sky which are located
to the right of Orion, the Pleiades
and the Hyades star cluster.
Nearby is a very bright orange
star, Aldebaran, to help spot these
two stars patterns.
In March, notice how
high the Big Dipper is when
night falls. Look north. Notice
the bowl is at the top instead of
being at the bottom, which is the
reverse in summer.
When you walk outside

On March 28, the three planets
and the “Old Moon” together will
be a great sight to see.
While celebrating on
St. Patrick’s Day, March 17,
look east after sunset and watch
the famous “Worm Moon” rise.
Native Americans noticed as the
snow receded birds were feasting
on worms, hence the given name.
For the Native Americans, this
was a great sight and a sign that
the cold winter was almost over.
This is also the best time to tap
maple syrup from a tree.
NASA News:
Right
now NASA has a probe that orbits
the Sun, goes around Venus, and
then back to the Sun. The Parker
Solar Probe is the fastest probe
ever put into space traveling at
over 360,000 mph!
Space News: If you are
out by the desert town of Mojave,
you might be able to see a very
large plane being tested. The
wing span is longer than a football
field. It will eventually be used to
take up smaller space planes to
launch them at over 20,000 feet
in the air.
Space X, Elon Musk’s
company, has been putting
hundreds of satellites up in orbit.

look straight up and see two
identical stars which appear
to be very close to each other.
These are the heads of the twins,
Castor and Pollux, in the Gemini
constellation. Gemini is one of
88 modern constellations.
Dawn Patrol: The planet
Venus is putting on a dazzling
show in the east at 6 am. Look
below Venus to see the red planet
Mars. Below Mars and just
above the horizon is the planet
Saturn. If you can’t sleep go out
and watch Venus rise after 4 am.

They just launched 49, of which
40 failed, as they were hit by a
giant solar wave pushing them
down to hit the earth’s atmosphere
where they burned up. To date,
Space X has put up over 1,800
satellites in orbit. Their goal is to
put up an additional 12,000.
When not stargazing,
Neill Simmons is a Wealth
Manager with LPL Financial in
Woodland Hills. If you have any
astronomy or financial questions,
he may be reached at 818) 9362626 or neill.simmons@lpl.com.

CLASSIFIED AD

On Site Design
& Installation
310.869.9079

Bercsi Development Inc.

Nighttrek: What to See in
the March Sky

After...

Roomate Wanted
Christian professional to share apt in Encino.
Totally private. House privileges. $1460/month.
680 219 2663

Encino Enterprise, March 3, 2022, Page 15

REAL ESTATE

Photo: Zillow

Osaka Scores an Ace of a
Property in Tarzana

Superstar tennis player
Naomi Osaka has scored an ace
of a property after shelling out
$6.3 million for a mansion in
Tarzana.
Previously owned by
boyband singer/television host
Nick Lachey and actress wife
Vanessa Lachey, the deal was
finalized off-market. The couple,
having only lived in the property
for a year, purchased the home in
late 2020 for $5.1 million.
The
East
Coast
traditional-inspired mansion sits
on .68 acres and boasts seven
bathrooms and five bedrooms.
Situated on a quiet cul-de-sac in
Tarzana, the 7,000 square feet
property also includes a four-car

garage and an expansive front
driveway.
Yet, perhaps the biggest
selling point for the athlete is the
sunken, full-size sports court in
the backyard. While currently set
up as a basketball court, the space
could easily be flipped to a tennis
court. The backyard also holds a
dark-bottomed pool, fire pit and
indoor/outdoor extension that
connects the main house to the
backyard.
While a pricey, and
possibly impulsive buy, Osaka
can certainly afford her love of
house hunting. At only 24, Osaka
earned $60 million in a single
year, making her the highest-paid
athlete of all time.

GET ONE MONTH FREE*
*

With a Year’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability

16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From
→

Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space

→

FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.)

→

Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available

gelbgroup.net
6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

Serving the Valley since 1971
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