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News in Brief

Happy 100th
Birthday
Coach Hattie!

See Page 15

On Father’s Day
Let Local

Restaurants
Do the Work! 

See Pages 8 & 9

Free Summer Concerts Kick Off Sunday

Giving the Greatest Gift of All
Tim Gaspar thinks a lot about 

how to save things - he’s an 
insurance agent after all, but he 
didn’t really think about saving 
lives until his long-time friend 
sent out a group text.

Doug needed a kidney. 
A small group of friends all 

signed up to be tested, and Gaspar 
and his wife Christina also signed 
on. “It wasn’t like he called up 
and said, ‘Can I have your kidney’ 
or anything,” Gaspar laughed. 

The donation program works 
that if you’re a match to someone 
in the program you swap out - 
you bring a kidney for someone 
and you get one for someone, 
not necessarily the person you 
know.  UCLA began testing the 
applicants - “more extensive than 
any physical,” said Gaspar. They 
want you to be the epitome of 
good health. 

Over months people were 
eliminated one by one. “I just 
had a feeling,” Gaspar told Valley 
News Group. “I was going to be a 
match for Doug.”

Four weeks ago UCLA 
confirmed he was, indeed, a 
match for Doug, and the surgery 
was scheduled.

“I wasn’t nervous,” he 
related.” “My father had just 
passed and my head was in 
a different place.” Gaspar 
said the first 24 hours post-
surgery were a little tough, 
but he’s on the mend now. 
“To do something that 
helps fill your soul just feels 
different. It’s like donating 
clothes to charity - but 1000 
times better! ”

Better yet, Doug is doing 
great. “He’s a guy with the 
biggest heart in the world,” 
said Gaspar. “And now he’s 
got a kidney as well... And 
honestly it came down to the 
fact that you have two, and 
only need one!”

Tim Gaspar and his friend 

Doug Henderson in the 

hospital post-surgery, 

above. Showing off

the miracle that is

transplant, at left.

For more information

on organ donation 

visit uclahealth.org/

transplants/kidney

/living-donor-options

The free summer concerts in Warner Park kick this 
Sunday, June 19, at 5:30 pm. The initial offering showcases 
R&B emerging artists Terrell Edwards and Brittney Crush 
featuring Balafo. Referred to as “the perfect blend between 
Sinatra and Motown,” crooning sensation Terrell Edwards 
and his style of music is that organic blend which becomes 
the soundtrack to moments in your life that evokes the 
fondest of memories. As seen performing live at Crypto.
com Arena, Taste of Soul Atlanta music festival, and opening 
for legendary disco queen Gloria Gaynor, Brittney Crush 
embodies the nature of a powerhouse femme icon with her 
electric vocals, edgy lyrics and a one-of-a-kind stage presence. 
Balafo is a collaboration of artists in dance, music, and visual 
genres. Warner Park is located at Topanga Canyon Blvd. and 
Califa Street in Woodland Hills. The summer concerts run 
every Sunday through August 28 (except July 3 - fireworks 
and concert will be on Monday, July 4) Visit valleycultural.
org for a complete schedule.

Terrell Edwards Brittney Crush

Metro Scraps North Valley
Nordhoff Bus Line, Adds Roscoe
After strong opposition from North Valley residents three 

years ago, Metro has unveiled a new rapid transit line that 
will run on Roscoe Blvd. between Lankershim and Topanga, 
instead of on Nordhoff. They plan to add bus-only lanes to 
Roscoe, which will be bus exclusive from 7 to 10 am weekdays. 
One goal is to make better connections to existing and future 
bus rapid transit and light-rail lines, and to shorten wait 
times between bus arrivals from 15 minutes to 10. Metro will 
also add new bus shelters, and new buses with front and rear 
entrances to speed up boarding. The new plan will go before 
the Metro board this fall. Two in-person community meetings 
are scheduled to review the plan: Saturday, June 18,  10 am 
at Panorama High School Auditorium, and Tuesday June 21, 
at 6 pm at CSUN’s Orchard Conference Center. To comment 
dial (213) 418-3082.

Local Business Celebrates 45!
See Page 10
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COMMUNITY

CALENDAR

WARNER PARK · 5800 Topanga Canyon Blvd, Woodland Hills  
Event parking opens at 4 PM  •  Lineup subject to change

SEASON SPONSORS
PRODUCED BY

ValleyCultural.org  ·  818.888.0822

SUNDAY EVENINGS  ·  5:30 PM–8:30 PM

June 19
R&B  
Emerging 
Artists

PRESENTING SPONSOR FEATURED SPONSORS

Terrell Edwards Brittney Crush

featuring

June 21, 8 AM

NORTH VALLEY REGIONAL CHAMBER’S 

CHATSWORTH: Visit the Chatsworth Library on Saturday, June 
18, at 2:30 pm to hear Judith Aller as she plays a fantastic repertoire 
of violin favorites while she muses the future of classical music. It is a 
not to be missed performance!

NORTHRIDGE: Northridge East Neighborhood Council will be 
holding their Emergency Preparedness Alliance meeting on Saturday, 
June 25, from 10 am to 12 pm. For more info, visit nenc-la.org/calendar.

PORTER RANCH: Straight from the world-famous Magic Castle, 
Allen will present an outstanding, well polished act with astonishing 
sleight of hand and fun comedy for all ages at the Porter Ranch Library 
on Saturday, June 25, at 2 pm. This incredible illusion act will reach 
out to the hearts of kids, young adults, and families of all ages. Plus, 
plenty of audience participation!

CHATSWORTH: Chatsworth Neighborhood Council will be holding 
their Homelessness Awareness Committee meeting on Wednesday, 
June 22, from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. For more info, visit chatsworthcouncil.
org.

NORTHRIDGE:  Join the North Valley Chamber of Commerce on 
Tuesday, June 21, from 8 to 9: 30 am for Business Builder Breakfast 
at Emle’s restaurant (9250 Reseda Blvd.). Sponsored by the SCOI, 
learn from a workman’s compensation doctor about injured worker 
management, first aid and more. Breakfast for pre-registered 
guests is $20 for members and $25 for non-members. RSVP at 
northridgechamber.org/event-calander#!event/2022/6/28/business-
builder-breakfast.

VAN NUYS: The United Chambers of Commerce will be holding 
a Mega Mixer on Thursday, June 30, from 5 to 8 pm at Anheuser 
Busch (15800 Roscoe Blvd.) The largest networking event in the 
San Fernando Valley, all local chambers are invited to make business 
connections and meet other members of the chamber community. 
Tickets are $30 for members and $50 for non-members. RSVP by June 
27 to lock in these discounted prices - fees are $10 more at the door. 
Grab your tickets at woodlandhillscc.net.

NORTHRIDGE: Metro will be holding a meeting on Tuesday, June 
21, from 6 to 7:30 pm to discuss the North San Fernando Valley Transit 
Corridor Project. This new project aims to improve east-west transit 
service and the community is invited to hear details of the plan and 
provide feedback. The in-person meeting will be held at Orchard 
Conference Center (18111 Nordhoff St.).

PANORAMA CITY:
Starting June 23, the 

LAPD Operations-Valley 
Bureau invites you to an 
eight-week Community 
Police Academy. You must 
be 18 years of age or older, 
have no felony convictions, 
no outstanding warrants, no 
pending criminal cases and 
live or work in OVB area. 
Take an inside look at the 
LAPD and various facets 
of law enforcement. Those 
interested are asked to 
contact Officer Rothman or 
Mundo at OVBCOMM@
lapd.online. Starting June 
23, the LAPD Operations-
Valley Bureau invites you to 
an eight-week Community 
Police Academy. You must 
be 18 years of age or older, 
have no felony convictions, 
no outstanding warrants, no 
pending criminal cases and 
live or work in OVB area. 
Take an inside look at the 
LAPD and various facets 
of law enforcement. Those 
interested are asked to 
contact Officer Rothman or 
Mundo at OVBCOMM@
lapd.online.
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Students 
in the News 

Limit Outdoor Watering to 
2 Days a Week
8 Mins/Station/Day OR 
Two 15 Min Cycles/Day with 
Water-Conserving Nozzles
Before 9 AM or After 4 PM

ladwp.com/wateringdays

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

ODD

EVEN

Addresses
End in

New Outdoor
Watering Restrictions

Emeelika Vanderpoorten of 
Northridge has been inducted into 
the honors society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the national oldest and most 
selective all-discipline collegiate 
honor society. Vanderpoorten was 
initiated at CSUN.

•••
Celeste Miller of Porter 

Ranch  with a major in French 
was named to the Dean’s List 
for the 2022 semester at the 
University of Alabama at Iowa 
City. Andrew Mitas of Granada 
Hills with a major in English and 
creative writing was named to the 
Dean’s List and Isabella Martin 
of North Hills was also named to 
the Dean’s List.

•••
Riana Tanwani of Porter 

Ranch earned a spot on the 
Dean’s List at Hofstra University 
in Hempstead, New York.

•••
Laura De Caussin of 

northridge has made the Dean’s 
List at Slippery Rock University 
in Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania.

•••
Wan Ting Tan of Northridge 

was initiated into Phi Kappa Phi 
honor society at CSUN.

VICA honors Hall of Fame honorees:  The Valley Industry and Commerce Association honored five 
local businesses in their June 10 Hall of Fame, recognizing those that have contributed to the Valley’s 
rich history and continued economic success. Shown above from left are presenting sponsor Tim 
Gaspar of Gaspar Insurance, honorees Michael Quiroga of Mike’s Roofing, Ronald Williams of the 
L.A. Rams, Leela Kapur of Valley Village, Mario Romero of Sagebrush Cantina,  Gerald Denni of 
Sunkist and VICA Chair Victor Berrellez of US Bank.

A highlight of the evening 
was the Super Bowl Lombardi 
Trophy, brought to the event by 
former Rams tight end  Ronald 
Williams. At right, Williams 
poses with the trophy. At left, 
VICA Vice President Stuart 
Waldman hams it up. 

Guests lined up all evening, 
excited to take pictures with 
the iconic NFL symbol.
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NORTH VALLEY NEWS
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Need to Pick Up a Paper? Visit These Merchants 
Northridge Library
Chatsworth Library
Nat’s Diner
Brent’s Deli 
Ralphs Markets
Vons Markets
Albertsons
Logix Credit Union
Jon’s Market

Starbucks vineyard
IHOP
Soleil Hotel
Northridge Hospital
North Valley Chamber
Granada Hills Chamber
Handel’s Ice Cream
Porter Valley 
    Country Club

Los Toros
Ihop – Reseda
Whole Foods Cafe
Rosies BBQ
La Fitness
AAA
Northridge Urgent                 
   Care
Premier America

GET A FREE  DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION TO

• A popular post circulating social media: “So let me get this 
straight: Top Gun is the #1 movie, Kate Bush’s “Running Up That 
Hill” is the #1 song and America is in a proxy war with Russia? So 
we’re just giving 1986 another go?!”

• Frequent traveler Maddie Sciarra jokes about how much the 
airport is a lawless place. Thirsty? Grab a drink at the bar, so what if 
it’s 8 am? Tired? Hog three seats to recline for a nap. Hungry? The 
smallest bag of chips cost $15!

• How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a 
wise man and a wise guy are opposite? You have to marvel at the 
unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it 
burns down; you fill in a form by filling it “out” and an alarm goes off 
by going “on.”

•In honor of Father’s Day this weekend, give Dad the gift he’ll 
love: laugh at his jokes!

•With that being said, what’s the difference between a bad joke and 
a dad joke? The first letter! 

• When does a joke become a dad joke? When it becomes apparent.

• Don’t forget that Father’s Day is this Sunday, June 20. Somehow 
everyone makes a big deal about Mother’s Day - but forgets that 
fathers had to be in on the act to make them mother’s.

• Thought for the day: Why do we put suits in garment bags and 
garments in a suitcase?

• As long as we’re on pithy little sayings, consider Carl Sandburg’s 
wisdom. He said, “Time is the coin of your life. It is the only coin you 
have, and only you can determine how it will be spent, Be careful lest 
you let other people spend it for you.”
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6351 Owensmouth Avenue | Suite 101-A | Woodland Hills | CA 91367

By Miri Rossitto
While all event planning 

consists of the usual 
components—budget, timeline, 
goals, details, planning corporate 
events is a whole different arena, 
involving building relationships 
with clients and strengthening 
employee relations.  Product 
launches, team building training, 
conferences—all fall under the 
realm of corporate events.  These 
events focus on either business 
development, client relations, 
or employee training and team 
building.

Businesses and organizations 
who want to build lasting 
relationships need to know how 
to execute professional events 
successfully.  Hosting corporate 
events creates opportunities for 
companies to make a significant 
impact on their clients and their 
employees.  These events can 
promote the company and create 
connections and collaborations 
with other businesses.  It can 
also help build employee morale 
and encourage team building, 
resulting in a more productive 
and motivated work environment.

When planning a corporate 
event, include the following 
elements to your planning 
process: 
Set clear, and achievable goals.

Once you’ve decided to host 

Corporate Event Planning - Building Relationships 
with Clients and Employees 

an event, the first step is defining 
your goal.  What do you want 
to accomplish with this event?  
What is your projected outcome?  
Identify clear and achievable 
goals for your event.  You want 
to make sure that your purpose 
for the event is impactful and 
engaging to your audience.

Know your audience.
Who are you planning this 

event for?  Who does it benefit?  
What do you want them to take 
away from the experience?  When 
you are planning for an event, one 
of the key elements is identifying 
your audience.  Knowing who 
your target audience determines 
how you create the event 
according to their needs and 
interests.  This helps you tailor 
the experience to them.  When 
successfully done, your target 
audience becomes your brand 
ambassadors, helping you spread 
your brand and your message 
through their experience of your 
event.

Work within a realistic budget.
(Continued to page 9)

 Hosting corporate events 
creates opportunities 
for companies to make a 
significant impact on their 
clients and their employees.
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From the Reich to Van Nuys

 On April 20, 2006, 
President George W. Bush 
proclaimed May as Jewish 
American Heritage Month. As 
a belated recognition of that 
commemoration, we reprint, 
with his permission, an abridged 
version of a column that author 
Vincent Brook wrote for UCLA’s 
Theatre, Film & Television 

Department newsletter.
 At  various times a film 
editor, screenwriter, author and 
academic, Brook has written 

extensively on the nexus between 
Judaism and film and television.
 Among his awards 
have been the Gold Medal in 
film editing, Miami International 
Film Festival, 1978; Award of 
Excellence for Film Editing, 
Film Advisory Board, 1978; Gold 
Venus for film editing, Cine Film 
Festival, 1979; and Blue Ribbon 

in film editing, 
Renaissance Film 
Festival, 1979. 
          ***
 I was born in 
1946 and raised in 
the San Fernando 
Valley on a chicken 
farm. One of my 
earliest memories is 
riding my tricycle 
to the chicken coops 
in the morning and 
collecting eggs, 
which our family 
ate for breakfast. 
My German Jewish 
émigré parents, Rudy 
and Eva Brook, 
had purchased the 
farm, complete with 
an apricot orchard 
whose fruit we 
peddled on the street, 
after barely escaping 
the Nazi terror — 
though several of our 
closest relatives did 
not.

 My father had passed the 
German bar in 1933 but couldn’t 
practice law because of the newly 
instituted anti-Jewish laws. He 

then worked for Hechalutz, the 
leading Zionist organization. 
His job was to match-make 
couples who were total strangers, 
because married couples had a 
better chance of getting visas to 
Palestine, and through this ruse 
he ultimately saved thousands 
of Jews from perishing in the 
Holocaust. My mother found 
employment for a few years 
teaching at a school for Jewish 
children who’d been barred from 
public schools.
 Seeing the writing on 
the wall, my parents fled to the 
United States in 1938, and their 
foresight was uncannily borne 
out. They docked in New York, 
with only $10 to their name, 
on Kristallnacht (Night of the 
Broken Glass) — the pogrom 
throughout Germany and Austria 
that foreshadowed the Holocaust.

 In America, things 
worked out amazingly well. My 
mother got a job as a massage 
therapist at a fellow German 
Jewish émigré friend’s salon in 
Hollywood. The salon catered to 
the elite among the burgeoning, 
German-speaking exile 
community, who were primarily 
Jewish, and to Hollywood 
celebrities, including Charlie 
Chaplin. She then passed along 
some of her A-list clients to my 
father, who was starting out as a 
gardener. 
 Before long, his 
clientele boasted a Who’s Who 
of European refugees as well as 
big-name movie people, often 
one and the same. These included 
George Gershwin’s lyricist 
brother, Ira; famed directors 
Fritz Lang, Douglas Sirk and 
Vincente Minnelli; renowned 

cinematographer Karl Freund; 
author Vicki Baum, who wrote 
the novel, play and screenplay 
for 1932’s Oscar-winning Grand 
Hotel; and marquee actors Peter 
Lorre, Robert Ryan, Cornel Wilde 
and Judy Garland.
 When I was 10 or 
11, my father took me on his 
gardening rounds. I met Peter 
Lorre and Robert Ryan, who 
were both much nicer in person 
than they appeared in their film 
noirs, and Cornel Wilde, who 
was just as dashingly handsome 
and charming as in his trademark 
swashbucklers. 
 O u r 
entire family 
became friends 
with [famed 
cinematographer 
and director] 
Karl Freund and 
his family, who 
invited us to their 
home for a dip in 
their swimming 
pool, something 
special at the 
t i m e … . M r . 
Freund got us 
front-row seats 
for a filming of I 
Love Lucy, for 
which he was 
the chief cine-
m a t o g r a p h e r. 
This was another 
big thrill for me, 
and a feather in 
my cap with my 
schoolmates.
 My connection to 
the entertainment industry 
and German Jewish émigrés 
continued in 1963, when I was 
17. That year, my parents sold 
the chicken farm and with the 
windfall built a mid-century 
modern house overlooking the 
ocean in tony Pacific Palisades 
(Even then, Pacific Palisades was 
a big step up from Van Nuys).
 My life as an academic 
began when back problems 
prevented me from continuing 
as a film editor, which was still 
a quite physical job in the ’80s. 
With my professional experience 
and a bachelor’s equivalent 
in film, I started teaching film 
history at Pierce College in 

Woodland Hills and, after  earning 
advanced degrees at UCLA, I 
taught media studies at Cal State 
LA, USC Annenberg School for 
Communication and Journalism, 
and at UCLA TFT [Theatre, Film 
& Television Department].
                        ***
 From 1933 to 1940, 
more than 800 European film 
professionals, many of them Jews,  
fled the Nazis. A number of them 
became noted filmmakers; most 
of them lived in the San Fernando 
Valley and other sections of 
Los Angeles. Besides Vincent’s 

father’s famous gardening clients, 
other prominent figures included: 
Hedy Lamarr, Francis Lederer, 
Ernst Lubitsch, Erich Wolfgang 
Korngold, Billy Wilder, and Fred 
Zinneman.
           •••

Martin   Cooper, President 
of Cooper Communications, 
supervised public relations for 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts & Sciences for 10 years, held 
executive positions with Disney 
and Universal Studios and served 
as Chairman of the Board of the 
UCLA Film & Television Archive. 
An award-winning author, he has 
written four books, two of them 
on the San Fernando Valley. He 
is currently researching his next 
book on the Valley.

	 Vincent	Brook’s	 father,	 Rudy,	 caring	 for	 his	 flock	 on	 his	
Van Nuys chicken farm in the 1940s.

 The home and chicken farm of 
Vincent Brook’s family at 15357 Sherman 
Way, Van Nuys, near the northwest corner of 
Sepulveda Blvd. Today it is the Village Plaza 
strip mall with a Starbucks and a collection of 
small retailers.

 Although primarily known for his 
writing and academic pursuits, Vincent 
Brook	was	previously	a	film	editor,	including	
his work on the 1977 documentary, Aliens 
from Spaceship Earth.

From 1933 to 1940, more 
than 800 European film 
professionals, many of 

them Jews,  fled the Nazis. 
A number of them became 

noted filmmakers; most 
of them lived in the San 

Fernando Valley
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Dear Evan Hansen Returns 
to the L.A. Stage

The award-winning musical 
Dear Evan Hansen is returning 
to the Ahmanson Theatre after 
a sold-out, record-breaking run 
in 2018. The play runs July 1 
through 31. 

A letter that was never meant 
to be seen, a lie that was never 
meant to be told and a life 
he never dreamed he could 
have. Evan Hansen is about to 
get the one thing he’s always 
wanted: a chance to finally fit in. 

Dear Evan Hansen is the 
deeply personal and profoundly 
contemporary musical about 
life and the way we live it.

Producer Stacey Mindich is 
pleased to announce complete 
casting for year four of the play’s 
record-breaking national tour.  

Anthony Norman will play the 
title role Evan Hansen, Coleen 
Sexton will play his mother, Heidi 
Hansen and Lili Thomas will play 
Cynthia Murphy, mother to Zoe 
and Connor. Pablo Laucerica 
and Micaela Lamas also join the 
onstage company as family friend 
Jared Kleinman and classmate 
Alana Beck. 

John Hemphill, Nikhil Saboo 
and Alaina Anderson all remain 
with the tour, continuing their 
roles as Larry Murphy, Connor 
Murphy, and Zoe Murphy 
respectively.

The cast also includes Jeffrey 
Cornelius (as the Evan alternate) 
and understudies Valeria 
Ceballos, Ian Coursey, Reese 
Sebastian Diaz, Gillian Jackson 
Han, Isabel Santiago, Daniel 
Robert Sulivan, Kelsey Venter 
and Pierce Wheeler.

Dear Evan Hanson is the 
winner of six 2017 Tony 
Awards® including Best Musical 
and the 2018 Grammy® Award 
for Best Musical Theater Album. 

The New York Times says, 
“A gut-punching, breathtaking 
knockout of a musical,” and the 
Washington Post says, “One of 
the most remarkable shows in 
musical theatre history.”

 Dear Evan Hansen features 
a book by Tony Award winner 
Steven Levenson, a score by 
Grammy, Tony, and Academy 
Award® winners Benj Pasek 
and Justin Paul (La La Land, 
The Greatest Showman), and 
direction by four-time Tony 
Award nominee Michael Greif 
(Rent, Next to Normal).

Tickets start at $40 and 
are available online at 
centertheatregroup.org, by calling 
Audience Services at (213) 972-
4400 or in person at the Center 
Theatre Group Box Office at the 
Ahmanson, 135 N. Grand Avenue 
downtown.

Stephen Christopher Anthony as Evan Hansen and the North American 

touring company of Dear Evan Hansen.
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The Soraya continues to roll 
out news of its 2022-23 season.  
Tickets for the Signature Series 
will be available to the general 
public on July 12.  

The ongoing Signature 
Series embraces all the art forms, 
and by shedding series structured 
by artistic disciplines, the 17 
performances in the Signature 
Series present new programming 
opportunities. From pieces 
produced entirely by The Soraya, 
to jazz titans and Broadway 
favorites, the series also gives 
patrons more flexibility in 
choosing which performances to 

The Soraya Announces 2022-23 Signature Series Season 
enjoy.  

 Highlights of The Soraya’s 
2022-23 season feature the world 
premiere of Treelogy, a three-part 
musical reflection on California’s 
wildfires and their impact on 
the state’s three beloved tree 
species – the Joshua tree, the 
Giant Sequoia, and the Coastal 
Redwood.  The concert features 
three original compositions by 
Billy Childs, Steven Mackey, and 
Gabriella Smith, commissioned 
by The Soraya and performed 
by artist-in-residence Étienne 
Gara and Delirium Musicum. 

Other Soraya commissioned 

work to be presented this season 
include a new piece by L.A. 
based composer Julia Adolphe to 
be performed by the Sitkovetsky 
Trio, choreographer Aszure 
Barton’s dance piece Stillness 
in Bloom for the Cuban-based 
Malpaso Dance Company, 
“Invocations” composed by 
System of a Down’s Serj Tankian 
and performed by the rockstar 
and a full orchestra, and new 

big-band musical arrangements 
for the Clayton-Hamilton Jazz 
Orchestra featuring rising jazz star 
Samara Joy in her Soraya debut.

In addition, other events to 
be found solely at The Soraya 
are a musical tribute to American 
activist Dolores Huerta produced 
by The Soraya, the continuation 
of the Hecho en las Américas 
series featuring Luis Enrique + C4 
Trio with special guest Grammy 

Award winner Nella, and pianist 
Emily Bear joins Los Angeles 
Jewish Symphony to perform the 
premiere of Suite from the video 
game Syberia:  The World Before.

The Younes and Soraya 
Nazarian Center for the 
Performing Arts is located 
at 18111 Nordhoff Street in 
Northridge. For tickets visit     
www.thesoraya.org or call the 
box office at (818) 677-3000. 
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*LIMIT USE ONE PER CUSTOMER. CANNOT COMBINE OFFER WITH SPECIALS OR DISCOUNTED PRODUCT.

Cannabis
delivered

OPEN DAILY | 21627 DEVONSHIRE ST. CHATSWORTH CA, 91311

IN-STORE | CURBSIDE | DELIVERY

 RETAIL
(818) 280-6069

DELIVERY
(818) 208-0204

LIC# C10-0000248

1st time delivery
30% OFF your order

Limit one use per customer. Must be 21+ or 
18+ w/ medical recommendation and Valid ID. 
You must meet delivery order minimum and be 
within Strain delivery zone to qualify. Cannot 

combine offer wiith specials or discounted 
product. Offer expires 8/1/2022.  

1st time customer 
50% OFF any cannabis item

Limit one use per customer. Must be 21+ or 18+ w/ medical 
recommendation and Valid ID. Cannot combine offer with 

specials or discounted product.

Offer expires 8/1/2022.

LIC# C10-0000248LIC# C10-0000248LIC# C10-0000248

20% OFF any
cannabis item

Limit one use per customer. Must be 
21+ or 18+ w/ medical recommenda-

tion and Valid ID. Cannot combine 
offer with specials or discounted 
product. Offer expires 8/1/2022. 

Straincares.com

SCAN HERE,
ORDER TODAY! 

 

         OPEN DAILY ! 
   Sunday - Thursday       9 a.m. - Midnight  
   Friday & Saturday        9 a.m. - 1 a.m. 
  

                  WALK- IN’S WELCOME  (SUBJECT TO LANE AVAILABILITY) 
 
      ~ 

 
   BAR & Grill    Sun - Thurs.  5 p.m.  -  Midnight 
    Fri. & Sat.         5 p.m.  - 1 a.m. 

 
 HHAAPPPPYY  HHOOUURR    All Day Sunday! 
                      Monday -  Friday   5 p.m. - 8 p.m.           Saturday - 12 p.m. -  5 p.m.  
    
 KING TRIVIA TUESDAYS     7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
         Join in the Fun!   Play for Free!    Earn Prizes! 
   
 KARAOKE   Saturday  8 p.m. - Midnight 

 
20122 Vanowen St. Winnetka, CA   818-340-5190 

RESERVE LANES         
ON-LINE 

 winnetkabowl.net  

By Katie Sterling
There’s truly only one reason 

to see the latest installment in the 
Jurassic World series and that can 
be summed up in two words: Jeff. 
Goldblum.

While the conclusion in 
the latest Jurassic trilogy was 
much anticipated, the resulting 
product is a ridiculous endeavor 
that attempts to blend genres 
while simultaneously sprinkling 
dinosaurs throughout. Similar to 
its subject matter, this series has 
been so engineered in an attempt 
to wow spectators, it’s lost 
direction. To quote Ian Malcolm, 
“Your scientists [or moviemakers 
in this case] were so preoccupied 
with whether or not they could, 
they didn’t stop to think if they 
should.” Well, in this case they 
shouldn’t have and it pains me to 
say that. Truly.

Jurassic World: Dominion 
begins four years after the 
destruction of Isla Nublar and 
dinosaurs are now living amongst 
humans worldwide. It’s a fragile, 
and mostly frightening, situation 
that finds dinosaurs in the same 
vein as the newest desired drug: 
being sold in black markets, 
traded at exorbitant rates and 
farmed in illegal operations. 
While interesting in theory, the 
narrative played out in the first 
half of the movie is ridiculous. 
Dominion kicks off not knowing 
if it wants to be a Bond-type 
thriller, an allegory on billionaires 
or a nostalgic throwback. It’s 
a cluster of chaos and in all 
honesty, a bit cringeworthy even 
for this dino diehard.  

Through a matter of mishaps, 
the Jurassic World cast and the 
“legacy” trio (Goldblum, Dern 
and Neill) of the original Jurassic 
Park combine forces to defeat 
a common enemy: Biosyn, a 
genetics organization that is 
manipulating DNA for their own 
selfish purposes. Sound familiar? 
Once the crew arrives at Biosyn, 
the movie pivots and becomes 
more reminiscent of the original 
– scientists battling with those 
attempting to play God with 
genetics. While the first half of 
the movie is all over the place, the 
second half solely set at Biosyn is 
more defined, more exciting and 

feels more in tune with what a 
Jurassic movie should be. 

That’s also in large part due 
to the interactions steered by 
the original trio – Ian Malcom, 
Ellie Satler and Allen Grant – 
the biggest draw for Jurassic 
ticket sales and personally, this 
editor. Their involvement in 
the film is not only a love letter 
to the original, but a strategic 
move to connect the franchise 
and frankly, make millions. 

Plus, there’s no question that 
Jeff Goldblum absolutely nails 
his performance, delivering the 
dry wit and quirkiness we’ve 
come to love and expect from 
him.

Overall, as a Jurassic Park fan 
through and through, I can’t say 
this movie isn’t worth seeing. It 
would be against my morals to 

Dominion: Just Because They 

Could, Didn’t Mean They Should 

Jeff Goldblum , Sam Neill and Laura Dern reunite in Dominion.

prevent anyone from including 
more dinosaurs into their lives. 
Fans of the franchise, like myself, 
will be satisfied solely for the 
chance to see the legacy cast 
interact again and moviegoers 
will walk away having been 
entertained, albeit laughing at 
more than with the story.

While this concludes the 
second trilogy, it wouldn’t 
surprise me if Hollywood 
announces a Jurassic Universe, 
or hell, Jurassic Galaxy at 
some point down the road. Will 
they continue to escalate and 
perhaps be more ridiculous than 
ever? Most likely. Will I still 
be shamelessly buying opening 
night tickets? Most definitely. 

Clearly, as we’ve seen from 
all the Jurassic Park iterations, 
no one ever truly learns from the 
mistakes that came before.

I can’t say this movie isn’t 
worth seeing. It would 
be against my morals 
to prevent anyone from 
including more dinosaurs 
into their lives. Fans of the 
franchise, like myself, will 
be satisfied solely for the 
chance to see the legacy 
cast interact again.

Spend Father’s Day at Los Toros
Celebrate Dad on his day! 

Father’s Day is this Sunday, June 
19, and Los Toros in Chatsworth 
is honoring dad with  a special 
event from Modelo Beer.

Constellation Brands and 
Modelo will be creating free 
custom t-shirts for guests on 
Father’s Day.

There will also be beer 
specials throughout the day and 

bottomless mimosas until 3 pm.
Los Toros offers traditional 

Mexican favorites like 
chimichangas, and combination 
plates are available, Have a 
hankering for huevos rancheros 
instead? Breakfast is available all 
day!

 Not a beer guy? How about 
getting a margarita? Los Toros 
specializes in the margarita. From 

pomegranate to peach and malibu 
to the millionaire margarita, you 
truly can’t go wrong.  

Chill out this Father’s Day on 
Los Toros’ beautiful new outdoor 
patio.

Los Toros is located at 21743 
Devonshire Street in Chatsworth.

For a complete menu and 
more information visit lostoros.
com or call (818) 882-3080.
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CALL TODAY AT (818) 891 - 3676

When planning a corporate 
event, you need to work within 
the approved budget.  You need 
to know your budget to determine 
what event you can produce.  
Decide on how much you want to 
spend then plan to spend at least 
10% more.  Give yourself some 
space to allocate your resources 
and determine what truly matters 
for this event.  You must weigh 
what you spend on carefully.  
Do you spend more on food and 
drinks or do you drop a couple of 
hundred dollars on that disco ball 
to give the even a certain dazzle?  
Again, working with a realistic 
budget enforces the question 
of what matters for your event.

Plan the details: theme, 
format, and location.

Once you’ve set your goals, 
identified your target audience, 
and set a budget, it is time work 
out the details.  Choose a theme 
for your event, determine the 
best format to present it to your 
guests, and identify the best 
location for your event.  Whether 
the event is being held for clients 
or for your employees, plan on 
something interactive and not 
just a full day of listening to one 
speaker—unless that’s what your 
event calls for.  Tailor the details 
around your goals and your 
audience.  The main question you 
ask when diving into the details 
is, “what do you want your 
audience’s experience to be?”.
Create and establish a timeline.

Planning your event requires 
keeping track of every task and 
every detail through creating a 
detailed master checklist.  You 
and your team need to know 
what needs to be accomplished 
six months before the event to 
the day of the actual event.  Your 
timeline needs to show tasks, 
who’s responsible, and a targeted 
completion date.  Creating and 
establishing a timeline for your 
event creates a roadmap as well 
as insures that everyone on your 
team is on the same page.  It 
keeps you on track to see the 
progress of your event planning 
and determines what else needs 
to be done down to the day of.  

Planning Your Company Event Like a Pro
(Continued from page 5)

Use technology as a resource.
With the availability of 

numerous apps to assist with 
day-to-day tasks, it is no wonder 
that there are a lot of event 
management software, platforms, 
and apps to help streamline 
planning.  The same apps have 
the possibility to increase 
engagement and interactivity with 
attendees.  Event management 
programs not only keep track 
of your event details, they also 

Corporate planning is a very 
involved process that requires 
a lot of research and managing 
multiple moving parts.  But 
done correctly, it has many 
advantages from creating new 
connections between clients and 
co-workers to impacting your 
company/organization’s brand 
interactions and development.

Miri Rossitto is founder and 
CEO of COWE Communications. 
She can reached at (818) 970- 
9177.	 Follow	 @coweofficial	 on	
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
Linkedin.

and plan your event promotion 
to achieve maximum impact.

Feedback and evaluation.
Whatever the outcome of your 

event is, it is important to get 
feedback.  It is important to hear 
from your guests and your team.  
Knowing what made your event a 
success and what didn’t resonate 
with your guests is essential in 
determining your approach and 
planning for future corporate 
events.  It provides good insight 
on ways to improve your event 
planning process or even what 
to keep for future events.

facilitate collaboration with 
vendors and the attendees.

Promote the event.
Email invitations.  Use social 

media.  Create press releases 
or contact local publications to 
promote your event.  Find creative 
ways to get the word out for your 
event.  Create a website to draw 
attendees and even sponsors to 
your event.  The more you spread 
the word, the more people will 
come and support your event.  
Think outside of the box and use 
every creative, unconventional 
way you can think of.  Strategize 

16156 San Fernando Mission Blvd. 
818-488-1131

Open M-S 11 am to 7 pm
Closed Sundays

KABOB BROS
All Fresh Meats

Chicken • Beef • Lamb • Pork 
Ready-Made Kebabs

Lunch Specials 
Kabob Plates  • Lavash Wraps

Burgers 

Hummus • Salad • Baba Ganoush
Tzatziki • Grilled Tomato & Pepper

Grand Opening Special
10% Off Any Order Over $25

Show This Ad - Good Thru 6/30/22

Planning your event 
requires keeping track 
of every task and every 
detail through creating 
a detailed master 
checklist. 

Q’ing This Weekend?

Let Kabob Bros Do the Work
Long weekends, 

Father’s Day and 4th of 
July are all right around the 
corner, and the weather is 
perfect for barbecuing!

The fun is around the 
grill, not the prep. So let 
Granada Hills’ newest 
eatery do the work for you!

Kabob Bros can supply 
all your meat needs. The 
family-owned meat market 
and restaurant carries fresh 
chicken, beef, lamb and 
pork. Make the barbecue 
easy and purchase their 
ready-made kabobs. All 
the sides are available as 
well - from hummus and 
salad to baba ganoush, 
tzatziki and grilled tomato 
and peppers.

Hungry now? Kabob 
Bros also offers kabob 
plates, lavash wraps and 
burgers.

For their grand opening 
they are offering 10% off 
any order over $25, now 
through June 30. Mention 

this paper or show them the ad on this 
page.

Kabob Bros is open Monday to 
Saturday, 11 am to 7 pm, closed Sunday, 
so get your Father’s Day orders in early!

The restaurant and meat market is 
located at 16156 San Fernando Mission 
Blvd. Call (818) 488-1131 to order. 

Kabob Bros’ owner Greg Keledjian
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Summer Vacation is Here! 
How to Stay Comfortable When Traveling

By Conni Ponturo
 Summer is here and that 
means it’s vacation time! Your 
long awaited trip is here, but 
with airline delays and the usual 
travel time, how will you make it 
through?
 Here are a few tips I 
give to my clients:
 1.Always bring a neck 
pillow and a blanket or a wrap. 
Even if you don’t get cold you 
can always use the blanket to prop 
up your lower back or neck and 
use the neck pillow against the 
window for a change of position.
 2.Drink at least 8 ounces 
of water each hour. The water will 
help with jet lag since the biggest 
cause of jet lag is dehydration. 
Yes, you may have to get up more 
to use the bathroom but walking 
is a good change of pace.
 3.Change positions 
often and stretch 
out your legs. 
Some of my 
clients wear 
c o m p r e s s i o n 
socks also for 
greater leg 
comfort.
 4.Enjoy 
your trip and 
allow yourself 
to become 
excited! Talk 
with the people 
next to you (that 
always makes time go by faster) 
and remember to enjoy the 
whole journey and not just the 
destination.
 5.When you stand to 
visit the bathroom, walk to the 
furthest bathroom and stand in the 
back of the plane for a while. Do 
10 high knees, lifting your knee 
high and changing legs almost 
like marching.
 6.Practice focused 
breathing in your seat. Sit back 
in your seat and close your eyes. 

Inhale for two counts, hold your 
breath for two counts, and then 
slowly exhale for two counts. 
Allow yourself to get lost in the 
counting and breathing. Do this 
for as long as it feels comfortable, 
especially if you find yourself to 
be an anxious flyer.
 7.Figure 4 stretch. This 
is a great one for stretching the 
hips, but the only problem is 
sometimes there is not enough 
room in your seat. If there is 
room, cross your right ankle over 
your left knee and sit tall. You 
should feel the stretch in your 
right hip. If there isn’t enough 
room on the flight, remember to 
practice this one when you land. 
Your hips will thank you. Make 
sure to go stretch the other side.
 8.Reading, watching 
movies, sleeping, listening to 
music and dreaming about your 

destination, or arriving home, 
will help the time pass, and with 
a relaxed state of mind, you’ll 
arrive ready to enjoy your next 
adventure.
 Conni Ponturo is 
the owner of Absolute Pilates 
Upstairs in Woodland Hills. 
She is a leading authority in the 
field	 of	 pain-free	 living,	 which	
includes the power of creating 
a harmonious connection of 
mindset, emotions, and body. She 
can be reached at 818-226-0695.
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Burbank | Calabasas  
Encino | North Hollywood  
Porter Ranch | West Hills 
Woodland Hills

To book an appointment or learn  
more, call 310-878-6769 or visit  
uclahealth.org/san-fernando-valley

 Care, for life
World-class health care, close to home

UCLA-SanFernandoValley P&SCare 10x7 FINAL.indd   1UCLA-SanFernandoValley P&SCare 10x7 FINAL.indd   1 2022-03-29   11:07 AM2022-03-29   11:07 AM

Homelessness has long been 
a much-discussed topic in the San 
Fernando Valley but did you know 
that it extends to our four-legged 
friends as well? In a brand-new 
documentary entitled Crazy Cat 
Lady, the issue of homelessness 
is centered on the approximately 
three million feral cats that 
roam Los Angeles. Through the 
lens of various individuals who 
have dedicated their time and 
resources to mitigate this crisis, 
viewers get an insight into the 
sacrifices it takes to control 
an ever-growing population. 
Thanks to an injunction placed 
on TNR (the method of trapping, 
neutering and returning feral 
cats), no city funds or employees 
can be involved in aiding the 
situation. Thus, the volunteer 
work from many who partake in 
this in their spare time, is crucial.

Director Garrett Clancy, 
owner of six cats himself, said, 
“This is a world we were already 
peripherally attached to…I started 
a slightly different film and then 
refocused direction to center on 
the cat crisis in the city.”

It’s an overwhelming situation 
being handled by extraordinary 
individuals who aren’t paid 
professionals, but simply 

passionate about helping 
a population in such 
dire need of assistance. 
The film stars Battlestar 
Galactica and Lucifer 
actor Tricia Helfer, along 
with famed animal rights 
activist and philanthropist, 
Ady Gil, and FixNation 
Organization Co-Founder 
and Director, Karn 
Myers. Also featured are 
citizen volunteers Jacquie 
Navratil, Esmeralda 
Alvarez, Drew Weidhaas 
and Donna Simms.

Crazy Cat Lady the 
title an ironic nod to the 
typecast, is Clancy’s 
attempt to deconstruct 
the stereotype that most 
associate with being a 
crazy cat lady. Rather, 
it’s about individuals of 
all genders who certainly 
have a love of cats, but 
a lso a desire to help a 
population that can’t help 
themselves. They utilize their 
own time, money and resources to 
try and bring order to a disorderly 
situation.

Having appeared at 26 film 
festivals thus far, Crazy Cat Lady 
has won awards such as Best 

D o c u m e n t a r y 
(Golden Gate 
International Film 
Festival, The Oaks 
FF, and Indo-
Global Intl. FF), 
Best Director at 
the Malta Film 
Festival, and 
Best Producer at 
both Barcelona 
International FF 
and Madrid Art 
FF. Audiences 
will get the 
chance to stream 
the documentary 
when it debuts 
June 21 on 
Amazon Prime 
and iTunes. 
Plus, a portion 

of each download will also be 
donated to charities assisting in 
cat rescue such as FixNation!

Crazy Cat Lady serves as an 
important insight into an often-
overlooked issue affecting more 
communities than one might 
think. 

Clancy stresses, “You 
don’t have to be a fanatical cat 
or animal lover to witness the 
injustice, neglect and greed that 
envelopes our communities.” 
This documentary is not only for 
the crazy cat lovers out there, but 
for those willing to lend a helping 
hand to underserved populations 
crying (or in this case meowing) 
out for help.

To pre-order the documentary 
and learn more about Crazy Cat 
Lady, visit crazycatladyfilm.com.

"Crazy Cat Lady" Pounces onto Streaming Platforms

There are three million feral cats 

in  Los Angeles...

The film is about those who have a 

love of cats and a desire to help a 

population that can’t help itself. 
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WEDNESDAYS 

1 to 5 PM
             April 20, May 11, June 29 

SATURDAYS 
10 AM to 1 PM

APRIL 30, MAY 21, JUNE 18

RSVP BY CALLING 818.349.0600
BOTOX IS $11 A UNIT

18350 Roscoe Blvd., Suite 318
Northridge CA 91325

BOTOX DAYS

A SPECIAL BOTOX Cosmetic Day
818.349.0600

WEDNESDAYS
1 to 5 PM
June 29

SATURDAYS
10 AM to 1 PM 

June 18

 
                                                                                                           
 

 
 
 

               The GELB Charitable Foundation is accepting  
           Scholarship Applications for 2022  

   
   
   

 
 
  

 
 

Download an application at www.gelbgroup.net/community 
     Or email your request for an application to scholarships@gelbgroup.net      

Gelb Charitable Foundation 6200 Canoga Ave., Suite 201 Woodland Hills, CA 91367 818-377-2277 

  SCHOLARSHIP CONSIDERATION BASED UPON 
• Student’s Financial Need 
• Community Involvement 
• Completed Application 

$1,000 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
* University, College or Trade School  must be located in the San Fernando Valley 

2022  High School Seniors & 
 Current *College Students  

Application Deadline 
July 1, 2022 

Granada Hills Pharmacy Celebrates 45!

While the REAL ID deadline 
was pushed during the pandemic, 
Californians now have a little 
less than a year to apply, before 
enforcement of the new ID goes 
into effect May 3, 2023.

To avoid delays or long 
waiting times, the California 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
is urging residents to apply 
sooner rather than later. While 
not necessarily mandatory, 
those traveling nationally are 
encouraged to update their ID 
so they won’t have a need to 
bring their passports with them 
while flying. REAL IDs are not 
only available at DMVs, but also 
various AAA locations.

Although you are updating 
a current identification card, 
you cannot simple renew your 
information. Rather, you have to 
bring various documents to prove 
your identity to successfully 
acquire a REAL ID.

First, you’ll need one of the 
following identity documents:

Valid U.S. passport, birth 
certificate, U.S. certificate or 
consular report of birth abroad, 

certificate of naturalization 
or citizenship, valid and 
unexpired Permanent Resident 
Card, unexpired employment 
authorization document (EAD) 
Card (I-766) or valid/expired 
EAD Card with Notice of Action 
(I-797 C), unexpired Permanent 
Resident Card or valid/expired 
Permanent Resident Card with 
Notice of Action (I-797 C) 
or Approval Notice (I-797), 
unexpired foreign passport 
stamped “Processed for I-551” or 
documents reflecting Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) benefit 
eligibility.

Second, you’ll need proof of 
your Social Security number by 
providing either a Social Security 
card, W-2 form, SSA-1099 form, 
Non-SSA-1099 form or pay stub.

Third, you’ll need 
two documents proving 
California residency.

Once you have the required 
documents, you’ll need to make 
an appointment online through 
the DMV website, which will also 
allow you to upload the pertinent 
documents. 

Knollwood pharmacists Iman  and 

Mil Tousson, above. The large line of 

homeopathic remedies at Merit at left, 

and Merit’s specialist Aimee Stein, below.

It’s one of Granada Hills’ stalwart businesses. 
Knollwood Pharmacy has been family owned for 
over 45 years. 

On June 30 from 11 am to 2 pm Knollwood 
Pharmacy and Merit Homeopathy will celebrate 
that anniversary with an open house.

Current owners and co-pharmacists, husband 
and wife Mil and Iman Tousson, offer all 
pharmacy services and a lot more. They are also 
a compounding pharmacy and carry durable 
medical equipment. There’s even a small post 
office located inside the building! The emphasis 
is always on service, and Knollwood  accepts all 
insurance, and 
also delivers! 

Inside the 
pharmacy is 
Merit Home-
opathy, offering 
the valley’s 
largest selection 
of homeopathic 
and nutritional 
items, including 
oils, herbs, 
v i t a m i n s , e a r 
candles, bach flowers and natural 
medicines.

Merit’s expert Aimee Stein, who brings 
40 years knowledge about homeopathy to 
the practice, says that they will always 
order what you need, or will find it for 
your nearby. “Our goal is to help you with 
your health and nutrition,” she told Valley 
News Group. “And if we don’t carry it 
we’ll make sure to find a way to get it to 
you.”

Merit offers regular specials and 
discount cards, and will be starting health 
lectures soon. 

The open house will feature 
demonstrations from Boiron, Erwin 
Naturals, Standard Process and Natural 
Factors, as well as talks from doctors, 
chiropractors and other health care 
professionals.

 Merit will be offering a 10% discount 
on June 30 during the open house. 
Trader Joe’s donated water for the 
event, which also features a raffle for 

several  specialty gift baskets.
Knollwood Pharmacy 

is located at 16911 
San Fernando Mission 
Boulevard. Phone (818) 
363-8107 for prescriptions 
and more information.

To reach Merit phone (818) 
831-1727.

The pharmacy is open 
9 am to 7 pm Monday 

to Friday, 10 am to 6 pm 
Saturday, and closed Sunday. 

The post office is open 
Monday to Friday 9 am to 
12:30 pm and 1:30 to 5:30 pm. 
Saturdays it is open  10 am to 
2 pm.  

Check out the open house 
June 30 and find out all about 
this long-time neighborhood 
treasure! 

REAL ID Deadline Approaching
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Download an application at www.gelbgroup.net/community 
     Or email your request for an application to scholarships@gelbgroup.net      

Gelb Charitable Foundation 6200 Canoga Ave., Suite 201 Woodland Hills, CA 91367 818-377-2277 
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$1,000 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
* University, College or Trade School  must be located in the San Fernando Valley 
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Application Deadline 
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Members from the National 
Charity League, Inc., San 
Fernando Valley Chapter (NCL, 
Inc.), gathered at the Four 
Seasons Hotel-Westlake Village 
for the annual Mother-Daughter 
Promenade Tea, to acknowledge 
overall time contributed to 
serving NCL’s mission and its 
commitment to community 
service, leadership development 
and cultural experiences.

The San Fernando Valley 
Chapter debutantes being 
presented at the November 26 
2022, 56th Charity Ball at the 

Four Seasons–Beverly Wilshire 
are: Miss Ava Browne, Miss 
Piper Dobson, Miss Faith Gideon, 
Miss Katelyn Hamilton, Miss 

Ashley Kaloustian, Miss Avonley 
Kliewer, Miss Saree Leifer, Miss 
Ava Mesghali, Miss Jennifer 
Moraly, Miss Jordan Norris, 
Miss Neyha Parmar, Miss Emily  
Salz, Miss Sophia Schall, Miss 

Beware of Reinfections Before 
COVID Runs Its Course

By Janey M. Rifkin
Apparently, not everything 

we learn from Mom and Dad 
and medical researchers is true. 
So, after two and a half years 
of pandemic life, we should be 
getting used to changes.

Current statistics show that 
reinfections of COVID-19 turned 
the medical tables on survivors 
of a case of the disease. Since the 
arrival of the Omicron outbreak, 
survivors of a bout, especially 
unvaccinated folk, were more 
likely to be reinfected between 
July 2020 and April 2022.

Originally, this world of 
ours, dealing with a brand new 
version of contagious disease, 
learned that reinfections can and 
are happening - and the next 
scary news is that reinfections 
can happen within less than 

(originally believed) three 
months. In less than 90 days, 
the body’s immune defenses 
typically strengthen after an 
infection, then wane.

There is also preliminary 
evidence (a study that hasn’t been 
peer reviewed), that reinfections 
of different subvariants of 
Omicron are rare but do take 
place. All cases can be severe 
the second time around. New 
variants have been discovered 
and a new surge of cases, 
hospitalizations, and deaths 
stress the urgency for everyone 
to be vaccinated, boosted, and 
back in the life-saving pandemic 
pattern for safety with face 
masks and other protections.

Janey Rifkin is a syndicated 
writer and longtime Health 
Editor of the Valley News Group.

Debs Support Local Philanthropies
Camryn Smaul, Miss Kearston 
Stepenosky, Miss Celia Vaughn, 
Miss Rylee Vizvary, and Miss 
Clare Williams.  

Philanthropies supported by 
the San Fernando Valley Chapter 
include West Valley Food Pantry, 
Motion Picture & Television 
Fund, Guide Dogs of America, 
West Valley Boys and Girls 
Club, American Cancer Society 
Discovery Shops, Operation 
Gratitude, New Horizons, 
ONEgeneration, Special 
Olympics Tri-Valley, and My 
Stuff Bags Foundation.

NCL’s mission is commitment 
to community services 
leadership development and 
cultural experiences.
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By Tim Gaspar
It has all the trappings of 

a true Hollywood drama. The 
mudslinging, adultery, movie 
contracts, dirty sheets (ewww) 
and homeowners insurance. 

Homeowners insurance? 
What does homeowners insurance 
have to do with the Amber Heard 
trial? Amber Heard is broke. 
Guess who is paying her legal 
fees? Any good homeowners 
insurance policy includes 
coverage for personal injury 
which covers a number of items 
including libel, slander, false 
arrest, invasion of privacy, etc. 

The policy won’t protect 

Amber Heard’s Homeowners  Insurance 
Paid  Her Legal Fees

you from intentional acts so you 
can’t buy a home policy and then 
intentionally slander someone 
but many policies have a “duty 
to defend” provision where the 
carrier will promise to defend you 
if such allegations are alleged. 

In Heard’s case the Travelers 
paid for her second round of 
attorneys but won’t be paying 
the judgment from last week. I 
say “second round” of attorneys 
because the insurance company 

will use their attorneys, who are 
usually very good but not the 
marquee Hollywood names you 
see in print all the time -  which 
Amber started with.

There is a common 
misconception that a homeowners 
insurance policy only covers fire, 
or maybe fire and burglary. A good 
home insurance policy covers 
a variety of physical damage 
issues including fire, smoke, 
wind, vandalism, collapse, etc 
but also liability coverage of all 
kinds (liability insurance is what 
kicks in when you get sued), 
cyber coverage if your computer 

Johnny Depp Amber Heard

or wifi gets hacked, equipment 
breakdown when your smart 
home system is on the fritz and 
much more. 

Remember O.J.’s civil trial? 
O.J.’s home insurance covered the 
defense costs on that. Remember 
Bernie Madhoff? There are 
home insurance policies that will 
actually cover victims of those 
types of schemes. 

Probably most importantly, 
is your child on social media? 

Maybe they repeated some gossip 
they heard about another student? 
That’s one of the leading causes 
of liability claims for families.

Understanding your 
insurance isn’t easy. There is lots 
of legalize, pages of confusing 
often contradictory language, 
etc. Ask your agent what your 
policy covers and what additional 
coverage might be available.

Tim Gaspar is the owner of 
Gaspar Insurance in Woodland 
Hills and Simi Valley. He also has 
offices	in	Arizona	and	New	Jersey.	
To reach Gaspar call (866) 624-
4012 or visit gasparinsurane.com. 

A true Hollywood drama... The mudslinging, adultery, movie 
contracts, dirty sheets and homeowners insurance. 

Where Membership Matters

√ Touch Base Tuesdays
√ Link Luncheons
√ Chamber Board Meetings
√ Ribbon Cuttings & Networking

Join Today! Call 818.341.2428

      REAL ESTATE 
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      REAL ESTATE 

Cindy Royall Libonati
REALTOR®

DRE#00582036

M: 818.421.4468

Cindy.Libonati@Sothebys.Realty

Connected throughout 
Southern California.

Proudly Serving the Valley. 

© 2022 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently 
owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. This material is based upon information which we consider reliable but because it has been supplied by third parties, we 
cannot represent that it is accurate or complete and it should not be relied upon as such. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. If your property 
is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Encino & Calabasas Brokerages

Your local, experienced Realtors®, serving the San 
Fernando Valley, Conejo and Simi Valleys, and I am 
also connected throughout the US and neighboring 

Canada with professional Realtors® if you are 
thinking about making a move out of the area. 

Serving my real estate clients since 1976.
I’m never too busy for you or your referrals.

By Cindy Royall Libonati
I sure don’t have a crystal 

ball, but I do have some thoughts 
about our real estate market based 
on many years of being a Realtor 
here.  

I think that many homeowners 
who may have thought about 
moving and were able to refinance 
with a 2.5%-3% interest rate over 
the last year or so, may be re-
thinking their decision to list their 
home and make a move at this 
time.  This will further impact the 
inventory available, and we are 
already in short supply.

I anticipate that the number of 
sales may decrease as only those 
with a true need to sell will list 
their homes for sale and venture 
out into this market as a buyer.  
Prices may adjust slightly, or not 
at all - the demand is still high, 
and the inventory is still low.  I 
think listings will come from 
those who need a larger space or 
are moving out of their parents’ 
home and need a workspace in 
their own home. Other reasons 
to move include a death, 
marriage, merging households, 
divorce, a work transfer out of 
the area, downsizing or needing 
larger space. Even deciding to 
move closer to work due to the 
increase in gas prices could be 
a reason.  And there is still not 
enough housing available to 
accommodate all of these.

If someone loses their job or 
the ability to pay their mortgage, 
unlike during the recession of 
2007-2009 with short-sales and 
foreclosures, now homeowners 
have equity and a vested interest 
in their home, and I don’t believe 
they will walk away.  If they just 
can’t make ends meet, I believe 
they would sell, take the money 
and move out of the area.

Where is the Real Estate Market Going?

If you are considering making 
a move either as a buyer or a 
seller, I would recommend not 
sitting on the sideline. 

I also would caution any seller 
to be realistic in pricing if you are 
listing your home for sale.  We 
are still seeing  multiple offers, 
three to five is more common 
than 20, but still happening. 

Hire a professional Realtor 
to represent you and guide 
you and listen to them.  If 
you’re a buyer and you’re 
waiting for prices to come 
down, I wouldn’t recommend 
that strategy.  Rents are rising 
and are also in short supply.  
Homeownership is the basis for 
wealth and creates such amazing 
memories and a sense of security.

Cindy Royall Libonati is 
a Realtor® with Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Encino/ 
Calabasas Brokerage. She can 
be reached at cindyagent@aol. 
com or 818.421.4468. DRE# 
00582036/

We are still seeing  multiple 
offers, three to five is more 
common than 20, but still 
happening. 

-Cindy Royall Libonati

Happy Birthday Coach Hattie! 
Legendary Chatsworth High coach Chuck Hatfield reached his 100th 

birthday this week with generations of baseball players celebrating 
with him. Over 50 community members and leaders, some who flew 
in from out of state, gathered to honor the coach who is “loved by 
everybody.” He started coaching at Chatsworth in 1993, when he 
was 72 years old.  “There’s kids here who he coached way back from 
Sylmar to Chatsworth, “said ChatswortwoCoach Rennpferd. “He’s a 
grandfather to everybody.” In his honor Chatsworth High retired his 
jersey and Councilman John Lee’s office presented him a certificate.  

The band shell at the Lou Bredlow Pavilion in Warner Park will be 
dedicated to the late Nora Ross, at right, a Granada Hills resident and the 
Valley Cultural Foundation’s late CEO.

Ross passed away  this past March, and Councilman Bob Blumenfield 
proposed naming the band shell after her, acknowledging her nine years 
with the organization and especially her efforts to continue programming 
during the pandemic. 

The dedication will take place on Sunday, June 26, at 5 pm, before the  
concert at the park. Warner Park is located at  5800 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
in Woodland Hills.

Warner Park Band Shell to be Named for Granada Hills Resident

Bandshell photo by Jay Ross

at the Lou Bredlow Pavilion
in Warner Center Park
as we name the bandshell
in honor of Nora Ross

Sunday, June 26, 2022 · 5:00 PM
 5800 Topanga Canyon Blvd · Woodland Hills
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Compare these L.A. Area  
rates with your plan!

Age Plan G Plan G EXTRA

65* $121 $135

67 $163 $177

69 $187 $202

71 $211 $226

73 $223 $237

75 $263 $277

77 $295 $310

79 $325 $339

81 $357 $371

83 $386 $400

85 & OVER $412 $426

Additional couples discount of 7% available if enrolled in identical plan. 

*Age 65 shows “new to Medicare” discount of $25 for 12 months.

GUARANTEED ISSUE FROM:
a ANY MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN
a ANY MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HMO PLAN
a JUST ENROLLED IN MEDICARE PART A & B

WHAT’S AN UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY? 
If you live in California and have Medicare 
Part A and B, you are guaranteed 
acceptance. No health questions.  
You may have a 6 month waiting period  
for pre-existing conditions.

Plan G Extra includes the following extras (not 
covered by Medicare), using network providers:

a SILVER SNEAKERS – free gym network membership 

a VISION BENEFITS – exam, eyewear allowance

a HEARING BENEFITS –  
 annual exam + hearing aid discounted pricing

a OVER THE COUNTER ALLOWANCE – $100 per quarter

*Underwriting Holiday rates only available for those new to Blue Shield.

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
“What’s the difference between Plan F and G?” 
With Plan F you have no deductibles.  
With Plan G you are responsible for the  
Part B deducible ($233 in 2022).  
NO OTHER DIFFERENCES.  SAME NETWORK  
(Any provider that accepts Medicare.) 

“Are the core health benefits the same  
as on my current plan F?” 
YES! IDENTICAL BENEFITS. SAME NETWORK 

“Will my doctor accept this plan?”
The provider network is identical to any other 
Medicare supplement plan — any provider that 
is “contracted with Medicare” anywhere in the 
USA should accept this plan.

Call us at 818-888-0880 
www.pdinsure.com2002-2021

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 20 years 
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2021!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE   #0M47932

CHECK OUT 
THE BLUE SHIELD

UNDERWRITING
HOLIDAY!

CHRISTMAS
IN

BLUE SHIELD 
UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY* 
Big News for People on 
Medicare that need a 
Medicare supplement plan 

OFFER ENDS AUGUST 31.

July!


