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AMC Promenade and Fallbrook Opening Friday

News in Brief Urban Coyote Attacks Woodland Hills Homeowner 

AMC Promenade 16 theatres at Westfield Promenade  
are opening on March 19th.  They have implemented multiple 
cleaning and safety precautions to keep customers safe.  Long 
times between showings allow for cleaning and disinfecting 
theatres.  Upgraded air filters have been installed. Concessions 
can be ordered online and paid for with a credit or debit card.  
In the event of purchase in the theatre, they still must be 
paid for with a card.  For refillable popcorn or drinks, a new 
bucket or cup will be provided.

AMC is offering 30% off regular ticket prices for 
showings before 5pm every day.  

AMC Fallbrook will open on the same date. As of 
Wednesday afternoon, Regal in Calabasas and Arclight in 
Sherman Oaks have not made information on reopening public.  

For more information visit: https://www.amctheatres.
com/movie-theatres.

 Urban coyotes 
are increasingly 

more comfortable  
in residential 

neighborhoods and 
are becoming more 
aggressive, above. 
Sparky recovering 

after the coyote 
attack, at right.
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By Kathleen Sterling 
It was Sparky’s nighttime  

constitutional. My friend Sandra 
Mariscal carried him out the 
front door to the walkway, being 
extra cautious as there had been 
coyote attacks on her other dog in 
the last few months. Just 10 feet 
from the  front door of her Vista 
de Oro home, a coyote sprang out 
of the darkness and knocked her 
over, grabbing Sparky as she fell 
backwards. 

“He was waiting for me,” 
Marsical told Valley News Group. 
“The coyotes know we have small 
dogs here and he lay in wait.” 

She was able to scramble up 
and scream at the coyote, which 
dropped the dog as he scaled the 
fence. 

This would be the coyote’s 
fourth attack on dogs at the house, 
but the first on a human. Mariscal 
injured her hip and wrist, which 
had just recovered from carpal 
tunnel surgery. Sparky was much 
more chewed up, requiring an 
immediate late-night visit to the 
vet. 

The attack happened on 
Friday night. Saturday morning I 
called the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife and Los 
Angeles Animal Control, leaving 
a message that a coyote had 
actually gone after a human this 
time. I did not get a response 
until Monday morning (evidently 
most animals don’t attack on 
weekends). 

The Fish and Wildlife 
representative explained that 
unless the coyote had actually 
bitten a person, there was nothing 
they could do except give the 
homeowner information on how 
to keep coyotes out of their yard 
- leave no food out, clear brush, 
etc. I explained they had done all 
that and more, installing sensor 
lights, carrying an air rifle, even 
resorting to a pellet gun when 
they saw a coyote - often times 
at 2 or 3 in the afternoon, just 
sitting out in the yard, waiting.

Banking and Investment  in COVID
See Pages 5-7

I pressed for another answer, 
and Wildlife Biologist Rebecca 
Barbossa called me back the 
next day.   She explained that 
Fish and Wildlife were not 
mandated to manage coyotes. 
They were, however, mandated to 

handle mountain lions, bobcats, 
bighorn sheep, raccoons and 
deer. I asked her how many deer 
attacks there had been this year.

She ignored my obvious 

sarcasm and stated that, “The 
Department of Fish and wildlife 
has never provided a removal 
service. The coyote is a non-game 
animal.”

I wasn’t sure why a raccoon 
was, but proceeded to ask her 

what they could do. Turns out 
they have instituted a program 
called “Wildlife Watch,” which 
like Neighborhood Watch is 

“What if a coyote is acting aggressively?” 
Animal Control’s answer:

 “We’ll come out and scare it away.”

(Continued to page 2)

ONEgeneration is assisting seniors by providing a free 
Lyft service to and from their COVID vaccine appointment. 
As one of the most susceptible groups, those 65 and older may 
not have easy transportation to get this life-saving vaccine and 
ONEgeneration wants to do their part to ensure there are no 
roadblocks stopping that from happening. Seniors in need of 
the service are asked to call (818) 708-6625 and have the pick 
up address, destination address and time of appointment to 
share when setting up the appointment.

Neighborhood Council Supports
Temporary Homeless Housing in Woodland Hills

ONEgeneration Offering Free Rides
for Seniors to COVID Vaccine Sites 

The Woodland Hills Warner Center Neighborhood 
Council has issued a letter to Councilman Bob Blumenfield  
outlining their support for Assembly Bill 2553, which allows 
local agencies to construct shelters as long as they meet 
certain guidelines. The Council recognized that the need 
for temporary housing is great in the West Valley for the 
currently 97 homeless individuals in Woodland Hills. This bill 
will allow for more types of housing such as A Bridge Home 
Program, Sprung Tent structures, shopping containers and 
tiny homes.  Conditions set by the council include working 
with the Neighborhood Council to obtain more locations for 
temporary housing to get more homeless off the street, being  
creative with the type of temporary housing units that can 
be moved when needs are met, and providing at least one 
temporary housing option in Woodland Hills. 
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ATTENTION! 

    2021 SeniorS 
 
The GELB Charitable Foundation is accepting  

            Scholarship Applications for FALL 2021      
   
    
  

 
 
  

 
 

Download an application at www.gelbgroup.net/community 
     Or email your request for an application to scholarships@gelbgroup.net    

Gelb Charitable Foundation 6200 Canoga Ave., Suite 201 Woodland Hills, CA 91367 818-377-2277 

     SCHOLARSHIP CONSIDERATION IS BASED UPON 
• Student’s Financial Need 
• Community Involvement 
• Completed Application 
• Student must attend a University, College or Trade School located in the San Fernando Valley 

APPLICATION  
DEADLINE 

March 31, 2021 

$1,000 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS  

CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
March 31, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom

Zoom Mee�ng Informa�on
h�ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/89602108646?pwd=NW56UzRtZzRQQ0dUY01QaGtTRjJ1UT09

Webinar ID: 896 0210 8646
Passcode: 894961

Or join by telephone by dialing US: +1-669-900- 9128

We want your par�cipa�on!
The City Council is holding a Study Session to provide direc�on to 
the Planning Department on the 2021-2029 Housing Element 
update. The Housing Element is part of the City’s General Plan and 
includes goals, policies, programs, and quan�fied objec�ves to 
house our exis�ng and future popula�on.

Input from community residents, property owners and other 
stakeholders in the Housing Element update process is crucial to 
ensuring development of fair, effec�ve, and achievable housing 
strategies.  For this reason we urge you to please par�cipate and 
share your ideas for housing all the people of Calabasas.

To learn more about the
Housing Element Update,

please visit
www.cityofcalabasas.com

or contact  
housingelement@cityofcalabasas.com

designed to alert neighborhoods 
and coach city officials in coyote 
management. It’s basically a 
program to educate homeowners 
on how to repel coyotes. So we 
were back to square one.

Next I tried Los Angeles 
Animal Control. They were no 
better. Actually, before 1994 the 
Department of Animal Services 
did routinely trap and euthanize 
coyotes. Their website states 
that stopped with a “change 
in thinking. The source of the 
problem is not the presence of 
wildlife, it is the environment that 
humans provide for them just by 
the simple manner in how we are 
the provider of food, water and 
cover for them. Many people are 
encouraging wild animals to live 
near their homes.”

Well, Mariscal certainly isn’t 
doing that. 

I stressed to Animal Control’s 
Office Hooks that a human being 
was hurt this time. Not an issue, 
they said. However... if an animal 
is injured, animal control will 
come out and address that. So if a 
coyote or bobcat is hurt, they will 
respond.

I asked point blank, “What 
if a coyote is acting aggressively 
and poised to attack?” Her 
answer, “We’ll come out and 
scare it away.”

Urban coyotes are an 
increasing problem in the valley, 
even more so with a pandemic 
when there is less human activity. 
Even with that, and ever more 
reported attacks on animals and 
humans, Los Angles doesn’t have 
a coyote management plan.

Other cities such as Torrance 

and others in Orange County 
do - which include tracking and 
eventually trapping aggressive 
animals.

Animal Control’s policy 
continues to be education of 
homeowners about “hazing” 
coyotes - shouting, arm waving 
and noise making at urban 
coyotes to get them to change 
their behavior and avoid 
residential neighborhoods.

But according to a  University 
of California Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Study in 2020, 
there is little scientific evidence 
to support hazing as an effective 
management tool. In fact, says 
study author Niamh M. Quinn, 
the method has failed to work in 
other wildlife situations including 
those with bears and birds.

So what to do? Mariscal 
ended up hiring a private trapping 
service that is licensed to trap and 
euthanize coyotes. They have set 
out two traps in the yard, baited 
with dead chickens, at a cost of 
$200 each for the trapping. If they 
do catch a coyote, it is another 
$175 to remove and euthanize it.  
At press date, no capture.

Mariscal said wryly, “They 
know we’re onto them.” Still 
terrifed, she now plans to build 
a chain-link fenced enclosed 
just outside the back door so the 
animals can do their business and 
they - and she, are safe.

For more information on 
how to scare off wild animals,  
Los Angeles Animal Services is 
holding an online seminar March 
23. Visit laanimalservices.com.

For trapping information 
visit allcityanimaltrapping.com.   

(Continued from page 1) 

WOODLAND HILLS: Nick Melvoin, Board Member, District 4  of 
LAUSD will be the guest speaker at the Woodland Hills Homeowners 
meeting March 24 at 7:30 pm. Issues on the agenda include getting 
kids back in school – what does that look like; has the virtual classroom 
hurt kids; Teachers Union negotiations; charter schools; de-funding 
school police and the future use for west valley school properties. 
There will be a Q&A tab during the meeting. Register in advance 
for this webinar at  https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
jUUEy8usT3Kt832x80DGSg. 

TARZANA:  Join the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center for a 
night of acoustic music on Friday, March 26, from 7 to 9 pm. Invited 
musical guests perform original songs and unique covers throughout 
this spectacular evening of live music. Tickets are just $5 per household 
to hear some of the best singer-songwriters in the L.A. area and all 
proceeds benefit the Center. Call (818) 705.1286 for more information.

TOPANGA: See the new art show at the Topanga Canyon Art 
Gallery continuing weekends through March 21. The latest show “A 
Shot in the Arm,” features a talented group of local artists displaying 
their visions of what would give them a much needed “Shot in the 
Arm” after a year of isolation and restraint.  The show includes 
paintings, ceramics and sculptures. The show can be experienced in 
person at the gallery which is located at 120 N Topanga Canyon Blvd, 
Topanga, CA 90290 or on-line at https://www.topangacanyongallery.

Coyote Attacks Human 

VALLEYWIDE: The San 
Fernando Valley Youth Chorus is 
currently enrolling for its “Spring 
Semester” with open enrollment 
to young choristers at all levels 
between the age of third and twelth 
grade. The season is currently 
scheduled to take place virtually 
on Zoom every Sunday from now 
until June. Enrollment is ongoing 
and tuition is discounted this 
season due to COVID-19, plus 
scholarhips are available. Visit 
valleyyouthchorus.org.

CALABASAS: The Calabasas 
Library Study Buddies tutoring 
will be held by appointment on 
Zoom on Tuesdays March 23 and 
30.  Times are available from 3:30 
to 5 pm, every half hour.  Sign 
up is required.  Tutoring is done 
by AP and honors high school 
students. Email ksteward@
calabasaslibrary.org for more 
information.

CALABASAS: The City of Calabasas will hold a “City Council Study 
Session” on Wednesday, March 31, at 7 pm via Zoom. The session 
is designed to provide direction to the Planning Department on the 
2021-2029 Housing Element update. The Housing Element is part of 
the City’s General Plan and includes goals, policies, programs and 
quantified objectives to house existing and future population.  Input 
from resident, property owners and other stakeholders is sought. To 
learn more visit cityofcalabasas.com or contact housingelement@
cityofcalabasas.com.

VALLEYWIDE: The Gelb Charitable Foundation is accepting 
applications now through March 31 for their scholarships. The $1,000 
scholarships are to 2021 graduating seniors based on the student’s 
financial need, community involvement and planned attendance to a 
San Fernando Valley university, college or trade school. Download the 
application at www.gelbgroup.net/community or email the application 
to Gelb Charitable Foundation, 6200 Canoga Avenue, Woodland Hills 
CA 91367. For more information call (818) 377-2277.

WOODLAND HILLS: Jackie Goldberg will host Pamela Clay and the 
Catahula Band on “Pink Lady Presents” Sunday, March 21, at 5 pm on 
KSCI Channel 18. Call (818) 606-6679 for more information.
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People In the News 

LVMWD continued its 
celebration of International 
Women’s Day with a Zoom event 
celebrating the contributions of 
the women of LVMWD.

District staff and community 
partners were invited to a 
virtual recognition highlighting 
the contributions of female 
employees of the past and present. 

Special guest Glen Peterson, 
former LVMWD board president 
and current representative to the 
Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California, paid tribute 
to Elizabeth Hughes, Alice Stelle, 
Eleanor DeCarteret, and Ann 
Dorgelo, the trailblazing women 
who each played a major part 
in the formation of the district. 

Current LVMWD Board 
Director Lynda Lo-Hill was also 
featured,

Decarteret told Valley News 
Group, “One day Hidden Hills 
was hit with an immediate water 
shortgage. When you turned on a 
faucet, no water flowed. To find a 
solution a newspaper was founded 
by myself and Alice Stelle. The 
Enterprise was circulated to keep 
citizens informed (today it is still 
published by Valley News Group 
as the Calabasas Enterprise). 
The story played out by word 
of mouth and in the press and 
ultimately annexation to the 
Metropolitan Water Disrrict was 
achieved and the district could be 
assured of a reliable, permanent 
source of water for the 88 square 
miles of Las Virgenes territory.”

Current LVMWD Board 
Director Lynda Lo-Hill was also 
featured, offering her perspective 
as just the second woman to serve 
on the Board.

“As the only woman currently 
sitting on the Board, I’m proud to 
celebrate the women that came 
before me,” commented Director 
Lo-Hill. “I’m grateful for their 
contributions to the district and 
my hope is that I can also inspire 
the next generation of women 
looking to serve in the water 
community.” 

Current female staff members 
Sherri Paniagua, human resources 
manager; Karen Norman, 
administrative assistant; Veronica 
Hurtado, associate engineer; and 
Joanne Bodenhamer, planning 
and new development technician 
were also recognized, joining 
a discussion on their own 
experiences in the industry and 
the evolution of equality and 
inclusion in the workplace. 

LVMWD General Manager 
Dave Pedersen provided opening 
remarks. 

“It was incredibly important 
that we still find the time and 
space to celebrate this day,” 
stated Public Affairs Associate 
Riki Clark. 

“The significance of 
women’s contributions to 
LVMWD specifically cannot be 
understated, and we wanted to 
make sure we gave our current 
employees their flowers while 
they are still here.”

Alice Stelle Eleanor DeCarteret

Elizabeth Hughes Ann Dorgelo

Ed Reynolds, above, is 
well-known to the west valley 
from the Wings Over Wendy’s 
meetings Mondays in Woodland 
Hills and Tuesdays in Tarzana. 
Reynolds is a retired USAF Lt. 
Colonel who has visited every 
country in the world. Since 2007 
he wrote journals of his trips, 
which he turned into a book. 

Do Not Travel There - 
Tourist Travel in Department of 
State Level 4 Countries was just 
published. Reynolds tells how and 
when he visited the countries and 
the experiences he had touring 
them. On many visits, he traveled 
alone and in dangerous conditions. 
He writes about private tours 
of famous architectural sites by 
the Curator, his guides’ personal 
thoughts, and the people he 
met. “Let Ed Reynolds take you 
on a fascinating journey to the 
countries the US government 
doesn’t want you to visit. Do 
Not Travel There! is a must-
read for every inquisitive person 
who wondered what it would be 
like,” Said Dennis McCarthy, a 
columnist for the Daily News.  
The book is available at Amazon.
com.

You wouldn’t think it but Jose Torres has the luck of the Irish! It was 
a truly lucky St. Patrick’s Day today for him. Torres, above with his 
nurse, was admitted to West Hills Hospital for COVID on January 8, 
2020 and he was discharged March 17, bedecked with green beads 
and shamrocks! 

Pioneer Women  of the Las Virgenes
Water District  Honored 
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Not only are West Valley 
Chamber of Commerce members 
proud to be a part of the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Chamber 
of Commerce is proud of its 
members!

In the past year, since the 
stay-at-home regulation was 
issued, the backbone of our local 
economy has been faced with 
many challenges. The business 
community is staying connected 
and creating new connections 
by participating in the virtual 
activities the chamber of 
commerce offers.

“For me, it is literally the 
only way to stay connected during 
these times. Yes, virtual fatigue is 
real. I don’t skip the much needed 
virtual connections our Chamber 
of Commerce offers,” says Dick 
Bublitz of FibreNew We Fix 
Leather.

“Who knew I would be 
making new connections leading 
to new clients during this time! 
I am grateful for all the ways 
our chamber of commerce has 
created ways for us to connect and 
they make it FUN,” said David 
Gumatay of CMIT Solutions.

Small socially distant 
gatherings are still happening. 
12-15 virtual gatherings and 
innumerable webinars and 
informational virtual meetings 
are being offered each month.

It is more important now than 
ever to stay connected virtually. 
The West Valley Warner Center 
Chamber of Commerce has 20+ 

Guest Editorial: Long Live the Chambers of Commerce
From Diana Williams, CEO of the West Valley Warner Center Chamber 

social media sites for the business 
community to self-promote or 
just keep the community apprised 
of their current business model.  
These social media sites have 
been extraordinary in keeping us 
connected.

The West Valley Warner 
Center Chamber of Commerce 
is advocating for businesses by 
writing letters and participating 
in important town halls and 
other meetings with local elected 
officials. They pay attention to 
legislation and seriously consider 
the position of supporting or not 
supporting certain measures. 
The only benefit that is not being 
carried out at this time is the large 

in-person gatherings.  The West 
Valley -Warner Center Chamber 
of Commerce has organized 
efforts to feed the front line 
workers and get PPE into the 
hands of the business community. 
Even with all the restrictions, 
they were able to have contactless 
toy/food drives.“It has been our 
absolute privilege to be able to 
help so many in the West San 

Fernando Valley during this time. 
Since March of 2020, we have a 
resource guide and support local 
guide on our website. We provide 
assistance and resources on PPP 
and other grants and emergency 
funding, webinars regarding HR 
issues, and Covid-19 guidelines.  
We have had our pedal to the 
metal the entire time and are 
grateful to have been able to stay 
in place to carry out this very 
important work.

 Since 1930, the West Valley 
Warner Center Chamber of 
Commerce supports, promotes 
and educates the community 
which now covers Woodland 
Hills, Tarzana, Reseda and the 
portion of Canoga Park that is 
in the Warner Center. If you are 
interested in outreach to the 
West San Fernando Valley, join 
the West Valley Warner Center 
Chamber of Commerce. You 
will also be apprised of the latest 
property developments, economic 
development, as well as resources 
and referrals.

 

Why should you refrain 
from arguing or resisting law 
enforcement personnel when you 
are stopped?  Why are so many 
people being JERKS and failing 
to comply with the directions of a 
police officer?

Like many of you, I 
read the newspaper crime reports 
and watch TV news broadcasts 
and those daily police pursuits, 
showing people resisting law 
enforcement personnel in the 
performance of their duties.  
What was once the standard of 
compliance and cooperation 
by most people dealing with 
officers has become resistance 
and hostility against the people 
we recruit and train to become 
police officers and protect us, 
our families, and neighborhoods.  
We expect the police to protect 
all of us and keep us away from 
danger.  Criminal danger comes 
in many forms.  There are the 
robbers, burglars, auto thieves, 
and the worst of the criminal 
element includes those that 
murder and torture their victims.

Having served over 50 
years in law enforcement and 
still an active member of the law 
enforcement community, I have 

witnessed the dramatic change 
in attitudes and perception by 
members of society toward police 
personnel.  What brought about 
this change in attitude from one 
of cooperation and appreciation 
to one of hostility, negativity, 
and the defunding mentality of 
some weak and spinless elected 
officials along with certain 

community groups? When people 
are stopped for an investigation, 
suddenly the cell phone cameras 
are activated and the incident is 
recorded by suspects, witnesses 
and even officers.  If you are not 
aware, most law enforcement 
agencies now equip their field 
personnel with cameras.  Cameras 
are inside the police unit and worn 
on the officer’s uniform.  The 
incident is recorded to preserve 
the truth and for the protection 
of everyone involved in the stop.  
So, when the cooperative or 

hostile attitude 
is displayed 
by the person 
stopped, it can 
be reviewed 
to protect 
e v e r y o n e 
involved and 
d e t e r m i n e 
the truth, if a 
complaint is 
generated.

S o , 
just try and be 
nice and kind 
to the police officer that stops you 
for whatever reason.  Remember 
you are most likely being recorded 
on their video.  If it is for a traffic 
violation, try and admit your error 
and ask for a warning.  Officers 
have the authority to issue you 
a warning rather than a citation.  
The warning is just between you 
and the officer.  No citation or 
fine or traffic school.  It is the best 
way to end the stop and save you 
money and points on your license.  
On the other hand, if you want 
to act the JERK and argue, you 
will receive the citation and fine 
and any other parting equipment 
violations that will cost you a 

We provide assistance and 
resources on PPP and 
other grants and emergency 
funding, webinars regarding 
HR issues and Covid-19 
guidelines.  We have had our 
pedal to the medal 
the entire time.

Rantz and Ravez from Dennis Zine 

(Continued to page 18)

Why are so many people 
being JERKS and 
failing to comply with 
the directions of 
police officer?

• We’re all supposed to be health conscious these days. When you 
eat out at restaurants you’re supposed to order those menu items with 
the little red hearts next to them that signify healthfulness. Our friend 
David Smith says he appreciates those little hearts because he can rule 
out those items as being completely unsatisfying.

•The shortest distance between two points is always under 
construction.

• Fast Flash! Our service station guy told us there was no difference 
between sex and Campbell’s Soup. He sez both are “ummmmm good!”

• Speaking of sex...my friend Dale Lambert offers these lovemaking 
tips for older folks:

- Put bifocals on to double check you’re with the right partner.
- Set alarm on your clock for two minutes - in case you doze off.
- Set the mood with lighting - turn ‘em all OFF.
- Make sure you put 911 on speed dial before you begin - in case!
- and write your partner’s name on your hand in case you can’t 

remember what to scream at the end!

• Has everyone seen the sign on the wall of Salvation Army’s 
Canoga Park store. It reads, “The main thing about the main thing is to 
keep it THE MAIN THING!”

• Thought for the day: “What you do speaks so loudly I cannot 
hear what you say.” Ralph Waldo Emerson said it.



Valley News Group,  March 18, 2021, Page 5

While you may not be a pediatric surgeon volunteering your topiary talents at a children’s 
hospital – your life is just as unique. Backed by sophisticated resources, a Raymond James 
financial advisor can help you plan for what’s important to you. That’s LIFE WELL PLANNED.

Pediatric surgeon. Nonprofit board member. Topiary artist. 
A life well planned allows you to

LIVE YOUR  
LIFE.

TONY BATTAGLIA 
Complex Manager
 
Trillium Towers Center 
6320 Canoga Ave., Suite 900  //  Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
T 818.737.7673  //  tony.battaglia@raymondjames.com 
raymondjames.com/woodland-hills

© 2021 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. 21-BR3RS-0044 JPR 3/21
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Considering Bankruptcy?
Times are tough...
Learn About All Of Your Financial Options

Call the Law Offices Of  Hagen & Hagen
- 30 Years of Experience
- Attorney & CPA
- Certified as a Specialist by the 
State Bar Of California and the 
American Bankruptcy Board Of 
Certification

WOODLAND HILLS
818.501.6161
Email: jeff@hagenhagenlaw.com JEFF HAGEN

By Tony Battaglia
Investment policy statements 

can serve as a guide for you and 
your advisor.

Entrepreneurs don’t start 
a business without a plan and 
contractors don’t start a house 
without blueprints. Given the 
important role your wealth plays 
in your life, as an investor, you 
require your own strategy or 
blueprints to guide your way 
forward. An investment policy 
statement may fit the bill.

Typically a tool used by 
institutions managing significant 
assets, an investment policy 
statement (IPS) defines and 
documents your investment goals 
and tolerance for risk. It can help 
guide your relationship with 
your financial advisor, acting as 
a foundation and benchmark as 
you work together to pursue your 
financial objectives.

Finding clarity
We often think of our 

financial goals as relatively 
straightforward. But in reality, 
once we consider market 

Blueprints for Your  Financial Future

By Jeff Hagen
We live in extremely 

unsettling and disturbing times. 
The Covid-19 virus represents 
a scary public health threat, and 
the economic damage caused 
by our stalled economy is likely 
going to be felt for years to come. 
Families and businesses are 
struggling to stay safe and are 
struggling to pay their monthly 
obligations, not to mention their 
creditors. And make no mistake: 
although mortgage lenders, 
landlords, auto lenders, and even 
credit card companies have been 
more patient than usual in the 
past few months, that patience 
is not going to last much longer.

Are you at the point where 

turbulence or our environment 
of increasingly complex 
investments, it’s rarely a simple 
matter.

Completing a risk assessment 
when crafting your IPS will 
help clarify both your comfort 
with risk and your portfolio’s 
ability to weather that risk. For 
example, a 10% drop in the 
market may sound manageable, 
but if that means your $250,000 
portfolio drops by $25,000, will 
you still be comfortable? Would 
you be tempted to make impulse 
decisions, or would you trust in the 
long-term plan you’d previously 
laid out? These are the moments 
in which an up-to-date IPS can 
serve as a valuable guidepost.

The discussions you’ll have 
when developing your IPS can 
also help clarify the personal 
motivations behind your financial 
goals, including the aspirations 
you have for your family, career or 
enduring legacy. Defining those, 
in turn, will help your financial 
advisor ensure your portfolio 
continues to support your long-
term vision for the future.

Your financial touchstone
When markets fall, seeing 

the immediate decline in your 
assets will be more distressing 
than discussing such an event 
hypothetically. But this is when an 
IPS can serve as a grounding tool 
– which is exactly how they’re 
used by institutions tasked with 
the management of significant 
assets. An IPS helps to keep them 
from straying from their mandate 
while pursuing their objectives. 

Going through the measured 
and thoughtful practice of 
creating an IPS can help you stay 
confident and focused on your 
long-term goals, even during 
times of market uncertainty. And 
that’s exactly what a thoughtful 
plan and trusted financial advisor 
are for – in fact, a recent Dalbar 
study found that about nine 
out of 10 investors reported 
increased confidence and trust 
in their advisor as a result of the 
volatility-laden pandemic.

Common ground for you and 
your advisor

As your life evolves, an IPS 

you are considering bankruptcy 
as an option? If so, there are two 
primary alternatives: Chapter 
7 and Chapter 13. Chapter 7 
is filed by approximately two-
thirds of the people who file 
bankruptcy each year. In a 
Chapter 7, the debtor is seeking 
to discharge those debts that can 
be discharged in bankruptcy.

But there is risk. Chapter 7 is 
only advisable if the assets you 
own are either fully encumbered 
by liens and/or are fully exempt 
under California law. And 
Chapter 7 may not be appropriate 
if your income is so high that it 
appears that you have the ability 
to repay your creditors, in whole 

Considering Bankruptcy? 
Ask the Expert 

Entrepreneurs don’t start a business without a plan and 
contractors don’t start a house without blueprints. Given the 
important role your wealth plays in your life...an investment 
policy statement may fit the bill - Tony Battaglia

(Continued to page 16)

(Continued next page)

JFLA Offering $3000 Interest-Free Loans 
Got bills? The Jewish Free Loan Association wants to help. Borrow 

up to $3,000 with the names and contact information of two references. 
No guarantors required. Borrowers cannot have an outstanding loan 
with JFLA and must show proof of steady income.

All loans have 0% interest and no fees for the life of the loan. 
Personal loans can be used to pay for groceries, rent, medical or dental 
bills, car repair, remote learning expenses, childcare and more.

Visit jfla.to learn more and fill out a pre-loan application.
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Puth, Steve

Subject: FW: Help Clients Avoid a Market Volatility Storm—Personalized Consumer Ad

The alternative to riding out market turbulence. ----------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------  

Get this client ad personalized and use it to prospect!  

Some advisors offer financial advice to 
help you ride out market turbulence.  

But what if you don’t have to?  
Avoid the storm by participating in market increases 
without sharing in market losses. Protect your financial 
future from market volatility by allocating a portion of 
your nest egg to a fixed indexed annuity.  

If GROWING AND PROTECTING your hard-earned 
retirement dollars is important to you, contact me today!  

 JESUS A. LOPEZ
Financial Consultant

818.456.4770   cell 818.231.2877
5341 Alhama Street, Suite 4
Woodland Hills  CA 91364
CA Insurance LIcense #0C28958

Why Weather 
a Market

Volatility Storm...

When You Can
Choose Clear Skies ?

Securities offered through Centaurus Financial Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC
Supervisory Branch: 2300 E. Katella Avenue #200 Anaheim, CA.  92806 (800)880-4234

or in part. If you’re operating a business, will you be permitted to 
continue operating the business? The answer depends on whether 
it’s a corporation, limited liability company, partnership or sole 
proprietorship, what assets the business owns, what debts the business 
owes, and what the business may be worth as a going concern.

Chapter 13 is filed by approximately one-third of the people who 
file bankruptcy each year. In a Chapter 13, the debtor is also seeking to 
discharge those debts that can be discharged in bankruptcy, but there is 
less risk, since you’re offering to repay creditors, at least in part, over 
a period of three to five years, in exchange for which you get to keep 
all of your assets, including operating businesses, regardless of what 
those assets are worth.

Which chapter is the better chapter for you? How will bankruptcy 
affect your credit score? How long will bankruptcy remain in your credit 
history? Will you still be able to quality for home loans, auto loans, or 
auto leases? Let’s find out. I offer a no-charge by-Zoom or by-phone 
initial consultation. Let’s take a look at your financial circumstances, 
analyze all of the various bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy options 
available, and determine the most prudent game plan available for you 
and your family, so that you can take a deep breath and get a good 
night’s sleep. I’ll shepherd you through the highly complex bankruptcy 
process safely. And here’s the best advice I can give you before we 
even speak: seek advice early! The earlier in the process you seek 
expert advice, the more options you’ll have available, and the more 
likely we’ll be able to implement a successful game plan.

Jeff Hagen’s practice is devoted solely to bankruptcy law, 
representing consumer debtors in Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 cases here 
in the Central District Of California. He has been in practice since 
1989. He offers a no-charge by-Zoom or by-phone initial consultation 
and can be reached at (818) 501-6161; jeff@hagenhagenlaw.com.

Options to Consider in Bankruptcy
(Continued from previous page)

IRS Pushes Tax Deadline to May 17
The IRS recently announced that they have moved the deadline 

for filing 2020 federal income tax returns to May 17, pushing it 
approximately a month from the standard April 15 deadline. The 
extension postpones any payments without penalties and interest, 
regardless of the amount owed. The change comes in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic as lawmakers, tax professionals and more urged 
the IRS to give the general public more time to amend their taxes given 
the numerous changes and policies enacted during this past year. 

Taxpayers do not need to file any forms or call the IRS to qualify 
for this automatic federal tax filing and payment relief. Individual 
taxpayers who need additional time to file beyond the extended May 
17 deadline can request a filing extension until October 15 by filing 
Form 4868 which will give taxpayers until that date to file their 2020 
tax return but does not grant an extension of time to pay taxes due. 
The IRS is encouraging taxpayers to file as early as possible and 
electronically, if possible, to ensure the fastest turnaround time for any 
tax refunds owed. 

New PPP Forgiveness Guidelines

Los Angeles County Offers Small Business Loans
Valley businesses can apply 

for loans from $50,000 to $3 
million from a new L.A. County 
Small Business Stabilization 
Loan Program. The program will 
fund loans until the $20 million 
fund has been distributed. 

Eligible businesses must 

have been in operation for the 
last two years and need money 
for working capital, equipment 
purchases, real estate acquisition 
or refinancing of existing loans. 

Recipients will be given links 
to access to online webinars, one-
on-one financial consultations, 

and application assistance. 
A webinar explaining the 

application process will be held 
on Friday, March 25. To view 
visit bizstabilization.lacda.org 
or call the Los Angeles County 
Development Authority at  (626) 
586-1660.

City of Calabasas May Receive Over $4 Million in Grants
The recently passed federal 

American Rescue Plan Act may 
give the City of Calabasas up to 
$4.5 milliion in grants.

The stimulus money will 
come in two grants, half in two 
months and the second half in 

May 2022, according to Calabasas 
Mayor James Bozajian.

He stated that this was the 
largest grant of its kind Calabasas 
has ever received,  but did not 
say yet what the money would be 
used for except to say, “it will be 

put to good use.” 
Calabasas had a total revenue 

of $52,574,048 for 2020-21, with 
expenses of $56,318,753, so the 
money would give a boost to the 
local economy..

The SBA has released a new streamlined PPP Forgiveness 
Application for any small business owner who has a loan of $150,000 
or less. 

The new form 3508S only has four pages, only one which needs 
filled out. You also no longer have to submit receipts, payroll stubs, 
rent checks or any other documentation - you just need to keep them 
on file.

If you got your loan through your local bank, have them email 
you the form, fill it out and send it back to them. The bank then has 60 
day to send it to the SBA, which has 90 days to review it and pay the 
bank. You will then get a forgiveness notice from the bank.

Logix Offers Low Auto Rates 
Logix Federal Credit Union iwants to help you buy a car! New 

auto loan rates start as low as 1.49%  APR. The loans are offered at no 
money down with no payments for 90 days. 

Logix has local branches in Woodland Hills at 21520 Victory, 
phone (855) 564-4916, Calabasas at 23741 Calabasas Road (next to 
Trader Joe’s) phone (866) 5328 and Tarzana at 28700 Ventura Blvd. 
(around the corner from Whole Foods) phone (855) 564-4917.

For more information and details visit logixbanking.com.    
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Sagebrush Cantina

Enterprise

6 by 5.5

NOW OPEN 
FOR

PATIO
DINING 

Social Distancing • All Precautions Observed
Take Out Also Available

Local Students Make Semi-Finals 
In Music Center’s Spotlight Program 

Jack Lieberman, Agoura 

Julie Outmesguine, Agoura 

Chloe Kinsler, Winnetka

Nicholas Kim, West HIlls

Cassidy Mae Benullo, Calabasas

What does Josh Groban 
have in common with five local 
students? They’re all Spotlight 
semifinalists! 

Following two rounds of 
virtual auditions, The Music 
Center has selected 112 of 
Southern California’s most 
talented high school students 
as semifinalists in The Music 
Center’s 33rd annual Spotlight 
program, a free nationally 
acclaimed arts training and 
scholarship program for teens. 

A TMC Arts program, 
Spotlight offers valuable 

performance opportunities, 
audition experiences and 
mentorship, plus technical 
and artistic insights taught by 
professional artists and arts 
administrators, and awards more 
than $100,000 in scholarships 
each year. TMC Arts re-imagined 
the program’s offerings to be 
entirely digital and COVID 
safe for the 2020–2021 year. 
The Music Center named 16 
semifinalists in each of seven 
categories—acting, ballet, dance, 
classical voice, non-classical 
voice, classical instrumental 
and jazz instrumental. 

This year, nearly 1,500 
teens representing more than 

275 schools, 194 cities and 
eight counties auditioned for the 
prestigious program. 

Spotlight provides students 
the opportunity to develop their 
performance abilities, receive 
valuable college preparedness 
skills and gain confidence to 
pursue their dreams in the 
performing arts. 

Through a supportive 
environment, students also 
develop important life skills, 
including building self-esteem, 
preparation and perseverance, that 
benefit the participants beyond the 
stage. Notable Spotlight alumni 
include Tony Award® winner 
Lindsay Mendez, American 
Ballet Theatre’s principal dancer 

Misty Copeland, Emmy® award-
winning composer Kris Bowers 
and major recording artists Josh 
Groban and Adam Lambert, 
among many others. Recent 
Spotlight finalists appeared as 
guest performers during Groban’s 
first livestream holiday concert 
in December 2020, which was 
viewed by an international 
audience.

The five local finalists 
were  Cassidy Mae Benullo 
from Calabasas High School, 
Jack Lieberman from Agoura 
Hills High, Chloe Kinsler from 
Granada Hills Charter,  Julie 
Outmesguine from Oak Park 
High School, and Nicholas Kim 
from Agoura High School.   

Looking for a Thriller
With Both TV and Baseball?

Margot Martin’s new book, 
Human Resources, is a fast paced 
page turner that delves into the 
real-life circumstances found 
inside a major market television 
station during the mid-90’s. 
The thriller is etched between a 
landscape of broadcast television 
and baseball - with male banter, 
rituals, ongoing sports talk, 
and yes, a love story mixed in.  
Martin is a former broadcast 
TV executive whose breakout 
novel is “Wolf of Wall Street” 
meets “The Firm.” Available at 
Amazon, Barnesandnoble.com and 
MargotMartin.com.
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THE ULTIMATE OUTDOOR ESCAPE

 The ultimate outdoor escape 
is at The Village at Westfield 
Topanga - where you’ll find al 
fresco dining from over 20 dine-
in restaurants and fast casual 
eateries, tranquil vibes by their koi 
pond, cozy fire pits, weekly live 
music and entertainment plus over 
70 specialty shops. Conveniently 
book your reservation today with 
their Concierge team via Answers 
On The Spot by texting 818-306-
5956.
 As a Westfield Rewards 
loyalty member, you can also earn 
2.5% cash- back on purchases 
made at any Westfield Topanga 
& The Village store or restaurant, 
plus up to $650 cashback when 
shopping luxury. Download the 
Westfield US app and sign up for 
Westfield Rewards today to get 
exclusive access to events, gift with 
purchases, discounts, special offers 
and more!
 To learn more visit www.
westfield.com/topanga and follow 
@westfieldtopanga on Facebook & 
Instagram to stay up-to- date with 
all things Westfield Topanga!

EMC Seafood & Raw Bar 
818.704.1899

 Il Fornaio 
818.297.1700

 JOEY
818.340.5639

Wokcano 
818.704.0923

Lucille’s Smokehouse 
Bar-B-Que 

818.346.7427
Sushi Katsu-ya  

818.704.1213
Eureka! 

818.857.5544
XOC Tequila Grill 

818.992.7930

VALLEY ENTERTAINMENT
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S
You’re Never Fully Dressed 
Without a  mile!

Susan Fredericks, D.D.S.
30 Years Practicing in Woodland Hills

General Dentistry
Specializing in Missing Teeth & Implants

Full Service Dentist
Cosmetic Dentistry
                 Brightening
Member: American Academy of      
       Cosmetic Dentistry
Faculty:   UCLA School of                 
       Dentistry
Saturday & Evening Appts Available

Phone: (818) 346-3337  www.SouthernCalSmiles.com
6325 Topanga Canyon Blvd, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 (At Topanga and Victory Blvds.)

Dr. Susan Fredericks

FREE 
EXAM &
X-RAYS

New patients with cleaning

8138 Woodlake Ave • West Hills
(818) 254-8119 • FairwindsWestHills.com

It’s More Than Retirement. It’s Five-Star Fun.

We know there’s a lot going on. Now, more than ever, we 
are here for you. As your trusted partner in senior living, 

we have extensive resources to help you plan ahead.

With Leisure Care’s nearly 50 years of experience providing 
exceptional senior living, we’re ready when you need us.

Call (818) 254-8119 to schedule your virtual tour.

Now accepting 
new residents!

By Allie Priore
Wow. Can you believe it has 

been a whole year since our lives 
took a sudden pause? Look at how 
far we have come since last March 
and the wild shifts in our lifestyle 
since then. One thing that has 
been on my mind as of late, and 
that perhaps is on many of yours 
as well, is the future of fitness. 

As a professional in the 
industry who normally teaches in 
a group setting, I have begun to 
wonder what the world of fitness 
will look like as gyms, boutique 
studios, etc. start to re-open. Will 
we slowly revert back to the norm 
or has fitness forever changed?

Prior to quarantine I was 
teaching group Pilates classes 
at multiple studios in the Los 
Angeles area. Like so many, my 
entire world came to a standstill 
when COVID-19 hit and my 
industry completely shut down. 
In the last year we have had to 
pivot to the virtual sphere to stay 
connected to our clients and to 
offer them our services. At the 
very beginning of the lockdown, 
serving what we thought would 
only be a temporary change, 
we began mini-workouts on 
Facebook and Instagram Live. A 
few months in, when it was clear 
life was going to stay this way for 
the foreseeable future, we pivoted 
yet again to Zoom. It has now 
become the new normal to take 
live classes in your own home 
with your favorite instructors.

When gyms and boutique 
studios are allowed to re-open 
for indoor patronage, it begs the 
question of what will that look like 
and will people be comfortable 
returning? As it seems to be getting 
closer to the possibility of this 
happening, I wanted to discuss. 

I anticipate the guidelines 
will be similar to most other 
establishments: limited capacity, 
temperature checks, masks 
required, social distancing, 
modified class schedule, etc. For 
business owners, this is great 
news because they can operate 
again and thus bring in a more 
consistent stream of income. For 
instructors, it is great because we 
can reconnect with our clients 
and return to doing what we love. 

Post COVID: What Is the 
Future of Fitness?

While Zoom provided a great 
alternative to many, there’s no 
denying that the screen divide 
adds an awkward disconnect.

On the other hand, it poses 
the question of how this might 
affect pay for both instructors 
and clients based on limited 
capacity and modified schedules. 
Memberships will have to be 
reevaluated as well as instructor 
pay. There is no doubt that all 
parties involved are having 
to make sacrifices to allow 
operations to proceed safely 
so how can we ensure rates 
accurately, and fairly, represent 
that?

Another factor to consider is 
from the client standpoint – will 
clients want to return to in-person 
classes? After an entire year of 
being unable to attend classes 

indoors at a studio or workout at 
the gym, consumers pivoted to 
at-home workouts. Most people 
shifted to the virtual sphere 
whether it be Zoom, On Demand 
classes, etc. Many focused on 
building home gyms or investing 
in high quality pieces like a 
Pilates Reformer or a Peloton spin 
bike. Therefore, is there a need 
to return? Are people content 
enough with their new regimes?

More so, due to COVID-19, 
some clients may not feel 
comfortable to return to in-
person classes or a gym quite 
yet. The people, the shared 
equipment, the mask-wearing. 
These are factors to consider 
when these establishments 
can re-open. I do believe the 
demand will be there and people 
who are ready to return to in-
person fitness classes will do so. 

However, due to the 
investment in equipment, 
changes in lifestyle and client 
comfortability, I do see a 

(Continued to next page) 

It has now become the 
new normal to take 
live classes in your 
own home with your 
favorite instructors.

Save Lives, Donate Blood

With the pandemic lock 
downs, the Red Cross is in need 
of even more blood donations 
than usual.

Donate locally to the 
American Red Cross office at 
6338 Variel Avenue, Woodland 
Hills.

Call (818) 992-2020 to find 
donation requirements and to 
make an appointment to give 
blood or plasma for those in 
need.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY

At Dignity Health – Northridge Hospital Medical Center, we understand that 
your health has never been more important. And that includes taking care of 
your heart. From education, prevention and diagnostic procedures to advanced 
treatment and rehabilitation, our cardiovascular specialists are here and ready 
to safely put their heart into caring for yours. Learn more or find a cardiologist 
near you at DignityHealth.org/NHMC/Heart.

 Because your heart  
 matters, we’re here.

Don’t delay care.

6351 Owensmouth Avenue | Suite 101-A | Woodland Hills | CA 91367

possibility for a decline of 
patronage in the immediate 
return.  

All in all, I believe the 
fitness industry is going to see 
some hybrid version of both 
in-person options and virtual 
options. Like most things post 
COVID-19, only time will tell. 

I believe it is important to 
offer both options to cater to 
consumers’ needs, wants and 
comfortability for the time 
being. It will be an adjustment 
at first but ultimately, we will 
adapt as we always do. 

The end goal has always 
remained the same: to provide 
a safe space where people can 
de-stress, move their bodies, 
heal their souls and just be 
present in that moment. 

Well, what do you think? 
Do you foresee yourself 
returning to in-person fitness 
establishments? 

Remember to do what 
makes you comfortable and 
know there are still plenty 
of virtual options out there 
for you! Let’s stay hopeful 
that things continue to move 

forward over these next few 
months. We have come so far in 
this last year and we have proven 
we are capable of change when 
dealt a dire situation. Stay diligent, 
stay safe and stay healthy! 

Allie Priore is a certified 

Pilates Instructor and teacher of 
mindful movement. She teaches 
at various studios and now offers 
both private sessions and classes 
on the virtual sphere. For inquiries 
about sessions, email her at 
alessandra.c.priore@gmail.com.

By Janey M. Rifkin
For starters – taxis, shuttles, and ride shares pose a risk for COVID 

exposure. Scientists have an answer, according to the New York Post. Not 
knowing how commercial vehicles are disinfected or cleaned between 
passengers, opening all windows is the safest option. The researchers 
created computer simulations of the airflow inside a Toyota Prius traveling 
at 40-50 mph with a driver in the front left seat and a rider in the back 
right. This policy (all windows open) was safest in reducing exposure to 
aerosols exhaled by others.

Wearing a face mask is imperative. New guidelines say double masking 
is “just good common sense,” according to Adrianna Rodriguez in USA 
Today. And that’s how Dr. Anthony Fauci describes the growing practice 
“by layering double masks, preferably with a cloth and any medical-style 
mask, the virus is inhibited from being breathed in or out.”

No time or place to exercise? You must be joking! Walking, running, 
or hiking outdoors is the best exercise. Make time for it and keep a record 
on your calendar. If you need an incentive, friends will hold you to your 
goals either by working out with you on Zoom or committing to logging 
the same number of steps every day. Look for outdoor exercise classes or 
online workouts. Remember, where there’s a will (well, you know where 
this is going)!

The Covid-19 virus is mutating now. That’s what they do! The new 
variants pose further dangers and stay-at-home regulations persist for our 
safety. In time, vaccines will pave the road back to normalcy.

Janey Rifkin is a syndicated writer and longtime Health Editor of 
Valley News Group.

The Way We Live Now - 
Daily Habits Have Changed 

What’s the Future of Fitness After COVID
(Continued from page 10)
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Take a look inside your  
future at The Variel.
Discovery Center now open!

You’re invited to experience The Variel—the next-generation senior living community now under construction 
in Warner Center. Our new Discovery Center showcases the upscale contemporary design featuring all the services  
and amenities you love. Call (747) 282-0300 today to schedule your one-on-one visit.*  Virtual visits also available.

Ask about The Variel VIP Program. Exclusive benefits include priority residence selection, members-only 
events and special introductory pricing.

Discovery Center  |  6160 Variel Ave. Woodland Hills, CA 91367  |  747-282-0300  |  TheVariel.com

*COVID-19 protocols: Due to capacity restrictions, please call ahead to schedule an appointment. For a walk-in visit, call  
from parking lot to ensure that space is available for safe entry. Face masks required.

Absolutely Grounded with Conni Ponturo
Workout Anywhere, Anytime! 

Enjoy Access to Hundreds of Motivating Videos Including Pilates, Guided Meditation, 
Stretching, Daily Doses of Health and Much More on this Membership Site!

absolutelygrounded.com

A generous, dedicated and 
civically-engaged family that 
made its fortune in Southern 
California are continuing a long 
tradition of philanthropy with 
a record $50 million gift to 
Providence Tarzana Foundation, 
a transformational donation that 
will support the expansion and 
renovation of Providence Cedars-
Sinai Tarzana Medical Center. 

The new, five-story patient 
tower will be named the Friese 
Family Patient Tower to honor 
Donald and Andrea Friese, their 
children and grandchildren.

The donation marks the largest 
ever to a Providence hospital in 
California and is among the largest 
across the 52-hospital health 
system. “This is a truly historic day 
in Southern California,” said Erik 
G. Wexler, President, Operations 
and Strategy, Providence - South. 
“Don’s and Andrea’s generous gift 
will be instrumental in bringing 
to life the vision of Providence 
Cedars-Sinai Tarzana Medical 
Center.”

Thomas M. Priselac, President 
and CEO of Cedars-Sinai, said 
he is excited to continue the 
collaboration with Providence 
for the benefit of the region.

“This transformative gift 
from the Friese family will 
enable Providence Southern 
California and Cedars-Sinai to 

further our collective mission 
of bringing the highest quality 
care to residents of the San 
Fernando Valley,” Priselac said.

Tarzana Reimagined is 
the single largest not-for-
profit health care construction 
project in the history of the San 
Fernando Valley. The product 
of a synergetic partnership 
between Providence and Cedars-
Sinai, this state-of-the-art 
modernization and expansion 
will transform the current 
Tarzana hospital into a world-
class medical campus when 
complete in 2023.

“As Valley residents 
with close connections to this 
hospital, Don and I are happy 
to contribute to the visionary 
Tarzana Reimagined campaign,” 
Andrea Friese said. “This project 
is so important to our family 
and to generations of families 
across the Valley and beyond.”

In addition to an expansion 
of its Emergency Department 
and Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit, the project will include 13 
hybrid operating suites to expand 
surgical capacity.

Donald Friese is an American 
billionaire, businessman and 
the chief executive and former 
owner of C.R. Laurence, a 
glazing supplies company. The 
Frieses live in Chatsworth.

 

Billionaire Family Gives $50 Million
to Providence Tarzana Foundation
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REAL ESTATE 

 

→ Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space 
→ FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.) 
→ Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available 

GET ONE MONTH FREE* 
* With a Year’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability` Restrictions Apply Call for Details  

   16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From  

6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

gelbgroup.net 
 

Serving the Valley since 1971 
 

Bloom Where You’re Planted!

Hidden Hills Resident Since 1977
HH Public Safety Commissioner

Foundation for Las Virgenes Schools Board Member
Ambassador: Calabasas Chamber of Commerce

Specializing in Hidden Hills & Calabasas

Michael Bloom

Cell 818.207.2088
michael@michaelbloomhomes.com
www.michaelbloomhomes.com
23622 Calabasas Road, Suite 148
Calabasas CA 91302 BRE#01188440

Susan Renick
SRES 

818.303.6004
Susan CalRE# 00906664
SherryandSusan.com

Sherry Keowen
 SRES 

818.438.8780
Sherry CalRE# 01196482

sherry.susan@cbrealty.com
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker Realty. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker 
Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered 
service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #00616212 

Demand Experience - Expect Excellence
Buying or Selling... We Make Your Dreams Come True!

Trees Tilting? Roots Lifted by Rain?
Take Action Before a Tragedy

Over the last  few years we 
have done many stories on trees 
falling on to cars, businesses and 
homes. 

The recent winds  
and rains have loosened 
old tree roots and made 
many of the old trees, 
especially those in the 
west valley area, to 
become shaky and a 
potential threat.

Erik Pelletier 
knows this all too well. 
The owner of Erik’s 
Tree Service & Brush 
Clearance is called out 
too many times “after the 
fact,” to clean up debris.

Pelletier says, 
“Maintenance is more 
cost effective that having 
to replace buildings or 
clean up other damage 
that can occur with fallen 
limbs and trees.” 

His company 
can do it all -  from tree 
trimming, topping, removal, 
stump removal and grinding,  
to stump killing. He can also 
handle the tricky trimming and 

removal of palm trees. Erik’s 
Tree Service and Brush Clearance 
also cleans up the fire hazard of 

brush surrounding a home. “This 
is especially important in the 
hillsides, which are huge fire 
zones. Clearing brush and creating 

a safe perimeter around your 
home makes you less vulnerable 
to a fast-moving fire - several of 

which we’ve seen in 
the last year in the 
hills above Woodland 
Hills and Calabasas.”

The company 
clears all brush 
to meet fire code 
regulation. It can 
handle all kinds of 
brush you may have 
on your property, 
including, but not 
limited to, weeds, 
fiddle necks and 
tumble weeds. 

Call Pelletier 
for a free estimate. 
Erik’s Tree Service 
and Brush Clearance 
can be reached at 
(661) 480-0030 
or by email to 
erikstreeandbrush@
gmail.com.

Erik’s Tree 
Service and Brush Clearance is 
fully insured for your protection.
Mention this article for a 10% 
discount off your job.
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REAL ESTATE 

If the San Fernando 
Valley is where thousands of 
movies were made – on studio 
lots and on location – it was, 
and is, also a region where 
those films are exhibited.

Perhaps the Valley’s first 
cinema was Cody’s Theater in the 
City of San Fernando. Jackson 
Mayers and Mick Massaro’s 
book San Fernando Valley on 
page 107 includes: “Cody’s 
Theater was running The Orleans 
Coach, complete in three reels.” 
The film, a 1912 short, was also 
known as The Courier of Lyons.

The April 8, 1916, issue of 
the trade publication, Southwest 
Contractor and Manufacturer, 
included: “Plans are being 
prepared for brick theater 
building to be erected at the 
corner of Brand Blvd. and Celis 
St….G.F. Cody of Cody’s Theater 
has taken the lease.”  It became 
Cody’s New Theatre. Two of 
the new theatre’s offerings were 
Norma Talmadge in Her Only 
Way and Theda Bara in Du Barry 
in March 1919. Admission was 
15 cents for adults, 10 cents for 
children, and loges for 20 cents.

Years later, it was renamed 
the San Fernando Theater, but 

The Movie Houses – 
Before the War: Part IBy Martin M. Cooper 

On August 2, 1919, the Victory Theatre (above left)  
in Burbank opened its doors on the corner of San 
Fernando Road and Angeleno Avenue. By 1932, it 

had been renamed The Burbank.  The Studio Theatre 
(above right) opened in June 1938. Over the years 

it has also been named the Studio City Theatre and 
Fox Studio City. The theatre closed in 1991, a lifespan 

of more than half a century. Much of its ornate box 
office and lobby were preserved., but in 1979, the 

building was demolished. Cody’s New Theatre, right, 
in the City of San Fernando, superseded the first 

Cody’s, which opened in about 1913. The new Cody’s 
was lasted until the Sylmar Earthquake.

was demolished after the heavy 
damage it sustained in the 
March 1971 Sylmar earthquake.

Because Burbank and 
Glendale were more easily 
accessible to downtown Los 
Angeles, they were developed 
well before much of the rest 

of the Valley. While the post-
World-War-II boom in the Valley 
was yet to come, there were a 
number of pioneering exhibitors.

One of the first motion 
picture houses in the Valley, 
which was then still mostly 
agricultural, was the Victory 

Theatre, which opened at 207 S. 
San Fernando Road in Burbank,in 
1919. Its name was a cinematic 
nod to the just-concluded World 
War I. It featured, of course, 
only silent movies, as the advent 
of talkies was nearly a decade 
away. In the early ‘30s, it was 

renamed the Burbank Theatre.
Burbank’s Loma Theatre was 

opened by 1926. It was the first 
theatre in the area to be equipped 
for sound, boasting the Vitaphone 
sound system. The Loma Theatre 
lasted untill the 1960s before 
being turned into an adult theatre. 

The 600-seat Madrid 
Theatre opened in Canoga Park 
when the town was still called 
Owensmouth, on November 24, 
1926, built at a cost of $50,000. 
Its Robert Morton pipe organ 
was a highlight of attending a 
silent movie there. The article 
in the Van Nuys News about the 
opening promised that “pictures 
of extraordinary interest will be 
shown at the dedication of the 
venture to the entertainment and 
education of the citizens of the 
West End, San Fernando Valley.”

Some areas just seemed to be 
just right for movie theatres. Take 
a two-block area on Lankershim 
Boulevard in North Hollywood. 
Opened in 1923 and demolished 
in 1928, the Lankershim Theatre 
was at 5323. A block away, at 
5269, was the El Portal, which 
opened in 1926, and is now 
a live theater venue. Another 
block away, at 5161, was the 
Guild Theater, which opened 
in 1938 with 350 seats. It was 
demolished in the mid-1980s.

In the “It’s better than 
(Continued to page 17)

DON'T LET

RUIN YOUR HOME 
AND ATTIC
Safe & EEective Rodent Control 
For Your Home or Business

Residential | Commercial

RODENTS

10% OFF
our rodent proofing, 

trapping, and 
insulation bundles

1 MONTH FREE
BAIT STATIONS
with annual subscription

(818) 714-8053 | www.rodentcontroltitan.com
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Have you considered Private 
Wildfire Protection? 

805-584-6800   
www.firebreakpro.com

Now you can take proactive steps to protect your home by hiring 
your own personal and private wildfire protection service

√ Personal protection increases the chances of saving your home 
during an active wildfire

√Trained staff are on call 24/7

√ Services provided by trained wildfire mitigation specialists

will serve as a benchmark for both 
you and your advisor, ensuring 
neither of you loses sight of the 
future you’ve long been working 
for. An IPS will also give you an 
opportunity to define the roles 
and responsibilities you and your 
financial advisor each hold, as well 
as the roles of other professionals 
such as accountants and portfolio 
managers. If you and your 
financial advisor do part ways, say 
after a move or retirement, having 
a document with your goals and 
expectations already laid out 
can help smooth the transition.  

A living document
Your IPS should evolve 

as your life does and will 
likely need adjustment as 
your family expands, business 
grows or you make significant 
purchases. You’ll want to 
review the document regularly 
with your advisor to ensure it 
continues to reflect your goals.

The architecture of an IPS
Make sure to cover these key 

elements when drafting your IPS.
1. Investment objectives and 

constraints
What do you hope to 

accomplish by investing? What’s 
your risk tolerance? This section 
also will detail your time horizon, 
contribution and withdrawal 
needs, tax considerations and 
target return goals.

You’ll also share your 
personal motivations behind your 
financial objectives. Do you have 
strong preferences for sustainable 
companies or companies whose 
values mirror your own?

Outline what you want your 
wealth to do – fund an active 
retirement; help you pursue a 
philanthropic legacy; or further 
education for your loved ones – 
and who you want to benefit as 
your money grows. Be sure to 
update this section as your goals 
change or evolve.

2. Portfolio allocation
Based on your risk tolerance, 

return objectives and any other 
constraints, your advisor will 
help determine the appropriate 
mix of assets that aligns with your 
overall investment philosophy. 
Here, you’ll lay out your portfolio 
preferences including how you’d 
like your assets allocated among 
various investments with different 
risk/reward profiles. These details 
should change as your tolerance 
for risk does, particularly when 

nearing or entering retirement.
3. Roles and responsibilities
How hands-on would you 

like to be? Clarify what you are 
responsible for and what your 
financial advisor is responsible 
for. Having this in writing can 
help manage expectations moving 
forward.

4. Rules for rebalancing
Together with your advisor, 

determine how often you’d like 
to review your portfolio and 
rebalance it to stay close to your 
ideal asset allocation model. 
This will include whether you’d 
like your dividends reinvested or 
disbursed to you as cash.

What not to do
We’ve covered the do’s. 

When it comes to your IPS, make 
sure you don’t:

• Underestimate time 
horizons. For investments, these 
can extend much longer than 
most might think, even past your 
retirement or passing.

• Generalize your goals. 
Get specific. Are you hoping to 
buy a cabin in Colorado with room 
for grandkids, or spend a certain 
amount each year on travel?

• Use jargon or vague 
language. Avoid wording that is 
either too restrictive, too broad or 
could be misinterpreted later.

• Abandon an IPS that 
needs fixing. Instead of scrapping 
it all together, work with your 
advisor to determine where 
adjustments make sense.

• Set it and forget it. Your 
IPS should be a flexible, living 
document. When your life changes 
significantly, talk to your advisor 
to see if updates to your IPS are 
needed, too.

Given its role in your life, your 
wealth is far too important to gloss 
over. Going through the practice 
of creating and updating an IPS 
will ensure you’ve considered 
each element of your investment 
strategy – all while helping your 
financial advisor to maintain a 
thorough understanding of your 
priorities and goals.

Investing involves risk, and 
you may incur a profit or loss 
regardless of strategy selected. 
Past performance may not be 
indicative of future results. The 
performance noted does not 
include fees or charges, which 
would reduce an investor’s 
returns. Diversification and asset 
allocation do not ensure a profit or 
protect against a loss. The process 
of rebalancing your portfolio may 
result in tax consequences. 

Sources: The Globe and 
Mail; Investopedia; USA Today; 
Wilshire Advisor Solutions; Dalbar

Tony Battaglia is Senior Vice-
President, Complex Manager at 
Raymond James & Associates, 
Woodland Hills. The company is 
located at 6320 Canoga Ave, Suite 
900, Woodland Hills, Ca. 91367 
Reach Battaglia  at (818) 737.7673.

(Continued from page 6)

Blueprints for Your Financial Future


