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NEWS IN BRIEF
Celebrate Black History Month

With Virtual Events
 California State University, Northridge plans to host 
multiple virtual Black History Month events to highlight 
and celebrate the accomplishments and contributions of the 
Black community. Organizations across campus, including 
the Department of Africana Studies, the CSUN Library and the 
University Student Union, will hold special online events during 
the month of February. The theme of this year’s festivities and 
celebrations is “Celebrating Black Excellence: Resiliency and 
Creativity in the Digital Space.” To view a list of virtual events, 
visit csunshinetoday.csun.edu/university-news/csun-celebrates-
black-history-month-with-virtual-events.
 Additionally, the Los Angeles Public Library will be 
hosting a variety of programs all month long catered to both adults 
and children to educate and inform through discussion, readings, 
song, trivia and more. For a full list of virtual activities, visit lapl.
org/african-american.

Tiny Homes For Homeless
Coming to West Valley

Nighttrek: 
What
to See in the
February Sky

See Page 14

Beware of COVID Vaccine Scams
 While coronavirus scams have been prevalent for 
months, people are now being advised to be on the lookout for new 
COVID vaccine scams due to high demand and current limited 
availability. The biggest factor the government is emphasizing 
is that the vaccine will always be available at no-cost, so if you 
receive information stating otherwise or encouraging you to pay 
a premium to get to the top of the vaccine list, that is a critical red 
flag. Recipients of the vaccine will never have to pay anything. 
Emails, text messages and phone calls from unaccredited vaccine 
centers and insurance companies are also on the rise, asking for 
personal health information or offering to ship the vaccine to you. 
Never give your personal information out to unknown sources and 
vaccines will only be available at a credible pharmacy or medical 
facility. If you think you may have been involved in a COVID 
vaccine fraud, visit tips.hhs.gov.

Encino Native
Makes 

Directorial 
Debut

See Page 11
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Will homeless 
go from this...to 
this?

 The California Small Business COVID-19 Relief Program 
is now open for a second round of applications. Businesses and 
eligible non-profits may qualify for grants in the amount of $5,000- 
$25,000. Applications are open through Monday, February 8, at 6 
pm. To  find out if your business or non-profit is eligible and to 
submit an application, please visit https://careliefgrant.com. If you 
already applied for the grant in the  first round, you do not need to 
re-apply.

COVID-19 Relief Program Opens
for Second Round of Applications

By Laura Levinsky
 “It’s a tiny solution 
to a huge problem,” says Ken 
Craft.
 He can state that with 
authority. Craft, CEO of Hope 
of the Valley Rescue Mission, 
has made it his life’s work 

to feed, clothe and house the 
homeless.
 He is overseeing the 
installation of a row of cabins 
or “tiny homes” in North 
Hollywood, the latest effort to get 
the homeless off the streets and 
into shelter.
 Craft, the Los Angeles 
City Council and many 
organizations believe that cabin 
(tiny) houses could be the answer 
to homelessness in the San 
Fernando Valley.  
 Cabin homes are not 
meant to be permanent housing.  
At 64 square feet, they are too 
small for long-term housing.  But 
they are a start.  They have room 
for a bed, and shelves to store 
personal items.  Most importantly, 
they have a door that locks.  The 
worry about leaving items outside 
or having them stolen is solved.  
The ability to leave belongings 
someplace safe is overwhelmingly 
important to people experiencing 
homelessness.  How do you go 
for services or a job if you don’t 
know that what little you have 

is safe and will be there when 
you return?  Doors that lock.   
A simple thing that makes a 
huge difference.  Each unit also 
has electricity, heating and air 
conditioning.  
 The cabins are made 
of materials that will not rot or 
deteriorate over time.  They can 
be sprayed or hosed down – 
important points if they are to be 
reused in an era of COVID-19.  
They can be completely sanitized 
before the next person moves in 
to the housing.  
 As of now, there are 
two sites scheduled for cabin 
homes in the west valley.  One is 
in the parking lot directly behind 
Councilman Blumenfield’s office 
at Vanowen and Yarmouth.  
Fifty cabins are planned for that 
location.  Another 75 cabins will 
be built at the second site near the 
METRO station on Topham just 
west of Reseda Blvd.,  which is 
currently underutilized space.  
Bathrooms, showers and laundry 
will be offered, and there will be 
on-site case management to make 

sure people get the individual 
services they need. The County 
is responsible for providing basic 
health and mental health services 
as well as other critical elements. 
 What about the effect on 
the neighborhoods?  Homeless 
people wandering around, 
congregating in the area, trash, 
fires, general disorderly behavior?  
 According to 
Blumenfield’s office, those 
problems and more are occurring 
now at west valley homeless 
“hot spots” at Corbin, Ventura 
Boulevard West and Don Pio 
behind Franklin’s Hardware.
 Those problems don’t 
exist in other areas that have 
tried cabin housing.  L.A. isn’t 
the first area to try this housing.  
Other installations have reported 
no increase in any sort of crime 
in that area once the cabins were 
occupied.  None.  Not in any of 
the sites.  Not in the valley.  Not 
in Riverside.  Not in other states.  
All the imagined horrible things 
didn’t happen.  The residents 
of the cabins didn’t congregate 
and cause trouble.  Other 
homeless people didn’t establish 
encampments around the cabins.  

(continued to page 3)

Recycle Shipping Boxes and Pay it Forward
See Page 5
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SPACE IS LIMITED — APPLY NOW! 
ECRCHS is now accepting Open 
Enrollment Applications

For more information, visit: ecrchs/enrollment

A CALIFORNIA DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL
5440 Valley Circle Blvd., Woodland Hills, CA 91367
(818) 595-7500 • www.ecrchs.net

Community
Calendar

FEBRUARY
CALENDAR

 * Join the West Valley Regional Branch Library on Tuesday, 
February 9, at 4 pm, as they host artist Debra Disman as she guides 
patrons through creating a Valentine’s Day Box Book! Supply packets 
will be available to the first 25 people to request them. To request the 
program info, email wvalley@lalp.org.

 * As a gift to the community, the San Fernando Valley 
Iris Society is offering free membership to those interested for the 
year of 2021! Those involved host regular Zoom meetings on iris, 
gardening topics, planting advice and much more! Plus, the society 
sponsors scholarships for college students studying horticulture. Those 
interested in joining should visit sanfernandovalleyirissociety.org for 
more info.

 * Join the Allied Artists of the Santa Monica Mountains and 
Seashore and the Topanga Canyon Art Gallery in presenting “On 
Location In the Santa Monica Mountains and Seashore.” The exhibit 
highlights the natural beauty of the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area.  The exhibit runs through February 28 at 120 N. 
Topanga Canyon Blvd.  The gallery is open Saturday and Sunday, 
from noon to 5 pm. The show features water color, pastel and oil 
representative landscape paintings by six local artists: Bonnie Freund, 
Carole Garland, Russell Hunziker, Virginia Kamhi, Timothy Kitz and 
Linda Melber.

 * The Encino Chamber of Commerce will be having their 
February lunch on the 16th at 11:30 am with featured guest Vahid 
Khorsand from Mayor Garcetti’s office. To RSVP, email info@
encinochamber.org.

 *The Encino Neighborhood Council will be holding their 
Homelessness Committee meeting on Wednesday, Februrary 10, at 7 pm 
via Zoom. To join the meeting, visit us02web.zoom.us/j/82845333083. 

 * Teens are invited to join Movie Club at the Encino Tarzana 
Library on Friday, February 5, at 4 pm. Chat with fellow film fans, 
critics and filmmakers to dicuss selected works using “Library to Go.” 
This month’s selection will be “Scott Pilgrim vs. The World.” Those 
interested are asked to email ecalla@lapl.org for the invitation link. 
Participants will tune in on Zoom, play the movie and chat while it 
streams. 

 * Encino Neighborhood Council candidate filing closes 
February16th at 5 pm. Have you signed up to be a candidate in the 
upcoming election? Election Day is May 4 and all positions are open! 
This is your opportunity to make a difference in your community. To 
register as a candidate, please visit clerk.lacity.org/.../neighborhood-
council-election.

 * The West Valley Mystery Book Club meets the second 
Wednesday of each month (February 10) at 10:30 am. Exceptions are 
holidays when the branch is closed. Please email wvally@lapl.org with 
“Mystery Book Club” in the subject line for information on the title to 
be discussed and the Zoom link.
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COMMUNITY

 * What did the flame say to his buddies after he fell in love? “I 
found the perfect match!”

 * Don’t cry over the past, it’s gone. Don’t stress about the 
future, it hasn’t arrived. Live in the present and make it beautiful.

 * Ever notice that anyone going slower than you on the 
freeway is an idiot, but anyone going faster is a maniac?!

 * A grasshopper walks into a bar and the bartender says, “You 
know there’s a drink named after you, right?” The grasshopper says, 
“There’s a drink named Kevin?!”

 * What can you hold without ever touching it? Answer: a 
conversation!

 * What’s the difference between a $30 steak and a $90 steak? 
February 14th.

 * An older woman ran into her friend and exclaimed, “You’re 
not going to believe this. I found an old lamp the other day. I rubbed 
it and a genie popped out. He explained that genies don’t give three 
wishes anymore, but he did offer me a choice between one of two 
wishes. He could give me a better memory or turn my husband into the 
greatest lover ever.” “Tough choice,” said her friend. “Which one did 
you choose?” “That’s the thing. I can’t remember.”

People in the News
 Gaines & Stacey LLP of Encino is proud and pleased to 
announce that effective January 1, 2021, Kimberly Rible (bottom 
photo) and Alicia Bartley (top) have become Partners of the firm. 
Kim and Alicia have both practiced at Gaines & Stacey LLP for 
more than 15 years.
 Ms. Rible is an active member of the Valley Industry and 
Commerce Association’s (“VICA”) Land Use Committee, the 
Los Angeles County and San Diego County Bar Associations, 

and the Urban Land Institute. She also 
previously sat on the Board of Directors 
for the Valley Leadership Institute.
 Ms. Bartley is a past Co-
Chair of the San Fernando Valley Bar 
Association Real Estate Law Section. 
She has authored numerous articles 
for Valley Lawyer Magazine. Ms. 
Bartley also serves on the Sherman 
Oaks Neighborhood Council Land Use 
Committee.

 Gail Pekelis, founder of Rehab Specialists of Encino, has 
been named the newest President of the Encino Chamber of Commerce. 
Owner, director and clinical physical therapist of this local outpatient 
physical therapy practice, she works on a variety of cases that include 
neurological, orthopedic, oncological, obstetric and chronic pain 
patients. Pekelis states “Dancing and exercising are what give me the 
energy to give to others, being productive and enjoying it all!” 

Tiny Homes Continued
(continued from page 1)
The areas were kept clean. The 
tiny homes are also cost effective. 
Each cabin costs $3,000 (vs 
apartments that cost over 
$400,000). Yes, the apartments 
are larger, but they also take more 
time to build.  With cabins we can 
begin to address homelessness 
and give individualized services 
in the interim.
 So how do the city and 
county pay for all this?  There 
are pools of money set aside 
for homelessness.  There is also 
fundraising.  The service provider, 
in this case Hope of the Valley, 
is being paid to manage the site 
and ongoing programs, but the 
amount they are being paid is 
less than the cost of running the 
program.  So they are raising 
funds to cover their costs.  
 Private donors can be 
given credit for sponsoring a 
cabin.  The Winnetka Chamber of 
Commerce took on the challenge 
of funding the cost of one cabin 
through member donations and 
chamber funds.  The West Valley-
Warner Center Chamber of 
Commerce is looking at plans to 

do something similar.  It’s a great 
way to support your community  - 
provide housing that can be used 
to house the homeless.  Reusable, 
sustainable housing that allows 
people time and services to get 
back on their feet.
 For the west valley 
sites there is a projected move in 
date of April 2021.  That is how 
quickly these communities can be 
completed.
 Another aspect of the 
cabin communities that has 
gone largely  unnoticed is who 
is actually doing the building.   
There is a contract with Palette 
Shelter to build the homes.  It is 
the people that Palette hires that 
make it interesting.  Part of their 
building staff are people who 
were formerly homeless.  So they 
are employing people who have 
been there and are giving back to 
help others.  
 Homeless cabins being 
built by formerly homeless 
people.
 An idea whose time has 
come.
 Laura Levinsky is a 
lifelong valley resident.
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Your Medicare Supplement Plan!

Call us at 818-888-0880 
www.pdinsure.com2002-2020

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 19 years 
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2020!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE   #0M47932

IT ’S  TIME TO

Compare your current plan rates against these:

Los Angeles rates good through 2/28/2021. 5% couples discount available.

Plan F Plan G Plan N
65* 149.00 113.00 130.88

66 174.00 138.00 137.01

67 189.00 154.00 143.15

68 189.00 154.00 149.28

69 210.00 179.00 155.42

70 210.00 179.00 161.55

71 229.00 198.03 167.69

72 229.00 203.00 173.82

73 248.00 212.52 179.96

74 248.00 219.76 186.09

75 284.82 227.01 192.23

Rates for older ages are dependent on part B effective date:

CURRENT MAX 
RATE ANY AGE 378.78 301.87 255.62

a Two major carriers have opened 
their plans to anyone on any 
Medicare supplement plans

a You must currently be on a 
Medicare supplement plan  
in California

a You can upgrade to a Plan G or F

a To change to Plan F, you must 
have been eligible for Medicare 
prior to 1/1/2020

a No health questions to  
change plans

a Some offers include a 12-month 
rate guarantee on new plan

a Offer valid, now through  
February 28, 2021

Trade in your old, worn out, overpriced,  
lower-coverage plan for a shiny-new, better 

priced plan (in many cases)

*New to Medicare
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LOCAL NEWSRecycle Your Shipping Boxes 
While Paying It Forward

 Who hasn’t increased 
their online shopping this past 
year? While convenient during 
these pandemic months, the 
onslaught of packing boxes can 
certainly be overwhelming. 
    While some may recycle the 
boxes or store them for future use, 
GiveBackBox is hoping you’ll 
use the box to pay it forward

. 
 

 After all, being stuck at 
home for months, haven’t we all 
gathered a pile of clutter we don’t 
need or want anymore? Whether 
you’ve purged the closets, 
redecorated during the pandemic 

or just cleared out the clutter, 
GiveBackBox is making it easy 
to conveniently pass your goods 

along. 
 Once you unpack all 
those Amazon or online orders, 
fill the empty box with clothes, 
home accessories, etc. and seal 
it back up! GiveBackBox will 
create a free shipping label for 
you and then you just drop off the 
box at UPS or have USPS grab it 
and the box will be automatically 
sent to the nearest participating 

Goodwill. 
 Clean out your house 
and get rid of all your shipping 

boxes in one easy partnership! 
 This “green” solution 
not only gives your cardboard 
box a second life instead of just 
going to the trash, but also allows 
your goods to be recycled to a 
new home. 
 For more information 
and to download your 
own shipping labels, visit 
givebackbox.com.

Takeoff With a Virtual Flight Tour 
of Van Nuys Airport

 Is your child an aviation 
enthusiast? Fascinated with how 
airplanes operate? 
 Van Nuys 
Airport (VNY), one 
of the world’s busiest 
general aviation 
airports, announces the 
launch of a free virtual 
airport tour that invites 
children to experience 
the adventure of flight, 
learn how airplanes fly 
and explore exciting 
careers in aviation.
 A d a p t e d 
from the airport’s 
popular on-site tour 
program, which has 
been temporarily 
suspended due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the 12-minute video 
tour is geared toward young 
learners but can be enjoyed by 
teachers and parents.
 “Van Nuys Airport’s 
virtual tour program is designed 
to provide educators and parents 
with engaging resources for 
children to learn at home, while 
sparking an interest in aviation,” 
said VNY Airport Manager 
Flora Margheritis. “During this 
challenging time, we hope to 
share our passion for aviation 
with young learners and inspire 
people of all ages to explore 
the wonders and possibilities of 
flight.”
 Guided by the airport’s 

mascot, Vinny, the tour provides 
a behind-the-scenes look at the 
diverse aircraft, operations and 

aviation businesses located on 
the 730-acre airfield. Students 
will view propeller airplanes, jets 
and helicopters take off and land, 
as well as learn about taxiways, 
runways, hangars and other 
airport components. Along the 
way, they will also meet airport 
police officers and firefighters 
who are busy keeping the airfield 
and community safe.
 To extend the virtual 
educational experience, 
opportunities are available for 
tour groups to schedule a live 
video conference with a pilot, 
air traffic controller, aircraft 
mechanic, first responder or other 
airport employee. VNY also 
offers a variety of online learning 

activities and resources to enjoy 
from home. The virtual tour and 
online resources are accessible on 

the VNY kids’ 
website page 
at iflyvny.com/
c o m m u n i t y -
i n f o r m a t i o n /
kids-page.
  Founded 
in 1928 by 
America’s early 
flight pioneers, 
VNY has played 
an important 
role in both San 
Fernando Valley 
and aviation 
history. Over 
the decades, 

it has served as a U.S. military 
base, center for aerospace 
manufacturing, famed air 
race venue and backdrop for 
Hollywood movie-making.
 Today, VNY provides 
a vital base for life-saving air 
ambulance, firefighting, public 
safety and humanitarian missions. 
 Contributing $2 billion 
annually to the SoCal economy, 
the airport supports more than 
10,000 jobs and about 200 on-site 
businesses – ranging from flight 
schools and aircraft maintenance 
shops to private jet charter and 
helicopter service companies. 
 It is also home to one 
of the nation’s top airframe and 
power plant mechanics schools.

Whether you’ve purged 
the closets, redecorated 
during the pandemic or 

just cleared out the clutter, 
GiveBackBox is making it 
easy to conveniently pass 

your goods along. 
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BUSINESS
Are You Looking to Promote Your New 

Business?
 Get Your Current Business Back Up 

and Running After 2020?

Call 818-313-9545 or
 email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

for special advertising rates 
to spread the word! 

Save the Date and Grab Tickets for the 6th 
Annual Virtual Inspirational Women Awards
   The United Chambers of 
Commerce will present the 6th 
Annual Virtual Inspirational 
Women Awards on Thursday, 

February 25, at 10 am. 
 T h i s 
sixth annual event 
recognizes women who 
have been trailblazing 
a path to making the 
San Fernando Valley a 
better community. 
 The five 
deserving women to be 
honored are 
 - M i r i 
Rossitto:  founder and 
CEO of COWE Communications
 -Georgianna Kelman: 
principal and managing attorney 
at The Law Offices of Georgianna 

Chick Fil-A
Encino Appeals 

Hearing Set
 Chick Fil-A on the 
corner of White Oak and 
Ventura Blvd has caused quite 
the neighborhood stir due to 
the persistent traffic issues the 
location causes. 
 In regards to multiple 
meetings and motions from the 
Encino Neighborhood Council 
there will be an appeals hearing 
on February 11 to discuss the 
zoning of the restaurant and 
future operations.
 The Encino 
Neighborhood Council recently 
approved a motion to support 
homeowner’s groups, Encino 
Property Owners Association 
(EPOA) and Homeowners of 
Encino (HOME), in the appeals 
that they have filed. 
 The hearing should be 
heard after 4:30 pm on February 
11 but prior to the meeting, there 
is still time for public comment. 
Those wishing to send in their 
remarks on the matter, can email 
apcsouthvalley@lacity.org. The 
Encino Neighborhood Council 
encourages everyone to send 
in your comments before the 
hearing date.
 The appeals are intended 
to mitigate the problems and 
allow more efficient operations 
without interrupting the flow of 
car and pedestrian traffic.

BOB’S LOCKSMITH SHOP
COMMERCIAL HARDWARE

Security Specialist

Get a Quote...We’ll Beat It!

(818) 340-0421  (310) 592-8357

Rossitto

Floyd Sumekh

Junco-Kelman
 -Rachel Sumekh: 
founder and CEO of Swipe Out 
Hunger 

 -Lydia Floyd: founder of 
nonprofit Hands4Hope LA  
  -Kim Goldberg-Roth: 
LMFT and  executive director 

Roth Kelman

of Strength United, a chartered 
center of CSUN.
      Tickets for this event 

start 
at $20 per person 
or the option of 
a Special Friend 
S p o n s o r s h i p 
for $100 which 
includes two 
tickets as well as 
logo recognition on 
all marketing. 
 To purchase 
your tickets 
and honor 
these women, 

visit unitedchambers.org/
calendar/6th-annual-virtual-
i n s p i r a t i o n a l - w o m e n -
february-25-2021.
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Want to Reach Another 10,000 Homes? 5,000 
Businesses? 12,000 Online Readers?

Call 818-313-9545 or email EncinoEnterprise@
gmail.com

to advertise in the Encino Enterprise!

BUSINESSBusiness Organization: Three 
Transformational Techniques

By Miri Rossitto
 In business, the topic 
of effective processes and 
procedures might seem a little 
bit dry, but it doesn’t have to be. 
These days there are 
numerous seamless 
tools, apps and 
platforms that make 
working on your 
business easy and 
fun. 
 T i m e 
is always your 
greatest resource 
and streamlining 
your processes and 
procedures will not 
only save you time, but it will 
also increase another resource 
you love, money.
 Successful businesses 
have solid foundations. A 
company’s foundation is made up 
of its mission, vision, and values. 
These core elements dictate the 
who, what, where, how and why 
of the organization and thus 
the way that everything moves 
forward. How does everything 
and everyone move forward in 
a synchronized, consistent, and 
healthy way? Clear processes and 
procedures.
 We don’t have all day 
to talk about the thousands of 
different ways that you can 
transform everything through 
organization. But we can cover 
some nuggets that might get you 
thinking about where you can tip 
toe into becoming more efficient 
and effective.

 • Your company 
handbook. Or as we at Cowe call 
it, your business binder. This is 
not the same binder that holds 
your LLC documents and your 
business license. This binder 
is the centralized hub for how 
your business runs. It contains 
everything, from your mission, 
vision, and values, to every 
role and their corresponding 
responsibilities, to logins and 
passwords to what to do in case 
of various emergencies. 
 Now, not everyone has 
access to the business binder. 
There are some elements that are 
public and there are some that 
are private, but the point is, there 
needs to be a business binder! 
 Also, you do not have to 
have a physical business binder. 
All of this can be stored online 

in a secure, password protected 
location. Just have one. And 
most interestingly, if you don’t 
have one, the moment you start 
to make one, your business will 

become stronger, better, and 
faster immediately.
 • Your CRM. CRM 
is an acronym for “customer 
relationship manager” or “client 
relationship manager.” Whether 
you have 10 clients or 100,000 
customers, CRM’s can be a 
magical place where names, 
addresses, phone numbers, 
birthdays, likes, dislikes, logos, 
sizes, invoices and a million other 
details can be saved. 
 If you want to scale, 
you need a CRM. If you want to 
remove friction from your sales 
process, you need a CRM. If you 
want to use your time wisely, 
you need a CRM. There are free 
CRM’s that you can test and play 
with and then there are CRM’s 
that cost a lot. I mean a LOT. But 
if you are paying the equivalent 
of a mortgage payment for your 
CRM, then your processes 
and procedures are focused 
elsewhere. That’s right folks, the 
fun never ends (insert wink here).
 • Your people. People 
are at the heart of everything 
that you do and yes, you need to 
organize them. But you also need 
to be able to have open, honest, 
and timely conversations about 
what they need to be organized. 
Trust and autonomy are two 
priceless gifts to give your crew. 
 How can you get 
there? First, you need to create 
spaces and times to have those 
conversations. Calendar regular 
meetings with your team, 
individually and collectively, to 
talk all things business operations. 
(Pro tip: these conversations 
uncover much more than just 
day to day challenges and wins 
so listen deeply and connect 
with your people during these 
meetings.) 
 Secondly, give your 
people a career path. They will 
stay loyal and connected to your 
business and brand if they know 
that you are invested in them. 
Inquire about their dreams and 
then try to build a path for them 
through the business. 
 Lastly, empower 

your people. Stand behind 
them, support them, give them 
constructive feedback, and 
inspire them.  Best. Feeling. Ever. 
I promise.
 Miri Rossitto is CEO of 
COWE Consulting in Woodland 
Hills and can be reached at (818) 
970.9177(cell) or (855) 435.7484 
(office).

Successful 
businesses have 
solid foundations 

made up of its 
mission, vision, 

and values. 
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HEALTH & FITNESS

Absolutely Grounded with Conni Ponturo
Workout Anywhere, Anytime! 

Enjoy Access to Hundreds of Motivating Videos Including Pilates, Guided Meditation, 
Stretching, Daily Doses of Health and Much More on this Membership Site!

absolutelygrounded.com

The Next Issue of 
Encino Enterprise Will Be Out 

February 18

Valentine’s Day Lawn 
Signs for Seniors

 With Valentine’s 
Day quickly approaching, 
ONEgeneration wants to spread 
the love to seniors who have been 
distanced from others due to the 
pandemic. 
 During the first 
two weekends of February, 
ONEgeneration will be selling 
lawn signs with uplifting 
messages at the front gate of the 
Farmer’s Market. For $25 you 
can pick up and personalize one 
of these loving signs and either 

deliver it to a senior yourself or 
have ONEgeneration deliver it to 
an isolated senior. 
 The $25 donation will 
go towards supporting their meal 
services and food pantry for 
seniors as well as brightening up 
Valentine’s Day. 
 Make someone feel extra 
special this month and spread the 
love safely! 
 For further questions, 
call ONEgeneration at 818-708-
6625.

Seniors posing with their special signs.

Westfield Fashion 
Square to Host

Blood Drive
 Help the American Red 
Cross ensure blood is available 
for those in need by scheduling 
a blood donation! Westfield 
Fashion Square will be hosting 
a drive on Monday, February 8, 
from 11 am to 5 pm in Suite 62 
on Level 1 next to Foot Locker. 
To schedule your donation, visit 
redcrossblood.org and enter 
sponsor code “sofashion.”

 A free flu clinic for 
uninsured adults aged 18 to 64 
years old will be held at the Child 
Development Institute Reseda 
Campus (18050 Vanowen St.) 
on Saturday, Februrary 20, from 
9 am to 12 pm. To schedule your 
appointment, call 818-847.3860. 

Free Flu Shots
For the Uninsured

Wear a Mask.
Wash Your Hands.



Encino Enterprise, February 4, 2021, Page 9

Your whitest teeth.
Not in three months. 
Not in three weeks.

By tonight.

Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.

The revolutionary new way 
to whiten your teeth.

Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.

Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.

And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
Woodland Hills  818.224.2970

HEALTH & FITNESS
MyTurn Tries to Clarify 
Vaccine Tier System

 Los Angeles County’s 
COVID-19 vaccine website, 
Va c c i n a t e L A C o u n t y. c o m 
has incorporated the State’s 
new appointment registration 
platform, MyTurn. 
 The system lets residents 
know if they are currently eligible 

and, if they are, can help find 
and book appointments that are 
available in their area. 
 The site also alerts 
people who registered to when 
appointments open up, or when 
vaccinations are opening up to 
additional priority groups. 
 Currently, MyTurn will 

make appointments for five large 
capacity sites as well as two other 
county-operated vaccination 
sites and other locations such as 
pharmacies and clinics. 
 Unfortunately, with 
limited vaccine supply, there 
are not enough appointments 

available to meet demand.
  Residents are urged to 
use VaccinateLACounty.com 
to sign up for an appointment. 
For those without access to the 
internet, or with disabilities, a 
call center is open daily from 8 
am to 8:30 pm to help schedule 
appointments at 833-540-0473. 

C
ur

re
nt

 sc
he

du
le

 p
er

 th
e 

Pu
bl

ic
 H

ea
lth

 w
eb

si
te

.

Vitamin Vitality: Small Steps to 
Boost Your Immunity

By Allie Priore
 Hello Encino! Can you 
believe we are coming up on 
one full year 
of pandemic 
living?  
 T h e r e 
is no doubt that 
COVID fatigue 
has set in for 
many of us and 
as people begin 
to venture back 
out into the 
world, I wanted 
to take a moment 
to remind you of 
simple ways you 
can boost your 
immune system 
and keep yourselves as healthy as 
possible. Below are a few of my 
favorite products that are great to 
take on a daily basis:
 1. Multivitamin – 
Make sure you are taking a 
quality multivitamin – check the 
ingredients to make sure there are 
no random ingredients thrown 
in (such as artificial coloring, 
xanthan gum, lead and mercury to 
name a few). A lot of companies 
use fillers in their products and 
casings, so I always steer myself 
toward organic vitamins to avoid 
any sneaky, harmful toxins. Make 
sure it includes vitamin C and 
zinc, two properties crucial in 
building up immune support.
 2. P r o b i o t i c 
& Prebiotic – These will help 
your gut health. You want to 
ensure you have a healthy gut to 
properly process and clean out 
your internal system. Too often 
we overlook our gut health, and 
it is so important to make sure it 
is getting the proper bacteria that 
our bodies need, while ridding it 
of the toxic bacteria. A prebiotic 
will help the probiotic absorb 
better into your body, but you do 
not need to take one every day. 
You can absolutely do so but if 
you have a queasy stomach when 
taking pills, try taking it once a 
week to start and then increase 
to three times if you can! If you 
have to choose one over the other 
go with a probiotic. 
 3. M u s h r o o m 
Capsules – I love taking a 
mushroom supplement. Do not 
fret if you do not like the taste 
of mushrooms because these do 
not taste like them. Mushrooms 
are one of the best foods you can 
consume for immune support. 
It aids in inflammation of the 
body, hypertension, can calm 
nerves and serves as a great anti-
aging property! Adding this into 
your daily regimen will increase 
your immune system and help to 
strengthen it.
 4. Elderberry – Taken 
in a syrup form, it is not the best 

tasting supplement, but it will do 
wonders for your immune system. 
It helps fight specifically against 

cold and flu symptoms (we love 
that!), protects your heart and can 
aid in in stress relief. Incorporate 
it a few times a week for that extra 
immunity boost. Try to avoid a 
syrup that is high in sugar if you 
can. If you have trouble finding 
low sugar syrup, I would advise 
to take the elderberry every other 
day.
 While we know there 
is no absolute cure for COVID, 
adding the above supplements 
into your daily routine will 
ensure you are getting the proper 
vitamins and nutrients your 

body needs to help fight against 
infection and viruses. We can’t 
control much in this situation, but 

we can take better 
control of our health 
as best we can. 
 As we 
continue to slowly 
move toward 
“normal” living 
post pandemic 
remember that you 
are truly stronger 
than yesterday. 
This year has been 
a wild ride, and 
not only have we 
strengthened our 
physical selves, but 
we also have grown 

immensely in our mental and 
emotional beings. This has been 
nothing short of a challenging 
year and there is still much to be 
done but keep your head up. 
 Until next time Encino – 
stay safe and stay healthy!
 Allie Priore is a certified 
Pilates Instructor and teacher of 
mindful movement. She teaches 
at various studios and now 
offers both private sessions and 
classes on the virtual sphere. For 
inquiries about sessions, email 
her at alessandra.c.priore@
gmail.com.
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Did you know...
the average weekly newspaper reaches

more people than the average half-hour 
primetime tv show?

Valley News Group 
can help spread the word 

on your business!
Call 818-313-9545 to advertise.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Filmmaker Danny Simmons

Encino Native Makes Directorial 
Debut with “Suffer For Good”

 Encino native Danny 
Simmons recently released his 
directorial debut “Suffer For 
Good,” a documentary that 
follows the inspiring journey 
back into the pro-boxing ring of 
Ethiopian Boxer Seb Zewdie. 
 Zewdie, a political 
refugee and survivor of a brutal 
stabbing and heart surgery, trains 
for one more fight 30 plus years 
after his Olympic dream was 
shattered when his delegation 
got cut by the 
Russian Boycott 
of the 1984 LA 
Olympics. 
 T h i s 
inspiring story 
of determination 
and perseverance 
represents what 
it means to do 
something with 
heart.   
 After a 
chance encounter 
with CNN Hero 
Dr. Rick Hodes, 
Zewdie survived 

as a political refugee in the 
United States, and thirty three 
years later, Simmons follows his 
journey back into the boxing ring. 
Zewdie, now living in LA as a pro 
boxing and UFC striking coach, 
is still haunted by what could 
have been. 
  While this is Simmons’ 
feature-length directorial debut, 
he has directed and produced 
Every Other Weekend, a pilot 
turned web series that was 

e x e c u t i v e 
p r o d u c e d 
by Emmy 
Award-winner 
Sterling K. 
Brown of 
NBC’s This Is 
Us. 
   In addition 
to his work 
in the film 
and television 
space, he 
f r e q u e n t l y 
films travel 
documentaries 
that have 

taken him around the globe. 
Simmons is an avid sports fan and 
met Zewdie while training at Seb 
Boxing in Culver City.
 The documentary 
has received multiple awards 
at independent film festivals, 
including Best Feature 
Documentary and Best Director.
 Suffer For Good is now 
on digital and On Demand. To 
watch the trailer and learn a bit 
more about the documentary, visit 
sufferforgood.com. 

We Burn For 
“Bridgerton”

By Theda Kleinhans Reichman
 Let’s just say that the 
latest buzz about Netflix’s most 
watched series to date would have 
Lady Whistledown racing to the 
presses. 
 The Regency period 
drama “Bridgerton” has caught 
audiences by storm, where love 
has social rules and marriages 
are arranged. However, this does 
not suit the lovely protagonist 
Daphne, eldest daughter of 
Lady Violet Bridgerton (Ruth 
Gemmell) who has eight children, 
who must eventually marry. 
To her mother’s dismay, feisty 
Daphne (Phoebe Dynevor) is 
determined to wed for love, not 
money. Good luck with that.
 Pursued by countless 
suitors she finds unsuitable, 
Daphne makes a pact with the 
very handsome Duke of Hastings, 
Simon (Rege Jean Page). It’s 
a win-win: she will look more 
desirable to courters and he 
will keep all the meddlesome 
mamas from throwing their own 
daughters at him. 
 However, as time goes 

by she finds herself falling in love 
with him. It is obvious that he too 
has feelings for her, but they will 
unfortunately go unexpressed. 
But why? This is a question that 
will eventually be answered 
for us all watching - and for the 
lovely Daphne as well.
 The mysterious Lady 
Whistledown, the gossip 
extraordinaire, whose society 
papers shed light on the scandal 
of the society season, narrates 
each episode. Julie Andrews, 
who lends her voice to the 
narrator, adds the perfect amount 
of humorous class to the over-
the-top salacious escapades she 
details. But who really is Lady 
Whistledown? That’s the question 
that keeps everyone on their well-
mannered toes. 
 “Bridgerton,” created by 
Chris Van Dusen, is based on the 
romance novels of Julia Quinn 
and it’s projected that like the 
novels, each season will focus on 
the romantic tales of a different 
Bridgerton sibling. Bridgerton 
is available to Netflix members.  
Enjoy!

Happy Valetine’s Day Readers!

You’re
Just
Our

“Type”
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Encino Eateries Open 
For Delivery & Take Out

 While restaurants are now allowed to reopen 
outdoor dining, we know not everyone is comfortable with 
public dining so we’ll keep this list going as restaurants 
still need your support! Our effort was to try to help our 
local eateries stay open, and let our readers know what 
resources are available to them.

Robek’s Fresh Fruit 
& Smoothies

 4922 Balboa Blvd.
(747) 282-3322

9 am to 6 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes 
Delivery: Yes

        Claudine Artisan  
      Kitchen & Bakeshop 
      16350 Ventura Blvd. 

(818) 616-3838
8 am to 6 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
   Delivery: Postmates,    

       DoorDash, UberEats 
    
          Buca di Beppo  

17500 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 995-3288

      11 am to 9 pm Daily 
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

      $30 mininum order 
 
     Lusy’s Mediterranean  
 Cafe & Grill  

16200 Ventura Blvd.  
 (818) 849-5653

10 am to 8 pm (Mon-Wed)
10 am to 9 pm (Thurs-Fri)

11 am to 9 pm (Sat) 
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Katsu-Ya
16542 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 788-2396
12 pm to 9 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Coral Tree Cafe
17499 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 789-8733
9 am to 8 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Fat Sal’s Deli
16901 Ventura Blvd.

(855) 682-4373
11 am to 12 am Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates

The Stand
17000 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 788-2700
11 am to 8 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash, 

Postmates

Mulberry Street Pizza
17040 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 906-8881
11 am to 10 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Delmonico’s
16358 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 986-0777
11 am to 8 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash

CPK Encino
16100 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 907-7783
11 am to 7 pm (M-T)

11 am to 8 pm (Fri/Sat/Sun)
Takout: Yes, Curbside

Delivery: Yes

Maria’s Italian Kitchen
16608 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 783-2920
11:30 am to 8 pm (M-F)
4 pm to 8 pm (Sat/Sun)

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes, $7.95 fee

Philly’s Best
17200 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 990-0977
11 am to 9 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash, 
Grubhub, Postmates

Chick-Fil-A
17660 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 881-8287
6 am to 10 pm (Mon-Sat)

Closed Sundays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Cho Cho San
4924 Balboa Blvd.

(818) 981-4664
11 am to 8:30 pm (M-T)

11:30 am to 9 pm (Fri/Sat)
11:30 am to 8 pm (Sun)

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash

Dunkin Donuts
4920 Balboa Blvd.

(818) 995-0555
5 am to 7 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: GrubHub

Chili’s Grill & Bar
17240 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 906-8469
11 am to 9:30 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
Delivery: DoorDash, 

alcohol delivery

Paris Baguette
17136 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 817-0048
8 am to 8 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Panda Express
17200 Ventura Blvd.

(213) 634-3178
10:30 am to 7 pm (M-Sat)
11 am to 9 pm (Sunday)

Takeout: No
Delivery: DoorDash, 

GrubHub

Yamato
17200 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 905-9920
2 pm to 9 pm (M-F)

2 pm to 10 pm (Sat & Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Crumble Patisserie
17233 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 469-6270
9 am to 8 pm Daily
Making Cakes Only

EuroAsia
17209 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 205-9311
12 pm to 6 pm (M-S)

Closed Sundays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

McDonald’s
17641 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 995-0052
15700 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 784-0117
5 am to Midnight (pickup)

24/7 Drive Thru
Takeout: Yes

Delivery: UberEats

Uncle Bernie’s Deli
17615 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 990-6346
6:30 am to 9 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
17245 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 990-1500
2 pm to 10 pm (M-F)

12 pm to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

The Nook
17316 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 385-1271
7 am to 3 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Okumura Sushi
17302 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 986-9712
11:30 am to 2 pm (T-F)

5 pm to 7 pm (Sun-Thurs)
5 pm to 8 pm (Fri & Sat)

Closed Mondays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Black Bear Diner
18355 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 457-4071
6 am to 9 pm (Sun-Thurs)
6 am to 10 pm (Fri & Sat)

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash, 
UberEats, Postmates

Kushiyu
18713-15 Ventura Blvd.

(8181) 609-9050
11:30 am to 2:15 pm (M-F)
12 pm to 2 pm (Sat & Sun)
5:30 pm to 10:15 pm (M-T)
5:30 pm to 10:45 pm (F-S)

5 pm to 10 pm (Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Gio Cucina Napoletana
15826 Ventura Blvd. 2nd Fl

(818) 905-7446
11:30 am to 2 pm 

5 pm to 9 pm (M-F)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Scratch Bar and Kitchen
16101 Ventura Blvd #255

(818) 646-6085
4:30 pm to 8 pm

Takeout: Yes, Curbside 
Pickup

 

Ameci Encino
15615 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 906-0597
10 am to 9 pm (M-T)

10 am to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes

Delivery: Yes, GrubHub, 
Postmates, DoorDash

The Habit
17132 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 783-6162
10:30 am to 9 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

CiCi’s Cafe
18912 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 881-6704
7:30 am to 3 pm (M-F)

7:30 am to 4 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Fresh Brothers
16060 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 528-2100
11 am to 9 pm (M-W)

11 am to 10 pm (T-Sun)
Delivery: Yes, Grubhub, 

Postmates, UberEats, 
HungerRush

Takeout: Yes, Curbside

The Spot
17200 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 783-2233
11 am to 11 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates, 

UberEats

Tel Aviv Grill
17201 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 774-9400
Only Phone Orders

Tarzana Wine & Spirits
18839 Ventura Blvd

(818) 342-0355
9 am to 9 pm
Takeout:Yes

Delivery: DoorDash, 
Postmates
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REAL ESATETitan Control on the Forefront of LA’s 
Rodent Issue

Kelly Clarkson Breaks Away 
From Her Encino Farmhouse

Photo: Realtor.com

 Kelly Clarkson, singer 
and television talk show host, 
has recently listed her Encino 
farmhouse for $8.9 million, just 
two years after purchasing it for 
$8.5 million. 
 While Clarkson initially 
listed the property in 2020 for 
just under $10 million, no buyers 
were interested and the price 
was lowered incrementally to its 
current number. Located in the 
affluent neighborhood 
of Royal Oaks, the 
modern farmhouse 
sits on 10,000 square 
feet and boasts eight 
bedrooms and 11 
bathrooms. 
 B l e n d i n g 
indoor and outdoor 
spaces with seamless 

walls of glass and high ceilings, 
the property holds a home theater, 
gym, wine room, a chef’s kitchen, 
La Cornue range and a master 
bedroom with its own fireplace, 
private patio and walk-in closet. 
 Outdoors is just as 
luxurious with a built-in lounge, 
fire pit, kitchen with pizza oven, 
pool, spa and guesthouse.  
 Chris Corkum with 
Compass holds the Encino listing.

 Los Angeles County 
residents are experiencing what 
seems to be a never before seen 
rodent activity problem. With the 
city of LA ranking second in the 
most rodent-infested cities in the 
country,  hundreds of thousands 
of homes are experiencing higher 
levels of rodent activity than ever 
before. Though it’s normal for 
rodents to move into homes in the 
winter, the COVID-19 lockdowns 
have led to an unprecedented 
surge in residential rodent 
infestations. 
 Without restaurants and 
food manufacturing facilities 
functioning normally, rodents 
no longer have the nutritional 
resources that kept them 
centered in commercial areas 
- forcing them to spread into 
neighborhoods to search for food, 
water, and shelter. 
 With more people 
ordering delivery and takeout, 
rodents are finding it easier to 
rummage through residential 
neighborhoods, leading to the 
invasion of your home - whether 
it be in your attic, crawl space, 
garage, or any potential shelter in 
or around your property. Rodents 
in the attic may contaminate 
your insulation and damage your 

electrical wiring. As they look 
for water, they’ll pick at both 
your water and gas lines, as they 
don’t differentiate between the 
two, and to keep warm they may 
take up space by your HVAC 
unit, damaging the electrical 
wiring and air ducts. Aside from 
creating more financial expenses 
necessary to repair your home, 
these home invaders can bring 
in rodent-borne diseases that are 
hazardous to both the home’s 
residents and their pets.
 So how can you 
prevent rodent infestation? We 
asked Titan Rodent Control’s 
President, Daniel Lamb, for some 
rodent prevention tips. “As a 
homeowner, there are a few things 
you can do to keep your home 
safe. Trimming and maintaining 
the branches of shrubbery in 
your home, and keeping them at 
least four feet above the ground, 
make it harder for rodents to find 
additional food sources and gain 
access to your roof. Closing off 
any possible entry points around 
the outside of your home will also 
go a long way in keeping them 
out of your home.” However, 
for many homeowners, it may 
be too late to tackle the issue on 
their own. In this case, calling a 

professional is the best way to 
get rid of these home invaders 
quickly. 
 Many pest control 
companies have basic tools for 
dealing with small-scale rodent 
activity. However, one of the top 
rodent control companies in the 
Los Angeles area, Titan Rodent 
Control, has developed new, 
proven techniques to solve this 
age-old problem. 
 Their highly trained and 
experienced technicians provide 
a free inspection of your home 
and the surrounding areas, often 
sharing tips for preventing future 
rodent infestations. With fast, 
reliable service at a fraction of 
the cost of other rodent-focused 
companies, Titan Rodent Control 
is a full service, one-stop rodent 
shop providing rodent proofing/
exclusion, trapping, sanitation, 
and bait station services. 
 LA may be the second 
most rodent-infested city in the 
US but luckily, Titan Rodent 
Control takes the number one 
spot for eliminating these creepy 
critters.
 Contact Titan Rodent 
Control at (818) 714-8053 
or visit our website at www.
rodentcontroltitan.com
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REAL ESTATE

On Site Design 
& Installation
310.869.9079

CONSTRUCTION 
& HANDYMAN

SERVICES
Repairs to Remodels
Garage Conversions
From Demo to Design

Bercsi Development Inc.
Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461 After...

Nighttrek: What to See in the 
February SkyRealtors, 

Showcase Your New 
Encino Listings Here!

By Neil Simmons
 The highlight of 
February is the conjunction of the 
red planet, Mars and the crescent 
Moon on Thursday, February 18. 
Look straight up after 6 pm to 
view this great naked-eye event! 
 On this same day, the 
new space probe “Perseverance” 

from JPL and NASA will try to 
land on the red planet.  This is 
a nervous time for all as 40% 
of missions to Mars have failed 
when landing.  The problem is 
that the probe has to go from 
6,000 mph to landing in a short, 
thin atmosphere.  When this new 
probe lands, it will then launch a 
“mini” helicopter to see if it can 
fly in the Martian air.  A week 
before this event, the United Arab 
Emirates and China will try to 
land their space crafts on Mars 
too.
 FUN FACT:  Mars is 
the only known planet which is 
inhabited solely by robots.
 February is a great month 
to see bright stars.  There are six 
brilliant stars that form a giant 
hexagon around the constellation 
Orion.  This formation is called 
the “Winter Circle.”  
 All of these stars are 
in the “Top 20” category of 
brightest stars.  The bottom star 
is the famous Sirius, the brightest 
naked-eye star we can see. Sirius 
twinkles white, blue, and red 
early in the evening.   
 In addition, the Moon on 
February 20, 21, and 22 will be 
inside of this giant asterism.  An 

asterism is a prominent pattern or 
group of stars, typically having 
a popular name but it is not 
considered a constellation.
 All during the month 
of February, look in the north 
night sky for a giant “M” which 
is the vain queen of Ethiopia, 
Cassiopeia. In Greek mythology, 
she thought she was more 
beautiful than the famous sea 
nymph, Nereids.  The gods did 
not like her vanity, so they froze 
Cassiopeia in the night sky to 
punish her. 
 On February 26, the 
full Snow Moon shows up, but 
will we get any snow in the San 
Fernando Valley?  Not likely. 
 Here’s another 
FUN FACT:  The Moon is in 
“synchronous rotation” with the 
Earth, which means the same 

side of the Moon is always facing 
Earth.

 Dawn Patrol:  Four of 
the five naked-eye planets are 
in the morning sky and easy to 
see at 6 am.  Make sure to look 
on the mornings of the 10 and 
11 when Saturn, Venus, Jupiter, 
and the thin crescent Moon are 
close together.  On February 23 
Mercury and Saturn will be next 
to each other.
 Vandenberg Air Force 
Base is planning a big launch of a 
giant rocket on February 28.  This 
would be a great sight!  Follow us 
on Facebook as we will post the 
time when it is known.
 When not star gazing, 
Neill Simmons is a Wealth 
Manager with LPL Financial in 
Woodland Hills.  If you have any 
astronomy or financial questions, 

he may be reached at 818-936-
2626 or at neill.simmons@lpl.
com

The Moon is in 
“synchronous rotation” 
with the Earth, which 

means the same side of 
the Moon is always facing 

Earth.

From top: Perserverance rover 
and Sirius constellation. Photo: 
Wikipedia
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→ Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space 
→ FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.) 
→ Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available 

GET ONE MONTH FREE* 
* With a Year’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability  

   16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From 

6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

gelbgroup.net 
 

Serving the Valley since 1971 
 

Is It Safe to Sell My Home During COVID?
By Kevin Pike
 I’ve spoken with so 
many people asking me whether 
it’s safe to sell their homes while 
we’re still dealing with COVID.
 They really want to 
sell, but also want 
to remain safe and 
alive! Naturally we 
ALL want to remain 
safe and so I explain 
to them what we as 
REALTORS® do to 
make sure all parties 
remain safe and 
COVID- FREE.
 A l t h o u g h 
nobody can ever 
guarantee total safety, 
based on what we do 
know about the virus, 
I believe the protocols 
we follow are among 
the tightest of any industry. 
 Since March, I can 
happily say that none of my 
buyers, nor sellers have tested 
positive nor have come down 
with COVID.
 Our protocols are 
actually pretty basic, and include 
the following to assure the safety 
of all parties:
 1. Open Houses are no 
longer allowed and all showings 
require advanced reservations 
with the buyers signing a COVID 

waiver to legally protect both 
parties.
 2.  I only allow two to 
three people into any property 
when I show it, and request 
everyone else wait outside until 

we’re through. The home owners 
are also requested not to be in the 
property during showings.

 3. All agents and their 
buyers entering a property must 
wear face masks, gloves and 

foot coverings. I actually ask my 
buyers not to touch any surface, 
and for them to ask me to open 
and close doors as requested.
 4. I always make sure 
no buyers nor their agents contact 

my sellers to arrange their 
showings. I respect the 
privacy of all of my clients, 
and require all showings to 
go through me personally.
 By following these 
simple, but tried and true 
tested steps we all can 
successfully show homes 
and sell them quickly 
while remaining safe and 
secure from COVID.
 There are many 
additional ways I list my 
clients’ properties to assure 
the greatest level of safety 
as possible. I’m always 

happy to discuss these methods 
with those who call and tell me 
their own personal concerns.
 Kevin is a Senior Real 
Estate and Probate Specialist 
with Coldwell Banker Great 
Valleys. He works with all age 
groups to help both buyers and 
sellers achieve their greatest real 
estate goals, and can be reached 
at (818) 571-1508.
 Pike is a REALTOR® 
with Coldwell Banker Greater 
Valleys CalDRE #01990544.

All showings require advanced 
reservations with the buyers 

signing a COVID waiver to 
legally protect both parties.

Kevin Pike
REALTOR

(818) 571-1508
KevinPike4Homes.com

KevinPike@ColdwellBanker.com

Your Personal Real Estate Specialist!

®

Looking to buy or sell Your home?
I’ll share with you all the unqiue perks I offer
to make your experience of working with me 
a cost-saving, memorable and positive one!
• Free Home Evaluations
• Free Home Warranty
• Free Real Estate Advice
Call me and let me know 
your own specal concerns 
and we’ll discuss how I can help resolve them!

199050 _ GREATER VALLEYS199050 _ GREATER VALLEYS

Kevin’s dedication to his clients and his desire to make the buying and 
selling process seamless, from beginning to end, makes him stand out 
from all others. Kevin delivers!!!!     - Sharon C.

EXCLUSIVE



Encino Enterprise, February 4, 2021, Page 16

PRESENTS

February 9–12:

March 2: 

March 5:

March 8:

SEMI-FINALS

FINAL PERFORMANCES

VOTING CLOSES AT 5:00 PM

WINNER IS ANNOUNCED

ROCK THE VALLEY - BATTLE OF THE BANDS IS SPONSORED BY

A musical talent show providing emerging artists 
an opportunity to showcase their talent!

IMPORTANT DATES

  BATTLE OF THE BANDS SEMI-FINALS

FEBRUARY 9–11:  

PLASTIC CULTURE · STRANGE BREW · BEYOND THE RESERVE · ACOUSTIC ASYLUM

FEBRUARY 10–12: 

THE OVERTIME PROJECT · AGE OF DIOS · EMILY COUPE · TERRELL EDWARDS


