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Delmonico’s Encino to Close?

 See Page 14

 For over 49 years Oregon Family Christmas Trees has 
been bringing their beautiful, fresh cut trees to Woodland Hills for 
the holidays. This year their lot is set up at the Pierce Equestrian 
Center, complete with noble firs, Douglas firs, Nordmann and 
grand firs. Wreaths and garlands are also available for purchase. 
Delivery is also available. Oregon Family has a strong following 
of loyal customers in the valley, from families to corporate 
offices, banks and more. Visit them at their new location. 
Enter the equestrian center at El Rancho off DeSoto. For more 
information visit oregonfamilychristmastrees.com or call (818) 
888-8315. 

Oregon Family Christmas
Trees Now Open at Pierce

California Implements State Indoor 
Mask Mandate Until January 15

 Given the arrival of the Omicron variant, as well as 
COVID-19 cases increasing 47% since Thanksgiving, California 
has implemented an indoor mask mandate statewide. The 
mandate, which started December 15 and intends to cover the 
holiday season until January 15, requires everyone to mask up 
indoors, regardless of vaccination status. Additionally, anyone 
unvaccinated attending a major event must show a negative 
antigen test within a day of the event or a negative PCR test 
within two days. Los Angeles County currently still holds the 
mask mandate in place prior to this updated mandate. 

Free COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic
at Encino Farmer’s Market

 The Encino Farmer’s Market will be hosting a free 
COVID-19 vaccine clinic this Sunday, December 19, from 8 
am to 1 pm. There will be Moderna, Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines, pediatric vaccines and boosters available. Those 
attending must bring a photo ID and their COVID-19 vaccine 
card, if applicable. To secure your spot, schedule an appointment 
at tinyurl.com/OneGenVax. Those who get a shot will also receive 
a $25 gift card to a local retailer including Starbucks, Vallarta, 
Subway and more! The market will also host an additional 
vaccine day on January 9. The Encino Farmer’s Market is located 
at 17400 Victory Blvd. and is open from 8 am to 1 pm.

Put Another Name on Your List
Give Not From Your Checkbook, But Your Office, Your Storeroom, Your Garage
 The last two years have 
been tough on everyone - but our 
local charities have suffered as 
well. Funds dried up, volunteers 
couldn’t help, yet the need 
continued.
 Every year we ask you to 
give - not from your pocketbook 
- but from your heart. And your 
storeroom, your office, your 
garage. See if you can fill a need 
on the lists below.
 ‘Tis the season of giving, 
and we urge you to give to those 
less fortunate right in our own 
community.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
INSTITUTE

Contact: Dana Kalek, (818) 888-
4559, dkalek@cdikids.org

 Child Development 
Institute’s mission is to help all 
children reach their full potential 
by supporting the relationships 
and environments that shape 
early development.
 Wish List: Therapeutic 
games for ages 0-8 years old, 
garden tools for children, seeds, 
sand toys, bubbles, bean bag 
chairs, toy balls, sensory balls, 
soft furniture (stools, etc.) for 
reading, child-size shopping carts 
(no plastic) for Marketplace and 
small child-size aprons, pretend 
play clothes (costumes).

HAVEN HILLS DOMESTIC 
ABUSE TREATMENT 

CENTER

Contact: Amber Portz, (818) 887-
7481, X121, havenhills.org.

 Since 1977, Haven 

Hills has provided safety and 
support for survivors of domestic 
violence. They offer shelter, 
crisis intervention, counseling, 
advocacy, and activities 
supporting increased economic 
opportunity. Each year they help 
over 2,500 women and men find 
the strength within themselves to 
break the cycle of abuse and build 
a new, productive, and positive 
life for themselves and their 
children. Through their programs 
and services, they save lives, 
inspire change, and transform 
victims to empowered survivors.
 Wish List: Bath towels, 
pots and pans, toilet paper, 
blankets of all sizes, paper towels, 
gift cards from any store, kitchen 
items (toasters, blenders, coffee 
makers), pillows, bed sheets for 
twin beds, desk and floor lamps.

LOVING HOME HOSPICE 

Contact: Dylette Davis, (818) 
532-7501

 Loving Home Hospital 

provides hospice and palliative 
care to  children, and grief 
counseling to families, through 
a team coordinated by qualified 
physicians and registered nurses.
 Wish List: Lego classic 
creative bricks, Lego Duplo toy 
store train, Game Gallery chess 
checkers and Chinese checkers 
board game set, Leapfrog learning 
friends 100 words book, Melissa 
& Doug fridge groceries play 
food cartons (8 pcs) toy kitchen 
accessories, Operation board 
game, fire extinguisher, Hamilton 
Beach 12-cup programmable 
coffee maker, headsets for 
earphones, 2022 calendars.

WEST VALLEY BOYS & 
GIRLS CLUB

Contact: Kelly Ventimiglia (818) 
610-1054

 The Club’s mission is 
to inspire and enable all youth, 
especially from disadvantaged 
circumstances, to realize their 

(continued to page 5)
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 * West Valley Stronger Together and Councilman Bob 
Blumenfield are hosting a Community Block Party on Saturday, 
December 18, from 1 to 3 pm. The fun event will include music, 
giveaways and a free gourmet meal from Chef Roxie. You can also 
receive a free COVID-19 vaccine from Ralphs Pharmacy to protect 
your loved ones, your neighbors and yourself. Keep the virus from 
spreading! Bring your photo identification and any medical or 
pharmacy cards you may have. Parents or guardians must be present 
for children five to 15 receiving the vaccine. The block party will be 
held at Randall Simmons Park, 6731 Wilbur Avenue, in Reseda.

 * Encino Courtyard, along with participating retailers and 
restaurants, will pair up with local nonprofits to decorate holiday 
trees which will be on display at the main entrance. The community 
is encouraged to vote for the favorite tree via text. The tree with the 
most votes will receive $1,000, donated on behalf of Encino Courtyard 
to the participating nonprofit. Second and third place nonprofits will 
receive a $500 donation each.

 * The Encino Neighborhood Council will hold their Outreach 
Committee meeting on Monday, January 3, at 6:30 pm. For more info, 
visit encinonc.org. 

 * When climate change brings us unending heat and drought, 
what can we do to address water restrictions and give birds, insects 
and other animals habitat, food and water sources? Join the Encino 
Tarzana Library for their Climate Cafe and Garden Club on Thursday, 
December 30, at 5 pm. This month, participants will be planting the 
California native tree, the Blue Palo Verde. It is small, beautiful, needs 
little water, and grows up to 8 feet per year. Email ecalla@lapl.org for 
the Zoom link and pick up your tree seed at the library.

 *Registration is now open for Encino Community Center’s 
Winter Camp, running from December 20 to January 7. Spots fill up 
quickly! Reserve yours today by visiting laparks.org/reccenter/encino-
community.

 * Start the new year with a safety update! Join the Encino 
Chamber of Commerce for their monthly Disaster Preparedness 
Committee on Wednesday, January 5, from 12 to 1 pm. RSVP by 
emailing info@encinochamber.org. 

 * Westfield Fashion Square will be hosting a blood drive in 
partnership with The American Red Cross, on Tuesday, December 21, 
from 10 to 4 pm. To schedule an appointment, visit RedCrossBlood.
org.
 
 * West Valley Regional Library patrons are invited to 
celebrate the Winter Solstice by creating a moon book with Debra 
Disman on Tuesday, December 21, from 4 to 5:30 pm. Disman, a 
skilled bookmaking artist, will guide you through creating your own 
handmade book and teach you about the phases of the moon. Space and 
supplies are limited to the first 20 patrons who register through lapl.
org/whats-on/events/celebrate-winter-solstice-west-valley-branch-
library

PO Box 268
Canoga Park, CA 91305

Canogapark64@yahoo.com

Specializing in
- Commercial Office Cleaning
- Apartment Clear Out & Clean Up

Robert Muñoz
Owner 

Office: 818.340.3968           Free Estimates      Mobile: 661.209.6561
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 The National Charity League, Inc. San Fernando Valley Chapter, gathered at the Beverly 
Wilshire-Four Seasons Hotel on November 27 for the 55th annual Charity Ball, to present 23 
inspiring debutantes who have completed their six-year core mother-daughter program of leadership 
development, community service, and cultural experiences. 
 On the arm of their fathers, the San Fernando Valley Chapter debutantes presented include: 
Miss Maggie Cassidy, Miss Madison Clark, Miss Maya Fardad-Finn, Miss Anne Frazee, Miss 
Gwenyth Gantenbein, Miss Erin Gorelick, Miss Alexandra Hadden, Miss Camille Jacobellis, 
Miss Tijana Karovic, Miss Lauren Kessler, Miss Lucky Kyles, Miss Samantha Licursi, 
Miss Bronte Mark, Miss Samantha Nadler, Miss Brianna Norton, Miss Brianna Ortiz, Miss 
Samantha Patierno, Miss Adriana Roe, Miss Kaela Selesnick, Miss Sarah Steinhauer, Miss 
Skylar Takac, Miss Olivia Trejo, and Miss Windsor Williams.

People in the News

 * As we enter the period where many families are heading on 
Christmas vacations, security becomes a crucial issue. To prevent your 
home from being burglarized, experts recommend leaving one of your 
children behind to create a series of elaborate booby traps to thwart 
burglars and defend your property.  

 * Did you know what Disney, Google, Amazon and Apple 
all have in common regarding their origin? They were all started in 
garages!

 * A Brit was bragging to his American friend how much nicer 
their polymer money is compared to American dollars. The American’s 
response? “Well, after what happened in Boston, it makes sense that 
you guys would want to waterproof your valuables!”

 * What is another name for Santa’s helpers? Subordinated 
clauses!

 * How does Santa keep track of all the fireplaces he’s visited 
over a night? He keeps a logbook of course!

 * Since we’re still in the age of COVID-19, the question is 
how do you wash your hands over the holidays? With Santa-tizer!

 * Curiosity is an instinct of infinite scope - on one hand it 
leads to listening behind closed doors; on the other, it leads to the 
discovery of America.

 * As Jesse Jackson said (especially true at this season): Your 
children need your presence more than your presents!

 * Quoting my friend Marty Cooper’s favorite politician year 
end... Winston Churchill said, “We make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give.” So we encourage you to give as we 
reach the end of the year to one or more of the local charities of the 
west valley.

 Local residents and actors (left to right) James Everts (Tarzana), Michael Scott Harris (Sherman 
Oaks), Peter Van Norden (Sherman Oaks) and Michael Swain-Smith (Sherman Oaks),  are about to star 
in an exciting new musical with a Euro-pop score opening in Hollywood on January 15. Singing Revolution 
tells the tale of star-crossed lovers against the beautiful, moving and timeless true story of Estonia’s 1987 
song-filled, peaceful uprising against the Soviet Union.
 Harris’ notable credits include productions with Goodspeed, Papermill, North Shore, Music Circus, 
Arizona Theatre Company, and Kansas City Rep. He last appeared with Theatre Planners as James Grant 
in the world premiere of Shooting Star at the Hudson and most recently in Annie (Daddy Warbucks) and 
The Count of Monte Cristo (Villefort) with Tuacahn this summer. Van Norden is the recipient of the 2019 
Ovation award for best actor in Harold Pinter’s The Hothouse at the Antaeus Theatre Company. Other recent 
credits include Red Ink by Steven Leigh Morris at Playwright’s Arena (2020 Ovation nomination for best 
featured actor), playing Falstaff as well as covering Tom Hanks in LA Shakespeare Center’s Henry IV, Parts 
I and II.  Swain-Smith has a BFA from Ohio Northern University and was on the international tour of Paw 
Patrol LIVE! 
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BLUE SHIELD 
UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY 
Big News for People  
on Medicare that want 
to Make a Change 

OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 28.

a GUARANTEED ISSUE FROM ANY 
 MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN 

a GUARANTEED ISSUE FROM ANY 
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HMO PLAN 

If you live in California and have a Medicare 

supplement plan or a Medicare Advantage 

plan from any company, you are guaranteed 

acceptance. No health questions. They call it 

an “Underwriting Holiday”.

Plan G Extra includes the following extras  

(not covered by Medicare), using network providers:

a SILVER SNEAKERS – free gym network membership 

a VISION BENEFITS – exam, eyewear allowance

a HEARING BENEFITS – 

annual exam + hearing aid discounted pricing

a $100 per quarter in FREE Over the Counter Items 
(stuff you purchase every month)

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
“What’s the difference between Plan F and G?” 
With Plan F you have no deductibles.  
With Plan G you are responsible for the  
Part B deducible ($233 in 2022).  
NO OTHER DIFFERENCES.  SAME NETWORK 
(Any provider that accepts Medicare.) 

“Are the core health benefits the same 
as on my current plan F?” 
YES! IDENTICAL BENEFITS. SAME NETWORK 

“Will my doctor accept this plan?”
The provider network is identical to any other 
Medicare supplement plan — any provider that 
is “contracted with Medicare” anywhere in the 
USA should accept this plan.

BLUE SHIELD BRINGS YOU AN 
 UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY.
And, You Didn’t Get Them Anything...

Call us at 818-888-0880 
www.pdinsure.com2002-2021

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 20 years 
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2021!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE   #0M47932

Compare these L.A. Area 
rates with your plan!

Age Plan G Plan G EXTRA

65* $138 $152

67 $154 $168

69 $179 $193

71 $203 $217

73 $220 $234

75 $255 $269

77 $287 $301

79 $314 $328

81 $343 $357

83 $371 $385

85 & OVER $390 $404

Additional couples discount of 7% available if enrolled in identical plan. 
*Age 65 shows “new to Medicare” discount of $25 for 12 months.
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and say
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valleynewsgroup.com @ValleyNewsGroup
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LOCAL NEWS

The Encino 
Enterprise 
Publishes

the 
1st and 3rd 
Thursday of 
Every Month 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $1Mil to lend on 

California Real Estate*

Name on Your List Continued
(continued from page 1)
full potential by providing 
appealing, safe and fun programs 
in arts, education and career 
development, character and 
leadership development, health 
and life skills, sports,  fitness and 
recreation.
 Wish List: Arts and crafts 
supplies (paper, paint, colored 
pencils, crayons), paper products 
and party supplies (balloons, cups, 
etc.), lined notebook paper, pens, 
ping pong balls, paddles, board 
games, handballs, basketballs and 
footballs.

ONE GENERATION SENIOR 
ENRICHMENT CENTER

Contact: Sue Sexton, (818) 705-
2345, ssexton@onegeneration.
org, volunteer@onegeneration.
org

 ONEgeneration is 
committed to providing programs 
and services to older adults and 
their caregivers that help keep 
them safe and protected.  They 
provide services that enable 
older adults to age with family, 
in community or independently.  
They promote physical health 
and mental well-being, provide 
socialization, nutrition and access 
to food and resources. Donation 
hours at One Generation, 18255 
Victory Blvd., Reseda are 

Monday through Friday between 
9 am to 5 pm. 
 Wish List: Ensure or 
supplemental drinks, stamps, 
batteries, laundry detergent, 
toiletries, toilet paper, dish 
liquid, sponges, stamps, batteries, 
laundry detergent, bath benches, 
low-sodium soups.

FOUNDATION FOR
SENIOR SERVICES

Contact: Joyce Robertson,  CEO
and Executive 
Director,  323-363-4316,      
foundationforseniorservices.org.
 
 The Foundation for 
Senior Services, and its Senior 
Specialists Group chapters 
in Southern California, are 
well -positioned to work in 
conjunction with city districts, 
educational institutions and other 
community resources to meet the 
on-going demands of our fast-
growing aging population. 
 They provide older 
adults, their families, caregivers 
and the public at large with 
education,  training, quality 
services and valuable resources, 
help older adults live safely and 
well cared for with dignity.
 Wish List: A “Call 
Companion” phone call to help 
with loneliness/isolation, hot 
meals, dessert treats, fruit and 

Ensure, warm clothing, socks 
and blankets, holiday greeting 
card or email message, local 
restaurant and grocery gift 
cards, activity books, arts and 
crafts, an outing to a social 
gathering, parks, performing 
arts, plants and gardening gifts, 
attending educational classes;  
health, finance, emotional well-
being, computer/Zoom classes, 
resources to assist with affordable 
and shared housing in SFV.

  ANGEL’S WAY

Contact: Kaliy Holland, (818) 
346-2229, angelswayhome.org.

 Angel’s Way is a 
program home for single, 
pregnant women 18 or older who 
have chosen to give their babies 
the ultimate gift...life. 
 Residents, with 
the guidance of a program 
administrator, are given direction 
and positive role identification 
in a nurturing and supportive 
environment. 
 Wish List: Newborn, 
size one and two diapers, 
receiving blankets, socks for 
mothers, body pillows and cases, 
paper towels and napkins, toilet 
paper, paper goods, baby and 
regular detergent, dishwasher 
pods, 8 and 13-gallon trash bags, 
sandwich size Ziplock bags.
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A Medicare Advantage plan that does more.

Paul Davis

Calling this number will connect you to a licensed independent insurance agent/broker.

Paul Davis Insurance Services is a licensed and certified representative of several 
Medicare Advantage [HMO, PPO and PPFS] organizations with Medicare contracts.

818-888-0880
paul@pdinsure.com
pdinsure.com

CA licensed since 1984

#0669770
#0M47932

WATER YOUR LAWN 3 DAYS A WEEK. 
8 minutes per station, before 9 am or after 4 pm

Addresses 
End in  

ODD
Addresses 

End in  

EVEN

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri SatSun

ladwp.com/conservationsquad 

MANDATORY WATER CONSERVATION IN EFFECT. 
LIMIT OUTDOOR WATERING TO 3 DAYS.

Celebrate at the Encino Chamber of 
Commerce’s Holiday Party!

 Join the Encino 
Chamber of Commerce for their 
annual holiday party on Thursday, 
December 16, from 5:30 to 7 pm. 
 The event will be held at 
the Outdoor Pavilion at the Child 
Development Institute (18050 
Vanowen St., Reseda). 
 There will be music, 
gourmet appetizers, and a wine 
bar for all attendees to enjoy! 

Plus, admission is free with a 
brand-new toy to donate. All toys 
will go to the Child Development 
Institute which provides health, 
educational and developmental 
support for Valley children and 
their families. Cars and truck toys, 
musical toys, play food items, 
soccer balls, bean bag chairs and 
squishy stuffed animal-like toys 
are all appreciated and needed. 

Target gift cards are also ideal as 
an option.
 Mingle with fellow 
businesses while giving to those 
who most need it. Plus, enjoy a 
special visit from Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus!
 Parking is free and proof 
of vaccine plus masks is required 
for all attendees. RSVP to info@
encinochamber.org.

Coffee Jolt Gets Pricier as 
Supply Chain Worsens

By Janey M. Rifkin
 Coffee lovers will pay 
the inflated price just because 
they love their coffee. Even 
as consumers go out more at 
mealtimes, supermarket sales 
of coffee have remained about 
the same. However, the supply 
chain issues 
are likely to 
worsen as 
a cold snap 
in Brazil, 
the world’s 
biggest coffee 
producer, is 
expected to 
reduce next 
year’s crop.
 
C o f f e e 
roasters and 
cafe` operators 
are responding 
to poor 
harvests in 
major coffee-
g r o w i n g 
regions, while logistics snarl 
as executives have said they 
constrain bean supplies, delay 
shipments, and boost costs. 
 “In my thirty-five years 
of experience, this is about the 
highest futures have been, citing 
a $1.43/pound cost,” stated 
Dan Trott, chief executive of 
FairWave Holdings.
 In addition to coffee, 
Americans are paying more for 
many things, including hotel 
stays, groceries and gasoline, as 
the economy attempts to rebound 
from COVID-19’s impact over 
the past year. 
 Executives from 

Starbucks said last month that 
the company has more than one 
year’s worth of coffee on hand 
with favorable prices locked 
in. JDE Peet’s reports having 
hedged its own supplies this year. 
Reporting in for Waka Coffee, the 
spokesperson indicated the beans 

are bought 
from India and 
Columbia.
 
D e f e n s i v e 
strategies have 
helped some 
c o m p a n i e s . 
Seattle-based 
S t a r b u c k s 
plans to 
p r o m o t e 
p r e m i u m 
b e v e r a g e s 
such as cold 
coffee to help 
c o m p e n s a t e 
for rising 
costs. J. M. 
Smucker Co., 

which owns Folgers and produces 
ground coffee, raises prices and 
says the inflationary costs are 
impacting the entire fiscal year. 
NuZee Inc., a specialty coffee 
company that focuses on co-
packing single-serve coffee, said 
when the present inventory runs 
out, prices will rise.
 Even if there is a 15% or 
20% increase in coffee across the 
board, people love their coffee. 
Perhaps other things can be 
sacrificed.
 Janey Rifkin is a 
syndicated writer and longtime 
Health Editor of the Valley News 
Group.

Sustainability in the 
Workplace Expo

 Join the West Valley-
Warner Center Chamber of 
Commerce for their first annual 
Sustainability Expo on Tuesday, 
January 25, at 3:30 pm. 
 Is your corporate culture 
important? Join this meeting 

to learn easy ways to be part of 
saving the planet by utilizing 
sustainability measures where 
you work.
 For more info on this 
meeting, visit woodlandhillscc.
net or call 818-347-4737.

THE RIGHT EYES.
THE RIGHT MESSAGE.
THE RIGHT MOMENT.

COWE.COM
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What if a Grinch Steals Your Holiday Bling?
By Tim Gaspar
 “You’re a mean one Mr. 
Grinch, you really like to steal...
specifically designer handbags 
and high-end Swiss watches.”  
 Well, I don’t think those
were the exact lyrics from a 
famous holiday movie, but they 
seem to work right now. We have 
all seen the news that burglaries 
and robberies are up across Los 
Angeles county. With relatively 
minor consequences for the 
perpetrators and the ease of 
reselling stolen goods online the 
trend is likely to continue.
 So, what do you do to 
protect your stuff? 
 First things first, 
prevention goes a long way. I’m 
not a security expert but now 
is not necessarily the best time 
to wear a diamond encrusted 
watch while cruising in your 
convertible. In other words, don’t 
make yourself a target.   
 Second, make sure your 
valuables are insured. One of 
the first things you should know 
about insuring your valuables 
is that your “personal property” 
is covered under your home or 
renters insurance policy. On most 

policies the coverage 
is actually not just in 
your house but actually 
nationwide, on some 
policies the coverage is 
actually worldwide. If 
your car is broken into 
and Ipads, sunglasses, 
workout equipment, etc. 
are stolen that’s actually 
covered.
 There are 
however, a couple of 
things to consider. One, 
you have a deductible 
on your home insurance 
and it’s probably at least 
$1,000 if not $2,500 
(higher is better but 
that’s a discussion for 
another article) so you won’t get 
any reimbursement for stolen 
items until after that deductible is 
satisfied. 
 Second, it’s really not 
a great idea to go filing claims 
on your home insurance if they 
are under $5,000.  Lastly, every 
policy has limitations on certain 
items like jewelry, art, guns, 
money, etc. Some policies even 
carry an exclusion for Ed Hardy 
shirts. Okay that last part is not 

true but it should be.  
 Generally speaking, 
jewelry and high end items are 
exactly what you are worried 
about so what do you?
 The best way to insure 
jewelry, art or other valuables 
that you want covered is by 
listing those items specifically on 
a “schedule.” This can be done 
on your homeowners insurance 
or on a separate policy called a 
personal article floater. This is 

not to be confused with 
the floater my kids found 
at the Legoland water 
park which was cause to 
close the pool for like two 
hours... 
  Anyways, a 
personal article floater 
or schedule on your 
homeowners insurance 
will cover your valuables 
for exactly what they are 
worth usually with a zero 
deductible. The coverage 
is worldwide and can 
even include “mysterious 
disappearance” which 
sounds spooky but it’s 
actually layman for “I 
don’t remember where I 

put my Rolex and it’s lost.”
 Insuring your jewelry 
is not inexpensive, coverage 
usually costs about 2.5% of the 
value of item you insure on an 
annual basis. Insuring collectibles 
and art is actually much more 
affordable than insuring jewelry, 
usually starting well below 1% of 
the value annually. 
 There are numerous 
ways to get discounts, including 
using a bank vault, home safe 

bolted to the floor, alarm systems 
and more.
 When insuring your 
valuables make sure you 
understand your policy. Some 
policies have exclusions for 
theft by household workers or 
rules requiring you use a hotel 
safe when traveling. These are 
important items to know.

 Bottom line, you can 
cover your stuff pretty easily 
with your insurance agent in 
case Santa isn’t the only one that 
sneaks down your chimney.
  Tim Gaspar is Founder 
and CEO of Gaspar Insurance in 
Woodland Hills. Have insurance 
questions? Give him a call at 
818.302.3060.

I’m not a security expert but 
now is not necessarily the 

best time to wear a diamond 
encrusted watch while 

cruising in your convertible. 
In other words, don’t make 

yourself a target.  
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HEALTHHEALTH And Just Like That...Everyone is Talking 
About Heart Attack Symptoms

 It goes without saying 
that when a beloved fictional 
character dies, fans are 
quick to flood social 
media with their reactions. 
However, in the case of 
the newest Sex and the 
City reboot, it wasn’t as 
much the death of a main 
character but the manner 
in which the situation was 
handled. Or in this case, 
not handled at all. 
 Whenever there 
is a life-threatening 
situation, especially a cardiac 
arrest, the first step is to call 911. 
While this is easier said than done 
in panic mode, it can literally be 
a matter of life or death. Take a 
deep breath, call 911 and report 
the situation as calmly as possible. 
Don’t pull a Carrie Bradshaw and 
dramatically clutch your husband 
as millions of viewers yell at the 
screen to call 911!
 Next, assess the 
situation. While movie moments 
have the character clutching their 
arm or chest in a classic heart 
attack moment, symptoms can 
also include shortness of breath, 
nausea, back pain and dizziness. 
Symptoms can be subtle, 
especially in women who tend to 
classify their symptoms as acid 

reflux or minor flu onset, rather 
than take them more seriously.

 Check to see if the 
individual is unconscious or 
not. Now, instead of following 
A-B-C, which stands for airway 
and breathing first followed 
by chest compressions, the 
American Heart Association 
wants rescuers to practice C-A-B: 
chest compressions first, then 
airway and breathing. Some have 
asked, why did CPR change? Just 
like you can hold your breath for 
a minute or two without having 
brain damage, victims of cardiac 
arrest can go a minute or two 
(actually a lot longer than that) 
without taking a breath. What 
cardiac arrest victims really need 
is for that blood to get flowing 
again. When rescuers are worried 
about opening the airway and 

making an adequate seal, plus the 
“ick” factor and possibly digging 

a CPR mask out of a purse or 
briefcase, the delay can be 
significant. All that extra time 
is getting in the way of real 
help: chest com-pressions.
 If there is no pulse, CPR 
must be started right away as 
the individual is most likely 
having a cardiac arrest and 
not a heart attack. 
 Place your hands on top 
of each other on a person’s 
chest and press down at least 

2 inches about 100–120 times 
per minute. Most remember 
this by matching the beat of the 
song “Stayin’ Alive” by the Bee 
Gees. While funnily enough there 
are whole playlists with songs 
matching a CPR rhythm, this 
seems to be the most remembered 
for obvious reasons. 
 While most 911 
operators will remain on the line 
walking you through the process 
until paramedics arrive, it doesn’t 
hurt to have basic CPR training 
in your repertoire as you never 
know when those skills could be 
needed. Many local chambers as 
well as community organizations 
and hospitals offer classes to the 
community to educate them on 
simple, but life-saving measures. 

World-class health care  
in Encino
Primary care for all ages   |   Adult specialty care
Cancer care   |   Lab services   |   Surgery consultations

Book an appointment now

425-948-1591
uclahealth.org/encino 

15503 Ventura Blvd., Encino
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Research suggests that treating hearing loss can reduce loneliness, 
delay cognitive delay, prevent brain fatigue and improve quality of life.  
Call to schedule a COMPLIMENTARY hearing evaluation. Don’t let 
your hearing loss go untreated.

Dr. Beverly D’Cunha
Doctor of Audiology

19801 Vanowen Street, Suite H  |  Winnetka, CA 91306
(818) 914-5077  |  www.performancehearingcenter.com

A new study indicates 
cognitive problems 
related to hearing loss 
may actually begin 
before hearing loss 
is detected. Early 
intervention is key to 
preserving cognitive 
function and maintaining 
quality of life. Questions about your 

insurance benefits?  
Call 818-914-5077.

Opening a New Business in 2022?
We Can Help Spread the Word!
Call 818.313.9545 or email

EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

The Business of Murder: 
Gucci Lands as More of a 

Skit than a Saga
By Katie Sterling
 When personal and 
professional lives intertwine, 
boundaries inevitably become 
blurred but rarely, does it ever 
end in murder. And yet, when 
unbridled ambition gets the better 
of a greedy newcomer, the fixation 
on money seemingly can’t end 
anywhere but in misfortune.
 House of Gucci fixates 
on the fall of a billion-dollar 
empire, a name synonymous 
with luxury yet tainted in scandal 
during the 70s. While filmed 
beautifully and impressively 
acted, there’s a lot to unpack out 
of this designer handbag. 
 At just under three 
hours, the film seems to mirror 
the timeline of the company 
itself, starting off strong on the 
scene, slowly declining, getting a 
bit messy and eventually tying up 
loose ends in a hushed manner. 

 You can’t help but think 
that Gucci might have been better 
taking a note from the Versace 
playbook and chronicling their 
designer death in a limited mini-
series, rather than a movie that at 
times drags on, wasting what is 
otherwise a well-conceived film.
 When Patricia Regianni 
(Lady Gaga) marries heir 
Maurizio Gucci (Adam Driver), 
she knows the legacy he comes 
from but is happy to support 
his desire to carve his own path 
and become a lawyer rather 
than another Gucci chess piece. 
Yet, upon the death of his father 
Rodolfo (Jeremy Irons), Maurizio 
is quickly pulled back into the 
family business thanks to the 
nudging of his uncle and Gucci 
president Aldo (Al Pacino).
  In the guise of 
attempting to heal family 

wounds, Patricia continues 
to urge Maurizio to get more 
involved in the company, shaking 
up a structure that has long been 
held in place. Soon, the love of 
family is quickly extinguished by 
the love of money. Resentment 
boils, greediness thrives and 
the leather-clad, monogrammed 
armor can only protect the family 
from so much.
 What makes this film 
so strong is the impressive 
performances by the heavyweight 
cast. While A Star is Born 
introduced us to Gaga as an 
actress, the lack of singing in 
Gucci allows her talents to truly 
shine. Golden Globe nominations 
were recently released and Gaga 
is being recognized for her 
performance with a nomination 
for Best Actress in a Drama. Time 
will tell what the Oscars have to 
think.
 Channeling her Italian 
heritage (Gaga was born Stefani 
Joanne Angelina Germanotta), 
her transformation as the film 
progresses plays perfectly in 
tandem with Adam Driver’s 
humble character who really 
wanted nothing to with his legacy, 
but found himself dutifully 
having to play the role he tried to 
shy away from anyway. 
 An unrecognizable 
Jared Leto transforms into Paolo 
Gucci, someone in direct contrast 
to Maurizio, who wants nothing 
more than to be a successful 
part of the family, but whose 
eccentricities hold him back from 
being taken at all seriously. And 
that, in a nutshell, encapsulates 
why this film isn’t as strong as it 
could be. It peppers in over-the-
top moments, an unnecessary 
70’s soundtrack inappropriately 
timed and hasty attempts to tie up 
loose ends. For a movie promoted 
on the premise of assassination, 
you blink and could miss it. 
While certainly entertaining, the 
film eventually settles as more of 
a skit than the true saga its based 
on.
 Directed by Ridley 
Scott, House of Gucci, rated R, is 
now in theatres.

Literacy Matters.
DONATE TO THE COOPER READING CHALLENGE

AND CHANGE A CHILD’S LIFE.
The Cooper Reading Challenge began 14 years ago to teach a love of reading to the children of 
the Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley.

Literacy is a cornerstone of a successful life and if children read books that interest them, they will 
be more likely to enjoy reading throughout their lives.

This is not a fundraising program – every cent goes to buying books for kids. In the past 14 years, 
hundreds of businesses and community leaders have donated to the Challenge, enabling more 
than 2,700 children to participate.

WWW.WVBGC.ORG •  (818)  610-1054

It’s easy to contribute! Go to www.wvbgc.org/cooper-reading-challenge. Click Donate.  
Scroll to the drop-down menu and choose Cooper Reading Challenge.

Resentment boils, 
greediness thrives 

and the leather-clad,  
monogrammed armor can 

only protect the family 
from so much. 
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1-866-BEYOND-5    www.burkewilliams.com

Offers are subject to terms and conditions.

ALL THE
FESTIVE
FEELS

Shop Our Holiday Gift Guide!
 Looking to cross some names off your holiday list? Find that perfect gift for the boss, the hard-to-
shop-for family member or treat yourself with these holiday gift ideas! Support local vendors previously 
mentioned in our Farmer’s Market Finds series or branch out a bit broader. Each gift will be sure to delight!

Give the Gift of
Relaxation

 Who doesn’t love being 
pampered? Feel the spirit of the 
season by giving the ultimate gift 
of comfort and joy - a luxurious 
relaxing and immersive spa day at 
Burke Williams.
 Their expertly curated 
holiday packages invite guests 
to engage all five senses as they 
get wrapped up in a peaceful 
moment of relaxation. Purchase 
now and receive 25% off with all 
holiday gift card packages, and 
all packages include a one-day 
spa  pass.
 Choose “A Touch of 
the Holidays” at $160 (gift card 
value $215), which includes 
an 80-minute Pure Relaxation 
Massage or Spa Style Facial with 
an enhancement of choice. 
 The Spa-liday Spirit 
package at $270 (gift card value 
$375) includes an 80-minute Pure 
Relaxation Massage, a 50-minute 
Spa Style Facial and a Spa 
Manicure with Dazzle Dry.
 Spa Days All the Way 
at $500 (gift card value $690) 
includes an 80-minute Specialty 
Massage of choice, an 80-minute 
Radiance Facial, 20-minute 
Herbal Spa Bath, Luxe Spa 
Manicure with Dazzle Dry, 
Luxe Spa Pedicure with Dazzle 
Dry, pedicure enhancement of 
choice and an advanced eye lift 
enhancement.
 The ultimate gift in 
total pampering-the Wellness 
Wonderland at $1,100 (gift 
card value $1,510) includes 
an 80-minute  Burke Williams 
Signature Massage, an 80-minute 
Specialty Massage of choice, an 
80-minute Nourishing Facial, 
an 80-minute Radiance Facial, 
an 80-minute Regenerate 
Anti-Aging Facial, Luxe Spa 
Manicure with Dazzle Dry, 
Luxe Spa  Pedicure with Dazzle 
Dry, pedicure enhancement of 
choice, 20-minute Herbal Spa 
Bath, massage enhancement of 
choice, facial enhancement of 
choice and an advanced eye lift 
enhancement. 
 Burke Williams is 
located at The Village at Westfield 
Topanga or The Galleria Sherman 
Oaks. Call (866) Beyond-5 or 
burkewilliams.com to purchase.
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Spice Up Your Holiday

Festive Frozen Flavors!
 Sure, eggnog is a holiday staple, but why not elevate 
it to a festive frozen form?! Scoops on Tap brings the best 
of old school flavors with alcohol infused accoutrements 
to satisfy every tastebud. Crafted by hand, this ice cream 
utilizes local, organic and sustainable ingredients in every 
scoop, plus they have original favorites free of spirits and 
vegan options for the dietary restricted.  
 Check out their holiday offerings of Malty 
Peppermint Lager Crunch, Bourbon Eggnog Stout, Holiday 
Fudge Stout and Trippel Butterscotch Cookie! Even better, 
they deliver straight to your doorstep! Check out their array 
of flavors and satisfy that sweet tooth at ScoopsonTap.com.

 Need to spice up your traditional holiday 
staples or add a little flair to a seasonal cocktail? Elevate 
Culinary Creations has you covered! With an array of 
spice blends and specialty salts, Elevate has a unique 
roster of flavor amalgamations to enhance any dish. 
Blends are familiar but with premium and unexpected 
ingredients! They’re even the perfect size for stocking 
stuffers! Add some flair to a gift basket or stock up 
your own cabinets for a seasonal New Year. Check 
their website for local farmer’s market schedules or buy 
online at elevateculinarycreations.com.

 This season can be stressful so what better gift could 
one give than an opportunity to relax and unwind...or uncork?! 
Perfect for the boss, the business client, or, let’s be honest, 
yourself, Dancing Crow Vineyards offers a delicious roster of 
organically grown, Lake County sourced wines. This family-
owned winery has everything from Cabernet to Rosé and their 
unique Old Stake blend crafted from their 120-year old vines. 
With their various offerings, everyone will be dreaming of 
a white (and red!) Christmas! Check out their local farmer’s 
market schedule or order online at DancingCrow.com. Cheers to 
you and yours this holiday season!
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Actors Love to Eat… and Own Restaurants
 If there’s one thing 
movie stars, and everyone else 
in the industry, have in common 
with the rest of us, they have 
to eat…and they love to own 
restaurants.
 From Robert De Niro’s 
Nobu and Quentin Tarantino’s 
Korean restaurant in New York, 
Do Hwa; to Robert Redford’s 
Zoom in Park City, Utah; to 
Jessica Biel’s organic restaurant, 
Au Fudge, in West Hollywood, 
actors and other celebrities love 
to own restaurants.
 Many just put their 
names on their restaurants, while 
others can actually be found in 
the kitchen. The Valley has its 
own share of celebrity-owned 

bistros, brasseries, and bars. 
 Take Benson Fong, for 
example. He wanted something 
more substantial, and reliable, 
than being an extra in movies, so 
he opened a restaurant called Ah 
Fong’s. It grew to a chain of five 
eateries, one of them on Ventura 
Boulevard in Encino. Fong 
became much more than an extra, 
however. Between 1936 and 
1982, he appeared in 53 films, 
and died in 1987.
 A second restaurateur-
actor was Larry Levine, born in 
August 1931. Most people in 
the Valley who have frequented 
Monty’s Steakhouse, named 
after his father, remember him 
as the genial owner-host of the 

Woodland Hills restaurant, one 
of a number of Monty’s-named 
restaurants he owned, including 
one in Encino and another atop an 
office building in Westwood. The 
first Monty’s, in Pasadena, closed 
in 2007, after 66 years.
 But restaurateur Levine 
was also an actor, appearing 
in The Six Million Dollar Man 
(1974), How the West Was Won 
(1976), and The Amazing Spider-
Man (1977). Levine died on 
November 23, 2021.
 Taste Chicago, at 
603 North Hollywood Way in 
Burbank, was opened in 2004 by 
actor Joe Mantegna and his wife. 
Their eatery featured deep-dish 
pizzas and other Chicago-based 

fare. It lasted for 15 years, and 
closed in March 2019.
 Mantegna acted in more 
than 90 films, beginning his 
career in 1977. On May 3, 2017, 
Chicago dedicated Joe Mantegna 
Way, a section of Armitage 
Avenue where Mantegna lived 
during his days as a budding 
actor.
 Actress Anna Lee 
appeared in 65 films from 1932 
to 1994, several under Director 
John Ford, and on the soap opera, 
General Hospital, for 25 years as 
Lila Quartermaine. In the mid-
‘50s, she and her husband owned 
a restaurant in Canoga Park, the 
Valley Pantry, at the corner of 
Vanowen and Platt. It was, as she 
wrote in her autobiography, “In 
the middle of farms and ranches.”
 Many central Valley 
residents still fondly remember 
Phil Ahn’s Moongate. Korean-
American actor Ahn owned the 
restaurant in Panorama  City for 
more than 30 years; it closed in 
1990. With a career boasting 
more than 180 film and television 
credits between 1934 and 1978, he 
is probably the most recognized 
actor of Korean descent in the 
motion picture world. Ahn was 
awarded a Hollywood Boulevard 
Walk of Fame star on November 
11, 1984, the first Asian-American 
actor so honored.
 Harry Lewis, along 
with his wife, Marilyn, founded 
the Hamburger Hamlet in 1950. 
It grew to a chain of 24; one of 
the last that remained was the 
Sherman Oaks restaurant on 
Van Nuys Boulevard. But Harry 
Lewis, who was born in in 1920 
and died in 2013, was also an actor 
of note; between 1941 and 1978, 

he appeared in 40 films. Although 
never a star, restaurateur Lewis 
appeared in such classics as They 
Died with Their Boots On (1941), 
Key Largo (1948), and The Ten 
Commandments (1956).
 Long-time Disney 
composer, Norman “Buddy” 
Baker owned the iconic Toluca 
Lake landmark restaurant, 
Paty’s, which opened in 1960. 
The restaurant was famous 
for diner favorites and home 
baked goods…and as one of 
Walt Disney’s favorite hang-
outs.  It was a popular location 
for many locals, including Bob 
Hope, Johnny Carson, and James 
Garner. Today it is a well-known 
retro diner and many current 
celebrities like Steve Carell, Zack 
Efron and Hilary Duff frequent 
Paty’s.
 One of Disney’s most 
prolific music men, Baker 
composed more than 200 scores 
for Disney motion pictures, 
television, Disneyland, and 
Disney World. The multi-
talented artist scored the live-
action movie Napoleon and 
Samantha, which garnered the 
studio an Oscar nomination for 
Best Original Dramatic Score in 
1973, television’s Mickey Mouse 
Club, and the Haunted Mansion 
attraction at Disneyland.
 Hats off to those 
actors who also own or owned 
restaurants…combining two 
of the most challenging career 
choices of all!
 Martin Cooper,  
President of Cooper 
Communications is an award-
winning author, and has written 
four books, two of them on the 
San Fernando Valley.

 Joe Mantegna’s now-shuttered Taste Chicago, a particularly 
welcoming eatery for those from the Windy City and fans of the Cubs, 
Bulls, and Bears.
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ARITZIA  •  LEVI’S  •  LOUIS VUITTON  •  SALVATORE FERRAGAMO

LARSEN’S STEAKHOUSE  •  PICKLES & SWISS  •  and more

THE SEASON’S BEST SHOPPING AND DINING

WESTFIELD.COM

Holiday
L E T ’S
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On Site Design 
& Installation
310.869.9079

CONSTRUCTION 
& HANDYMAN

SERVICES
Repairs to Remodels
Garage Conversions
From Demo to Design

Bercsi Development Inc.
Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461 After...

Have a Hot Property in Encino?
Email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 

First time advertisers also get 
accompanying editorial! Delmonico’s Encino to 

Close?
 The Planning and 
Land Use Committee of the 
Encino Neighborhood Council 
recently discussed an agenda 
item of the proposed takeover of 
Delmonico’s in Encino. 
 The 20’s inspired 
steak and lobster eatery is in 
discussion to be replaced by Wild 
Fork Market, which will offer 
a range of high-quality meats 
at affordable pricing. As plans 
stand, there will be no change to 
the building footprint but rather, 
interior and exterior upgrades. 

 Construction would 
include demolition of existing 
interior for new build-outs, new 
storefronts on north and west 
walls, demolition of existing 
patio dining area, new signage 
and paving and restriping for 
parking spaces. 
 While there are no 
current murmurings on the closing 
of Delmonico’s, which opened 
in the early 90’s, it suffered like 
many restaurants during COVID, 
even starting a GoFundMe page 
in early 2020. 

Michelle Wie West Lands Hole 
in One with Encino Property

Artist rendering on proposed Wild Fork Market plan.

 Golf pro, LPGA Tour 
veteran and child prodigy, 
Michelle Wie West recently put 
down $5.7 million for an all-
new, built on speculation home in 
Encino. 
 Sitting on more than 
a third of an acre, the property 
is approximately 8,000-square-
feet and sits on a quiet dead-end 
street.
 The property was never 
on the market so details are 
sparse on interior, but it is clearly 

designed in a modern farmhouse 
style. The exterior is painted in 
a two-tone cream and charcoal 
color palette with a three-car 
garage, pool and inset spa. 
 Wie West became the 
youngest-ever player to qualify 
for the US Women’s Public Links 
amateur championships before 
turning pro at sixteen. 
 She moved into the 
Encino property with her husband 
Jonnie West, son of NBA legend 
Jerry West. 

 With the heavy rains we 
just experienced, it’s important to 
ensure your property is safe and 
look out for any signs of potential 
damage.
 These are signs of 
potential landslides:
 -Water flowing towards 
your foundation as this can 
cause damage to your perimeter 
foundation walls over time.
 -If you are in an area 
that was involved in recent fires, 
look out for any signs of hillside 
erosion.
 -Leaning telephone 
poles, trees, fences or walls. 
 If you start to notice 
any of the following, reach out 
to Alpha Structural  and they 
will send an assessor out to your 
property if needed.  
 For over 25 years 
now, Alpha Structural, Inc. has 
developed a powerful reputation 
as the #1 design/build firm in the 
Los Angeles area.
 They have over 400 

years of combined technical 
experience and all of it is hard-
core and down-in-the-trenches, 
not managed from behind 
a computer. Their in-house 
engineers and technicians are 
among the most experienced in 
all of Southern California. As 
hillside specialists they know 
what it takes to properly engineer 
and build, or repair, a hillside 
deck, retaining wall or any 
needed structural repair to your 
home. 
 Whether you’re noticing 
your floors sloping and are 
concerned about foundation 
issues, or you have a cantilevered 
deck that needs to be replaced, 
they can design, engineer and 
construct the most cost-efficient 
repair or upgrade for you and 
your property.
 Give Alpha Structural a 
call at (323) 258-5482 if you have 
any questions or concerns about 
your property or possible rain or 
hillside damage.

Rain Ruining Your Hillside?
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→ Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space 
→ FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.) 
→ Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available 

GET ONE MONTH FREE* 
* With a Year’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability 

   16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From  

6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

gelbgroup.net 
 

Serving the Valley since 1971 
 

El Caballero Country 
Club Reopens

improve their skill level,” PGA 
Head Golf Professional Tasha 
Bohlig said.
 “We are excited to 
relaunch El Caballero and position 
our championship golf course for 
the future, especially in light of 
recurring drought conditions in 
California and the need to be a 
responsible environmental leader 
in the golf community,” General 
Manager Phil Lopez said. “Now 
more than ever, we all need a 
sense of community and shared 
experiences to sustain us during 
these challenging times. We know 
our members feel that at El Cab.”
 For information on 
membership or events at El 
Caballero Country Club visit 
elcaballerocc.com.

 El Caballero County 
Club in Tarzana has reopened 
after a $10 million renovation to 
its golf course.
 The Robert Trent Jones 
-designed championship, par-17 
course, was enlarged to 7,019 
yards and replanted with hybrid  
drought-tolerant Bermuda. The 
new course will save 35 million 
gallons of water per year.
 All improvements 
were to increase environmental 
sustainability and all-level 
playability, including improved 
putting greens, better positioned 
bunkers and more.
 “The course’s modern 
redesign will give players a state-
of-the-art experience providing 
them with the tools they need to 
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