
North Valley News 
Serving Porter Ranch, Northridge, Granada Hills & Chatsworth

Volume 1, Number 9                                                                                                         July 14, 2022

News in Brief

Log Cabin
Mercantile: 

A Chatsworth
Original 

See Pages 8

Orthodontics
from the 
Heart in
Granada Hills

See Page 10

Residents Rally in Support of Historic House
The community showed up on June 22, despite the 95 

degree heat, to stop Valor Academy Charter from building a 
new elementary school on the grounds of the historic house 
at 15526/15544 Plummer Street. The protesters included 
many teachers from local North Hills elementary schools. A 
grass-roots group called North Hills Preservation Consortium 
is seeking to restore the house as a museum depicting early 
California settlement, with a park surrounding it. The current 
owner, a real estate developer, is attempting to sell it to Valor 
Academy while the Preservation Group is attempting to get 
the house designed with a historic monument designation.

Park Band Shell Named for Granada Hills Woman
Thousands of concert-goers, dignitaries, friends and family 

were on hand  June 26 to help dedicate the Warner Park Band 
Shell to former Valley Cultural Foundation’s CEO Nora Ross, 
a Granada Hills resident who passed away earlier this year. 
Councilman Bob Blumenfield unveiled the plaque and spoke 
of Ross’ devotion to bringing arts to the valley, even during the 
pandemic. Her husband Jay Ross said, “Nora was perceptive 
and capable of bringing to her community that which was 
needed. What she did was not special - bringing music to this 
park. It was the way she did it that made it special.”

Getty Celebrates Art in the Valley
See page 7

Drought Rattling More Than Water Supply
The drought is bringing more 

than water woes to the Valley - it’s 
increasing the amount of wildlife 
on the hunt themselves for water 
and shade.

This is also true for a slithering 
predator, the rattlesnake. Though 
snakes can hide in plain sight, 
blending in with grass and brush, 
there are precautions to take to 
avoid getting bitten. 

If you’re outdoors this 
summer, avoid tall grass, weeds 
and heavy underbrush where 
snakes may hide in the day.    
Never go barefoot, wear sandals  
or open-toed shoes when walking 
through wild areas.

In order to prevent 
rattlesnakes from coming into 
your yard, it should be made 
less friendly to the snakes. This 
includes removing areas where 
they may nest, such as wood or 
debris piles and removing rodents 
that they might eat from your 
property.  

Rattlers like shade and cool, 
so if you leave your doors open in 
the summer you may be inviting 
them in. Local rattlesnake 
wrangler Bo Slivovic told 
Valley News Group he’s pulled 
rattlesnakes out of sheds, garages,   
and even closets.

Avoid  approaching any 
snake you can’t identify. For the 
most part, they want to stay away 
from humans as much as humans 
want them to keep their distance. 
If you do hear a warning rattle, 
move away from the area and 
don’t make sudden movements. 
Rattlesnakes are not usually 
aggressive unless provoked, but 
remember, rattlesnakes don’t 
always rattle before they strike.

Don’t forget, an estimated 
150,000 dogs and cats are bitten 
each year by venomous snakes 
in the United States. Your dog 
can come into contact with 
rattlesnakes just about anywhere: 

Rattlers can hide in plain sight, camouflaged by grass and brush.

your yard, a local park, or hiking 
trails.

A rattlesnake bite exerts 
toxins into the blood vessels 
and can cause swelling, loss of 
breath, and extreme blood loss in 
the animal, so it’s important that 
you seek help as soon as possible. 

Keep your pet nearby and on 

a leash while hiking or walking 
through brush and canyon 
landscape to prevent them from 
exploring brush and large rocks 
where rattlesnakes can hide.

One method to help keep 
a pet protected is to undergo 
rattlesnake aversion training, 
which both safely and effectively 
teaches your dog the dangers of 
rattlesnakes. There are many local 
options in the area for rattlesnake 

aversion training.
Assistant Medical Director 

Dr. Cyrus Rangan of the 
California Poison Control Center 
calls the time between now and 
September, “snakebite season.” 
Between 300 to 400 calls of 
snakebites are taken each year 
primarily during spring and 
summer. If you are bitten, don’t 
panic but call 911. Wash the bite 
with soap and water if available. 
Immediately remove watches, 
rings, etc., which may constrict 
swelling. Immobilize the affected 
area and keep the bite below the 
heart if possible. Do not make 
incisions over the bite wound or 
ice the site. 

“Skip all the cowboy 
remedies, like tying a tourniquet 
or sucking out the venom,” 
Rangan said. “All those things 
have been proven not to help or 
make it worse.”

Most amputations or other 
serious results of a rattlesnake 
bite are a result or icing or 
tourniquets.

Though rattlesnake bites are 
seldom fatal - less than one in 600 
result in death and 25% of bites 
contain no venom at all - a bite is 
still traumatic and can be avoided 

Rattlers also like 
shade and cool, so if 
you leave your doors 
open in the summer 
you may be inviting 
them in.
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JULY
COMMUNITY

CALENDAR

WARNER PARK · 5800 Topanga Canyon Blvd, Woodland Hills  
Event parking opens at 4 PM  •  Lineup subject to change

SEASON SPONSORS
PRODUCED BY

ValleyCultural.org  ·  818.888.0822

SUNDAY EVENINGS  ·  5:30 PM–8:30 PM

Nine Mile Station 
Opens at 5:30 PM

July 17
Led Zepagain
A Tribute to Led Zeppelin

FEATURED SPONSORSPRESENTING SPONSOR

NORTHRIDGE: LAPD Devonshire PALS will be hosting a 
community blood drive on Friday, July 22, from 10 am to 4 pm at the 
Devonshire Community Police Station (8721 Wilbur Ave.). To schedule 
your appointment, visit redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code 
“LAPDDevonshire.”

      VIRTUAL: Congressman Brad Sherman will host a telephone town hall 
on Thursday, July 28, from 7 to 8 pm. Hear Sherman’s remarks on what 
is happening on Capitol Hill and how it affects us in the valley. You can 
then ask questions on any issue facing Congress. To participate call (855) 
920-0548 any time during the meeting. RSVP in advance to bradsherman.
house.gov/townhall.

PORTER RANCH: Join the Porter Ranch Library on Saturday, July 30, 
at 2 pm for an educational, entertaining, fun and safe hands-on program 
with reptiles, amphibians and arthropods. Kids will have an opportunity 
to hold animals as they speak about them and the animals travel in baskets 
and containers so it looks like a safari has arrived! Masks are required.

 NORTHRIDGE: The Northridge East Neighborhood Council will 
be holding their general board meeting on Wednesday, July 20, at 7 
pm. Interact with your community leaders and make a difference in 
the neighborhood. For info, and log-in info, visit nenc-la.org/calen
dar/?trumbaEmbed=eventid%3D92856951%26seotitle%3DNENC-
General-Board-Meeting%26view%3Devent%26-childview%3D.

 GRANADA HILLS: The Granada Hills North Neighborhood Council 
will be holding their regular board meeting on Tuesday, August 2, at 6:30 
pm. For info and log-in info, visit ghnnc.org/. 

 CHATSWORTH: Join the Chatsworth Library for a discussion on 
mindfulness meditation on Wednesday, July 20, at 1 pm followed by a 
meditation with an instructor. This event is for all, especially beginners 
wanting to learn more about meditation. The library is located at 21052 
Devonshire. 

 PORTER RANCH: Operation Gratitude is hosting an event on Saturday, 
July 16, from 9 am to 12 pm at the Vineyards (2000 W. Rinaldi St., Porter 
Ranch) to assemble 5,000 care packages for first responders. Volunteers 
of all ages are welcome!

 GRANADA HILLS: Join the San Fernando Valley Audubon Society 
for a mid-week bird watching walk in beautiful O’Melveny Park 
in Granada Hills on Tuesday, July 19, from 9 am to 12 pm. Meet 
in the parking lot and bring binoculars if you have them, water and 
appropriate shoes. For more information, call Carolyn Oppenheimer 
at (818) 885-7493 or email carolyn.oppenheimer@sfvaudubon.org.

GRANADA HILLS: Granada Hills Library will be hosting Movie 
Club on Saturday, July 23, from 3:30 to 4:30 pm. There will be a lively 
discussion of the 1971 film Walkabout, which is available to watch via 
Kanopy by using your library card. Please email grnhls@lapl.org for the 
Zoom access link. 

CHATSWORTH: Summer fun in the Chatsworth Library is in full 
swing! Highlights of their adventures include:

–Weekly Children’s Storytime
Former UCLA intern Miss Anna is returning on a weekly basis and 

is putting together fun and entertaining themed storytimes for the children 
in our community. This Wednesday’s Storytime thoughtfully reimagines 
the Independence Day experience and, as always, includes songs and 
activities. She visits the library Wednesdays at 2 pm.

- Saturday Summer Fun Programming
They’ve programmed Saturdays with featured guests of the week, 

most of are all ages programs.
- Saturday, July 9 is an informative podcasting seminar with Ken 

Napzok.
Saturday, July 16, is an all ages craft program featuring guests from 

one of the Devonshire neighborhood craft stores.
Saturday, July 23 everyone learns how to salsa dance!
And finally, Saturday, July 30, animals are coming to the library 

with the Wonders of Wildlife presenters.
The library is located at 21052 Devonshire.
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Students in the News 

 

 

Congressman Brad Sherman 
TELEPHONE TOWN HALL 

 THURSDAY        JULY 28TH, 2022 

 7:00 – 8:00 pm  

A Telephone Town Hall operates like a large conference call, 
where you will hear Congressman Sherman’s opening remarks 

and then ask questions on any issue facing Congress. 

To Participate call (855) 920-0548 any time during the Town 
Hall. RSVP at: BradSherman.house.gov/TownHall 

 

6351 Owensmouth Avenue | Suite 101-A | Woodland Hills | CA 91367

Jeremy Grosser, MD, 
Internal Medicine, at right, is 
the newly elected President of 
the Medical Staff of Dignity 
Health - Northridge Hospital. 
Board Certified in Internal 
Medicine, and in Hospice and 
Palliative Care, Dr. Grosser 
joined Northridge Hospital’s 
medical staff in 2003 and has 
served as the hospital’s Medical 
Director of Palliative Care since 
2010. Guided by compassion, 
he trains and manages a team 
of professionals who focus 
on symptom management for 
patients with terminal or life 
threatening illnesses while also 
coordinating family conferences 
to discuss palliative and end-
of-life issues. In addition, Dr. 
Grosser has served as the Medical 
Director of the Transitional Care 
Program since 2014, a role in 
which he oversees clinical care 
provided by nurse practitioners 
for post-acute patients discharged 
from Northridge Hospital.

Dr. Grosser completed 
his Doctor of Medicine degree 
at Temple University School 
of Medicine, in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and Internal 
Medicine Residency with the 
UCLA/San Fernando Valley 
Program at Olive View Medical 
Center. There, he served as Chief 
Resident and Assistant Clinical 
Professor where he trained and 
supervised medical interns and 
residents.

Dearly loved by his patients, 
Dr. Grosser is keenly devoted 

to the advancement of patients’ 
lives and the progress of health 
care at the Northridge Hospital 
community. “I look forward to 
working closely with Northridge 
Hospital’s exceptional Medical 
Staff - each of whom is committed 
to providing compassionate and 
safe care while upholding our 
reputation for quality,” says Dr. 
Grosser. 

As President of the Medical 
Staff, Dr. Grosser is charged with 
the enforcement of the medical 
staff bylaws,  rules and regulations 
and will serve as Chair of the 
Medical Executive Committee.

Dignity Health – Northridge 
Hospital Medical Center is a 
424-bed, acute care, nonprofit 
community hospital. The hospital 
shares a legacy of humankindness 
with Dignity Health, one of the 
nation’s five largest health care 
systems

Benjamin Goldman of Chatsworth earned the distinction of 
Dean’s List at the Georgia Institute of Technology for Spring 2022. 
This designation is awarded to undergraduate students who have 
earned a 3.0 or higher academic average for the semester.

•••
The following students have been named to the Dean’s List at 

Rochester Institute of Technology for the spring 2022 semester: Megan 
Germansky of Granada Hills. Germansky is in the exercise science 
program. Violet Spillers of Northridge. Spillers is in the photographic 
and imaging arts program. Nina Julian of Granada Hills. Julian is in 
the laboratory science technology program.

•••
Benjamin Tiber of Porter Ranch graduated Cum Laude from Ithica 

College in New York with a BFA in Theatre Production and Design.
•••

Springfield College in Massachusetts has named Khari Osborne-
Roddy from Northridge to the dean’s list for academic excellence for 
the 2022 spring semester.

Los Angeles City 
Councilman John Lee, above 
left, recently congratulated Mark 
Loranger, above right, President 
and CEO of Chrysalis.

Chrysalis is a nonprofit 
organization that focuses on 
helping people find and keep 
employment in Los Angeles and 
throughout the San Fernando 
Valley. That help includes 
one-one-one support from an 
employment specialist, resume 
writing, professional attire 
consulting and more.

Lee said, “They do an 
incredible amount of work for our 
local community and it was my 
pleasure to join them in celebration 
of their 20th anniversary. I have 
always said that we must do more 
to prevent people from falling 
into homelessness and ensuring 
that people can find stable 
employment is one of those ways.”
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 Miri Rossitto
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Diana Williams
Dennis Zine

NORTH VALLEY NEWS
PUBLISHED THE FIRST AND THIRD FRIDAY OF THE MONTH

EMAIL  NORTHVALLEYNEWSPAPER@GMAIL.COM
AND SAY “REGISTER ME!”

Need to Pick Up a Paper? Visit These Merchants 
Northridge Library
Chatsworth Library
Nat’s Diner
Brent’s Deli 
Ralphs Markets
Vons Markets
Albertsons
Logix Credit Union
Jon’s Market

Starbucks vineyard
IHOP
Soleil Hotel
Northridge Hospital
North Valley Chamber
Granada Hills Chamber
Handel’s Ice Cream
Porter Valley 
    Country Club

Los Toros
Ihop – Reseda
Whole Foods Cafe
Rosies BBQ
La Fitness
AAA
Northridge Urgent                 
   Care
Premier America

GET A FREE  DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION TO

 •  A friend recently announced how she was feeling a bit down so 
she put a bumper sticker on her car that reads, “Honk if you think I’m 
sexy.” Now she just lingers a bit when the stoplight turns green. 

• Remember if you lose a sock in the dryer it comes back as a 
Tupperware lid that doesn’t fit any of your containers.

• We all know about Murphy’s Law: Anything that can go wrong 
will go wrong. But have you heard of Cole’s Law? It’s thinly sliced 
cabbage.

• A woman walks into a library and asks if they have any books 
about paranoia. The librarian says, “They’re right behind you!”

• I’ve got this awful disease where I can’t stop telling airport jokes. 
The doctor says it’s terminal.

• Speaking of terminal...Jerry Seinfield shared this astute yuck-
yuck: “I saw a study that said speaking in front of a crowd is considered 
the number one fear of the average person. Number two was death. 
This means to the average person, if you have to be at a funeral, you 
would rather be in the casket than doing the eulogy!”

• Gloria Feerst asks, “What’s the difference between an over- 
zealous Jewish mother and a pit bull? After a while the pit bull lets go.”

• How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise 
man and a wise guy are opposite? You have to marvel at the unique 
lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down; 
you fill in a form by filling it “out” and an alarm goes off by going 
“on.”

• Here’s another thought: If teachers taught, why don’t preachers 
praught? Or how is it that people play at a recital, but recite a play?

Word on the Street

As a journalist, it’s a tough 
assignment. As a parent, it’s 
ripping me apart.

This month the count we’ve 
reported is up to six teens killed 
in speeding accidents - all of 
whom were not wearing their 
seatbelts.

The gruesome accidents all 
had passengers ejected from 
the car because they weren’t 
restrained. 

How do we stop further 
tragedies?

Unlike gun control, where 
right now we have no recourse 
as individuals - it’s all up to 
Congress and that’s not going so 
well - parents can do something 
to save lives.

It can start at home.
I was struck years ago at a 

talk given by actor Tom Selleck. 
He said his dad, Bob, challenged 
each of the kids - if they could 
reach the age of 21 without 
drinking, smoking or swearing, 
he promised them a gold Rolex 
watch. 

The kids obeyed, and to this 
day Selleck wears a Rolex.

Can we add speeding to the 
list?

And texting while driving?
Think about it. 
Bribery works on toddlers. 

Teenagers with their hands 
behind the wheel aren’t that 
much more mature, honestly.

Kids may forget their own 
promises, but they seldom forget 
yours about something that 
benefits them. 

It doesn’t have to be a Rolex. 

Cash is always king as I’ve 
learned from my 18-year-old 
nephew. Movie tickets, gift cards, 
favorite food. A little extra time 
and money spent could make 
them actually think as they get in 
the car.

I don’t know about driver’s 
ed these days, but when were 
taking it at Taft High School we 
had to watch a movie I think was 
called Death on the Highway. At 
the exact moment of impact on 
the screen, the drivers ed teacher 
threw the metal film canister 
down on the ground, scaring the 
life out of every kid.

---------------------------------------------------From Kathleen Sterling 

photos. Show your kids.
I know LAPD and the Sheriff’s 

Department have a crushed car 
they take around to high schools 
to show what happens in a car 
crash. Great idea, but who knows 
when it will make it to your kids 
school, or if they’ll have it.

Again, gotta love them but 
teenagers aren’t mature. They 
have boys, girls, cars, sports, 
parties on their minds.

So each time they leave the 
house, remind them that driving 
is probably the most dangerous 
thing they will ever do.

Remind them of the seat belt 
rule.

Remind them not to speed.
Remind them of the In N Out 

gift card waiting for them at home 
when they make it back safely.

Do whatever it takes to get 
through to your kids.

Because I don’t want there to 
be a number seven.

Another statistic.
Another fatality.
Another mother’s child dead 

on the highway.

In high school a friend did get 
into a tragic motorcycle accident, 
and spent six months at Rancho 
Los Amigos Rehab Center in a 
coma. 

We all went to visit, to hold 
his hand, and to talk to him. What 
we saw there kept us straight and 
sober for quite a while.

But kids forget. They go out. 
They pick up friends. They speed. 
So what can you do?

Bribery is one thing. Scaring 
your kids isn’t a bad idea either.

So parents of teens - read the 
headlines. See the grisly accident 

I don’t want there to be 
a number seven. 
Another statistic. 
Another fatality. 
Another mother’s child 
dead on the highway.
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THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT YOU
.. .BECAUSE OF US.

COWE.COM
1-800-527-3646

lfcu.com/autoClick, call or fly over (800) 328-5328 NMLS ID 503781

There’s a branch in your neighborhood.
Chatsworth

10324 Mason Ave.
(In the Trader Joe's Shopping Center)

(866) 740-5328

Porter Ranch
19765 Rinaldi St, Suite B

(In the Ralphs Shopping Center)
(866) 788-5328

.24%APR2
New Auto Loan Rates as low as

My sensors are detecting
a new vehicle smell.

As low as 2.24% APR (Annual Percentage Rate) is our best auto loan rate on approved credit and up to 125% financing on new vehicle purchases and no cash-out loan refinancing 
from another institution, for a maximum 36-month term, and includes a 1% discount for Automatic Payment (AutoPay). Rate subject to increase if AutoPay is discontinued. Advertised 
rate and financing is based on creditworthiness and may not be available to all recipients; other conditions may apply. Refinance of existing Logix loans excluded from this offer unless 
you take a $5,000 cash out (must meet our loan-to-value requirements) or pay a $249 fee. Actual interest rate offered may be higher and a down payment may be required depending 
on applicant’s credit rating and other underwriting factors. In some instances Logix may require borrowers to purchase Guaranteed Auto Protection on new and used auto loans; 
maximum 17.99% APR. Monthly payments at 2.24% APR for a 36-month term are estimated at $28.75 per $1,000 borrowed. Borrowers may elect to defer the first payment due date 
for up to 90 days from loan funding date, subject to credit approval; interest will accrue during deferral period. “New Vehicle” means the current and prior model year with less than 
10,000 miles. Logix finances vehicles purchased through franchised dealerships only (those affiliated with a major brand such as Ford, Chevy or Toyota). Auto loans are available only 
in AZ, CA, DC, MA, MD, ME, NH, NV and VA. Rate is accurate as of 6/30/22 and is subject to change. Logix membership required. Logix Smarter Banking is a registered trademark of 
Logix Federal Credit Union.

As the manager of Logix Federal Credit Union’s Porter Ranch 
branch, Alin Hayrapetian names the company’s culture as her favorite 
aspect of work.

“I love working alongside a team who shares a common goal,” 
she said. “It’s what’s kept me here so many years. We all work together 
to make sure our members thrive by reaching their financial goals.”

Whether she is helping a member finance their dream car or getting 
a family into their first home, Hayrapetian says it is these milestones 
which are most rewarding for her. 

“I remember helping a member who was going through a real 
rough patch and didn’t qualify for a refinance,” she said. “He was 
getting ready to sell his home because his family - with three children  
- couldn’t afford it. I helped him fix his credit and lower his personal 
expenses with a personal loan. Within six months, he returned and we 
were able to save him a lot of money on a refi - and keep his home.”

“We ended up becoming good friends, and he still refers new 
members to me,” she added.

Despite more than two decades of experience in banking, 
Hayrapetian may be a new face in the Porter Ranch neighborhood. 
Throughout her career at Logix, she worked her way up from a 
financial service representative and officer in the Santa Clarita Valley. 
She has served as a manager in Burbank and Calabasas before arriving 
in Porter Ranch earlier this year. 

“The team here has welcomed me with open arms,” she said. 
“Some I have worked with in the past and it was great to be reunited. 
It is an exciting opportunity to help the newer individuals grow 
into their career and help develop to what they want to aspire to.”

Along with the branch staff, Hayrapetian also feels welcomed by 
the community.

“In the short period of time I have worked in Porter Ranch, I 
have had the chance to explore the community and its businesses,” she 
said.  “I love being involved in community events whenever possible. 
I look forward to participating in community events and showing my 
support to the local teachers and nurses in the community as well.”

Logix has been a supporter to nearby Northridge Hospital Medical 
Center and is a corporate sponsor to Castlebay Lane Charter School in 
Porter Ranch.

When she’s not working, Hayrapetian can be found taking her kids 
to dance classes and gymnastics, or enjoying a day at the pool or the 
park. She enjoys her alone time going for a drive through the canyons 
with loud music playing. She speaks fluent Armenian and has recently 
gone back to school to complete her degree in Business Management. 

Hayrapetian can be reached at ahayrapetian@lfcu.com. For more 
information on Logix, please visit www.lfcu.com.

Networking:  Strengthening Relationships Through Content
By Miri Rossitto

As a business owner, 
networking, establishing business 
relationships, and maintaining 
said relationships are key aspects 
to a successful business.  These 
relationships can be strengthened 
through collaborations, sharing 
audiences, and connecting 
businesses with one another---
playing matchmaker, if you will.  
One strategy for achieving this 

goal is repurposing content, also 
known as “content recycling.”

What exactly is repurposing 
content?  Repurposing content 
is taking your original content 
and altering and revising 
its original form (while still 
retaining the original idea and 
message) to achieve a different 
goal or outcome.  For example, 
business features or highlights 
published in your newsletter can 

be used as blog content for your 
website.  You can even utilize 
a blog post as content for a 
collaborative podcast.  It is often 
easier and faster to repurpose 
existing content versus creating 
new content.  Since different 
formats perform differently when 
shared on various platforms, it 
gives your brand an opportunity 
to expand its audience.

In a survey conducted by 

ReferralRock, a marketing 
referral company based in 
Washington, D.C., 94% of 
surveyed marketers repurpose 
their content while the remaining 
6% are thinking of doing so in the 
future.  Some of the most common 
methods for repurposing content 
use infographics, social media 
posts, videos, guest posts, and 
converting to another medium 
(i.e., blog post into a podcast).

Repurposing content to 
strengthen your existing 
business relationships is a great 
way to create collaborative 
opportunities, build community, 
and expand both your bandwidths 
through sharing audiences.  For 
this purpose, social media is your 
best tool for repurposing and 
collaborating.  Utilize reposting 
a previous post as a story or 

A New Face in Porter Ranch

(Continued to page 14)
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16156 San Fernando Mission Blvd. 
818-488-1131

Open M-S 11 am to 7 pm
Closed Sundays

KABOB BROS
All Fresh Meats

Chicken • Beef • Lamb • Pork 
Ready-Made Kebabs

Lunch Specials 
Kabob Plates  • Lavash Wraps

Burgers 

Hummus • Salad • Baba Ganoush
Tzatziki • Grilled Tomato & Pepper

Grand Opening Special
10% Off Any Order Over $25

Show This Ad - Good Thru 6/30/22

      VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT

There’s no question that 
choosing to watch a Baz 
Luhrmann film means you’re in for 
a wild ride. The expertly curated 
soundtrack, the kaleidoscope of 
vivid colors and the cinematic 
whiplash as scenes are strung 
together in unconventional ways. 
His latest film, Elvis, is certainly 
no exception and is perhaps the 
only portrayal fit for, well, a king. 
The king of rock n’ roll that is.

Elvis is a name known around 
the world, but how did he become 
this iconic figure? After all, it 
takes a lot of players to help 
someone rise to success and only a 
few to make them fall. Luhrmann 
chronicles Elvis’ journey to 
fame from his unconventional 
childhood to his eventual 
superstardom, highlighting the 
relationships he had with various 
players who both helped and hurt 
his career. Perhaps the biggest 
influence, who many were 
unaware of prior to this film, was 
his manager Colonel Tom Parker 
(played in heavy prosthetics 
by Tom Hanks). The film is 
narrated by Parker who sets out 
to convince the audience that he 
wasn’t the crooked manager and 
cheat that headlines eventually 
made him out to be. To set the 
record straight on how tabloids 
skewed that narrative, he must go 
back to the beginning and thus, 
audiences are taken through a 
detailed timeline of Elvis’ journey 
to fame.

As seasoned as Hanks is, the 
only reason the ludicrous portrayal 
of Parker works is thanks to the 
uncanny personification that 
Austin Butler brings to the role 
of Elvis. Truly, if he doesn’t get 
nominated for this role, it will be 
shocking. The mannerisms, the 
movements and the inflections 
lend to a total Elvis immersion 
that allows the audience to 
so seamlessly connect to the 
character. For someone born long 
after Elvis reigned, Butler 

Austin Butler brings an 
uncanny personification 
to the role of Elvis. 
Truly, if he doesn’t get 
nominated for this role, 
it will be shocking. 
The mannerisms, the 
movements and the 
inflections lend to a 
total Elvis immersion.

Austin Butler is Elvis in the new Baz Luhrmann film.

You Can’t Help Falling in Love with Elvis
channels the King so flawlessly at 
times it’s hard to differentiate the 
actor from the icon.

Much like Elvis’s career, the 
film is chaotic but well worth 
investing in. At almost three 

hours, it’s not without its flaws 
but it is certainly an investment 
both fans and novices will enjoy. 
Like most of Luhrmann’s films, 
music is a key component and 
given the storyline centers on one 
of the most famous musicians 
of all time, the soundtrack is 
exceptional. Peppered throughout 
the plot are not only a myriad 
of performances, but amazing 
montages of songs that remind 
audiences how extensive Elvis’ 
catalogue truly is. As Butler 
actually sings most of the songs, 
with Elvis’ voice mixed in for 
the later years, it’s even more 
impressive and a soundtrack you’ll 
listen to long after the movie ends.

It’s a heavy undertaking to 
chronicle the life of someone as 
iconic as Elvis, but Luhrmann 
expertly delivers in not only 
highlighting the heartthrob, but 
the messy human underneath it 
all. It’s a cinematic experience 
that well, you can’t help falling in 
love with.

Rated PG-13, Elvis is currently 
in theatres.

CSUN’s Youth Drama Workshop Presents Frozen and Hammered
Teenage Drama Workshop, 

the nationally acclaimed summer 
youth theater program offered 
by CSUN, will celebrate its 65th 
anniversary this summer with a 
return to full production and two 
plays that illustrate the drama 
involved in sibling relationships.

Hammered: A Thor and Loki 
Play, which features two brothers 
as teenagers, runs through 

July 21, with performance 
dates July 20 and 21 at 11 am.  
Disney Frozen, Jr., the tale of 
two sisters based on the popular 
animated movie,  also runs through 
July 21, with performances at 11 
am July 20 and 21.

The workshop immerses 
the teenagers in the day-to-
day reality of a professional 
theatre troupe, from designing 

lighting, costumes and sets  to 
learning lines and choreography 
during an intense six weeks.

Performances take place 
in the Campus Theatre, 18111 
Nordhoff Street, Northridge. 

Tickets for all performances 
are $15 per adult and $12 per 
child or senior citizen. To 
purchase tickets visit csun.edu/
teenage-drama-workshop. 
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By Danrochelle D. Yumul
After a two-year hiatus, one 

of the most anticipated art events 
in the San Fernando Valley 
finally came to fruition!  The 
Reseda Summer Art Festival, a 
community celebration of the 
Getty Center’s 25th anniversary, 
drew quite the crowd this weekend 
at Reseda Park.  

On July 9 and 10, the San 
Fernando Valley community 
came together to support the 
Reseda Summer Art Festival 
held at Reseda Park.  The two-
day art festival, part of a series 
of free, outdoor community art 
summer festivals, celebrating the 
Getty Center’s anniversary, was 

organized by 11:11 Projects, a 
local non-profit art collective led 
by co-founders Addy Gonzalez-
Renteria and Erin Stone, in 
partnership with the J. Getty Trust, 
Community Arts Resources, and 
local organization, The Gr818ers.

The celebration kicked off 
with a welcome speech by Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, 

who emphasized the importance 
of art in the community, stating, 
“Whatever your medium for 
expression is it is strong here, 
and sharing arts is vital especially 
after two years of being locked 
up at home.  It is time for us to 
come out, to connect but be 
safe…to make sure to express 
that trauma that we lived with 
but also the hopes that we still 
have here in Los Angeles.”  He 
ended with speech by thanking 
Gonzalez-Renteria and Stone for 
their passion and for empowering 
the community through the arts.

Gonzalez-Renteria and 
Stone concluded the welcoming 
remarks by thanking the 

community for all their support: 
“This just incredibly amazing!  
Thank you for showing up, 
Reseda.  Yesterday, we were here 
just watching everything unfold 
and it’s just been 10 years in the 
making and we’re doing this with 
our friends and local businesses 
and just see what can happen 
when we’re doing this together.  

I’m just excited to be here and to 
have you here.  It’s awesome to 
see this happen in Reseda today.”

“Please come and continue 
to celebrate arts in the valley.  
We have a wonderful creative 
community here and let’s 
celebrate it,” added Stone.

The Reseda Summer Art 
Festival featured interactive 
art installations, hands-on art 
workshops, and live music 

Getty Celebrates Arts in the Valley 

(Continued to page 8)

A multitude 

of artistic 

opportunities 

were available, 

from adding 

to the flower 

garden, above, 

watching art 

demos, right, or 

live sketching, 

below. 

Single Tickets Now on Sale at The Soraya
Individual tickets to performances at The Soraya are now on sale for 

the 2022-2023 season.
Every season is exciting, but this year they have announced the 

first-ever performance by the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, a visit 
in December by Alton Brown, and the return of their resident dance 
company Ballet BC and Artist-in-Residence Étienne Gara of Delirium 
Musicum. 

The Soraya’s Hecho en Las Américas series is also new, featuring 
intoxicating rhythms and beats from North, Central, and South America 
that will have you moving in your seat! 

See the full schedule and purchase tickets at thesoraya.org.
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The Log Cabin Mercantile Co. 
was one of the first structures built 
in the Chatsworth community 
in the early 1900s.  The site was 
originally built as a real estate 
office and general store for the 
early settlers of the Chatsworth 
Lake area.  

Located at 23300 Valley 
Circle Blvd, it is surrounded by 
neighboring historic properties 
such as the Chatsworth 
Lake Community Church, 
Chatsworth Lake Market, The 
Silver Dollar Saloon, Lenny’s 
Smokehouse, and Fire Station 75.

Floyd and Essie Berry owned 
Chatsworth Lake Properties 
(now the Log Cabin Mercantile), 
running their business from the 
cabin.  Their home was built 
behind the cabin, with stonework 
done by Essie’s father, Frank 
Bell.  Later, stonework was added 
to the property by neighborhood 
stone mason, Mike Knapp.  Essie 
Berry owned the cabin and the 
home until her passing in 1967.

In 1968, Joe and Margaret 
Foreman, along with their 
daughter Susie, purchased the 
cabin.  The family started the Log 
Cabin Mercantile, a historical 
structure boutique, 
as a family business.  
Susie and her family 
took care of the 
community and 
contributed to the 
preservation and 
well-being of the 
neighborhood.  

In the 1980s, Joe 
helped raise funds to 
save the church and 
surrounding areas 
from development.  
Much of his 
contributed funds 
were pennies, giving 
him the nickname, 
“Penny Joe.”

 Now owned by 
the mother-daughter 
team for more than 
50 years, Susie Foreman-O’Dea 
and Cherokee Lar-O’Dea, this 
historic site is a community hub 
and store offering a diverse mix 
of items—from locally sourced 
coffee to iron artifacts, indoor and 
outdoor décor and antiques - all 
handmade locally.  In December, 
the property turns into a beautiful 
Christmas tree lot, with lights 
illuminating the cabin.

Cherie Currie, lead singer 
of the Runaways with Joan Jett, 
started her chainsaw carving 
career here in the early 1990s.  
Along with other chainsaw artists, 
she had a Chainsaw Gallery at the 
Log Cabin.

The O’Dea’s host many local 
performances of different spoken 
word and musical artists.  They 
have also hosted other community 
events such as art events, and 
chainsaw carving lessons.  They 

work with local non-profits and 
city officials to promote and 
maintain community safety as 
well as preserving the historical 
structures of their neighborhood.  

“My roots in Lake Manor 
are five generations strong and 
counting, please #ShopLocal 
and encourage our youth to pass 

Log Cabin Mercantile: A Chatsworth Original

on legacy in our communities,” 
shares Cherokee on their 
businesses Yelp page.

Stop by for some coffee, 
conversation, and visit one of 
oldest structures in the West Valley. 

Do not forget to follow them on 
social media at @LALogCabin!

An old ad for the Log Cabin 

Mercantile, above, showing 

a rendering of the original 

building.

Cherokee Lar-O’Dea and 

Susan Foreman-O’Dea, at 

left, run the Chatsworth 

store today.

performances by local groups The Tuxedos, Masanga Marimba, Blue 
13 Dance Company, The Voxes and Tropa Magica.  

The centerpiece of the event was Art on the Move, an art installation 
featuring the Getty Center’s art collections on 25 LED screens, which 
provided attendees with an immersive digital experience.  Other art 
installations included The Community Yarn Art, a crowd favorite, Am 
I Weird,  Astrofengaia, Hugs, and more.

“11:11 is such an integral part of the community.  I’ve been 
collaborating with them for the past couple of years.  When they 
invited me to do this, I said, ‘I’ve never done it but let’s do it!’.  It’s an 
honor.  I’m from Reseda and I love representing Reseda, and to have 
the community back after Covid is just phenomenal,” shared Simonette 
David Jackson, a local artist and creator of the Am I Weird?, one of the 
art installations displayed during the festival.

The festival included a roller-skating rink run and sponsored by 
Cupid’s, an iconic Valley hotdog stand owned by sisters Kelly and 
Morgan Walsh.  Roller skating workshops and dance battles were 
enjoyed by onlookers and participants alike.

More than 30 local vendors and artists participated in the art market 
for the event.  VLY GRL owner and artist, Alisa Damaso was excited 
to be a part of this event.

“It’s a homecoming!  And it feels really good to just be back 
here in Reseda, doing this event.  Seeing all the palm trees and 
feeling this heat, it takes me back.  It’s amazing to be a part of this 
event and to see the community come together, supporting the arts.”

(Continued from page 7)

The Getty Celebrates Their 25th

With Arts Festival at Reseda Park

Join Operation Gratitude and Council District 12 at The Vineyards 
at Porter Ranch on Saturday, July 16, to assemble 5,000 care packages 
for First Responders in the Los Angeles area. Care Packages offer a 
reminder to our men and women in uniform that we appreciate their 
service.

Volunteers of all ages will be able to join in for this special 
event! This will be a fun-filled day of service for the entire family!  

The Vineyards at Porter Ranch  is located at 20000-20250 W. Rinaldi 
St.  There is plenty of parking onsite. Additional parking will be 
available at the Kaiser Permanente parking lot, located across the street.

Please check in once you arrive to be entered into a raffle. There will 
be two check-in areas at the main entrances to Town Green.

Help Operation Gratitude at The Vineyards 
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Drawing Out an Animator
Imagine yourself a college 

student in 2007, studying 
animation at the Ringling College 
of Art and Design in Sarasota, 
Florida. As your senior project, 
you create a two-minute-plus 
animated video entitled Heavenly 
Appeals, starring a rotund angel 
bearing an uncanny resemblance 
to Rodney Dangerfield.

And then imagine 40 million 
people view that collegiate 
animation effort on YouTube!

That’s what happened to 
Encino resident and animator 
David Lisbe, who still expresses 
surprise at how many people have 
viewed his collegiate effort.

Lisbe is a character animator, 
which means he brings life to 
the wily fox, the adorable baby 
elephant, the duplicitous reptile, 
and many more. His first position 
was as an animator for Reel FX 
Creative Studios in Dallas. There, 
his resume proudly trumpets, he 
“Maintained a quota pace of 6-7 
seconds per week,” which shows 
what a meticulous and methodical 
business creating animation is 
in today’s world and how much 
effort goes into creating just a few 
seconds of screen time.

He’s also held animation 
positions with Snapchat, 
Sony, Disney, and currently, 
DreamWorks.

Like so many in the film 
community, five years ago 
Lisbe moved to the Valley 
because it was closest to all the 
studios he has worked for…and 
might work for in the future. 

Just a few of the animated 
features he has helped bring to 
the screen have been Arthur 
Christmas, Cloudy with a Chance 
of Meatballs 2, Zootopia, and 
Moana. 

Zootopia, released in 2016, 
is a good example of what goes 
into making an animated feature 
in today’s world: There are well 
more than 500 credits, in the 
vicinity of 80 credits for the 
Animation Department alone…
one of which is David Lisbe’s. 
The film won numerous awards, 
including the Oscar for Best 
Animated Feature Film.

Lisbe’s most recent work is 
his role in bringing DreamWorks’ 
The Bad Guys to the screen…and 
he had fun doing so, despite the 
strictures of working at home the 
whole time due to the pandemic.

Today, animators achieve 
success by creating films that 
are  enjoyed by both adults and 
children, a far cry from earlier 
decades when animation was 
created  strictly for youngsters. 

With more than a dozen 
years’ experience bringing a 
variety of creatures to on-screen 
life, Lisbe holds strong feelings 
about animation’sN place in the 
film world. Generally, he admits, 
animated films have lacked the 
respect and critical accolades of 
live-action films. “Historically, 
animated films - cartoons - were 
considered a kid’s medium, not of 
interest to adults,” Lisbe says. It 
is animation’s combination of the 
technical and the artistic that he 
enjoys.

Pixar, Lisbe says, was one of 
the first to develop a strategy of 
making films that audiences of all 
ages could appreciate, and that 
led to their financial and critical 
success and their reputation as 
the gold standard of animation. 
He believes animated films with 
depth and layers, with some 
themes and nuances directed at 
adults in the audience with little 
meaning to youngsters, are the 
hallmark of today’s successful 
animated feature films.

Some animated offerings, he 
says, are not for kids at all; South 
Park is strictly adult fare.

The first animated film to win 
an Oscar was the eight-minute 
cartoon Flowers and Trees, 
awarded at the Fifth Academy 
Awards, on November 18, 
1932, in a category introduced 
that year, Best Short Subject 
(Cartoons). For the succeeding 
90 years, animated films were 
seen as cartoons, best-suited for 
Saturday morning matinees. And 
of course, the best known and 
most successful animation studio 
was Walt Disney’s.

Some film history experts say 
that Disney’s Fantasia (1940) was 
the forerunner of animated films 
that could appeal to various age 
groups.

In the 95-year history of 
the Academy Awards, only 
three animated films have been 
nominated for a Best Picture 
Oscar: Beauty and the Beast 
(1991); Up (2009); and Toy Story 
3 (2010). And none took home 
the Best Picture Oscar.

Lisbe points out 2018’s 

Spiderman: Into the Spider-Verse 
as a prime example of a technically 
and artistically advanced film that 
appealed to all ages, including 
animation professionals. It also 
showed that animated films could 
feature a variety of styles, rather 

than just present a cartoon version 
of realism.

He is proudest of his work 
on 2011’s Arthur Christmas, 
which he thought would become 
a holiday classic, and is still 
disappointed that it didn’t. 

He sees a bright future for 
animation, in feature films, video 
games, and even augmented 
reality. Experimentation and an 
openness to a variety of artistic 
styles, combined with technologic 
advances, will be the foundation 
for greater immersiveness and 
enhanced experiences in the 
coming years.

“Animators like to have 
fun, and we have fun working; 
perhaps that’s part of why 
moviegoers see animated films as 
fun themselves.” He smiles as he 
recalls: “On Zootopia, my just-
born son, Ray, received his first 
screen credit: ‘Production Baby.’”

Martin Cooper, President 
of Cooper Communications, 
supervised public relations for 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts & Sciences for 10 years; held 
executive positions with Disney 
and Universal Studios; and 
served as Chairman of the Board 
of the UCLA Film & Television 
Archive. He is a Fernando Award 
Honoree and Past Chairman of 
VICA. An award-winning author, 
he has written four books, two of 
them on the San Fernando Valley. 
He is currently researching his 
next book on the Valley.

Today’s animators use a 
computer, not a drawing 

board. David Lisbe, above, 
working on The Bad Guys, 

from his home office in 
Encino. His next film 

is Puss ‘n’ Boots 2, 
for DreamWorks.

Arthur Christmas, right, a 
computer-

animated fantasy comedy 
film, was budgeted at 

$100 million and grossed 
a more-than-respectable 

$147 million.
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Honoring 45 Years of Knollwood Pharmacy
The Granada Hills Chamber helped celebrate 45 years of Knollwood 

Pharmacy. Dignitaries from the chamber and also various politicians’ 
offices were on hand to honor owners Mil and Iman Tousson.

Shown above from left are Diana Oganesyan  from 
Assemblymember Suzette Valladares’ office, Knollwood Pharmacy 
tech Alex Silver, pharmacy tech Olga Khaimova, Pharmacist Mil 
Tousson and Garrett Henry from Congressman Mike Garcia’s office. 
Kneeling is Blake Clayton from Supervisor Sheila Kueh’s office. Not 
shown is Myrka Martinez from Councilman John Lee’s office. 

Knollwood offers all pharmacy services and a lot more. They are 
also a compounding pharmacy and carry durable medical equipment. 
There’s even a small post office located inside the building! The 
emphasis is always on service, and Knollwood accepts all insurance, 
and also delivers!

Inside the pharmacy is Merit Homeopathy, offering the valley’s 
largest selection of homeopathic and nutritional items, including oils, 
herbs, vitamins , ear candles, bach flowers and natural medicines.

Knollwood Pharmacy is located at  16911 San Fernando Mission 
Boulevard. Phone (818) 363-8107 for prescriptions and more 
information. To reach Merit phone (818) 831-1727,

“Orthodontics From the Heart” in Granada Hills
Twelve teens were all smiles  this summer 

after Dr. Ara Agopian  and his team provided 
them all with braces - for free.

Agopian owns Orthodontic Centers of 
California in Granada Hills, and he and two 
other orthodontists from the practice  -Drs. 
Tamar and Saro - do their “Orthodontics from 
the Heart” program every year except for those 
during the pandemic.

This is their fourth year in total, with over 50 
low-income teens having been fitted for braces 
by the center.  

The teens are those who do not quality for  
Denti Cal. They were examined by Agopian and 
then sent a letter, asking for a letter back as to why 
they were a good candidate for the free service.

All the work is volunteer - done by the 
doctors and the center staff for free. Not only 
are the teens fitted for braces, but Agopian treats 
them for the amount of years they remain on.

Each case is about $5,000 worth of work.
“We provide orthodontic treatment to kids in 

the community that have no chance of getting 
braces - from low income or no income families. 
For orthodontics, Medical doesn’t approve the 
majority of cases. My motivation came from 
reading about the positive effect this procedure 
has on teens - it can literally change their lives. I 
feel that we’re so blessed we have to share with 
those less fortunate,” Agopian told North Valley 
News.

Orthodontic Centers of California is located 
at 17745 Chatsworth Street. They can be reached 
at (818) 366-9200. For more information visit 
occsmiles.com.

Dr. Ara Agopian working on a 

patient of “Orthodontics

from the Heart,” above.

A happy teen awaits new, free 

braces, at left.
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As it continues to build 
on more than a century of 
providing an array of high-
quality residential living options 
and care for Southern California 
seniors, the Los Angeles Jewish 
Home is unveiling a new name: 
LAJHealth (LAJH). 

The updated identity reflects 
LAJH’s commitment to offering 
area seniors a full complement 
of exceptional programs and 
services and a comprehensive 
continuum of care, whether that 
care is at home, in the community, 
or on one of their beautiful 
campus settings.

“Over the years, as the needs 
of our community members 
have expanded and changed, we 
have evolved, too, expanding 
the scope of healthcare services 
we provide. It is now the right 
time to transition to a name 
more reflective of the vast array 
of senior care services and 
living options available through 
LAJHealth, while still remaining 
true to our mission and Jewish 
values,” said Dale Surowitz, 
CEO-president of LAJH.

LAJH is a national leader 
in senior health and wellness. 
Established in 1912 in East Los 

With 100 Years of Senior Care, Jewish Home Changes Name
to Reflect Broad Spectrum of Services Now Offered 

Angeles to assist Jewish men 
seeking shelter, today LAJH cares 
for a diverse group of thousands 

of seniors each year through 
independent housing, adult day 
care, skilled nursing facilities, 
short-term rehabilitation, hospice 
services, and more.

What began as a modest 
residential facility at the turn of 
the previous century has grown 
into a leading senior health 
system, providing for a rapidly 
growing elder population with 
a broad range of geriatric and 
specialty healthcare needs. By 
2030, one in five Americans are 
projected to be older individuals. 
Seniors 85 and older are the 
fastest growing segment of this 
population and are expected to 
increase fivefold over the next 30 
years, from four million in 2000 
to 21 million in 2050.

“Shifting demographics 
demand that we sharpen our focus 
to ensure we are an available 

senior care resource for every 
member of our community,” 
Surowitz said. “As we have for 

more than 100 years, we look 
forward to contributing LAJH’s 
extensive experience and medical 
expertise toward better health 
outcomes for all seniors.”

LAJHealth is the largest 
single-source provider of 
comprehensive senior healthcare 
services in the Los Angeles area, 
serving nearly 4,000 people each 
year. Thousands of seniors benefit 
from the LAJH’s community-
based and in-residence care and 
services. 

Programs include: PACE (A 
Program of All-inclusive Care for 
the Elderly); hospice; palliative 
medicine; community clinics; 
short-term rehabilitation; and 
acute psychiatric care. 

Four campuses (Eisenberg 
Village, Grancell Village, 
Fountainview at Eisenberg 
Village, and Fountainview at 

It is now the right time to tran-
sition to a name more reflective 
of the vast array of senior care 
services and living options 
available through LAJHealth, 
while still remaining true to our 
mission and Jewish values.
                         - CEO Dale Surowitz

Gonda Westside) serve seniors 
with options for independent 
living, residential care, skilled 
nursing care, short-term 
rehabilitation, and Alzheimer’s 
disease and memory care. In 
addition, LAJH is home to the 
Annenberg School of Nursing.

Visit lajh.org.

This month the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) officially 
announced their recommendation 
that children aged six months 
through five years of age can now 
get the COVID-19 vaccine. 

This announcement follows 
the FDA’s recommendation of 
administering either the Pfizer or 
Moderna vaccine to this young 
group.

While only approximately 
3% of COVID cases in the 
States are in that age group, 
hospitalization is higher than that 
of older children.  COVID has 
been responsible for 400 deaths 
of children aged one to four, and 
may possibly be linked to the 
surprising outbreak of hepatitis 
that has recently been reported in 
children.

Both Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines are the same formula as 
the adult vaccines, just in smaller 
doses. Both are effective at 
combating the virus and both have 
similar side effects that may cause 
drowsiness, pain at the injection 
site and mild fevers. Even if 
a child has already contracted 
COVID, experts suggest still 
vaccinating them seeing as how 
immunity decreases over time.

CDC Approves Vaccine 
for Kids Under Five
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20% Off Books 
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New National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
“988” Launches July 16

The new national suicide 
hotline will officially launch on 
Saturday, July 16. Those seeking 
mental health can now text or call 
“988” to reach trained counselors. 
While the existing 1-800-273-
8255 will still be in operation, 
this new three-digit number has 
been created to expand services 
beyond suicide crisis to also 
include general mental health and 
emotional concerns.

The updated number is 
intended to make it easier for 
people in crisis to remember 
and thus, utilize efficiently when 
needed. Trained employees and 
volunteers will staff the 24-hour 
number and in some states, even 
connect the caller with local 
crisis teams. Individuals can 
also call on behalf of someone 
else that they are concerned 
about. Experts will be able to 
offer guidance, especially if the 
caller believes the individual 
may hurt themselves. No matter 
if a caller is reaching out for 

themselves or someone close to 
them, counselors will guide the 
caller in creating a road map to 
talk through the issue at hand, 
offer advice and provide concrete 

next steps to help them maintain 
control. Calls typically last 15 to 
20 minutes and are anonymous 
unless the caller requires 
immediate medical attention.

“If someone has been 
through a traumatic event and 
is struggling to process it — 
and there are traumatic events 
happening throughout this country 
— this is a place to turn to,” 
said Hannah Wesolowski, chief 
advocacy officer at the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness.

The updated number 
is intended to make 
it easier for people in 
crisis to remember 
and thus use.

16911 SAN FERNANDO MISSION BLVD.

GRANDA HILLS CA 91344

818-363-8107
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*LIMIT USE ONE PER CUSTOMER. CANNOT COMBINE OFFER WITH SPECIALS OR DISCOUNTED PRODUCT.

Cannabis
delivered

OPEN DAILY | 21627 DEVONSHIRE ST. CHATSWORTH CA, 91311

IN-STORE | CURBSIDE | DELIVERY

 RETAIL
(818) 280-6069

DELIVERY
(818) 208-0204

LIC# C10-0000248

1st time delivery
30% OFF your order

Limit one use per customer. Must be 21+ or 
18+ w/ medical recommendation and Valid ID. 
You must meet delivery order minimum and be 
within Strain delivery zone to qualify. Cannot 

combine offer wiith specials or discounted 
product. Offer expires 8/1/2022.  

1st time customer 
50% OFF any cannabis item

Limit one use per customer. Must be 21+ or 18+ w/ medical 
recommendation and Valid ID. Cannot combine offer with 

specials or discounted product.

Offer expires 8/1/2022.

LIC# C10-0000248LIC# C10-0000248LIC# C10-0000248

20% OFF any
cannabis item

Limit one use per customer. Must be 
21+ or 18+ w/ medical recommenda-

tion and Valid ID. Cannot combine 
offer with specials or discounted 
product. Offer expires 8/1/2022. 

Straincares.com

SCAN HERE,
ORDER TODAY! 

When you need care now, 
know where to go.   
When you need immediate medical care, it’s important to know where to get the care you need. 

Dignity Health now offers urgent care along with emergency services at the Northridge Hospital 

campus. From minor emergencies to serious health concerns, our care teams have you covered. 

Learn more at at dignityhealth.org/northridge.
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CANTARA STREET

ROSCOE BLVD

URGENT CARE HOSPITAL

ER

By Janey M. Rifkin
It all began with great 

fanfare – as Pfizer introduced its 
COVID-19 treatment Paxlovid 
about a year into the current 
pandemic. A 5-day course of 
pills taken within a 5-day onset 
of COVID, should a person 
become infected, reduces the 
risk of hospitalization or death 
from COVID-19 by 89% among 
higher risk adults who have not 
been hospitalized.

Due to need and popularity, 
a scarcity of the product ensued 
but Pfizer ramped up production. 
The Biden Administration enacted 
a test-to-treat program whereby 
patients who test positive at retail 
pharmacies, immediately receive 
their antiviral prescriptions.

Now it is easier than ever 
to garner your Paxlovid treatment 
for at-home use should the need 
arise. As long as the antiviral 
medication is available, you 
may phone your request in to 
your primary care physician who 
will transmit the OK to your 
pharmacist who will prepare your 
prescription for pickup.

The criteria for eligibility 
to get your free packet of 
Paxlovid medication to keep on 
hand is fairly wide. Factors that 
could make a person eligible 

include high blood pressure, 
a heart condition, asthma or 
diabetes, being overweight, 
being physically inactive, being 
a current or former smoker, or 
having depression, anxiety, or a 
fear-related disorder.

Not surprising was 
Paxlovid’s rise to become the 
dominant COVID pill in the 
U.S. in spite of lesser-known 
alternatives now in competition. 
Be assured the remarkable 
invention of the COVID-19 
vaccinations as well as their 
booster injection schedule have 
indeed proven to be the primary 
force to prevent the scourge of 
COVID and save lives around the 
world.

Janey Rifkin is a syndicated 
writer and long time Health 
Editor of the Valley News Group.

Best “At Home” Pill to Treat COVID
Now a Phone Call Away
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Cindy Royall Libonati
REAL ESTATE AGENT, DRE#00582036
SERVING MY REAL ESTATE CLIENTS SINCE 1976.

818.421.4468
CindyAgent@aol.com

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. 

A Top Producer 
Year-Over-Year

Oh by the way...
I’m never too busy for you or your referrals!

a reel.  Tag organizations and 
companies you currently work 
with whenever relevant.  The 
collaborator tool on Instagram 
comes in handy by sharing your 
repurposed post with another 
organization or company, giving 
both of you a shared audience and 
a broader bandwidth.

Consider using your 
repurposed content as a guest 
post on another organization’s 
website.  It creates content for 
someone you work with while 
expanding your audience.  It 
is mutually beneficial for both 

parties in terms of engagement.
Utilizing podcasts is also 

another method to consider 
for repurposing content while 
collaborating with others.  
An original blog post can be 
reformatted into a podcast with a 
twist!  For example, if you did a 
write up on an organization or a 
fellow business owner as a blog 
post, you can invite them as a 
guest on your podcast series or a 
youTube channel.  

Repurposing content saves you 
a lot of time and creates a different 
spin on an existing message.  
Reformatting means reaching 

larger or different audiences.  But 
to be effective, you need to know 
your platforms and how to utilize 
them as well as your audience.  

Choose your repurposed 
content with a clear objective in 
mind.  More importantly, if your 
goal is to strengthen established 
relationships, you need to make 
that repurposing mutually 
beneficial.

Miri Rossitto is founder and 
CEO of COWE Communications. 
She can reached at (818) 970- 
9177. Follow @coweofficial on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram.

(Continued from page 5)

Repurposing Content for Promotion

Join the free, family friendly hike at the Santa Susana 
Pass State Historic Park on Saturday, July 30. The  pond to 
Stagecoach Plaque hike is from 7 to 9 pm. Meet at Lilac Lane 
Trailhead. Hike leader is Dottie Acker. Difficulty level is moderate. 

Wear sunscreen and long pants because the brush is thick and 
sticky. A light jacket or long-sleeved shirt is also recommended. 
Although they try to avoid poison oak, sometimes it is encountered. 
Wear sturdy hiking boots. A walking stick is preferred by some 
hikers. Bring plenty of water. A hat is also recommended. Red flag 
wind warnings cancel the hike. Extreme heat of 95 degrees cancels. 
Note that the temperature tends to be 10-15 degrees cooler up at Lilac 
Lane. Well-behaved dogs are welcome as long as they are on leash. 
Please remember to bring enough water for your four-legged friend. 
All minors must be accompanied by an adult.

How to get to the Lilac Lane entrance to the Santa Susana Pass 
State Historic Park: Coming from the San Fernando Valley, take the 118 
to the Rocky Peak exit, turn left and cross the freeway to Santa Susana 
Pass Road. Turn right and look for Lilac Lane where you can only turn 
left. From Simi Valley, take the 118 to the Rocky Peak exit, turn right 
and cross the freeway to Santa Susana Pass Road. Turn right and look 
for Lilac Lane where you can only turn left. From Lake Manor, take Box 
Canyon towards Santa Susana Pass Road. At Santa Susana Pass Road 
turn right and then right on Lilac Lane. From Chatsworth take Topanga 
Canyon north to Santa Susana Pass Road and turn left. After you pass 
the Rocky Peak entrance to the 118 freeway start looking for Lilac Lane, 
where you will turn left. Lilac Lane is a very small street! A brown kiosk 
is on the left with a dirt parking lot area (Do not park on the street.)

Hike to the Stagecoach Plaque in

Santa Susana State Park 

The plaque commemorates the old Stage Road through Chatsworth. 
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With wildfire season year 
round now, and a worsening 
drought, the potential for another 
devastating disaster like the 
Woolsey Fire is a concern. 

Now there’s a way to if not 
prevent fires, at least get advanced 
notice that there is one burning 
in your neighborhood, hopefully 
giving residents time to gather 
important items, pets, children 
and prepare to evacuate.

Residents can get warnings 
that their homes are in the path 
of a fire or evacuations have 
been ordered by signing up for 
an LAFD alert. You can sign 
up for city-wide alerts or just 
for the San Fernando Valley. 

When fires break out the 
fire department looks at their 
map, where the fire originated 
and where it is heading, and 
alerts anyone in that zone. 

It takes just minutes to sign up 
at LAFD.org/alerts. Those who 
don’t sign up or don’t want to 
share their cellphone numbers or 
email addresses will still receive 
some alerts from the federal 
Wireless Emergency Alert, that 
sends evacuation orders based 
on location, or the Emergency 
Alert System which interrupts 
local radio and television 
broadcasts in larger emergencies.

Get LAFD

Wildlife Alerts 

on Your Phone

7-11 Killer May be Linked to 

Northridge Robberies

BUYING/ SELLING? LEASING?

USE A REALTOR

 FROM THIS PAPER

The so-called 7-11 killer, 
so named because of his deadly 
robberies on July 11, may be 
linked to a string of robberies in 
Northridge.

The suspect started his first 
7-11 holdup in Ontario just after 
midnight, then moved   to Upland, 
Riverside and Santa Ana. In total 
he shot five people, including 
store clerks and customers.

That same morning, 
two convenience stores and 
two doughtnut shops in the 
Devonshire Division were robbed 
between 4 and 5:30 am.

The suspect was reported to 
be a man, 25 to 30 years old,  5 
foot  10, wearing a black hooded 
sweatshirt, black face covering 
and dark jeans. He was carrying 
a black semi-automatic handgun. 

Based on survelliance video, 
police believe the suspect may 
be the same in all the robberies 
across the Southland.

No one was hurt in the 
Northridge robberies, but given 
the similarity between the 
suspect descriptions police are 
investigating a possible link 
between all events.

The four businesses that were 
robbed were in the 16000 block of 
Parthenia Street, the 16000 block 
of Nordhoff, the 16000 block of 

Devonshire and the 16000 block 
of San Fernando Mission Blvd.

7-Eleven is offering a 
$100,000 reward for any 
information leading to the arrest 
and conviction of the 7-11 killer, 
who may be the same man that 
committed the robberies in 
Northridge on the same night.

Anyone with information 
on any of the above incidents 
can call Orange County Crime 
Stoppers at (855) TIP-OCCS or 
Detective Alfred Rodriguez at 
the Brea Police Department at 
(714) 671-4438 or email him at 
alfredr@cityfbrea.net.

Survelliance video footage of the 

suspect.
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Compare these L.A. Area  
rates with your plan!

Age Plan G Plan G EXTRA

65* $121 $135

67 $163 $177

69 $187 $202

71 $211 $226

73 $223 $237

75 $263 $277

77 $295 $310

79 $325 $339

81 $357 $371

83 $386 $400

85 & OVER $412 $426

Additional couples discount of 7% available if enrolled in identical plan. 

*Age 65 shows “new to Medicare” discount of $25 for 12 months.

GUARANTEED ISSUE FROM:
a ANY MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN
a ANY MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HMO PLAN
a JUST ENROLLED IN MEDICARE PART A & B

WHAT’S AN UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY? 
If you live in California and have Medicare 
Part A and B, you are guaranteed 
acceptance. No health questions.  
You may have a 6 month waiting period  
for pre-existing conditions.

Plan G Extra includes the following extras (not 
covered by Medicare), using network providers:

a SILVER SNEAKERS – free gym network membership 

a VISION BENEFITS – exam, eyewear allowance

a HEARING BENEFITS –  
 annual exam + hearing aid discounted pricing

a OVER THE COUNTER ALLOWANCE – $100 per quarter

*Underwriting Holiday rates only available for those new to Blue Shield.

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
“What’s the difference between Plan F and G?” 
With Plan F you have no deductibles.  
With Plan G you are responsible for the  
Part B deducible ($233 in 2022).  
NO OTHER DIFFERENCES.  SAME NETWORK  
(Any provider that accepts Medicare.) 

“Are the core health benefits the same  
as on my current plan F?” 
YES! IDENTICAL BENEFITS. SAME NETWORK 

“Will my doctor accept this plan?”
The provider network is identical to any other 
Medicare supplement plan — any provider that 
is “contracted with Medicare” anywhere in the 
USA should accept this plan.

Call us at 818-888-0880 
www.pdinsure.com2002-2021

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 20 years 
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2021!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE   #0M47932

CHECK OUT 
THE BLUE SHIELD

UNDERWRITING
HOLIDAY!

CHRISTMAS
IN

BLUE SHIELD 
UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY* 
Big News for People on 
Medicare that need a 
Medicare supplement plan 

OFFER ENDS AUGUST 31.

July!


