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 A local Encino man in his 60s, Dennis Franks, died 
this past Sunday after an enormous tree collapsed onto his two-
story home. The man was in his upstairs office when the crash 
occurred and the other occupants, who were on the lower level, 
escaped unharmed. The home has since been red-tagged and 
will most likely be demolished due to the extent of the damage. 
While the neighborhood experienced fierce winds day prior, they 
had settled by the time the tree was uprooted. Los Angeles Fire 
Department Captain Cody Weireter said, “I’ve never experienced 
anything like this … You’re looking at well over 100,000 pounds 
of a tree falling onto a home in the middle of the night. Franks 
was an attorney and adjunct college professor who taught locally. 

Encino Man Dies After 100,000 Pound
Tree Falls on Home

The Shops at Sportsmen’s Lodge Now 
Officially Open

 The Shops at Sportsmen’s Lodge is now officially open 
for business!  The center, which is now at full capacity, boasts 
a varied list of retail and dining establishments including the 
high-end grocery store Erewhon. In celebration, The Shops at 
Sportsmen’s Lodge will hold an official grand opening for locals 
on Thursday, December 9, from 3 to 7 pm. An official ribbon-
cutting ceremony will take place, then guests will be invited 
to explore the new shopping center as Jonathan Rosales from 
RedShow DJs spins music for the crowd. The holidays are well 
underway so why not check a few names off your shopping list 
and support the community’s newest center? For a full list of 
retailers, visit shopatsportsmenslodge.com.

 An advisory panel for the Food and Drug Administration 
recently voted to recommended Merck’s experimental pill, 
molnupiravir, to treat COVID-19 for emergency use. This will 
be the first authorized oral drug to combat the virus. The panel 
voted 13-10 to allow use in adults with mild symptoms who 
are at risk for severe disease or hospitalization. The medication 
would be prescribed by a physician and then available for pick 
up at pharmacies for at-home treatment. If the FDA follows the 
decision of their advisory board, the pill could be greenlit for 
consumer use.

FDA Advisory Panel Votes in Favor of 
Merk’s Oral COVID-19 Pill

Spark of Love Ignites Holiday 
Music Festival 

 This holiday season 
you’re invited to attend a festive 
outdoor event that’s perfect for the 
whole family. The Valley Cultural 
Foundation, sponsored by ABC 7, 
presents a Holiday Arts & Music 
Festival on Saturday, December 
4, from 3 to 8 pm.
 Come down and enjoy 
the free activities that include 
pictures with Santa, arts and 
crafts, live performances and a 
snow area where kids can play.
 Guests are encouraged 
to bring an unwrapped toy as a 
part of ABC 7’s  Annual Spark 
of Love Toy Drive and attendees 
can finish up their last minute 
holiday shopping and support 
local businesses at 
the same time.
 A variety 
of food trucks will 
also be available. 
Vendor applications 
are now online at 
valleycultural.org/
conce r t s_even t s /
hol iday-ar ts-and-
music-festival/.
 The Holiday 
Arts & Music 
Festival is sponsored 
by Councilman 
Bob Blumenfield, 
Amazon, Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association, 
Gaspar Insurance Services, 
Beating Wall Street, ABC7 Spark 
of Love, Boys and Girls Club of 
the West Valley, Joanne Littman, 
Keller William World Class (That 
Girl Realty) and Guild Mortgage.
 Valley Cultural 
Foundation is working to comply 
with all agencies to assure a safe 
COVID event and will comply 
with all COVID instructions that 
are based on LA County Health 
Orders at the time of the event.
 Event information can 
be found at www.valleycultural.
org, or by calling the hotline at 
(818) 888-0822.

The 
holiday 
music 
festival
Saturday 
at Warner 
Park
will 
feature
live music, 
snow and 
a Spark of 
Love toy 
drive.

State Water Project Sends 
0% to Region - Conserve! 

 DWP is urging 
significant water use reductions 
by their customers after the 
California Department of Water 
Resources (CADWR) announced 
a 0% initial allocation from the 
State Water Project (SWP) for the 
upcoming year. 
 The December 1 
announcement comes amid 
worsening drought conditions 
throughout the state.
 “We want to stress 
to our residents, businesses 

large and small, and industrial 
customers, the dire situation we 
are now facing as a result of two 
consecutive dry years, and that 
by further conserving water now, 
they can make a big difference,” 
said Anselmo Collins, the head of 
the LADWP’s Water System.
 The DWP urges 
customers to follow the Water 
Conservation Ordinance by 
limiting plant watering to three 
days a week and limiting cycles 
to up to eight minutes per station.
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 * Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel invites the community to a 
special Drive-Thru Open House and Toy Drive on Tuesday, December 
14, from 3:30 to 6:30 pm. This event will be a great opportunity to 
safely discuss local and state issues while supporting families in need 
within the community. Mask up and bring unwrapped, new toys to the 
West Valley Food Pantry at 5700 Rudnick Ave. in Woodland Hills.

 * Healing Arts San Fernando Valley will be hosting a Tarzana 
Holiday Marketplace at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center 
on Sunday, December 12, from 10 am to 4 pm. This outdoor event will 
have festivities for the whole family including holiday shopping, visits 
with Santa, food and a toy and food drive. This free event will take 
place at 19130 Ventura Blvd. For more info, visit HealingArtsSFV.
com.

 * Encino Courtyard, along with participating retailers and 
restaurants, will pair up with local nonprofits to decorate holiday 
trees which will be on display at the main entrance. The community is 
encouraged to vote for the favorite tree via text. The tree with the most 
votes will receive $1,000 donated on behalf of Encino Courtyard to the 
participating nonprofit. Second and third place nonprofits will receive 
$500 donation each.

 *Registration is now open for Encino Community Center’s 
Winter Camp, running from December 20 to January 7. Spots fill up 
quickly! Reserve yours today by visiting laparks.org/reccenter/encino-
community.

 * Join the West Valley Warner Center Chamber for their 
December holiday party on Wednesday, December 15, at 5:30 pm. 
Hosted by the Warner Center Marriott, the party will also include a 
holiday boutique to get some shopping done! This event is free for 
chamber members and $15 for any one-time trial guests. The Chamber 
will also be accepting non-perishable and unwrapped toys for donation. 
RSVP is required by Tuesday, December 14. Visit woodlandhillscc.
net. for more information.

 * The Encino Neighborhood Council will be holding their   
General Board Meeting on Wednesday, December 8, from 7 to 9 pm. 
For more info, visit Encinonc.org.

 * A Faery Hunt makes its return to Los Encinos State 
Historic Park on Saturday, December 11, at 10:30 am. These shows 
are interactive, immersive performances designed for young audiences 
and families to inspire imaginations. On this magical adventure you’ll 
meet faeries and funny creatures, maybe even Faery Royalty! Tickets 
can be purchased by calling 818-324-6802, emailing reservations@ 
afaeryhunt.com or visiting stores.afaeryhunt.com/store-catalog.

 * Join the Encino Tarzana Library every Tuesday at 11:30 am 
via Zoom for a relaxing yoga class. You can use a yoga mat or towel. 
Dress comfortably, relax, stretch and enjoy! Please email jjones@lapl.
org for access to the program.

PO Box 268
Canoga Park, CA 91305

Canogapark64@yahoo.com

Specializing in
- Commercial Office Cleaning
- Apartment Clear Out & Clean Up

Robert Muñoz
Owner 

Office: 818.340.3968           Free Estimates      Mobile: 661.209.6561
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 * If love is blind, how can it also be found at first sight? In 
the same vein, can the world truly be your oyster if you’re allergic to 
shellfish?

 * Words of wisdom to keep in the back of your mind:
 - When you are alone, mind your thoughts
 - When you are with friends, mind your tongue
 - When you are angry, mind your temper
 - When you are with a group, mind your behavior
 - When you are in trouble, mind your emotions
 - When the world blesses you, mind your ego.

 * The preacher came to call on one of his delinquent members 
one day. The preacher said at his age he should be attending church and 
thinking of the hereafter. Replied the older man, “Oh, I do that all the 
time. No matter where I am, in the garage, upstairs, in the yard...I ask 
myself, ‘Now what am I here after?’”

 * Can you guess what Merriam-Webster chose as their “word 
of the year?” Well...no surprise to anyone, the chosen word is vaccine!

 * Michelle Goldwater sends this in about the pastor who needed 
a raise as his wife was having a baby. The sympathetic congregation 
agreed to give him a raise every time his family expanded. After 
six children it began to get expensive and the congregation started 
bickering. The pastor told them, “Children are a gift from God and we 
will take as many gifts as he gives us.” Silence fell, and in the back pew 
a little old lady finally said in her frail voice, “Rain is also a gift from 
God, but when we get too much of it, we wear rubbers.”

 * Martin Kane was curious how “Christmas” became 
“Xmas.” He discovered that actually, the X in Xmas is the Greek letter 
Chi, which was a common abbreviation of Kristos, Christ’s name.  The 
American Heritage English Dictionary does have the following usage 
note: The abbreviation Xmas has been used for hundreds of years. 
In modern use it is considered informal and appropriate only in such 
commercial contexts as advertisements and signs. Now you know!

  The Levine family is now smaller by one. Their 
beloved Larry passed away peacefully in his sleep Tuesday 
morning, November 23. He is survived by his children 
Leslie and Umberto Gibin, Michael and Jennifer Levine, 
his grandchildren, Shayna, Alex, Haley, Jason and Ryan, his 
brother and business partner Dennis Levine and sister-in-
laws Anne Betti and Sheila Dubin. He is also survived by his 
great-grandchildren Audrey Leila, Hunter and Jackson. Larry 
was born on August 2nd, 1931 to Monty and Libby Levine. 
He played high school football, college football, and got to 
play during his service in the U.S. Navy. After the Navy, he 
went to work in the family restaurant, Monty’s Steakhouse in 
Pasadena est. 1940. Larry met his wife Bobbi on a blind date 
in 1957 and proposed that day. They married in 1957 and were 

together for 62 years. Monty’s in Encino was established the year they married. Larry ran successful 
restaurants in the valley until the day he passed away. He was a master chef, well-respected restaurateur 
and wine connoisseur. Throughout his life, Larry had many hobbies and passions, all of which he pursued 
to the fullest. He was a screen actor, team roper, tennis player, hunter, golfer, bass fisherman, runner, and 
cyclist... just to name a few.
 Larry was involved with many charities including the AIDS bike ride, which he completed 18 
months after his open-heart surgery. He had a heart of gold and will be dearly missed by all who knew 
and loved him. A celebration of life will be held on Sunday, November 28, at 2 pm at Monty’s Steak 
House. In lieu of flowers, please consider supporting one of Larry’s favorite non-profits American Heart 
Association and Meals On Wheels of San Francisco.

WATER YOUR LAWN 3 DAYS A WEEK. 
8 minutes per station, before 9 am or after 4 pm

Addresses 
End in  

ODD
Addresses 

End in  

EVEN

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri SatSun

ladwp.com/conservationsquad 

MANDATORY WATER CONSERVATION IN EFFECT. 
LIMIT OUTDOOR WATERING TO 3 DAYS.

Here’s to a Happy, Healthy Holiday 
Season for All Our Readers!

Armenian Cultural Center Breaks 
Ground in Encino

 The Armenian Cultural Center will break ground this Saturday, December 4, for the construction 
of a local center that will be used to promote Armenian arts, education and language. 
 The land was granted by the City of LA on a 30-year lease for $1 a year. The Armenian Cultural 
Foundation (ACF) will fund the renovations of the Center. The lease will allow the ACF to provide a 
full spectrum of community-centered services and activities, including education, after-school programs, 
tutoring, senior and social services, recreational services, community meetings, and cultural affairs.
 The center is located at the old Firehouse 88 (5001 Balboa Blvd., Encino).

Encino 818-855-1082
17631 Ventura Blvd.

Mon- Fri 8am - 7pm | Sat 9am - 5pm 
Sun 10:30am - 3:30pm

www.TheUpsStore.com/7414

Stop Porch Pirates! 
Rent a Private Mailbox Today

Three Months FREE with 1 Year Agreement
(new box holders only)

NEW ENCINO LOCATION

The UPS Store
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BLUE SHIELD 
UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY 
Big News for People  
on Medicare that want 
to Make a Change 

OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 28.

a GUARANTEED ISSUE FROM ANY 
 MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN 

a GUARANTEED ISSUE FROM ANY 
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HMO PLAN 

If you live in California and have a Medicare 

supplement plan or a Medicare Advantage 

plan from any company, you are guaranteed 

acceptance. No health questions. They call it 

an “Underwriting Holiday”.

Plan G Extra includes the following extras  

(not covered by Medicare), using network providers:

a SILVER SNEAKERS – free gym network membership 

a VISION BENEFITS – exam, eyewear allowance

a HEARING BENEFITS – 

annual exam + hearing aid discounted pricing

a $100 per quarter in FREE Over the Counter Items 
(stuff you purchase every month)

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
“What’s the difference between Plan F and G?” 
With Plan F you have no deductibles.  
With Plan G you are responsible for the  
Part B deducible ($233 in 2022).  
NO OTHER DIFFERENCES.  SAME NETWORK 
(Any provider that accepts Medicare.) 

“Are the core health benefits the same 
as on my current plan F?” 
YES! IDENTICAL BENEFITS. SAME NETWORK 

“Will my doctor accept this plan?”
The provider network is identical to any other 
Medicare supplement plan — any provider that 
is “contracted with Medicare” anywhere in the 
USA should accept this plan.

BLUE SHIELD BRINGS YOU AN 
 UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY.
And, You Didn’t Get Them Anything...

Call us at 818-888-0880 
www.pdinsure.com2002-2021

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 20 years 
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2021!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE   #0M47932

Compare these L.A. Area 
rates with your plan!

Age Plan G Plan G EXTRA

65* $138 $152

67 $154 $168

69 $179 $193

71 $203 $217

73 $220 $234

75 $255 $269

77 $287 $301

79 $314 $328

81 $343 $357

83 $371 $385

85 & OVER $390 $404

Additional couples discount of 7% available if enrolled in identical plan. 
*Age 65 shows “new to Medicare” discount of $25 for 12 months.



Encino Enterprise, December 2, 2021, Page 5

PHONE 818.313.9545   FAX 818.302.1417 
Email: EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

22025 Ventura Blvd. #303 Woodland Hills CA 91364
www.valleynewsgroup.com

Facebook.com/valleynewsgroupwoodlandhills

Valley Vantage, Warner Center News, Las Virgenes Enterprise and Encino Enterprise 
are published weekly by Kathleen Sterling. Offices are located at  22025 Ventura 
Blvd. #303, Woodland Hills CA 91364. Phone 818.313.9545 / Fax 818.302.1417. 
Email valleynewsgroup@gmail.com. Website: www.valleynewsgroup.com. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those belonging to the article’s author and do not necessarily 
reflect the view of the Publisher or its advertisers. Submissions are welcome and must 
include name, address and phone. All submissions become the property of the Publisher. 
Valley Vantage is a legally adjudicated newspaper  of general circulation serving the 
County of Los Angeles by Superior Court Degree No. SFC 858.

PUBLISHER
Kathleen Sterling

EDITOR
Katie Sterling 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Connie Hein

BUSINESS EDITOR
Miri Rossitto

HEALTH EDITOR
Allie Priore

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD
Dan Brin

Joyce Fletcher
Martin Cooper
Rickey Gelb
Glen Kovacs

Brad Rosenheim
Miri Rossitto

Richard Sherman
Scott Silverstein

Molly Unger
John Walker

Diana Williams
Dennis Zine

REGISTER FOR A FREE DIGITAL 
SUBSCRIPTION!

Get the Paper Deliverd Directly to 
Your Inbox Bi-Monthly

Email us at EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 
and say

“Register Me”
Connect with Us on Social Media 

valleynewsgroup.com @ValleyNewsGroup

valleynewsgroupwoodlandhills

LOCAL NEWS

Letter to the Editor: 
Airport Noise News

 This past week two of 
our major elected representatives, 
Congressman Brad Sherman and 
City Council member Nithya 
Raman, had public sessions on 
Zoom calls where they took 
questions and talked about issues 
that affect our neighborhoods. 
Airport noise was never brought 
up.
 Of course, Sherman’s 
office selected questions in 
advance, they chose not to bring 
up airport issues that were sent 
in. The Congressman’s attitude 
regarding constant family 
disruptions caused by airport jet 
noise has changed dramatically 
over the years.
  Back in 2011, Sherman 
testified before the House Rules 
Committee urging support for 
legislation that would allow firm 
nighttime curfews at both Van 
Nuys and Bob Hope airports. 
Sherman told the committee that 
curfews will allow people to 
sleep between the hours of 10pm 
and 7am. ”It’s a local issue that 
will allow airports to do what 
they want to do.”

 That was rejected by the 
committee. The airport curfew 
at Van Nuys is  now voluntary 
which means that noisy jets 
are buzzing over our homes at 
all hours of the night and early 
morning. The airport curfew 
adopted is voluntary and ignored 
by a huge and growing number 
of operators such as private jet 
charter companies using the 
airport.
 Several years later, 
Sherman became captive of 
the operators who generate 
revenue from the airport when he 
proclaimed it could be renamed 
“Van Nuys International Airport.” 

 
 Since then it has become 
an international commercial 
hub. You can book a flight to 
anywhere in the world from Van 

Nuys International, and many 
privileged passengers are taking 
advantage of this exclusive 
service. Corporate officers and 
the Hollywood crowd routinely 
use Van Nuys Airport because 
it’s a lot more convenient than 
dealing with the crowds at LAX 
or Burbank.
 Also this week, City 
Council member Nithya Raman 
took some  tough questions on 
a Zoom call from members of 
the Sherman Oaks Homeowners 
Association. Airport noise was 
not brought up. Other matters 
such as homelessness, property 
crimes, and single-family-home-
zoning took up virtually all of the 
time.
 Airport noise activists 
are challenged just to get our 
issues on the public agenda. Two 
solid ideas worth pushing for 
involve enforcing a flight curfew 
from 10pm to 7am, and a ban 
on the noisiest jets which could 
be based just ten flying minutes 
away in the Lancaster Palmdale 
area.
 -Doug Kriegel

The airport curfew at Van Nuys 
is  now voluntary which means 
that noisy jets are buzzing over 
our homes at all hours of the 

night and early morning.

From the Desk of Assemblymember 
Jesse Gabriel:

How to Help Families in Need this 
Holiday Season

Friends, 
 In the spirit of the 
holiday season, our office is 

once again hosting a Toy Drive 
benefiting families in need in our 
community.
 To participate, please 
drop off a new, unwrapped toy (or 
several!) at the West Valley Food 
Pantry on December 14th. 
 Please note that this is a 
drive-thru event and COVID-19 
safety protocols will be enforced. 
Toys will be distributed at a later 
date to families in need. 
 Please RSVP at a45.
asmdc.org/events. 

Drive-Thru Toy Drive with Asm. 
Jesse Gabriel

December 14th — 3:30 - 6:30 PM 
West Valley Food Pantry at Prince 

of Peace Church 

5700 Rudnick Avenue
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

 
 2021 has been a difficult 
year for many, but our toy drive 
will help make the holidays a little 
brighter for some special kids and 
families in our community.
 Please contact our 
District Office at (818) 346-4521 
for additional information. We 
look forward to seeing you there!
 Your Neighbor, 

JESSE GABRIEL
Member of the California State 

Assembly, 45th District

The Encino Enterprise Publishes
the 1st and 3rd Thursday of Every Month 

Thanks for Reading!
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THE RIGHT EYES.
THE RIGHT MESSAGE.
THE RIGHT MOMENT.

COWE.COM

A Medicare Advantage plan that does more.

Paul Davis

Calling this number will connect you to a licensed independent insurance agent/broker.

Paul Davis Insurance Services is a licensed and certified representative of several 
Medicare Advantage [HMO, PPO and PPFS] organizations with Medicare contracts.

818-888-0880
paul@pdinsure.com
pdinsure.com

CA licensed since 1984

#0669770
#0M47932

Literacy Matters.
DONATE TO THE COOPER READING CHALLENGE

AND CHANGE A CHILD’S LIFE.
The Cooper Reading Challenge began 14 years ago to teach a love of reading to the children of 
the Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley.

Literacy is a cornerstone of a successful life and if children read books that interest them, they will 
be more likely to enjoy reading throughout their lives.

This is not a fundraising program – every cent goes to buying books for kids. In the past 14 years, 
hundreds of businesses and community leaders have donated to the Challenge, enabling more 
than 2,700 children to participate.

WWW.WVBGC.ORG •  (818)  610-1054

It’s easy to contribute! Go to www.wvbgc.org/cooper-reading-challenge. Click Donate.  
Scroll to the drop-down menu and choose Cooper Reading Challenge.

The Business of Gift Giving
By Miri Rossitto
 What is better than 
getting a great gift? GIVING 
a great gift! And right now is 
the perfect time to wrap up and 
deliver some much-needed cheer. 
Whether it’s a Christmas present, 
an end-of-year gift, or just a token 
of appreciation for a job well done, 
the real gift is the thoughtfulness 
behind the gesture. 
 So, while a gift card 
is nice, a handwritten note 

expressing your feelings is 
infinitely nicer. Even better than 
that? A personalized gift that 
shows the recipient that you 
know them and care. Match the 
gift to their hobbies, interests, or 
needs and always personalize the 
note. ALWAYS. Details matter! 
 The Cowe 
Communications team has 
created the 2021 Gift Giving 
Guide that is guaranteed to make 
everyone on your list happy. Trust 
us – we know what we are talking 
about. And I 
am pretty sure 
that there is a 
little something 
something for 
you too. Check 
it out! 
 
The Astra 
B i r t h s t o n e 
Signet Ring 
from Kingfisher 
Road is sure to 

brighten hands and 
hearts this season. 
It is big on bling 
and at only $62 is 
a must-have steal! 
If however a ring 
isn’t their thing, you 
can find everything 
from candles to 
coats and so much 
more at this local 
hot spot.  Kingfisher 
Road is located at 
21771 Ventura Blvd 
in Woodland Hills or 
call them at (818) 887-1687.
 For someone who loves 
their dogs to infinity and beyond, 
this Squirrel Plush Dog Toy 
from Healthy Spot at Westfield 
Topanga & The Village, is going 
to make them nuts! In the BEST 
way! Perfect for tug-o-war and 
perfect for snuggling, this little 
guy is just $19.95 and will be 
well loved. Want to add a few 
treats or some obedience training 
to that gift? Healthy Spot can 
do that! Find them online at 
HealthySpot.com or visit them 
at 6320 Topanga Canyon Blvd, 
Suite 1635. 
 Nothing says “Warm 
Greetings” like a cool 750 ml 
bottle of 1800 Cristalino Tequila 
from Tarzana Wine and Spirits. 
This $52.99 gift will not only 
bring the lucky sipper extra-
smooth mouthfeel and flavors 
of vanilla, caramel, and toasted 
wood, but it will also make you 
their favorite gift giver ALL 

season. On the off-chance tequila 
is not one of their favorite things, 
Tarzana Wine & Spirits has a 
crazy great collection of wines, 
beers, and spirits and their staff 
picks are always on point! Visit 

them at 18839 
Ventura Blvd.
 You might 
be thinking, 
“Socks Miri?” 
But these are 
not just ordinary 
socks! These 
Balega Blister 
Resist No Show 
Socks from 
Fleet Feet are 

mini miracles for all types of 
feet and they really do make 
great gifts. And the best part is 
that they are only $16 and come 
in so many fun colors – get 
some for everyone! And while 
you are at Fleet Feet you can 
check out their brilliant array of 

the best brands of 
athletic shoes and 
apparel. Find it all 
at 16545 Ventura 
Blvd.
 C e l e b r i t y 
sightings are no big 
thing in our neck of 
the woods because 
let’s face it, we are 
all celebrities here 
in this amazing 
community of 
ours. But the White 
Chocolate Coconut 
Bundt Cake from 
Doan’s Bakery is 

as famous as any cake can get 
thanks to Tom Cruise putting it 
on the map. Is it worth the hype? 
Yes. Is it a great gift? Yes. Do 
you need one too? YES! These 
cakes are $99 with free shipping 
on Goldbelly BUT for those of us 
who are lucky enough to live here 
locally, the cost is a tad different. 
(Also, I HIGHLY recommend 
their rocky road bars. And their 
cupcakes. And maybe a scone 
too…) Doans Bakery is located at 
22526 Ventura Blvd.  
 Miri Rossitto is CEO of 
Cowe Communications. 
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BUSINESS“Santa Claus is Coming to Town...” 
or Is He?

 The 818 Insider is 
bringing back the popular Valley 
Fest this December with a winter 
twist! 
 The Valley Winter Fest 
brings together some of the 
Valley’s most popular hidden 
gems featuring food, brewers, 
artists, creators and entertainers 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
December 4 and 5 from 4 to 9 pm.
 Valley Fest is a 
partnership with local Realtor 
and social media influence Nestor 
Aguilar, @the818insider, and 
Westfield Topanga & The Village, 
to bring an evening of great food, 
snow play, live entertainment and 
support for small businesses that 
sustained difficult losses during 
the pandemic. 
 CHP officers will be on 
hand to collect new, unwrapped 
toys - so bring a toy to donate to a 
good cause...and then have fun! 
 The event is open and 
free to the public who register 
through Eventbrite and is 
expected to attract over 10,000 
attendees.
 With a squad of 
prominent social media 
influencers, The 818 Insider has 
created a powerful movement 
that is making noise in the San 
Fernando Valley.
    “The Valley and its 
people inspire me,” says Aguilar. 
“I feel honored and grateful that 
Westfield would believe in my 
vision to bring the Valley together 
and give the small business 
community an opportunity to 
elevate one another.  There’s 
power in our numbers and our 

Westfield and The 818 Insider 
Host the Valley Winter Fest

number is 818.”
 The Valley Fest will take 
place at Westfield Promenade, at 
the corner of the lot at Topanga 
Canyon and Oxnard. Register at 
Eventbrite - Valley Winter Fest at  
Westfield Topanga. 
 Celebrate the season in 
the SoCal way!

By Janey M. Rifkin
 We take it for granted 
every year at Christmas time 
that there will be an event where 
Santa’s helpers are here in person, 
or virtually, to meet our children 
and take their wishes to real Santa 
at the North Pole before he starts 
his journey with the reindeer on 
Christmas Eve.
 So, what’s all this fuss 
about? According to Susan 
Mesco, who usually has about 
3,000 men in her Santa network, 
this year is like never before – 
Santas are in short supply. We’ve 
heard the labor market is sparse, 
it’s hard to find retail employees, 
restaurant workers, truck drivers, 
and oh, so many more, with 
Covid concerns and constraints 
on supply.
 Working Santas are 
capitalizing on their scarcity 
value. Ms. Mesco says working 

Santas are bumping up their 
hourly rates and packing their 
schedules. Cost varies by event, 
location, and date, she explained, 
with some of her Santas earning 
$80/hr. Her bookings include 
about 200 women since Mrs. 
Claus is increasingly getting solo 
bookings. This year she has fewer 
Santas overall.
 Covid concerns are still 
major for St. Nick’s helpers. 
Certain types of gigs where they 
might be at risk are limited. The 
jolly, bearded man in the red suit 
is in demand and especially this 

year, it is his privilege to accept or 
decline a job and he usually sets 
his own hourly fee. Oh, and folks, 
remember: Santa doesn’t work on 
Christmas Day.
 Janey Rifkin is a 
syndicated writer and longtime 
Health Editor.

BOOK NOW
818-701-5799

SPA SERVICES PERFORMED BY STUDENTS UNDER INSTRUCTOR SUPERVISION IN A TEACHING ENVIRONMENT
OFFER VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 23, 2021. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS.

SCHEDULE YOUR FACIAL TODAY

MENTION

WHEN YOU BOOK TO RECEIVE
VALLEY NEWS GROUP

Opening a New Business in 2022?
We Can Help Spread the Word!
Call 818.313.9545 or email

EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com
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BUSINESS

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $1Mil to lend on 

California Real Estate*

Want to Get this Paper Delivered by 
Email?

 

Visit valleynewsgroup.com to sign up
or email 

“Register Me” to
 encinoenterprise@gmail.com 

V I C A ’ S  7 2 N D

ANNUAL
MEETING
Friday, December 10, 2021
11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. at
The Garland

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  O N

EARLY BIRD TICKET: $100 
Reservations are due Friday, November 5  
Members: $150 ~ Non-Members: $200

To register or for more information,  
please contact Cathy@vica.com. 

SPONSORSHIPS 
For sponsorship opportunities, contact 
Shauna@vica.com or 818.817.0545.

End 2021 with a fun and festive luncheon featuring:

DAVID ADELMAN INSPIRATIONAL AWARD 
Timothy Gaspar, Gaspar Insurance Services

16TH ANNUAL PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
Pamela Marcello, Hollywood Burbank Airport

29TH ANNUAL HARMON BALLIN AWARD 
Mark Davis, Sun Hill Properties/Hilton Universal City

43RD ANNUAL ROBERT E. GIBSON CORPORATE AWARD

P R E S E N T I N G 
S P O N S O R S

C O - S P O N S O R S

A Message From the 

A Message From the 

By Pat Bates
 The Encino 
Neighborhood Council (ENC) 
began 2021 as it ended 2020,  
conducting all committee and 
general meetings on a virtual 
Zoom platform as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which 
was surging out of control.  
Nonetheless, the ENC continued 
fulfilling its mission to represent 
the community in its advisory 
role in the Los Angeles City 
municipal government.  We still 
do not know when in-person 
meetings will resume and have 
had various challenges due to the 
emergency restrictions.  
 We at the ENC are 
certainly grateful for the 
progress which has been made in 
prevention and treatment of the 
COVID-19 infection.  We wish 
for a healthy and safe New Year 
2022, with continued progress 
in both getting “back to normal” 
and picking and choosing lessons 
learned from coping with the 
pandemic to keep.
 A major Neighborhood 
Council event in 2021 for the 
ENC was its first election of 
representatives for all non-
appointed board seats in two 
years.  The election was entirely 
conducted by mail and despite 
some challenges with registration 
for both candidates and voters, 
it was generally a success.  
There were issues which will be 
addressed in future elections.    All 
of the ENC committees are active 
and we thank the commitment of 
board members and stakeholders 
alike.
 Neighborhood Councils 
provide a venue for presenting 
land use and many other 
issues to the community, for 
hearing public comment and 
evaluating such issues, and in 
the event of a majority vote by 

the board,  presenting findings 
to City officials, including the 
Mayor, City Council, and City 
Departments.  Such official 
position of a Neighborhood 
Council is delivered to the City 
in Community Impact Statements 
(CIS).  In the past year the ENC 
has filed a number of CISs with 
the City on issues as diverse 
as redistricting, City Planning 
Department policies, provision of 
trash receptacles and collection at 
encampments, and much more.  
The ENC has been actively 
working on the issue of airplane 
noise, which is a major concern 
to our community.  The ENC will 
continue providing these services 
and engage the community 
throughout the upcoming year.  

 In 2021 the ENC 
provided financial support for 
a local City project as well as 
non-profit groups and a local 
school.  Funds carried over 
from a prior fiscal year were 
used for Ventura Boulevard anti-
gridlock signs.  Neighborhood 
Purpose Grants were awarded 
to the LAFD foundation for 
Station 83 landscaping, Lanai 
Road Elementary School for a 
garden, and more.  A grant to 
Friends of the Los Angeles River 
was accompanied by the ENC’s 
participation in a series of four 
weekly cleanups in the  LA River 
and tributaries in our area.  Many 

tons of trash were removed by 
this project.  At the height of 
the pandemic the ENC provided  
lunch for our local LAFD Station 
83.
 As we approach 2022 
Encino faces various challenges.  
It is probable at this date that 
Encino (other than the Sepulveda 
Basin) will leave Los Angeles City 
Council District 5 and become 
the western-most community of 
San Fernando Valley-majority 
Council District 4. New 
relationships will be forged with 
our city council representatives.   
Most of the Sepulveda Basin 
will remain in Council District 6, 
including areas directly adjacent 
to our residential communities, 
which presents challenges to 
addressing issues affecting our 
community. It is still too early 
to tell where county, state and 
federal redistricting efforts will 
put Encino.   
 Upcoming major 
events which will impact Encino 
include the 2028 Olympics, and 
there are City planning updates 
in the works which will affect 
building density, requirements, 
and locations. Regional 
issues of habitat preservation, 
sustainability, transportation, 
housing and homelessness, 
health services (including mental 
health treatment and addiction 
facilities), education, and more 
will all impact Encino.  
 The ENC stands ready 
to hear the community’s concerns 
and represent them to the best of 
its ability.  It is an honor to be the 
president of the ENC and I thank 
the board and our community for 
their support. Best wishes to all 
for the winter holidays and the 
upcoming 2022 New Year.
 Pat Bates is President 
of the Encino Neighborhood 
Council. 

It is probable at this date 
that Encino (other than the 
Sepulveda Basin) will leave 

Los Angeles City Council 
District 5 and become the 

western-most community of 
San Fernando Valley-majority 

Council District 4.

By Gaill Pekelis
 As 2021 approaches 
its conclusion, I want to extend 
my appreciation to the Encino 
Chamber of Commerce 
members, the Board of 
Directors and community 
members for working together 
to open our business doors and 
move towards growth. 
 I want to offer my 
gratitude to Sue DuBrin, our 
past president, Diana Duenas, 
and Waltona Manion for their 
knowledge, support, guidance 
and most important, their sense of 
humor. I needed all of that to lead 
in a time of uncertainty.

 In 2020, businesses, 
schools and families were 
isolated, while our health care 
facilities struggled to keep us all 
healthy. In 2021, we just began 
to venture out and dare to believe 
that our healthcare, education, 
family life and businesses would 
normalize and even grow.

 The Encino Chamber of 
Commerce has been determined to 
meet the needs of  its community.  
We started in the first quarter of 
2021 with #ENCINOSTRONG 
honoring Dr Moshe Arditi from 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, 
Pastor April Belt, New Friend’s 

(contined to page 15)
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Attract Local Customers! 
Advertise With

 Valley News Group
Valley Vantage • Warner Center News 

Calabasas Enterprise •Encino Enterprise
Call 818.313.9545 

or email
EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

HEALTHHEALTH

Research suggests that treating hearing loss can reduce loneliness, 
delay cognitive delay, prevent brain fatigue and improve quality of life.  
Call to schedule a COMPLIMENTARY hearing evaluation. Don’t let 
your hearing loss go untreated.

Dr. Beverly D’Cunha
Doctor of Audiology

19801 Vanowen Street, Suite H  |  Winnetka, CA 91306
(818) 914-5077  |  www.performancehearingcenter.com

A new study indicates 
cognitive problems 
related to hearing loss 
may actually begin 
before hearing loss 
is detected. Early 
intervention is key to 
preserving cognitive 
function and maintaining 
quality of life. Questions about your 

insurance benefits?  
Call 818-914-5077.

Giving the Gift of Health
By Allie Priore
 Happy Holidays Encino! 
As we enter the festive season, 
I have begun to see various 
forms of “holiday gift guides” 
dropping seemingly 
everywhere. I 
thought it would be 
fun to do a “Holiday 
Health & Wellness 
Gift Guide” for those 
special loved ones 
in your life. I mean 
really, what gift could 
be better than that of 
the gift of health?  
 Health and 
wellness can mean 
different things to 
different people. You 
may have friends or 
family who are very 
active and live a fit 
lifestyle. For those people in 
your life, perhaps a gift card for 
classes at their favorite gym or 
studio could be a potential gift. 
Many smaller boutique studios 
run special packages during the 
holidays. Trust me when I say 
your friend or family will love 
you forever for gifting them 
fitness classes at their favorite 
spot. 

 
 If you have someone in 
your life who is very much into 
self-care perhaps a spa day may be 
a fun gift idea. Before panicking, 
I want to tell you how you do not 
need to break the bank to do this. 
There are other options available 
to you besides higher end spa 
locations like Burke Williams 

(although those are extremely 
generous gifts if you can!). The 
NOW Massage is a more cost-
effective massage or facial that 
makes a great gift. Their spaces 

are clean, the products are high 
quality, and the service is just 
lovely. There is a location in 
Studio City right on the boulevard 
and next to some cute shops and 
cafes. If your loved ones are not 
keen on massages or the spa, 
consider gifting them a mani/pedi 
or a hair salon service. Those 
are thoughtful and personalized 
gifts that will leave your loved 
one feeling extra fancy. After all, 
many of us don’t put our own self 
care first, so what a special treat 
to receive a gift that allows us to 
truly treat ourselves!
 Do you have a loved one 
that is obsessed with eating clean 
or perhaps looking to kick off the 
new year on a healthier regime? 
Consider stocking them up on 
their favorite multivitamins, 
probiotics, protein powders or 
whatever it is they love. 
 Creating a personalized 
gift basket is a fun way to grab 
multiple products to give at 
once. Perhaps you purchase a 
gift certificate for a massage but 

include a bath bomb or scented 
candle so the recipient can extend 
their spa day at home? 
 You could also look at 
a subscription service, which 

highlights the ease 
of convenience. 
Some brands have 
services that you 
could gift for three 
months, six months 
or a year supply. 
This also applies to 
the aforementioned 
spa idea! This is an 
awesome gift idea for 
the health conscious 
loved ones and they 
(and their wallet) will 
thank you.
 At some point 
our world forgot that 
what matters most 

at the holidays is being with 
those you love. We lost sight 
of what is really important and 
became obsessed with consumer 
goods and buying the “best” gift 
for our family and friends. The 
above list is less about the goods 
themselves but more about the 
people receiving them. All the 
above ideas aid a person’s health 
whether it be physical, mental, 
emotional or spiritual. They yield 
only positive results. 
 At the end of the day, all 
anyone ultimately hopes for and 
wants for their loved ones is to be 
happy, safe and healthy. Hope you 
have found some inspiration for 
your gift giving this year. Have 
a wonderful and happy holiday 
season Encino. See you in 2022!
 Allie Priore is a certified 
Pilates instructor. 

At the end of the day, all 
anyone ultimately hopes 
for and wants for their 

loved ones is to be happy, 
safe and healthy.

Health at the Library
 * Join the Encino Tarzana Library every Thursday at 11:30 
am for Yoga for Wellbeing with Shaina. This is a class via Zoom, so 
you’ll be comfortable flowing in your own space. Use a yoga mat or 
towel and dress comfortably to be able to move and stretch without 
constraint. Email jjones@lapl.org for access to the program.

 * Looking to instead shut your mind off a little? The West 
Valley Regional Library hosts Introduction to Meditation every Friday 
at 11 am. Pierce College lecturer Staci Mintz will lead this hour-long 
Zoom class to teach attendees meditation techniques to relax and settle 
your mind. Please email wvally@lapl.org for the Zoom meeting link.

 * Laughter is good for the soul and the Studio City Library 
wants to help you chuckle! Every Monday at 4 pm, join the library for 
Laughter Yoga. Certified laughter yoga instructor Barbara Molina will 
lead this 30-minute class. Enjoy the health benefits of moving your 
body and laughing along the way! Email Emily at eaaronson@lapl.org 
for the link. 

 * Looking to dance? The Woodland Hills Library hosts a 
weekly Zumba Gold class every Tuesday at 1 pm. This invigorating, 
but low impact, class will help you get in shape while having fun. 
Email aolivier@lapl.org for the Zoom link. 
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HEALTH & FITNESS

World-class health care  
in Encino
Primary care for all ages   |   Adult specialty care
Cancer care   |   Lab services   |   Surgery consultations

Book an appointment now

425-948-1591
uclahealth.org/encino 

15503 Ventura Blvd., Encino

Absolutely Grounded with Conni Ponturo
Workout Anywhere, Anytime! 

Enjoy Access to Hundreds of Motivating Videos Including Pilates, Guided Meditation, 
Stretching, Daily Doses of Health and Much More on this Membership Site!

absolutelygrounded.com

Omicron: The Newest 
COVID Variant

 While the summer 
brought the onslaught of the 
Delta strain, this winter a new 
variant has emerged and may be 
cause for concern. 
 Scientists have 
seemingly skipped a few letters 
in the Greek alphabet and have 
dubbed this newest variant 
Omicron, a strain that made 
headlines over Thanksgiving 
weekend. The World Health 
Organization explained that, 
“Nu is too easily confounded 
with ‘new’ and Xi was not used 
because it is a common surname.”
 This latest variant of 
concern was first discovered in 
South Africa, and there has been 
one case reported thus far in the 
United States from a California 
traveler who just returned from 
South Africa. Reports have 
already surfaced of Omicron 
prevalent in Europe and Australia.
 This newest strain has 
32 mutations that allow it to 
infect cells and while scientists 
are still in the discovery phase, 
officials are taking the highest 
precautions. As of late, symptoms 
have been recorded as mild 
but like most variants, a cause 
for concern as mutations will 

continue to change how the body 
reacts. Unlike Delta, reports of 
loss of taste and smell have not 
been associated with Omicron.
 As with most mutations, 
scientists are attempting to 
discover if the strain is more 
or less resistant to the vaccine, 
the rate of transmission and the 
extent of possible side effects. 
 With the declaration 
of Omicron, countries have 
begun altering travel restrictions 
and enforcing PCR tests for 
anyone traveling internationally. 
Financial markets also took a 
major hit as the world scrambled 
to understand what the arrival 
of a new variant could mean for 
global markets. 
 Scientists continue to 
stress the importance of vaccines 
and boosters if already fully 
vaccinated. Approximately 40% 
of the world is currently fully 
vaccinated and less than 7% of 
people in poorer countries have 
received their first COVID-19 
shot. Those countries that 
lessened mask mandates have 
also reinforced them.
 The biggest question 
remaining is whether current 
vaccines will combat Omicron.
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HEALTHENTERTAINMENT

Little League Trees
Winnetka & Victory

NOW OPEN! 

Douglas • Noble •Nordman •Grand Fir
Flocking • Delivery • Visit Our Gift Shop for
Wreaths • Garlands • Floral Arrangements

$5 OFF $5 OFF
any tree type 5’-9’ only

Max Discount $10
Limit 2 trees per coupon

any tree type 5’-9’ only
Max Discount $10

Limit 2 trees per coupon

9 am - 9 pm 7 Days Thru New Year’s Day •  (818) 216-9501

Psychodrama Spencer 
Misses the Mark

    ‘Tis the season for holiday 
lights, festive merrymaking 
and…Oscar contenders. 
As the year comes to 
an end, an onslaught of 
movies are released to 
not only entertain, but 
entice viewers (especially 
Academy voters) to 
build buzz in the hopes 
of snagging that golden 
statue come the new year. 
One such film generating 
chatter for not only the 
royally scandalous context, 
but also the impersonation 
of such a beloved icon, is 
Spencer.
 S e e m i n g l y 
accurate for this time of 
year, Spencer follows Diana 
(Kristen Stewart) over the course 
of three days as she begrudgingly 
visits Sandringham for the 
Christmas holiday. 

 It’s clear from the 
onslaught that she is an outsider 

barely scraping by royal rules, 
and the cracks in her façade 

don’t seem to merely slip out 
here and there, but rather expel 
explosively. The film is intended 
to truly bring viewers into the 
mindset of someone so trapped 
not only by their circumstances, 
but by their own mental health. 
Certain scenes feel almost horror-
like as the sense of sanity slips by 
the wayside and the soundtrack 
intentionally builds to make 
viewers squirm in their seats.
 Touted as “A fable 
from a true tragedy,” viewers 
shouldn’t expect to be entertained 
by some tabloid-esque Lifetime 

dramatics of a story the world has 
already heard countless times. 

Rather, director Pablo 
Larraín presents a haunting 
narrative that in all honesty, 
is an uncomfortable 
viewing experience from 
start to finish. 
 The palpable sense 
of tension only seems 
to heighten as the film 
progresses and Diana’s 
actions become even more 
erratic. Stewart herself 
is getting mixed reviews 
for her performance as 
her accent is as wonky as 
the apparition scenes of 
Anne Boleyn peppered 
throughout the film. Plus, 

a blonde bob can only do such 
much in the greater narrative...
    Spencer is haunting and 
heartbreaking and frankly, ticks 
many of the boxes that the 
Academy typically looks for in 
exceptional filmmaking. But just 
because a movie may be touted as 
“Oscar-worthy,” certainly doesn’t 
mean it’s everyone’s cuppa. 
Spencer takes a much-covered 
and much-revered topic and in 
an attempt to revolutionize it, 
ultimately makes it unpalatable.
    Spencer, Rated R,  is now in 
theatres.

Certain scenes feel almost 
horror-like as the sense of 

sanity slips by the wayside and 
the soundtrack intentionally 

builds to make viewers squirm 
in their seats.
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VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT
With My Valley Pass Movies, Santa’s Not 

the Only One on the Roof this Season! 

It’s Beginning to Look a 
Lot Like Grinchmas!

 It’s beginning 
to look a lot like 
Grinchmas at Universal 
Studios Hollywood! 
After all, would it really 
be the Christmas season 
without a visit from the 
cantankerous creature 
that may not hate the 
holidays as much as he 
moans about them?! 
 At Universal, 
guests are invited to 
celebrate the spirit of 
the holidays not only 
with the who’s who 

of Whoville, but 
also with the most 
magical of them all 
at Christmas in The 
Wizarding World 
of Harry Potter!
 F r o m 
now until January 
9, transport 
yourself to the 
winter wonderland 
of Hogsmeade 
where twinkling 
lights trim snow-
capped roofs and 
hot Butterbeer is 
served that could 
warm even the Grinch’s soul. 
Stroll to the castle where the much-
anticipated annual tradition, “The 
Magic of Christmas at Hogwarts 
Castle” breathtakingly transforms 
Hogwarts with an animated light 
show that is projected upon the 
castle walls and choreographed 
to original musical arrangements 
from the franchise. Playing 
intermediately throughout the 
evening, the light show brings 
the castle, and characters, to 
life while celebrating one of 
Hogwarts most beloved holidays. 
Between shows, the a cappella 
Frog Choir harmonizes holiday 
tunes to further spread some 
festive cheer.
  Those looking for some 
classic Christmas merriment, and 
rare Southern California snowfall, 
need look no further than the 

merrymaking over 
in Whoville! Pop in 
for a meet and greet 
with The Grinch, his 
faithful companion 
Max and of course, 
a gaggle of Whos 
eager to spread 
cheer!  Stop by the 
Grinchmas tree 
whose 65-feet topsy-
turvy presence 
dons hundreds of 
ornaments and 
lights that are 
choreographed to 
music. Fah who 
foraze indeed!

 While you wander in 
Whoville, be sure to pop into 
the Post Office and write a letter 
to the Grinch himself. For every 
postcard mailed this season, 
Universal Studios Hollywood’s 
Discover a Star Foundation 
will make a donation to School 
on Wheels, benefitting local 
homeless youth. 
 With seasonal snacks, 
holiday gifts and decorations 
galore, Universal Studios 
Hollywood is imbued with all 
manner of yuletide cheer! From 
CityWalk to the theme park 
itself, immerse yourself and the 
family in festive celebrations in 
the manner that only Universal 
Studios Hollywood can provide.
 For tickets, visit www.
UniversalStudiosHollywood.
com. Merry Grinchmas!

 In collaboration with My 
Valley Pass, Westfield Fashion 
Square presents their all-new 
“Movies On The Roof” series! 
What better way to kick off the 
holiday season than by 
watching your favorite 
festive movies?! Channel 
your inner Santa and head 
up to the roof for some 
merry entertainment! 
 This series will 
include comfortable 
seating with state-of-the-
art projection and sound 
in an upscale setting. 
Comfortable for all, 
with social distancing 
measures in place, watch 
your favorite films under 
the stars. 
 “Movies on the Roof” 
will take place outside, on 
the parking garage roof of the 
Westfield Sherman Oaks mall, 
and while not every film in the 
line-up boasts a shopping scene 
or element, several will call 
upon the ever-iconic food courts, 
fancy fountains, and escalators of 
various malls.
 Kicking off on 

December 3 and running until 
December 18, the lineup includes 
six iconic holiday movies we all 
know and love! The first film to 
start the series will be Miracle on 

34th Street on Friday, December 
3. Following that will be Bad 
Santa on Saturday, December 4, 
Home Alone 2: Lost in New York 
on Friday, December 10, Batman 
Returns on Saturday, December 
11, Jingle All The Way on Friday, 
December 17 and Elf on Saturday, 
December 18.
 All movies begin at 7:30 
pm and run until approximately 
9:30 pm, with doors opening at 

6:30 pm for attendees to grab 
snacks and settle in. Seating 
will be provided and no outdoor 
chairs are allowed. Dinner and 
snacks will also be available 

for purchase at the 
accompanying mall’s 
food court as no outside 
food or beverages are 
permitted. 
 Tickets are 
just $10 and include 
complimentary popcorn 
while supplies last! 
 100% of the 
proceeds will be going 
to the Valley Relics 
Museum, Hope of the 
Valley and OverDue, 
which are all 501c(3) 

non-profits. All three of these 
organizations are doing amazing 
work around the San Fernando 
Valley! 
 All COVID practices 
will be implemented to keep the 
event as safe as possible for all to 
enjoy!
 For tickets and more 
information on this “Movies on 
the Roof” holiday series, visit 
myvalleypass.com. 
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ARITZIA  •  LEVI’S  •  LOUIS VUITTON  •  SALVATORE FERRAGAMO

LARSEN’S STEAKHOUSE  •  PICKLES & SWISS  •  and more

THE SEASON’S BEST SHOPPING AND DINING

WESTFIELD.COM

Holiday
L E T ’S
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REAL ESTATE

On Site Design 
& Installation
310.869.9079

CONSTRUCTION 
& HANDYMAN

SERVICES
Repairs to Remodels
Garage Conversions
From Demo to Design

Bercsi Development Inc.
Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461 After...

Have a Hot Property in Encino?
Email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 

First time advertisers also get 
accompanying editorial!

Nighttrek: What to See in 
the December Sky

By Neill Simmons
 The highlight of 
December is a very rare 
astronomical event called a 
“Scooch Moon.”   The Moon will 
move underneath three planets in 
three nights!  
 This event starts on 
Monday, December 6 in the 
southwest when the crescent 
Moon is below the dazzling planet 
Venus.  On December 7 the Moon 
is under Saturn.  Wednesday, the 
king of planets, Jupiter, is over 
the Moon.  At 5:15 pm it is dark 
enough to see this event.
 Enjoy the show Venus 
is putting on right now.  Slowly 
Venus is dropping lower and 
lower in the southwest.  The last 
week of December it will be just 
above the horizon and next to 
the planet Mercury.  Then it will 
move into the glare of the Sun 
and disappear.
 DAWN PATROL:  If you 
are up after 5:00 am, look east and 
notice two red objects just above 
the eastern horizon. One is the 
planet Mars and the other is the 
red star, Antares, which is located 
in the constellation 
Scorpius.   On Friday, 
December 31 make sure 
to look east when the 
“OLD MOON” makes 
a great sight with Mars 
and Antares forming a 
triangle.
 The Geminid 
meteor shower is a 
must-see event peaking 
between December 13 
to 14.  However the 
bright Moon will make 
it hard to see meteors 
until about 2:30 am 
when the Moon sets in 
the west.  Go out in the 
early morning before 
dawn and stay warm!
 A question 
many people ask at 
this time of the year 
is “Where is the Milky Way?”  
It cannot be seen because it is 
behind the Sun.  It will reappear 
in May. 
 One of the great sights in 
astronomy is spotting the open star 
cluster, the Pleiades.  Seeing the 
Pleiades star cluster lets us know 
that the winter sky has arrived.  
Just look east to spot this group 
of stars.  Below the Pleiades, is 
the Zodiac constellation Taurus, 
and then comes a famous star 
pattern, Orion the Hunter.  Look 
on Thursday, December 16 when 
the Moon and the Pleiades are 
next to each other in the night sky.
 FUN FACT:  The 
automaker Subaru uses the 
Pleiades in its logo.  The seven 
stars of the Pleiades is located in a 
plaque on each and every Subaru 
car.  In addition, Subaru is the 

Japanese name for the Pleiades 
star cluster.
 Notice in the west, 
the giant star triangle known as 
the Summer Triangle is still up 
in December.  However it will 
disappear by the end of the month 
as it moves behind the Sun.
 Look straight up to see 
a giant “M” which is the famous  
Cassiopeia constellation. In 
Greek mythology, Cassiopeia the 
Queen is hanging upside down as 
punishment for her vanity.

 Saturday, December 
18 brings us the “Cold Micro-
Moon.”  Besides being the start 
of the frosty winter season, hence 
the “cold” part, the December 
Moon is also at its farthest from us 
so it appears smaller than usual, 
hence the “micro” part.  Our 
Moon is in orbit in an elliptical 
path.  Sometimes the Moon is 
very close to us appearing larger 

than usual, and at  other times it’s  
very far away appearing smaller 
than usual. 
 NASA NEWS:  NASA 
plans to put a space craft on the 
South Pole of the Moon to drill 
for ice water.  NASA thinks this 
ice water is only three feet under 
the surface.  The goal is to launch 
the space craft by the end of 2022, 
although no date has been set yet.
 SPACE NEWS:  Nine 
countries, in addition to the 
United States,  will be sending 
probes to the Moon in 2022.  This 
is a lot of action for the Moon.
 When not star-gazing, 
Neill Simmons is a Wealth 
Manager with LPL Financial in 
Woodland Hills. If you have any 
questions, he may be reached 
at (818) 936-2626 or neill. 
simmons@lpl.com.

Seeing the Pleiades star 
cluster lets us know that the 

winter sky has arrived.

Pleiades star cluster. Image:Earthsky.org.
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REAL ESTATE

 

→ Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space 
→ FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.) 
→ Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available 

GET ONE MONTH FREE* 
* With a Year’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability 

   16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From  

6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

gelbgroup.net 
 

Serving the Valley since 1971 
 

Chamber Message Cont’d
(continued from page 8)
Homeless Center and Lusy 
Gradzhyan, owner of Lusy’s 
Mediterranean Café. Each of 
these honorees worked tirelessly 
against Covid’s path of loss.
 This past year we have 
worked with Congressman Brad 
Sherman, LA City Controller 
Ron Galperin, State Assembly 
member Jesse Gabriel and City 
of Los Angeles council member, 
Paul Koretz to keep us informed 
and up to date on all community 
services and assistance 
available to our businesses and 
neigborhood. As  representative 
of this Chamber, I want to thank 
them for their commitment to 
excellence and service for our 
community, state of California 
and our country.
 The Encino Chamber in 
2021 has brought the networking 
community  Quarantini at 
Rehab Specialists,  Mingling 
and Sipping at California Pizza 
Kitchen, Abraham Lincoln on 
the 4th of July at The Stand, our 
85th Anniversary celebration 
on December 1 at Litt Concept 
House with music, drinks, friends 
& colleagues.
 To conclude our 2021-
2022 celebration we will gather at 

the Child Development Institute 
to welcome in 2022.
 What is our vision for 
2022? Of course, the specter of 
COVID-19, Delta and Omicron 
still very much permeates our 
health, social and business 
environment. However, with our 
talented, committed and energetic 
leadership, we will continue to 
listen and  answer the needs of the 
Encino community. 
 We need you, the 
individuals building businesses, 
creating jobs, educating children 
and keeping us healthy to take an 
active, engaged role in the Encino 
Chamber. 
 Join us, join the 
Education Committee, Health and 
Wellness Committee or Disaster 
Preparedness Committee. Join 
our monthly business lunch (now 
via Zoom). Join and discover new 
opportunities for you and your 
business!
 On behalf of the Encino 
Chamber Board of Directors, 
I wish all of you good health, a 
holiday season filled with love 
and friendship and a Happy New 
Year.
 Gaill Pekelis is 
President of the Encino Chamber 
of Commerce. 
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FOOD TRUCKS

FREE HOLIDAY 
ARTS & CRAFTS 
FOR CHILDREN 

SNOW AREA

SHOP FOR GIFTS 
& SUPPORT 
OUR SMALL 
BUSINESSES!

BRING A NEW UNWRAPPED TOY FOR  
THE ABC7 AND SOCAL FIREFIGHTERS SPARK OF LOVE TOY DRIVE!

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL ARTISTS! AN EVENING FILLED WITH FOOD, VENDORS, CRAFTS, AND MORE!

EMERGING 
ARTISTS 

PERFORMANCES

ELVIS PRESLEY 
SING-A-LONG

COME TAKE 
YOUR FREE 

PHOTO WITH 
SANTA!

d

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4       3:00–8:00 PM
WARNER PARK       FREE ADMISSION

d
d

d

d

d

d

PRESENTING SPONSOR FEATURED SPONSORS


