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Congressman Brad Sherman to Host 
Town Hall

 U.S. Congressman Brad Sherman (D-CA 30th District) 
will host a Telephone Town Hall on Monday, February 7, from  
7 to 8 pm. Tune in to hear Sherman’s opening remarks and then 
ask questions on any issue facing Congress. Sherman currently 
serves on three major House Committees. He is a senior member 
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, a senior member of the 
House Financial Services Committee, and a member of the House 
Science, Space and Technology Committee. In 2019, Sherman 
was elected to serve as Chairman of the House Financial Services 
Subcommittee on Investor Protection, Entrepreneurship and 
Capital Markets. He previously served as Chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Asia Subcommittee. 
 To participate call (855) 920-0548 during the meeting. 
RSVP at bradsherman.house.gov/townhall. 

Nighttrek: What to See in the February 
Sky - See Page 14

Farmer’s Market 
Finds:

Wantz & Kneads

See Page 9

February is 
American
Heart Month

See Page 10

Taking Back Our Streets
 Thirteen year-old 
Mitchell Levinson stared straight 
into the camera at the press 
conference last week, with all 
the confidence of an adult as he 
spoke. Perhaps he’s older than 
his years now, after all he’s been 
through.
 His mother, Connie 
Levinson, was killed last October 
when a street racer slammed 
into a Van Nuys restaurant after 
fleeing the scene of  a street 
takeover. He swerved around a 
bus and lost control of the car, 
crashing through the front door of 
the building and traveling  75 feet 
through the crowd to the back of 
the structure. Levinson was killed 
instantly.
 “I want them to 
know there will be serious 
consequences because of the new 
laws the senator has made. I hope 
something like this never happens 
again,” Mitchell said on camera.
 The new law he 
referenced was a bill with an 
increased, stronger set of penalties 
to crack down on illegal street 
racing and side shows that State 
Senator Henry Stern is pushing 
through Sacramento.
 Street racing and 
speeding incidents have claimed 
other victims in the past two 
years, including a single mother 
and a motorcyclist in West Hills, 
and two children in Westlake 
Village.
 LAPD has said that 
straight, long streets encourage 
speeding and racing. Complaints 
on NextDoor and Facebook post 
incidents of excess speed on 
streets such as  Tampa, Reseda 
and White Oak.  Unfortunately, 
social media has also contributed 
to these dangerous sideshows, 
encouraging participants, which 
often lead to excess speed as 
they’re broken up. Citations for 
the dangerous events are up 300% 
from 2015 - from 86 arrests to 
341 in 2020.
 “Cars are weapons,” 
said Stern, and whether it’s a 

sideshow, a street race or just 
excessive speeding, these are not 
victimless crimes.”
 Mitchell knows this 
all too well. He took the day off 
from school to be at the press 
conference announcing the 
stronger penalties, because, “It’s 
important to be out here. People 
need to know that street racing is 
very serious.”

 Unfortunately, the 
suspect that killed his mother 
was already known to LAPD and 
had been charged in a reckless 
driving incident the year before. 
“He was a young person driving 
insanely fast on residential streets 
and he could’ve killed many more 
people,” one LAPD officer said. 
 Councilman Bob 
Blumenfield has also joined the 
effort to crack down on such 
offenders.
 “Speeding and street 
racing have increased in the West 
Valley and around the city. The 
pandemic has only made this 
problem worse and I am taking 

action to address this escalating 
crisis,” he told Valley News 
Group. “Last week, the City 
Council passed my motion to 
allocate $100,000 of district funds 
for a devoted Street Racing Task 
Force to help patrol key West 
Valley hotspots like Vanalden 
Ave and Valley Circle Blvd. 
 In my meetings with 
LAPD, one of the plaguing 
issues we discussed is that state 
law is far too lenient on these 
racing criminals. For example, 
per existing law there is only a 
finite amount of time cars can 
be impounded and the penalties 
across the board simply do not 
match the crime. That is why I 
was happy to join State Senator 
Henry Stern last week as he 
announced that he is pursuing 
increased, stronger penalties as 
well as more local resources. Too 
many people have lost loved ones 
or have lasting injuries because of 
reckless drivers and we must do 
more.”
 Greg Levinson, 
Mitchell’s father, agrees. 
“Mitchell wanted to come out to 
the press conference on his own, 
saying ‘It’s important to show 
what I’ve lost, and what I hope 
will never happen to another 
family.’”

Citations for the dangerous 
events are up 300% from 
2015 - from 86 arrests to 

341 in 2020.

Raman Sets Motion to Create a Jobs 
and Economic Development Incentive 

in Reseda
 Councilmember Nithya Raman recently introduced 
a motion to establish a Jobs and Economic Development 
Incentive (JEDI) Zone in a commercial area of Reseda. JEDI 
Zones are intended to lift up small, locally-owned businesses 
in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods of Los Angeles 
through technical assistance, case management, permit fee 
reductions, and grants for façade improvements.
 “By establishing a JEDI Zone here, we’ll be able to 
step up our support for the small businesses that define this 
community, many of which are immigrant-owned and support 
neighboring low-income communities,” said Raman.  
 Councilmember Raman’s motion asks the Economic 
and Workforce Development Department (EWDD) to evaluate 
the area bounded by Gault Street to the north, Vanowen Street to 
the south, Reseda Boulevard on the west, and Etiwanda Avenue 
to the east as a JEDI Zone and report to the Council with findings 
and recommendations on creation of the zone. If approved, 
businesses in the area would become eligible for JEDI Zone 
benefits for up to 10 years. 

Cars doing “donuts” during a dangerous street sideshow.
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 * Celebrate the Chinese New Year with Debra Disman at the 
West Valley Regional Branch Library on Tuesday, February 15, at 4 
pm. Participants will be learning how to create an accordian or flower 
fold booklet to celebrate the Year of the Tiger. Space in the online class 
and supplies are limited, so those interested are asked to sign up at 
tinyurl.com/bdz2ve9d.

 * St. Cyril of Jerusalem in Encino will be holding an Open 
House on Sunday, February 6, from 11 am to 1 pm. This Catholic 
school offers preschool through 8th grade education. Park in the lot on 
Ventura Blvd. 

 * Red Barn Feed & Pet in Reseda will be hosting The Little 
Angels Project’s free wellness clinics on Saturday, February 12, and 
Saturday, March 19. Intended for low-income, veterans and seniors, 
pets that qualify will receive free vaccines, wellness check ups, flea 
control and more. To sign up, visit littleangelsproject.org. Red Barn is 
located at 18601 W Oxnard St, Tarzana.

 * Our Lady of Grace is hosting their 2022 Rock & Run 
Jog-A-Thon on Friday, February 18, to help raise funds for ongoing 
facility improvements. Their goal this year is to raise $60,000! Those 
interested in one of the four levels of sponsorships are asked to email 
ptofundraisers@ourladyofgrace.co or vist ourladyofgrace.co to learn 
more. 

 * Join Tarzana Community and Cultural Center for adult 
watercolor classes with teacher Baha Danesh. Held Wednesdays, 
February 9 and 15, from 10 am to noon, participants will learn basic 
principles of watercolor and expression. Open to beginners and those 
with intermediate experience. Cost is $20 per class, which will be held 
in the garden. To sign up, call 818-705-1286 or email info@mytarzana.
org.

 * Encino Courtyard is sharing the love this Valentine’s Day! 
On February 14, the property will display “Love Blossoms,” a four-
foot-tall floral interactive heart sculpture where guests can curate their 
own free bouquets by picking live flowers from the sculpture. The 
flower frenzy will be located between Target and Shake Shack, and 
will be available while supplies last.

 * San Fernando Audubon society invites you on guided tours
of the Sepulveda Basin each second Saturday of every month! Join 
them Saturday, February 12, at 9 am for a wildlife walk to discuss the 
basin, the animals that live there and the fire recovery efforts in the 
space. Tours meet at the amphitheater, on the southeast part of Woodley
Park, and last approximately one-and-a-half to two hours. Wear sturdy
shoes, a hat and bring binoculars if you have them! For more info, call
Muriel Kotin at 213.500.4143.

 * Visit the world’s largest bounce park, FUNBOX!, at the 
Westfield Promenade from now until February 27. This all new, super-
sized park features a dodgeball court, battle beam, sumo challenge, 
ninja challenge, obstacle course, 23 ft. slide, ice climbers, basketball, 
ring toss, impossible ladder, Wipeout inspired games, a giant maze, a 
toddler park, a DJ in a giant octopus, and so much more. Get tickets at 
funbox.com/woodland-hills-worlds-largest.
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COMMUNITYPeople in the News

 * Has COVID forced you to wear glasses and a mask? You 
may be entitled to condensation. 

 * With tax season ever looming, one reader begs the question, 
“How many years must a partially used salad dressing bottle reside in 
the refrigerator until you can claim it as a dependent?”

 * Imagine your 2019 self trying to understand this statement, 
“Wordle is the sourdough starter of Omicron.”

 * Behind every successful man is a woman. Behind the fall of 
a successful man is usually another woman.

 * Remember, Pericles said it in 430 B.C., “Just because you 
do not take an interest in politics doesn’t mean politics won’t take an 
interest in you!”

 * With Groundhog Day just behind us, Dana Heller jokes, 
“Only in America do we have people who deny climate change and yet 
take their weather forecast seriously from a rodent!”

 * Louise Reimer tells the story about her friend who argued 
that wine was a diet fix. “She told me,” said Louise, “that you can work 
off extra weight after drinking wine looking for your car!”

 * And back to diets - Corey Kahane says nobody diets anymore 
because the spotlight is now on exercise. Kahane remembers the diets 
of the 80s. The diet he liked best was a Fresca, M&Ms and cocaine 
diet. That was great then, he relates, but you can’t do that anymore. 
You can’t find Fresca.

 * A man is attending the Super Bowl, when he notices an 
empty seat. Thinking this to be strange, the man asks the person sitting 
next to the empty seat if he knows who sits there. The guy replies 
“Well, I bought two tickets for my wife and I a long time ago, but she 
passed away.” So the man asks, “Couldn’t you have brought someone 
else?” “They’re all at the funeral.”

 * Why doesn’t Corona need an ad in the upcoming SuperBowl? 
It’s already gone viral! 

 *What’s the hardest thing about being a Superbowl 
quarterback? The ground!

 St. James Presbyterian Church of Tarzana 
is happy to announce that, after three years of interim 
leadership, they have appointed an outstanding new 
full-time minister, the Rev. Dr. Erik W. Dailey, at 
left.  He comes with great professional and academic 
credentials, and very high commendations from  his 
colleagues, including Mark Labberton, President of 
Fuller Theological Seminary.  
 Dr. Dailey was ordained in 2005, and has 
four degrees, including a PhD in Theology and 
Culture from Fuller Theological Seminary and a 
Masters of Divinity from Princeton Theological 
Seminary.  He is author of The Fit Shall Inherit the 
Earth:  A Theology of Sport and Fitness. Dailey is 
only 41, but has spent the last 23 years working 
in churches and Christian ministries, serving as a 
youth pastor, hospital chaplain, college professor, 
and most recently as head pastor in the Eagle 
Rock neighborhood of Northeast L.A.  His wife, 
Millason, is also a Presbyterian minister, and they 
have an energetic six-year old daughter, Junia.  Dr. 
Dailey is an avid cyclist and competitive swimmer. 
 St. James Presbyterian Church feels 
extremely fortunate to have attracted such talent, 
and invites anyone seeking a church home to join 
them.

Did you know...
the average weekly newspaper reaches

more people than the average half-hour 
primetime tv show?

Valley News Group 
can help spread the word 

on your business!
Call 818-313-9545 to advertise.

 PASSINGS: Harvey Branman passed 
away on January 31 at 78 years old. Born in 
1943 in Chicago, he attended Senn High School, 
class of 1961 and earned a BS in Psychology at 
Roosevelt University.  After moving to California, 
he first worked in the wholesale meat industry 
while following his passion of photography. In 
the early years he worked art fairs, focusing on 
scenic photography and then branched into family, 
corporate, political and special event photography. 
He eventually opened his studio, Photography 
As An Art in Burbank. He later transformed his 
photography studio into Kagan Water World. On his 
LinkedIn page Harvey wrote that he “worked as a 
photographer for such companies and organizations 
as Burbank Water and Power, Burbank Fire 
Department, First American Title, The Fernando 
Awards, The United Chamber of Commerce, The 
Encino Chamber of Commerce, The Burbank 
Chamber of Commerce, plus hundreds of others.” He strongly believed in community service, and served 
his community for well over 30 years as a board member and two-time President of the Kiwanis Club 
of Burbank and as a member of the BNI San Fernando Valley. He was known to many as the king of 
networking. In 2021 the Burbank City Council honored him with a Certificate of Recognition as a Burbank 
Community Member and Business Owner for Service to the Burbank Community. He is survived by 
countless friends and family members and the community he served.

 Nancy Cartwright, left, valley resident, 
philanthropist and voice of Bart Simpson, has 
penned a memoir entitled I’m Still a 10-Year-
Old Boy. In it, Cartwright traces The Simpsons’ 
rapid rise to wild popularity, offers hilarious 
anecdotes about cast members and guest stars, 
and reveals what it’s like to be at the center of 
an American institution - one that reinvented the 
sitcom, rocked the TV networks to the core, and 
forever changed the face of television.  
 Cartwright is also involved in charity 
here in Los Angeles. She is the founder of Happy 
House, a non-profit organization dedicated to 
building better families. She actively supports 
many charities, including Famous Fone Friends, 
the Way to Happiness Foundation and the Make-
A-Wish Foundation.
 The new audiobook I’m Still a 10-Year-
Old Boy is available now on amazon.com and 
audible.com.
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GREAT NEWS 
for people that want 
to make a change
a Guaranteed issue from any  
 Medicare Advantage plan

a Guaranteed issue from any  
 Medicare Supplement plan 

a Blue Shield calls it an  
 “Underwriting Holiday”

a You must live in California

a You must have a Medicare   
 Supplement plan or a Medicare  
 Advantage plan from any company

a You are guaranteed acceptance

a No health questions

a Plan F has no deductible. Plan G has  
 a once-a-year deductible of $233. 
 NO OTHER DIFFERENCES.  
 SAME NETWORK.

a Offer ends February 28, 2021

Call us at 818-888-0880 
www.pdinsure.com2002-2021

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 20 years 
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2021!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE   #0M47932

Are you or someone you know feeling

“STUCK”
on a Medicare Advantage plan?

(Or are you on an overpriced  
Medicare Supplement Plan F, I OR J?)

Compare these L.A. Area rates with your plan!

Age Plan G Plan G EXTRA

65* $113 $127

67 $154 $168

69 $179 $193

71 $203 $217

73 $220 $234

75 $255 $269

77 $287 $301

79 $314 $328

81 $343 $357

83 $371 $385

85 & OVER $390 $404

Additional couples discount of 7% available if enrolled in identical plan. 
*Age 65 shows “new to Medicare” discount of $25 for 12 months.
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LOCAL NEWSOp Ed: Prepare for Airport Impact During 
Super Bowl  

By Doug Kriegel
 There’s no doubt that 
having this year’s Super Bowl at 
SoFi Stadium on February 13th 
will have a positive impact on 
the Southern California economy. 
Estimates of the economic upside 
vary, but the boost in spending 
will be a welcome financial 
injection for hotels, restaurants 
and other local businesses who’ve 
been suffering the past several 
years.
 Many people traveling 
here to attend the game, corporate 
groups, high rollers,  and 
celebrities will be taking charter 
flights into the LA area.  Regional 
airports expect more than a 
thousand charters will be landing 
here during Super Bowl week. So 
many charter flights are expected 
that local airports have turned 
over management of arrivals 
and departures to the National 
Football League.
 Here’s the rub, many of 
these charter jets will be landing 
at Van Nuys Airport, which has 
been a flash point for thousands of 
families across the San Fernando 
Valley for the past four years.  
Super Bowl week will attract 
more charters to Van Nuys than 
anytime in the airport’s history. 
Residents across the Valley are 
bracing for the impact.
 Last year more than 
5,000 residents of Valley 
communities signed petitions 
calling for scaling back what they 
say is the out-of-control growth 
at local airports like Van Nuys, 
which is right smack in the middle 
of a residential neighborhood. 
 With other regional 
airports like Santa Monica 
and Whiteman facing hostile 
communities who are attempting 
to shut them down, there’s been 
a burst of jet operations at Van 
Nuys Airport. More jet take offs 
and landings have occurred in 
the last 12 months than any time 
since the airport was opened in 
1928.
 There were about 
30,000 citizen complaints every 
month made to Van Nuys Airport 
in 2021. In October, there were 
10 jet flights every hour at Van 
Nuys, that’s one plane every six 
minutes. In addition to noise from 

low flying jets, Valley residents 
claim that pollution from aviation 
emissions is blowing into homes, 
schools and people’s lungs.
 Resident complaints 
about Van Nuys Airport began 
festering several years ago when 
the Federal Aviation Authority 
changed jet flight paths over 
the Valley. Community leaders 
say they were never notified of 
the changes. The agency is not 
required to do a full environmental 
assessment before implementing 
the new routes called NextGen. 
The new jet routes took flights 
lower and closer to homes across 
the San Fernando Valley, from 
Sherman Oaks to Woodland Hills 
and north into Lake Balboa. and 
North Hills.
 Community leaders in 
Santa Monica and Pacoima are 
turning down federal funds from 
the FAA, which will ultimately 
give them local control of their 
airports. Valley residents asking 
for relief are being told that Van 
Nuys Airport is still accepting 
FAA money which means the 
Feds are still making major 
decisions, while residents are 
clamoring for local control.
 The airport’s manager, 
Flora Margheritis told residents 
“The FAA is in charge of 
operations, there’s not much we 
can do about citizen complaints.” 
A spokesperson for the federal 
agency claims that jet routes will 
be revised, no details or time 
frame were indicated. Attempts 
to interview Transportation 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg were 
rejected.
 Across the country 
from the Hamptons in New York 
to the Bay Area in California, 
communities are attempting to 
take control of local airports 
because of noise, environmental 
concerns, and health issues. The 
East Hampton Airport is being 
deactivated this year because of 
its negative impact on residents. 
This means local control will 
prevail at that airport.
 In Santa Clara County, 
starting this year the Board of 
Supervisors voted to ban lead 
aviation fuel after a finding of 
elevated blood levels in children 
living near the Reid-Hillview in 
San Jose. “There is no safe level of 
lead”, says Dr. Sammy Zaharan, a 
professor of epidemiology who 
led the study in San Jose, which 
found that kids who live near 
the airport have higher levels 
of lead in their blood. He says 
“lead is a poison that can cause 
learning disabilities and mental 
retardation.”
 In Phoenix for the 
past six years, city officials and 
residents have been battling with 
the FAA in court over changes 
in flight patterns at Sky Harbor 

Airport that residents say they 
were never informed about. 
“These changes resulted in 
jets being routed over densely 
populated areas, and they were 
implemented without seeking 
public input,” says Congressman 
Rueben Gallegos who is accusing 
the  FAA of “running roughshod 
over the citizens of Phoenix.”
 In Van Nuys, parents 
with children at schools near the 
airport are concerned about their 
kids taking outdoor recess with 
fumes from idling planes feeding 
into the school yard. “This airport 
is a plague on our community,” 
says Suzanne Guitierez-Hedges, 
who has a daughter at Valley 
Charter Elementary School in 
North Hills.  “When a jet flies 
over my daughter’s school the 
noise is so loud that teachers stop 
teaching; the lesson comes to a 
halt until the jet passes.”
 In addition, many 
residents claim that constant 
noise from jet traffic overhead 
on a 24-hour basis disrupts 
family life inside thousands of 
homes across the San Fernando 
Valley. At mealtimes, dishes are 
vibrating and rattling at breakfast 
and dinner tables. Family 
conversations come to a halt until 
the jet noise fades away...

 Small children are 
frightened and awakened by 
the sounds of jets in the middle 
of the night. The airport has no 
local control of a curfew which 
would allow it to enforce a quiet 
skies curfew pledge made to local 
communities that no flights will 
be allowed between 11 pm and 7 
am. It’s not uncommon to hear jet 
activity over residential areas at 2 
and 3 am. 
 “Often, jets wake up the 
whole family in the middle of the 
night,” says Penny Alpert, who 
lives in Encino.
 “Family life in our 
communities is more important 
than the booming economic 
growth of business at the airport 
every year” adds Alpert.
 “I know several families 
who have already moved because 
of the jets, “ adds Chloe King of 
Sherman Oaks. “These low flying 
jets sound like bombs overhead” 
adds King.
 A 2012 study by Boston
                   (continued to page 6)

More jet take offs and landings 
have occurred in the last 

twelve months than any time 
since the airport was opened 

in 1928... In October, there 
were ten jet flights every hour 
at Van Nuys, that’s one plane 

every six minutes.
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Airport Op Ed Cont’d
(Continued from page 5)
University linked frequent 
exposure to airplane noise with 
high blood pressure, hypertension, 
and sleep disorders. “Noise is a 
health issue,” says Penny Alpert.
 People in the Valley 
who are selling their homes are 
being told by realtors that full 
disclosure requires the seller 
to inform potential buyers that 
constant jet traffic overhead is a 
factor that must be mentioned in 
the sales presentation. In Phoenix, 
one realtor told homeowners that 
proximity to the airport could   
reduce a home’s value by about 
30%.
 Several solutions are 
emerging. Some homeowners  
groups are calling on the city 
to shorten the airport’s runway 
which worked as a tactic in Santa 
Monica.
 “Let’s revisit moving 
the charter jet operations from 
Van Nuys to Palmdale Regional 
Airport,” suggests Eliot Cohen, 

who heads up the Homeowners 
of Encino. Civic leaders in Los 
Angeles have been saying for 
years that an expanded Palmdale 
Airport, which has been working 
to bring back commercial service,  
is still the best option for relieving 
congestion at area airports.
 Palmdale’s remoteness 
has been a factor in reducing 
enthusiasm for the facility, which 
is 62 miles from LA. Palmdale 
could not only accommodate 
growing charter operations, but 
it could also handle all the fancy 
flying objects heading our way 
soon: things like air taxis, all-
electric airplanes, and flying cars. 
Package delivery companies want 
permission to fly drones.
 (Will these whiz bang 
flying objects be traveling 
over our heads in residential 
neighborhoods? Wonder if I’ll 
live long enough to see a pizza 
delivered by a drone to my door?)
 Candidates for Mayor 
in Los Angeles are being asked 

if they would favor a shortening 
of the runway at Van Nuys 
Airport, which the city owns. A 
shorter runway would be less jet 
friendly. The mayor also gets to 
appoint people at local agencies 
that oversee the airport, would 
the next mayor support any 
management changes here? 
 Candidates are also 
being asked if they would 
jawbone the issue of curfew 
violations by insisting that the 
airport live up to its quiet skies 
no-fly pledge between 11 pm and 
7 am. Federal aviation law rules 
out local control of curfew hours.
 Some elected figures 
have championed citizen 
complaints about regional 
airports. City Council President 
Nury Martinez, whose district 
includes Van Nuys Airport, 
convinced the LA City Council 
to vote in favor of shutting down 
Whiteman Airport.  In Phoenix, 
Congressman Rueben Gallegos 
sponsored an amendment in 
Washington that would limit the 
FAA’s power over flight paths at 
Sky Harbor Airport.
 Congressman Brad 
Sherman, who represents many 
Valley communities, has been 
supportive of the airport’s 
exponential growth. Seven years 
ago Sherman, who is supported 
by commercial interests at the 
airport, proudly proclaimed the 
facility “Van Nuys International 
Airport.” Nowadays you can 
charter jet flights from Van 
Nuys International to anywhere 
in the world. In 2019, Sherman 
asked the FAA to deal with noise 
complaints. No action has been 
taken.
 Congressman Tony 
Cardenas, who also represents 
Valley communities, says the 
airport is an important source of 
jobs.
 At a citizens committee 
meeting in January,  the Van Nuys 
Airport manager alerted residents 
that charter jets will be operating 
all evening until 1 am on Monday 
morning after the Super Bowl 
game.
 “We’re going to get 
hammered,” said Cohen of  the 
Encino Homeowners.
 Doug Kriegel spent 31 
years at NBC-4 where he worked 
as Sacramento Bureau Chief, 
reporter, and Money Editor. He 
also produced four documentaries 
titled “The Drive By Economist” 
at PBS SoCal. Doug lives in the 
San Fernando Valley.
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BUSINESSEncino Tarzana Real Estate
Market Update Part II

By Arthur Pfefferman
 This is part two of 
three of a series of factual 
information about the office, 
retail, and industrial markets in 
the Encino and Tarzana markets. 
I have abbreviated the narrative 
to allow room in this piece for 
facts and figures substantially 
excerpted from Costar which is 
in my opinion the gold standard 
for commercial industrial real 
estate information, however, we 
do not guarantee its accuracy or 
completeness. 
 Retail vacancies in 
Encino were slightly elevated 
relative to the five-year average 
during the first quarter, but they 
dropped considerably over the 
past 12 months. The rate also 
comes in below the region’s 
average. Meanwhile, retail rents 
have risen by 1.4% in the past 12 
months.
 Encino only recorded 
four sales over the past year, 
which is roughly in line with the 
amount of deal-making in any 
given year. 
 Annual sales volume has 
averaged $7.8 million over the 
past five years. But the recorded 

volume reached $15.5 million in 
the past 12 months, which was 
the highest level in the past five 
years. The general retail sector 
drove that volume.  
 Market pricing, which is 
based on the price movement of 
all properties in the submarket and 
informed by actual transactions, 
now sits at $397/SF. That market 
price is largely unchanged since 
last year, as values have held 
steady, and the price itself sits 
right in line with the average 
pricing in the overall LA region. 
The market cap rate has edged up 
in the past 12 months to 5.4%, the 
highest level in five years.
 Retail vacancies in 
Tarzana were roughly in line with 
the five-year average during the 
first quarter, but they tightened a 
touch in the past year. The rate 
also comes in below the region’s 
average. 
 Meanwhile, retail rents 
have risen by 1.3% in the past 12 
months.  Inventory has actually 
contracted over that span.  Retail 
investors are reasonably active in 
Tarzana, and that remained the 
case in the past year.
 Tarzana has had a 

relatively healthy investment 
market over the years, and buyers 
have exhibited a steady interest 
in the area. The historical interest 
in Tarzana carried through the 
past 12 months, as well, and 
the number of trades largely 
kept pace with the five-year 
average.  
 Annual sales volume 
has averaged $22.5 million over 
the past five years, including a 
12-month high of $51 million 
over that stretch. The recorded 
transaction volume here reached 
$18.3 million in the past year. 
Market pricing, which is based 
on the price movement of all 
properties in the submarket, sat 
at $391/SF during the first quarter 
of 2022. 
 That market price is 
largely unchanged since last year, 
as values have held steady. The 
market cap rate is within a few 
basis points of its year-ago level, 
at 5.3%.
 Arthur Pfefferman 
is Executive Vice President of 
Coldwell Banker Commercial. 
CalDRE License # 01021906. For 
inquiries, or further information,
email art@pfeffermancre.com.
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Remembering January 6, 
2021 - Insurrection Day

 On January 6, 2021, 
I was in the Capitol complex 
while an insurrectionist mob 
shouted “Hang Mike Pence” and 
“Where’s Nancy?” 
 Hours later, we 
reconvened on the House floor as 
required by the Constitution, and 

by 3:00 am, we completed our 
work and affirmed the election of 
President Joe Biden.
 Since then, many 
Republican-controlled states 
have sought to restrict the right 
to vote or put political operatives 
in charge of the vote-counting 
process. 
 That is why I joined with 
Rep. Terri Sewell to introduce 
the John R. Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act, which would 
prohibit efforts to disenfranchise 
voters of color, and prevent the 
wholesale removal of voters from 
the election rolls (a tactic used to 
suppress minority voting).
 I also joined with 
Congressman John Sarbanes 

to introduce H.R. 1, which 
would prohibit gerrymandering 
and require every state to have 
a nonpartisan redistricting 
commission, like the one we have 
in California. 
 H.R. 1 would also 
prevent foreign interference 

in our elections, expand vote-
by-mail and early voting, and 
strengthen the conflict-of-interest 
laws applicable to members of 
Congress.
 I will not rest until these 
two critical bills, which have 
already passed the House, pass 
the Senate and become law. I am 
also working on legislation to 
make sure that impartial officials 
and judges, not political hacks, 
oversee the vote counting process. 
 Insurrection Day, 
January 6th, showed us that our 
Democracy is at stake -- and 
nothing is more important than 
that.
 Your Congressman, 
Brad Sherman

How to Leave Your Home to Your Kids 
Tax-Free

By Jack Lees
 How to leave your home 
to your kids?
 1. Leave the house in 
your will.
 The simplest way to 
give your house to your children 
is to leave it to them in your will 
or living trust. As long as the total 
amount of your estate is under 
$12.06 million (in 2022), your 
estate will not pay estate taxes. 
In addition, when your children 
inherit property, it reduces the 
amount of capital gains taxes 
they will have to pay if they sell 
the property. Capital gains taxes 
are taxes paid on the difference 
between the “basis” in property 
and its selling price. If children 
inherit property, the property’s 
tax basis is “stepped up,” which 
means the basis would be the 
value of the property at the time 
of death, not the original cost of 
the property.
 There are some 
downsides to this plan. Some 
states have a smaller estate 
tax exemption than the federal 
exemption, so leaving the 
property in your estate may 
cause your estate to owe the state 
taxes. Also, if you were to need 
Medicaid at any time before you 
died, Medicaid might put a lien 
on the property and the property 
might need to be sold after your 
death to repay Medicaid
 2. Gift the House.
 When you give anyone 
other than your spouse property 
valued at more than $16,000 
($32,000 per couple) in any one 
year, you have to file a gift tax 
form.  But you can gift a total 

of $12.06 million (in 2022) over 
your lifetime without incurring a 
gift tax. If your residence is worth 
less than $12.06 million and 
you give it to your children, you 
probably won’t have to pay any 
gift taxes, but you will still have 
to file a gift tax form. 
 The downside of gifting 
property is that it can have capital 
gains tax consequences for your 
children. If your children are 
planning to sell the home, they 
will likely face steep capital gains 
taxes. When property is gifted it 
does not receive a step up in basis, 
as it is when it is inherited. When 
property for the giver becomes 
the tax basis for the recipient.
 In addition, gifting a 
house to your children can have 
consequences if you apply for 
Medicaid within five years of the 
gift. Under federal Medicaid law, 
if you transfer the assets within 
five years before applying for 
Medicaid, you will be ineligible 
for Medicaid for a period of 
time (called a transfer penalty), 
depending on how much the 
assets were worth.
 3.  Sell the House.
 You can also sell your 
house to your children. If you sell 
the house for less than fair market 
value, the difference in price 
between the full market value and 
the sale price will be considered a 
gift. As discussed above, there is 
lifetime gift tax exemption on this 
gift. The same issues with gifts 
discussed above will apply to this 
gift.
 Another option is to sell 
the house at full market value, 
but hold a note on the property. 

The note should be in writing 
and include interest. You can 
then use the annual $16,000 gift 
tax exclusion to gift your child 
$16,000 each year to help make 
the payments on the note. This can 
be tricky and you should consult 
with your attorney to make sure 
this won’t cause tax problems, 
you can use the $16,000 annual 
gift tax exclusion as well as the 
$12.06 million (in 2022).
 4. Put the house in a 
trust.
 Another method of 
transferring property is to put it 
into a trust.  If you put it in an 
irrevocable trust that names your 
children as beneficiaries, it will 
no longer be a part of your estate 
when you die, so your estate 
will not pay any estate taxes on 
the transfer. The house will also 
not be subject to Medicaid estate 
recovery.
 The downside is 
that once the house is in the 
irrevocable trust, it cannot be 
taken out again. Although it can 
be sold, the proceeds must remain 
in the trust. Similar to making a 
gift, if you apply for Medicaid 
within five years of transferring 
the house, you may be subject to 
a Medicaid penalty period.
 Figuring out the best 
way to pass property to your 
children will depend on your 
individual circumstances. Talk to 
your elder law attorney to decide 
what method will work best for 
your family.
 Jack Lees is a Real 
Estate Broker with TLC Realty 
and Home Loans. Reach him at 
(818) 262-0924.
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Farmer’s Market Finds: 

Wantz & Kneads
 As Oprah so famously 
declared, “I.Love.Bread!” Don’t 
we all Oprah?! 
 Two individuals who 
share this same sentiment, and 
are the newest vendors at the 
Encino Farmer’s Market, are the 
creators behind Wantz & Kneads. 
Lance Toro and Jennifer Newhart 
recognized the appeal of such 
a beloved staple but wanted to 
bring a bit of elevation to a classic 
comfort. Offering artisan bread, 
savory soups and more, Wantz 
& Kneads seeks to share their 
passion of baking with others in 
the community. 
 In this latest “Farmer’s 
Market Finds,” Encino Enterprise 
chats with Toro about circling 
back into the Encino community 
and transitioning his talents to the 
local market through the love of a 
loaf. 
 Encino Enterprise: 
What inspired the creation of 
Wantz & Kneads and the name of 
the business itself?
 Lance Toro: Wantz 
& Kneads was created by my 
partner Jennifer Newhart and 
myself after I decided to retire 
from being a private chef after 24 
years. I wanted to do something 
that made me very happy every 

day and I decided to 
pursue sourdough baking 
because I always had an 
interest in it, but never 
had the time to commit 
to it. 
 I am fascinated 
and obsessed with 
the science behind sourdough 
artisan bread. I found that there 
was something missing from the 
bread world here in Los Angeles 
so I decided to throw my hat in 

the arena and see what I could 
create.
 The name was created 
by Jennifer since she is a 
wordsmith by nature. One day 
I was discussing the idea of 
this venture and she just said 
everyone has wants and needs, so 
she played on those words.
 EE: Your offerings 
range from artisanal bread to 

soups and sweet 
treats! Do you 
have a popular 
item that you 
are most known 
for? Do you 
have specialty 
seasonal items as 
well?
 Toro: We are 
known for all 
things sourdough 
but especially 
our artisan 
breads. This 
summer we will 
be introducing 
salad dressings 
to our lineup, 
but I’m sure I’ll 

come up with a few other exciting 
items as well. Essentially, we are 
a comfort food business.
 EE: How did you decide 
to start selling your creations at 

local farmer’s markets such as 
the Encino Farmer’s Market?
 Toro: When we 
opened our company we 
operated as a takeout and 
pick up restaurant exclusively 
on all of the delivery 
applications. We found that 
our location made it very 
difficult and lack of exposure 
hurt us so we went to Plan 
B, which was to turn our 
comfort food restaurant into a 
sourdough bakery exclusively 
for farmer’s markets where 
we could really get amazing 
exposure in front of an audience. 
That’s exactly what happened! 
 Many years ago, I 
owned a house right down the 
street and I was a customer at 
the Encino Farmer’s Market. 
When I returned just recently to 
inquire about selling there I was 
flabbergasted at how large it had 
become over the years. Truly 
wonderful. 
 EE: Why do you think 
now more than ever people are 
interested in local, homemade 
products like the ones found 

at neigh-
b o r h o o d 
f a r m e r ’ s 
markets?
 Toro: 
I think 
people are 
shopping at 
the farmer’s 
m a r k e t 
more than 
ever simply 
b e c a u s e 

they are looking for quality 
products, fresh vegetables 
and fruits, artisanal handmade 
products, delicious hot food, 
fresh flowers and the sense of 

community. Having access 
to this abundance in your 
own neighborhood is 
priceless! 
 One thing I noticed on 
my first day at the Encino 
Farmers market was how 
friendly and welcoming 
everyone was, from the 
management that runs this 
operation to the community 
that shopped and bought 
our products. I could not 
have been more pleased 
with the welcome we 
received. 
 EE: What do you love 
most about the Encino 
community? 

 Toro: I have been a part 
of the San Fernando Valley for 35 
years. I have shopped all through 
Encino and I know it like my own 
name. It’s a beautiful city that 
has so much to offer and Jennifer 
and I are so very proud and 
excited to be part of the Encino 
Farmer’s Market. Thank you to 
everyone who supports small 
local businesses, we could not do 
what we do without you!
 Wantz & Kneads can 
be found at the Encino Farmer’s 
Market every Sunday from 8 am 
to 1 pm at 17400 Victory Blvd.  
 Check out their array 
of offerings on wantzandkneads.
com and salivate on their social 
at @wantzandkneads (Facebook) 
and Wantz_and_Kneads 
(Instagram). 
 You butter believe you’ll 
want to stock up on some Sunday 
sourdough!
 Images clockwise 
from top: Toro at the farmer’s 
market showcasing his creations, 
partners Newhart and Toro, 
chocolate espresso streusel rolls 
awaiting their cream cheese 
frosting and a stack of artisanal 
sourdough loaves ready for the 
market! 

Business 
Calendar

 *The Encino Chamber 
of Commerce will be holding 
their next monthly Zoom meeting 
on Tuesday, February 15, at 
11:45 am. Guest speaker is yet to 
be announced. To RSVP, email 
info@encinochamber.org. There 
is no charge for members and a 
$10 charge for non-members. 

 *The Encino 
Neighborhood Council will 
hold their Homeless Committee 
Meeting on Wednesday, 
February 9 at 6:30 pm. For more 
information, visit encinonc.org.

 *The Valley Industry and 
Commerce Association (VICA) 
is hosting their Congressional 
Breakfast on Tuesday, February 
25. At this time it is planned to be 
an in-person event where federal 
elected officials will participate 
in a casual “talk show” style 
event. This is an opportunity to 
hear directly from Washington’s 
elected officials who represent 
the San Fernando Valley region.
To register for the breakfast visit  
vica.com.

 *The health of the 
community is more vital 
than ever right now! Mark 
your calendar for the Encino 
Chamber of Commerce’s Health 
and Wellness Committee on 
Thursday, February 3, from 12 to 
1 pm. To be a one-time guest, call 
the Chamber office at 818-789-
4711.

 *LAPD is inviting the 
community to the Tarzana-Encino 
Neighborhood Watch Meeting on 
Tuesday, February 8, at 7 pm via 
Zoom. For the Zoom and dial in 
log ins, visit encinonc.org/page/
viewNews/2706.

 *The United Chambers 
of Commerce has opened up 
nominations next week for their 
8th Annual Inspirational Womens 
awards. Visit UnitedChambers.
org for more information and to 
find the nomination form upon 
publication. United Chambers 
honors five women yearly 
who have made significant 
contributions to the community. 

 *The Encino Chamber 
of Commerce will be holding their 
Education Committee meeting on 
Thursday, February 24, from 2 to 
3 pm. Get caught up and share 
resources with education leaders 
in the community. Email info@
encinochamber.org for the Zoom 
link. 
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BOOK NOW
818-701-5799

SPA SERVICES PERFORMED BY STUDENTS UNDER INSTRUCTOR SUPERVISION IN A TEACHING ENVIRONMENT
OFFER VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 23, 2021. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS.

SCHEDULE YOUR FACIAL TODAY

MENTION

WHEN YOU BOOK TO RECEIVE
VALLEY NEWS GROUP

Your whitest teeth.
Not in three months. 
Not in three weeks.

By tonight.

Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.

The revolutionary new way 
to whiten your teeth.

Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.

Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.

And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
Woodland Hills  818.224.2970

Opening a New Business in 2022?
We Can Help Spread the Word!

Call 818.313.9545 or email
EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

February is American
Heart Month

By Jahandar Saleh, MD
 Cardiovascular disease 
remains the largest cause of 
death in the United States. Every 
year about 659,000 people in 
the United States die from heart 
disease each year—that’s one in 
every four deaths. And, every 
year approximately 805,000 
people have a heart attack. 
 Unfortunately, for most 
people their demise is the first 
sign of heart trouble. I recall the 
many patients who were treated 
successfully due to advances in 
emergency cardiac care, but also 
remember far too many who 
did not survive due to their late 
presentation and/or extent of 
disease.  
 When speaking to my 
patients, I emphasize prevention 
as the key to success. I also 
believe that early detection of 
heart disease and optimal risk 
factor modification to prevent 
cardiovascular events are crucial 
in preventing cardiac related 
deaths.  
 But enter in a new era of 
pandemic and heart disease rates 
are now soaring and for many 
due to lack of care, their risk for a 
more aggressive heart attack that 
has gone unchecked bring in a 
much higher level of mortality. To 
mitigate and reduce your risk of 
heart attack, I suggest engaging in 
regular moderate aerobic exercise 
for at least 30 minutes, five days a 
week, or for those in better health, 
vigorous workouts at least 20 
minutes, three times a week. 
 There is an abundant 
amount of outdoor walking and 
hiking areas in and around the 
Valley and local beach areas. 
Why not find a walking/biking/
hiking buddy and make that a 
part of your lifestyle? You’ll be 
more likely to stick to consistent 
workouts if you carve them into 
your set schedule.
 Following a healthy 
diet especially during COVID 
can also help you to maintain 
a normal body weight. Adopt a 
diet low in salt, saturated and 
trans fats, and high in unsaturated 
fats (fish, avocado, etc.) like the 
Mediterranean diet. And, be sure 
to stay away from processed 
foods and visit farmer’s markets 
for locally grown produce. 
 Most importantly, know 
and review your risk factors with a 
trusted physician. Your physician 
may recommend medications to 
control cholesterol, hypertension 
and diabetes but only under your 
physician’s care. Also, avoid 
hormone replacement unless 
you have severe menopausal 
symptoms and seek alternatives 
when possible. 
 In selected cases, it may 

be necessary to conduct non-
invasive or even invasive tests to 
determine the nature and severity 
of the heart disease. Sometimes 
angioplasty/stenting or even 
bypass surgery may be needed if 
you have severe and symptomatic 
arterial blockage.

 Common Risk Factors 
for Heart Disease:
 *Age - Heart disease can 
occur at any age. However, four 
out of five people who die from 
coronary heart disease are aged 
65 or older. The risk of stroke 
doubles with each decade after 
the age of 55. Make 40 the new 
50 and 50 the new 60- remember 
to love life with your heart and 
live life through your heart!
 *Gender - Men and 
women are equally at risk for 
heart disease, but women tend 
to get coronary artery disease an 
average of 10 years later than men. 
The risk for women increases as 
they approach menopause and 
continues to rise as they get older. 
Death rates from heart disease 
and stroke for women are twice 
as high as those for all forms of 
cancer.
 *Family History 
(Heredity) - Presence of heart 
disease in a parent or sibling, 
especially at a young age, 
increases your risk of developing 
heart disease.
 *Smoking - Smokers 
are twice as likely to suffer heart 
attacks as non-smokers, and 
they are more likely to die as a 
result. Smoking is also linked 
to increased risk of stroke.  The 
nicotine and carbon monoxide 
in tobacco smoke damages the 
cardiovascular system. Passive 
smoking may also be a danger. 
46 million Americans (25 million 
men and 21 million women) 
smoke.  Women who smoke and 
take the oral contraceptive pill are 
at particularly high risk of heart 
disease and stroke.
 *Cholesterol - The 
higher the blood cholesterol level, 
the higher the risk of coronary 
heart disease, particularly if it is 
combined with any of the other 
risk factors. Diet is one cause of 
high cholesterol – High levels 
(over 100 mg/dl) of LDL (low-
density lipoprotein), or “bad 
cholesterol”, are dangerous, and 
low levels (under 40 mg/dl in men 
and under 55 mg/dl in women) of 
HDL (high-density lipoprotein), 
or “good cholesterol”, increase 

(continued to next page)

Women tend to get 
coronary artery disease an 
average of 10 years later 

than men. 
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Research suggests that treating hearing loss can reduce loneliness, 
delay cognitive delay, prevent brain fatigue and improve quality of life.  
Call to schedule a COMPLIMENTARY hearing evaluation. Don’t let 
your hearing loss go untreated.

Dr. Beverly D’Cunha
Doctor of Audiology

19801 Vanowen Street, Suite H  |  Winnetka, CA 91306
(818) 914-5077  |  www.performancehearingcenter.com

A new study indicates 
cognitive problems 
related to hearing loss 
may actually begin 
before hearing loss 
is detected. Early 
intervention is key to 
preserving cognitive 
function and maintaining 
quality of life. Questions about your 

insurance benefits?  
Call 818-914-5077.

A Medicare Advantage plan that does more.

Paul Davis

Calling this number will connect you to a licensed independent insurance agent/broker.

Paul Davis Insurance Services is a licensed and certified representative of several 
Medicare Advantage [HMO, PPO and PPFS] organizations with Medicare contracts.

818-888-0880
paul@pdinsure.com
pdinsure.com

CA licensed since 1984

#0669770
#0M47932

(continued from previous page)
the risk of heart disease and 
stroke. High levels 
(over 150 mg/dl) 
of triglycerides 
(another type 
of fat), in some, 
may also increase 
the risk of heart 
attack and stroke. 
Nearly 40 million 
Americans have 
high cholesterol 
levels.
 * H i g h 
Blood Pressure 
- High blood 
pressure (over 
140/90 mmHg 
and over 130/80 
mmHg in diabetics) 
increases the risk of heart attack, 
stroke, aneurysm, and kidney 
damage. When combined 
with obesity, smoking, high 
cholesterol or diabetes, the risk 
increases several times. High 
blood pressure can be a problem 
in women who are pregnant or 
are taking high-dose types of 
oral contraceptive pill. 72 million 
Americans over age 20 have high 
blood pressure.
 *Obesity - People who 
are overweight are more likely 
to develop heart disease and 
stroke, even if they have none 
of the other risk factors. Excess 
weight causes extra strain on 
the heart; influences blood 
pressure, cholesterol and levels 

Heart Month Continued
of other blood fats – including 
triglycerides; and increases the 

risk of developing diabetes. 66% 
of Americans over age 20 are 
obese.
 *Alcohol - Small amount 
of regular alcohol consumption 
(1/2 to 1 drink per day for women 
and 1-2 drinks per day for men) 
can reduce risk of heart disease. 
However, drinking an average 
of more than one drink a day for 
women or more than two drinks a 
day for men increases the risk of 
heart disease and stroke because 
of the effect on blood pressure, 
weight and levels of triglycerides 
– a type of fat carried in the blood.  
Binge drinking is particularly 
dangerous. 
 *Drug Abuse - The use 
of certain drugs, particularly 

cocaine and amphetamines, has 
been linked to heart disease and 

stroke.  Cocaine 
can cause abnormal 
heartbeat which 
can be fatal while 
heroin and opiates 
can cause lung 
failure. Injecting 
drugs can cause 
an infection of 
the heart or blood 
vessels.
 *Diabetes - The 
condition seriously 
increases the risk 
of developing 
c a r d i o v a s c u l a r 
disease, even if 
glucose levels are 
under control. More 

than 80% of diabetes sufferers die 
of some form of heart or blood 
vessel disease.
 *Previous Medical 
History - People who have had a 
previous heart attack or stroke are 
more likely than others to suffer 
further events.
 *Stress, Depression, 
Anger/Hostility - Stress, 
depression, and negative 
emotions have also been linked to 
an increased risk of heart disease. 
 Jahandar Saleh, MD, 
is an Interventional Cardiologist 
at Dignity Health Northridge 
Hospital. For more info about 
how to reduce your chance of 
heart disease, call Dr. Saleh at 
(818) 678-4900.

Can You Get COVID Again?
 At this point in the 
pandemic, you’ve either had 
COVID, known someone close to 
you who has 
COVID or 
are currently 
battling the 
virus. But 
after you 
r e c o v e r 
from your 
s y m p t o m s 
and test 
negative, is it possible to get 
COVID again?
 Seeing as how 
“breakthrough COVID” is the 
new norm, despite being fully 
vaccinated and boosted, isn’t 
it possible to recover and then 
catch the virus yet again? While 
the short answer is yes, the 
long answer depends on your 
vaccination status and time. 
 Seeing as how the 
pandemic is going on its second 
year, those who contracted the 
virus very early on may have 
immunity that has waned from 
the initial infection. Add in a 
multitude of variants and the body 
has a lot to consistently adjust to 
in order to combat an infection. 
 These new variants, 
which don’t mutate as quickly 

the flu, are extremely more 
contagious however, hence the 
elevated number of infections. 

The ability of 
the COVID 
virus to evade 
i m m u n e 
systems, even 
for those who 
have built 
a n t i b o d i e s 
a g a i n s t 
COVID, is 

the crucial reason why COVID 
has been able to persist. 
 In the same vein that 
both vaccinated and unvaccinated 
can catch COVID (with varying 
symptoms), anyone can catch 
it again. Vaccination provides 
longer protection than natural 
infection immunity because the 
virus can overcome a person’s 
host immunity. Those who have 
had “breakthrough COVID” 
have both natural and vaccine 
antibodies, providing a stronger 
barrier of defense. Again though, 
as time goes on and the virus 
continues to mutate, there is no 
such thing as 100% protection. 
The best defense is to stay on 
top of preventative measures 
including boosters, continuous 
mask wearing and quarantining 

during the recommended time 
while infected.
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Tarzana Native Plants Fair Feb. 13

 Join the Tarzana 
Community and Cultural Center 
on Sunday, February 13, from 
10 am to 4 pm for the first ever 
Native Plant Fair! 
 You’ll get the chance to 
celebrate your natural heritage 
with art, science and plants at this 
outdoor family fair that gives the 
community the tools to support, 
protect, and enjoy native wildlife 
and waters. The event will 
feature art and planting projects 
for the whole family along with 
information booths from the 
leading ecological organizations 
in Southern California.
 The schedule for the all 
age workshops is as follows:
 -Pot painting and pot 
planting from 10 am to 4 pm.
 -Botanical watercolor 
workshop from 11 am to 3 pm.
 -Citizen scientist 

workshop from 11 am to 2 pm.
 There will also be a 
plant and book sale, wildflower 
seed bombs and expert advice on 
native gardening. Plus, attendees 
can sign up to be a wilderness 
hero!
 To entertain the crowd 

for the day will be musical guests 
Tracy Newman performing a 
30-minute concert of children’s 
songs at 11:30 am, Hannah Rose 
Lewis at 1 pm and neo-folk trio 
JaKL (Jaynee Thorne, Leslie 
Barker and Karen Tobin) at 2 
pm who will conclude the day’s 
entertainment. 
 Admission is free 
and there will be free vegan 
ice cream! Co-sponsored by 
California Native Plant Society, 
Santa Monica Mountains 
Fund, TreePeople, Theodore 
Payne Foundation and Tarzana 
Community Cultural Center, it 
will be the perfect day for plant 
fans! 
 While the event 
will be held outdoors, masks 
will still be required for all 
attendees. For more info, visit 
TarzanaNativePlantFair.com. 

Make-A-Wish with Norms Encino
 This February, Norms 
is partnering with Make-A-Wish 
to raise donations for a worthy 
cause! 
 Patrons who donate 
only $3 (or more!) will receive 
over $40 in Norms coupons. 
Donations will be accepted at any 
Norms location as well as online 

(although online donations will 
not receive the coupons). Money 
received will benefit Make-
A-Wish Greater Los Angeles, 
Orange County and Inland 
Empire chapters. The fundraiser 
is running all month long, so 
during this heart month, spread a 
little love! 

 Additionally, to 
celebrate your own sweetheart 
this month, when you buy a $30 
gift card, you’ll receive a $5 
bonus card. So why not order that 
extra stack of pancakes - with 
extra whipped cream of course! 
Valid February 16 through March 
3.

The Gilded Age Lacks a 
Certain Glow

By Katie Sterling 
 The Gilded Age: a time 
of opulence, class dichotomy and 
bustles as gargantuan as the gossip 
mill. In the latest HBO series, 
creator Julian Fellowes focuses 
on the formula he loves best: 
the chasm between upstairs and 
downstairs. While on the outside 
they may be starkly different, the 
drama that fuels their interactions 
isn’t so polarizing after all. Set on 
this side of the pond this time, The 
Gilded Age draws viewers into 
the grandeur of 1882 where new 
money, old money and frankly, no 
money, must navigate a society 
set on turning against them.
 The Russells, a new 
money family, have recently 
moved to Fifth Avenue, directly 
across the street from old-money 
sisters Agnes van Rhijn (Christine 
Baranski) and Ada Brook 
(Cynthia Nixon). With their 
opulence, the family is quickly 
shunned by the society whose 
main fault with them seems to 
lie in the fact that George Russell 
has earned his riches as a railroad 
tycoon. If you’re not born from 
money, or married into it, they’re 
not interested. 
 Thrust into the mix is 
Marian Brook, the niece of the 
old-money sisters, who may 
not have any riches when she 
arrives into town but whose last 
name will be her saving grace. 
Through her eyes, viewers get 
a more detailed peek into not 
only the class differences, but 
the racial differences that peg 
society. Along her travels, she 
meets Peggy Scott, a young Black 
woman escaping from her past 
who lends a hand to Marian when 
she most needs it. While Marian 
sees no issue with repaying the 
favor and bringing Scott back to 
her aunts’ home for the time being, 
19th-century New York society 
certainly has their opinions about 
it. Through Marian, viewers 
seemingly transition between the 
upper echelon and the staff whose 
duty it is to cater to their every 
need. 
 Many will try and 
compare The Gilded Age to 
Downton Abbey, and while there 
are certainly obvious similarities, 
this show will most likely never 
live up to its predecessor’s hype. 

Perhaps it’s because we’ve 
already seen this type of scenario 
so eloquently executed that this 
time around storylines seem to 
fall a bit flatter. Yes, the characters 
are as varied and complicated 
in The Gilded Age but you can’t 
help but feel they are all a little 
too caricature-esque. Is it the lack 
of British accents that seem to 
fail to drive period pieces home 
for an audience? Is it the addition 
of famous faces that take away 
from the storyline? Personally, 
once you can get past Cynthia 
Nixon’s awful hairstyle, all I keep 
seeing is Cynthia Nixon and not 
the lowly spinster she’s supposed 
to be. While the criticism may 
be there, like all of Fellowes’ 
productions, the costumes, set 
design and cinematography are 
stunning. 

 Though the show 
might not be without flaws, The 
Gilded Age is still a mindlessly 
entertaining option for fans of 
period pieces. Who doesn’t want 
to escape their responsibilities for 
the day and simply promenade 
around the park with a tiny 
parasol?  Who doesn’t want their 
biggest concern of the day to be 
which champagne to serve at the 
ball that evening to impress their 
guests?
 In all fairness, The 
Gilded Age has only released 
two episodes as of publication so 
it may be premature to judge on 
such a limited offering. Yet, much 
like the progression of COVID, 
Julian Fellowes presents the 
same formula in a slightly altered 
variant. As the latest iteration 
lands, it’s certainly not a surprise 
to viewers, but rather looked upon 
as just another addition of what 
we have come to expect.  The 
Gilded Age may attempt to shine 
a golden light on the opulence of 
the era but ends up with rather a 
dull glow.
 The Gilded Age is 
currently streaming on HBO Max 
with new episodes released every 
Monday.

Yet, much like the progression 
of COVID, Julian Fellowes 

presents the same formula as 
a slightly altered variant.
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On Site Design 
& Installation
310.869.9079

CONSTRUCTION 
& HANDYMAN

SERVICES
Repairs to Remodels
Garage Conversions
From Demo to Design

Bercsi Development Inc.
Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461 After...

Have a Hot Property in Encino?
Email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 

First time advertisers also get 
accompanying editorial!

Nighttrek: What to See in 
the February Sky

By Neill Simmons
 The highlight of 
February comes on the 4th and 
5th when the beautiful, slender 
crescent Moon and the planet 
Jupiter appear to be near each 
other in the west after sunset.  
Start looking after 6 pm. 
 DAWN PATROL:    Get 
up at 6 am on the 7th and 8th  
and look east.  The planet Venus 
is dazzling and is putting on a 
great show!  It is at its brightest 
in celebration of the LA Rams 
making it to the Superbowl 
(Wink, wink).  Right now Venus 
is reflecting over 70% of its 
sunlight back to Earth.  By the 
12th  of February, the planet Mars 
will be next to Venus.  Look again 
on the 27th when the slender “Old 
Moon” will be next to Venus and 
Mars.  Remember the Sun comes 
up at 6:50 am and, of course, 
none of this will be 
visible.
 Fun Fact:  
It is cold this time 
of year here and 
even colder  on the 
red planet Mars.  
NASA’s Mars rover, 
Perseverance, has 
just recorded a 
new temperature of 
minus 199 degrees!
 February is a great 
month to see the famous winter 
sky constellations.  The most 
dominating is the giant star 
pattern, Orion, visible in the 
south just after nightfall.  Each 
night look for Orion’s two dogs, 
Canis Major and Canis Minor.  
Canis Major is easy to spot 
because it has the brightest star, 
Sirius, within its tail.  Watch 
during the night as Canis Major 
follows it mythical master, Orion, 
across the winter sky.  In Canis 
Major, or the Great Dog, is a star 
cluster called M41, so get out 
your binoculars in order to spot it.
 Canis Minor, or the 
Lesser Dog, is following Canis 
Major and has only one very 
bright star, called Procyon, which 
is the seventh brightest star in the 
night sky.  It is one of the bright 
stars, along with Sirius, of the 
Winter Hexagon.  
 FUN FACT: The 
Chinese will celebrate the 

new year with a new Moon on 
February 1.  The Year of the Ox 
will usher in the Year of the Tiger.  
The planet Jupiter has always 
played an important role.  Long 
before the 12 animal signs were 
invented, Chinese astrologers 
used the position of Jupiter in the 
sky to refer to the influences of 
the year. 

 The Full Moon of 
February is known to many as the 
“Snow Moon.”  However some 
sports fans would like to call it 
the “Super Bowl Moon.”  

 Va n d e n b e r g 
Space Force 
Base plans to 
launch a rocket 
on Wednesday, 
February 2, 
between the time of 
12:18 pm and 1:38 
pm in the afternoon.  
Look northeast 
to spot the rocket 

climbing into outer space.
 On Friday, the 4th, the 
International Space Station (ISS) 
comes over our area at 6:40 pm.  
Have the family go out to spot it 
by looking northwest.  It will be 
straight up at 6:43 pm.  Watch as 
it moves towards Las Vegas in 
the east.  The ISS is traveling at 
17,200 miles per hour so it will be 
in Las Vegas a minute later.
 FUN FACT:  When the 
ISS goes over Las Vegas, the 
crew on board can spot the Luxor 
Sky Beam atop the Luxor Hotel 
pyramid.  This beam is made by 
39 light bulbs.  Each individual 
bulb is rated at 7000 watts. It is 
the most powerful light in the 
world!  Sometimes to save money 
the hotel reduces the light by half.
 When not stargazing, 
Neill Simmons is a Wealth 
Manager with LPL Financial in 
Woodland Hills.  If you have any 
astronomy or financial questions, 
he may be reached at (818)936-
2626 or neill.simmons@lpl.com.

Long before the 12 animal 
signs were invented, Chinese 
astrologers used the position 
of Jupiter in the sky to refer to 

the influences of the year. 
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→ Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space 
→ FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.) 
→ Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available 

GET ONE MONTH FREE* 
* With a Year’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability 

   16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From  

6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

gelbgroup.net 
 

Serving the Valley since 1971 
 

CLASSIFIED AD
Roomate Wanted

Christian professional to share apt in Encino. 
Totally private. House privileges. $1460/month. 

680 219 2663

Save the Date! First Valley 
Asian Cultural Fair on May 7

 The West Valley Warner Center Chamber of Commerce 
invites you to the first-ever Valley Asian Cultural Festival on Saturday, 
May 7, from 10 am to 4 pm. 
 The festival will be held at Pierce College Rocky Young Park 
and will include an array of food, music, dance, art, performances, 
children’s activities, shopping and more! Plus, admission will be free! 
 Sponsorships and vendor space are still available for this 
event. To inquire about opportunities, visit woodlandhillscc.net or call 
818-347-4737.

  A Faery Hunt makes its return to Los Encinos State Historic 
Park (16756 Moorpark St.) on Saturday, February 12, at 10:30 am. 
These shows are interactive, immersive performances designed for 
young audiences and families to inspire imaginations. On this magical 
adventure you’ll meet faeries and funny creatures, maybe even Faery 
Royalty! Tickets can be purchased by calling 818-324-6802 or emailing 
reservations@afaeryhunt.com.

Faery Hunt at Los Encinos 
State Historic Park
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