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NEWS IN BRIEF
Support Your Local Restaurants
During Dine LA Week
Restaurants, while certainly resilient, still need your
support more than ever. On March 1, dineL.A. kicks off their
first-ever Spring Restaurant Week. For two weeks, running until
March 14, participating restaurants will be curating specialty set
multi-course menus for patrons to enjoy outdoors or to go in the
comfort of their own home. Lunch ranges from $15 to $35, while
dinner prices start at $25 and higher. For a full list of participating
restaurants in the San Fernando Valley as well as menu samples,
visit discoverlosangeles.com/dinela. Reservations are highly
encouraged, especially if wanting to dine at the restaurant. Support
your local restaurants during this tumultuous time to help ensure
they’ll be around for future feasting!

United Chambers Inspiring Women
Awards To Be Held Next Week
Five Valley women will be honored next Thursday,
February 25, by United Chambers at their sixth annual
Inspirational Women event. Miri Rossitto of COWE Consulting,
attorney Georgianna Junco-Kelman, Rachel Sumekh of Swipe Out
Hunger, Lydia Floyd of Hands4HopeLA and Kim Goldberg-Roth
of Strength United will be honored at a Zoom event from 10 to 11
am. Tickets are $20 per person. Visit unitedchambers.org or call
(818) 981-4491.

Vaccine Availability to Get Worse
Before It Gets Better
As more groups become eligible for the COVID-19
vaccine, supplies still remain limited, which means March will be
a far more difficult month in distribution before improvement in
April. Sites have been distributing vaccines at a fraction of their
overall capacity, meaning that the people eligible for scheduling
their first dose far outweigh the supply. Additionally, when
the window opens March 1 for an array of essential workers
like teachers and law enforcement personal, the situation will
unfortunately only get worse. Plus, March 15, anyone aged 16 and
older with a qualifying underlying condition will also now become
eligible. Hope is on the horizon however, with the possibility that
Johnson & Johnson will soon be federally approved in the coming
weeks to distribute its own single-dose vaccine, joining Pfizer and
Moderna as suppliers. Overall, improvement is happening, as the
average daily case numbers are down 85% from earlier January,
average hospitalizations down 61% and average daily deaths
down 91%.

Back to School - Or Not?

By Laura Levinsky
This week, the County
of Los Angeles announced that
schools that had TK to sixth
grades could open back up once
they passed a safety plan.
It is all well and good
that the county has decided it is
safe enough for small children to
return to school. But the children
aren’t the only ones involved in
this decision. There are teachers,
administrators, cafeteria workers
and support staff involved in this.
And then there are the
parents. They have a huge say in
whether or not there are kids in
the classrooms to teach. No kids
- no need to have all the adults
there.
So, what does everybody think of this idea?
Overwhelmingly,
the
parents and grandparents we
asked are against the idea of
sending their kids back to school
before at a minimum the teachers
are vaccinated. “I think it means
COVID will continue to spread.
There is no way to police the
children into social distancing
in school. You can’t even teach
their parents to do it in the grocery store. We might as well just
tough it out, get everybody vaccinated and hope it works,” said
Betsy E.

For some, it isn’t just
a matter of the kids getting exposed. “I don’t like the idea (of
sending them back before everyone is vaccinated). As difficult
as it has been with them being
home…it would be far worse if
they got sick or brought it home.”
For another parent, “It is counterproductive. Kids can spread the
virus, so it isn’t just about if they
are safe in school. And it can be
traumatic to go back to school
only to be sent home again. This
could cause another spike, especially with the UK and South African variants spreading so rapidly.”
It is logical that parents
can’t go back to working in their
offices until the kids are back in
school.
For some parents, they
know what they will do, but understand other families may feel
differently. “I personally won’t
do it yet (send them back), but
completely understand why other
parents would.”
The initial push is only
to get the kids back in the classroom. The pandemic however,
isn’t just a concern for the health
of the students. Thousands of
teachers are of sufficient age to
be concerned about the health
risks involved.

Anyone under 65 is still
waiting for their age group to be
qualified. Are we willing to risk
the exposure for those who are
close, but not 65 yet? As early as
last summer teachers at public and
private schools were concerned
about exposure in the classroom.
Do they want to go back?

Can we reasonably expect
that Kindergarteners will
sit in a classroom all day,
wearing masks and socially
distancing?
Met any five year olds lately?
“I know how important
the socialization is for the kids,
but this could kill you” one public school teacher had said. From
a private school teacher we received the same sentiment. “It is
literally a life and death situation.
Part of me would love to go back,
but it isn’t just the kids. It is older
adults too.”
One of our parents even
questioned that, in a city that
temporarily closed vaccination
sites due to lack of vaccines, are
they going all to get the vaccines.
“Where are they coming from?”
(continued to page 5)
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CALENDAR

CONSTRUCTION
& HANDYMAN
SERVICES

FEBRUARY

Repairs to Remodels
Garage Conversions
From Demo to Design

Community
Calendar
* The Encino Neighborhood Council will hold their General
Board Meeting on Wednesday, February 24, at 7 pm via Zoom. To join
the meeting, use the link us02web.zoom.us/j/82218121936 or call in at
(669) 900-6833.

On Site Design
& Installation
310.869.9079

Bercsi Development Inc.

Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461

After...

* Rehab Specialists will be hosting a special webinar entitled
“The Role of Physical Therapy in Breast Cancer Treatment” on
Tuesday, February 23, at 2 pm. It will discuss the benefit of physical
therapy in reducing side effects from breast cancer treatment. To RSVP,
email info@rehabspecialistisinc.net or call (310) 273-0877 and ask for
Sabrina for details.
* Join Tarzana Community and Cultural Center for a night
of beautiful acoustic music on Friday, February 26 from 7 to 9 pm.
Invited musical guests perform original songs and unique covers
throughout this spectacular evening of live music. Tickets are just $5
per household. All proceeds benefit the Tarzana Community & Cultural
Center. Call 818.705.1286 or visit mytarzana.org for more info.
* Join the West Valley Regional Library every Monday
at 10:30 am for spirited and engaging discussions during “World
Literature Book Club.” For info on the title to be discussed each week
as well as the Zoom link, email wvalley@lapl.org.
* As a gift to the community, the San Fernando Valley
Iris Society is offering free membership to those interested for the
year of 2021! Those involved host regular Zoom meetings on iris,
gardening topics, planting advice and much more! Plus, the society
sponsors scholarships for college students studying horticulture. Those
interested in joining should visit sanfernandovalleyirissociety.org for
more info.
* Shop the Sherman Oaks Farmers Market every Tuesday
from 3 pm to 7 pm at Westfield Fashion Square.
* Join the Allied Artists of the Santa Monica Mountains and
Seashore and the Topanga Canyon Art Gallery in presenting “On
Location In the Santa Monica Mountains and Seashore.” The exhibit
highlights the natural beauty of the Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area. The exhibit runs through February 28 at 120 N.
Topanga Canyon Blvd. The gallery is open Saturday and Sunday,
from noon to 5 pm. The show features water color, pastel and oil
representative landscape paintings by six local artists: Bonnie Freund,
Carole Garland, Russell Hunziker, Virginia Kamhi, Timothy Kitz and
Linda Melber.

Visit www.unitedchambers.org

* The Tarzana Community and Cultural Center holds
watercolor painting class in the garden on various Wednesdays from 10
am, starting on March 10. All levels are welcome to enjoy the outdoors
and spark their creativity on canvas. For more information, call the
center at 818-705-1286 or email them at info@mytarzana.com.
* Registration for the Crespi Golf Tournament at Braemar
Country Club on Monday, March 15 is now open. Go to crespigolf.
com to sign up!
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People in the News

COMMUNITY

* Longtime reader Kerry Heller chimes in with the funny that
never in her whole life did she imagine her hands would consume more
alcohol than her mouth!

* Isn’t it ironic that the plexiglass protects us from the cashier
that has just touched everything that we’re now taking home?!

A pandemic won’t slow down priestly duties! Parishoners at Our Lady of Grace, Encino were
offered “drive-thru” ashes this past Ash Wednesday to celebrate the beginning of the Lent season. The
start of Lent, the 40 days leading up to Easter, is marked by the placing of ashes on foreheads of the
devout, marking the dictum “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” In keeping with
sanitary practices, the priests used q-tips to distribute ashes upon foreheads.

Diana Sanchez, Van Nuys Airport’s Public & Community
Relations Director, was recently named a 2021 Los Angeles Man
& Woman of the Year candidate for the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society- California Southland chapter. Diana is joining an elite group
of men and women who have said “yes” to making a significant impact
on the world by curing cancer, a cause extremely close to her and her
family.

Calabasas-based real estate brokerage Marcus & Millichap
Inc. has announced that Matthew Luchs (above) has joined its
Brandon Michaels Group as chief operating officer.
Based out of Marcus & Millichap’s Encino office, Luchs will
be responsible for brokerage team management, agent training, team
growth, branding and the implementation and oversight of a leasing
and management division, according to a company announcement.

* The Washington Post published the winning submissions
to its yearly neologism contest, in which readers are asked to supply
alternative meanings for common words. Some of the winners are:
-Coffee (n.), the person upon whom one coughs.
-Flabbergasted (adj.), appalled over how much weight you
have gained.
-Abdicate (v.), to give up all hope of ever having a flat
stomach.
-Esplanade (v.), to attempt an explanation while drunk.
-Lymph (v.), to walk with a lisp.
-Testicle (n.), a humorous question on an exam.
-Oyster (n.), a person who sprinkles his conversation with
Yiddishisms.
-Rectitude (n.), the formal, dignified bearing adopted by
proctologists.
-Willy-nilly (adj.), impotent.
-Frisbeetarianism (n.), (back by popular demand): The belief
that, when you die, your soul flies up onto the roof and it gets stuck
there.
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It’s an insurance
jungle out there...

Let Paul be your guide!

HAVE YOU CHECKED THE PREMIUMS ON
YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN LATELY?

IT’S TIME
TO SHOP

Many carriers have recently had rate increases.
See your age below for rate comparison reality check.
M E D I CA R E S U P P L E M E N T R AT E S
PLAN F
INNOVATIVE F
OR F EXTRA

PLAN G

65*

149.00*

THE CALIFORNIA
“BIRTHDAY RULE”

66

guarantees you the
right to change your
Medicare supplement plan
to any other carriers’ same
or lesser plan within

60 DAYS OF
YOUR BIRTHDAY.
You can change
without answering
health history
questions.

PLAN G
INNOVATIVE
OR EXTRA

HIGH DEDUCTIBLE
PLAN F/G

113.00*

127.00*

39.00

174.00

138.00

152.00

42.00

67

189.00

154.00

168.00

45.00

68

189.00

154.00

168.00

47.00

69

210.00

177.62

193.00

50.00

70

210.00

179.00

193.00

52.00

71

229.00

192.08

216.00

54.00

72

229.00

199.69

216.00

57.00

73

248.00

207.63

232.00

60.00

74

248.00

215.84

232.00

63.00

75

264.00

224.33

248.00

66.00

76

264.00

233.16

248.00

68.00

77

282.00

242.31

265.00

69.00

78

282.00

251.81

265.00

70.00

79

297.00

261.63

278.00

74.00

80

297.00

271.83

278.00

79.00

81

320.00

282.71

292.00

79.00

82

320.00

282.71

292.00

79.00

83

320.00

282.71

307.00

79.00

84

320.00

282.71

307.00

79.00

85

358.00

282.71

321.00

79.00

86+

358.00

282.71

varies

79.00

AGE

($2370 2021)

L.A. County rate changes through 2/1/2021. (Compilation of rates from 10 carriers) *Reflects $25/
month new-to-Medicare Part B 12-month discount. 5-7% couples discount available on some plans.
Rates subject to change. “F” Plans are only available to those eligible for Medicare prior to 1/1/2020.

PAUL DAVIS

#0M47932
Call us at 818-888-0880 or go to pdinsure.com
20

0 2 -2 0 2 0

CA LICENSE

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 19 years by readers of the Daily News 2002-2020!
Are you looking for a Medicare options expert to give an educational
presentation on Medicare health plan options? We can help!
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Save the Date to Honor Encino Heroes
Save the date of March
20 as the Encino Chamber of
Commerce will be honoring a
myriad of Encino heroes!
The 2021 Virtual Gala
and Installation will honor
incoming president Gail Pekelis,
outgoing Chamber President

Sue Du Brin, the 2020 Board of
Directors and more local heroes.
This is an event you
certainly won’t want to miss as
it will highlight and honor those
individuals who worked tirelessly
to do their best in shaping,
advocating for and aiding Encino

during a certainly tumultuous
year. Invitations, sponsorship
opportunities and more details to
be announced soon. Mark your
calendar for March 20 as we
collectively give virtual thanks
to all the local heroes that make
Encino strong.

Back to School Continued
(continued from page 1)
asked Bryna H... “Are they just
going to fall from the sky?”
The State of California
and the City and County of Los
Angeles have all bombarded
the public with messages about
staying home, wearing a mask,
and staying away from people
with whom you don’t reside.
Now they are telling us that if
you are a teacher, it is okay to
be around kids and other adults.
They assume administrators and
others are okay - if it means kids
can go back to school.
While many people
ignored the warnings, millions
did what they were told in order
to protect their families. Now
they are being told, it is okay to
congregate, as long as they are
teachers, your kids can be around
them, vaccinated or not.
Can we reasonably
expect that kindergarteners will
sit in a classroom all day, wearing
masks and socially distancing?
Met any five year olds lately?
Following the rules isn’t likely to
happen.
One vaccination center

Dan Brin
Joyce Fletcher
Martin Cooper
Rickey Gelb
Glen Kovacs
Brad Rosenheim
Miri Rossitto
Richard Sherman
Scott Silverstein
Molly Unger
John Walker
Diana Williams
Dennis Zine
Valley Vantage, Warner Center News, Las Virgenes Enterprise and Encino Enterprise
are published weekly by Kathleen Sterling. Offices are located at 22025 Ventura
Blvd. #303, Woodland Hills CA 91364. Phone 818.313.9545 / Fax 818.302.1417.
Email valleynewsgroup@gmail.com. Website: www.valleynewsgroup.com. Opinions
expressed in articles are those belonging to the article’s author and do not necessarily
reflect the view of the Publisher or its advertisers. Submissions are welcome and must
include name, address and phone. All submissions become the property of the Publisher.
Valley Vantage is a legally adjudicated newspaper of general circulation serving the
County of Los Angeles by Superior Court Degree No. SFC 858.

PHONE 818.313.9545 FAX 818.302.1417
Email: EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com
22025 Ventura Blvd. #303 Woodland Hills CA 91364
www.valleynewsgroup.com
Facebook.com/valleynewsgroupwoodlandhills

for LAUSD has opened, and it
is currently limited to those that
meet the state requirements. One
site isn’t going to cover all of the
teachers and all the other adults
working in the school system.
As of February 17th,
the county has agreed to allow
all teachers to be vaccinated
starting on March 1, so we are
still weeks away from those
vaccinations, and that is just the
first dose. A minimum of three
weeks until the second dose and
then two more weeks to allow
for the vaccination to really take
effect and we’re in April already.

That leaves all of May and part of
June for the school year.
LAUSD doesn’t seem to
want to take that long. They want
the kids back in school now.
This isn’t an easy
situation. Nothing related to
Covid-19 has been easy. There
are valid points on both sides.
Parents, grandparents and legal
guardians are faced with tough
decisions about their children’s
education. Let’s just hope they
make the right one.
Laura Levinsky is a
lifelong valley resident and a
graduate of its public schools.

REGISTER FOR A FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION!
Get the Paper Deliverd Directly to
Your Inbox Bi-Monthly
Email us at EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com
and say

“Register Me”
Connect with Us on Social Media
valleynewsgroup.com

@ValleyNewsGroup

Register for a FREE Digital Subscription
Email “Register Me” to EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

valleynewsgroupwoodlandhills
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BUSINESS
BOB’S LOCKSMITH SHOP
COMMERCIAL HARDWARE
Security Specialist

Get a Quote...We’ll Beat It!
(818) 340-0421 (310) 592-8357

ATTENTION!

2021 SeniorS
The GELB Charitable Foundation is accepting
Scholarship Applications for FALL 2021

$1,000 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
SCHOLARSHIP CONSIDERATION IS BASED UPON

Student’s Financial Need
• Community Involvement
•
•

•

APPLICATION
DEADLINE
March 31, 2021

Completed Application
Student must attend a University, College or Trade School located in the San Fernando Valley

Download an application at www.gelbgroup.net/community
Or email your request for an application to scholarships@gelbgroup.net
Gelb Charitable Foundation 6200 Canoga Ave., Suite 201 Woodland Hills, CA 91367 818-377-2277

The Breakdown: Stimulus Aid and
Your 2020 Taxes

With tax season right
around the corner, many are
wondering how to make sense
of their 2020 financials given
changes
in
unemployment
benefits
and
s t i m u l u s
packages. What
do you need
to claim? How
exactly should
it be classified?
S t i m u l u s
checks:
Any
financial
assistance that
came directly
from the IRS
and government
(i.e. stimulus
checks) will not be subject to
income tax because it is not
classified as income but rather an
advanced refundable tax credit.
However,
if
your
payments were never received
(either one or all of the stimulus
packages) you can claim them
through the Recovery Rebate
Credit on your 2020 form 1040 or

1040-SR (line 30).
Unemployment:
Although unemployment was
extended in the previous year, it

is still considered taxable income
and must be reported. While some
chose to have the flat federal
tax rate of 10% automatically
withheld from their checks,
others chose to have their full
unemployment rate sent to them.
If you fall in the latter
category, you probably had to
make quarterly payments to the

IRS if you were expected to owe
more than $1,000 in taxes when
your return is filed. If this is not
your case, then you will owe a
more substantial
chunk of monies
when you pay
your taxes in
full in April and
probably receive
a smaller, if any,
refund.
Unemployment
income
and
withheld
taxes
will be reflected
on a 1099-G
statement that will
be mailed by end
of year. The IRS
doesn’t currently
have plans for
blanket waivers of underpayment
penalties but can provide relief
for taxpayers facing hardships on
a case-by-case basis.

The IRS is encouraging
everyone to file
electronically this year
and set up direct deposit
for faster turnaround.
Additionally, with so
many people working remotely,
many used this opportunity to
move states. In doing so, when
filing state taxes, workers may
have to pay taxes in multiple
states – the state they live in and
the state where your business
office is located. Rules vary from
state to state so it is important to
look up where your state stands
on the issue.
Regardless of your
status and returns, the IRS is
encouraging everyone to file
electronically this year and set up
direct deposit to ensure speedier
turnaround. It’s likely that the
IRS will take longer this year to
filter everything through and to
check IRS.gov for the latest tax
information.
Crucial filing dates:
-Friday, February 12.
IRS begins 2021 tax season.
Individual tax returns start being
accepted and processing begins.
-Thursday, April 15.
Due date for filing 2020 tax
returns or requesting extension of
time to file.
-Thursday, April 15.
Due date for paying 2020 tax
owed to avoid owing interest and
penalties.
-Friday, October 15. Due
date to file for those requesting
an extension on their 2020 tax
returns.
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Need a Space For Your
Bar Exam?
Do you know someone who is taking the bar exam on February
23 and 24? Do they need a quiet, distraction-free space? Barrister
Executive Suites has office and conference rooms available for rent
either by the hour or the day! Call 800-576-0744 or email leasing@
besoffices.com to inquire about their bar exam and February specials!
Their Encino location is situated at 16133 Ventura Blvd 7th Flr.

Running For Your Local
Neighborhood Council?
Candidates running for Neighborhood Council in the valley
can get help with their application or campaign with free information
from the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment. The Department
is offering free virtual information sessions to give tips for running a
successful campaign, connecting with voters and more. The candidate
information sessions will be held on Saturday, February 27, at 9 am
and Saturday, March 13, at 9 am. For more information and to RSVP
visit empower.la.org.

WVWC Comedy and
Cocktails Mixer
Join the West Valley- Warner Center Chamber of Commerce
for a virtual Comedy and Cocktails Mixer on Wednesday, February
24, at 5 pm. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about how to join the meeting. There is no cost
to attend for members. This mixer is sponsored by Paul Davis Insurance
and will feature guest speaker Nick Gaines, Field Representative
for Senator Henry Stern who will be discussing funding information
for small business. Register at us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZAlduGsqTwiG9VctSkqJttTt0asf1F-IlwJ

Assemblymen Gabriel
FAFSA Workshop
Do you need cash for college? Attend a free, bilingual (English
and Spanish) FAFSA workshop on Monday, February 22, at 5:30 pm.
The office of Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel is partnering with the
California Latino Legislative Caucus and the California Student Aid
Commission to assist with filling out your FAFSA and California
Dream Act Application. Register at bit.ly/38AgyrT.

Encino Chamber Disaster
Prepardness Committee
The Encino Chamber of Commerce will be holding their
Disaster Preparedness Committee on Wednesday, March 3, from 12
to 1 pm via Zoom. Meet other business members who are dedicated to
helping Encino recover when disaster strikes. For more info, email and
RSVP to info@encinochamber.org.

Reseda Campus
Offers Free Flu Shots
A free flu clinic for uninsured adults aged 18 to 64 years
old will be held at the Child Development Institute Reseda Campus
(18050 Vanowen St.) on Saturday, Februrary 20, from 9 am to 12 pm.
To schedule your appointment, call 818-847.3860.

BUSINESS
Are You Looking to Promote Your New Business?
Get Your Business Back Up and Running After 2020?

Call 818-313-9545 or email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

for special advertising rates
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HEALTH & FITNESS
Want to Reach Another 10,000 Homes? 5,000 Businesses? 12,000
Online Readers?
Call 818-313-9545 or email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com
to advertise in the Encino Enterprise!

Emerge in the Power of
the Body’s Intelligence
By Conni Ponturo
Emerge in the power of
the body’s intelligence.
The
brain-body
connection is more important than
we think because the body is our
energy center, the place where our
vibration starts and the awareness
that resonates who we really are,
which is pure unconditional love.
The body is guiding its
healing and growth, so how can
we help make that connection
deeper?
Let go of the struggle
and allow yourself to change, no

Absolutely Grounded with Conni Ponturo
Workout Anywhere, Anytime!

Enjoy Access to Hundreds of Motivating Videos Including Pilates, Guided Meditation,
Stretching, Daily Doses of Health and Much More on this Membership Site!

absolutelygrounded.com

judgements.
Here are some tips that
will connect you to your deeper
self.
1. Practice focused
breathing: Inhale for two counts,
hold the breath for two counts,
and then slowly exhale as if
blowing out through a straw for
two counts. Practice for five to
eight rounds.
2. Stop worrying about
the past or the future, breath into
the present moment. That is where
your presence and your deeper
power for listening to what your
body wants and needs exists. This
is where your superpowers live.
3. Moving your body
creates a deeper brain connection
and focus. Our brain has been
designed to move and when we
do, we release norepinephrine
which is a neurotransmitter that
increases focus and connection.
This is the place you begin to
feel alive. Start with moving
five minutes every hour for six
times in a day, that gives you 30
minutes of body movement and
brain focus.
This information is from
a chapter in the new Amazing
Woman
Series:
“Emerge
Amazing Women” releasing
on March 30. To join in, go to
amazingwomannation.com.
Conni Ponturo has been
in the health and wellness world
for over 22 years. She is the
author of “Falling Into Joy,” and
her greatest joy is for her clients
to move into feeling more alive,
more loving to their bodies, and
vibrant.
Ponturo offers access
to hundreds of engaging, fun and
motivating videos online from the
comfort and convenience of your
home on her membership website
“Absolutely Grounded.”
Classes
include
standing work, working with a
ball, working out with a pillow,
Theraband workouts, working
with weights, foam roller
workouts and more. There is a
short workout video and a “Get
Fit in Five Minutes” challenge
with daily workouts, as well as
beginner Pilates and mat flow
workouts. For information on the
classes offered and how to register,
visit Absolutelygrounded.com
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Physicians Encourage Safe, Healthy
Habits for February Heart Month
The
COVID-19
pandemic has impacted every
aspect of our lives, from spending
time with friends and family to
schooling, grocery shopping,
even the way we communicate
with one another. But one thing
hasn’t changed…the importance
of taking care of our health and
well-being.
February is Heart Month
and a great time to refocus
your energy on easy ways to
improve your heart health. When
your heart is healthy, you feel
healthy.
“Heart
health
management can be as simple as
paying attention to what you eat
and your daily activities, which
both can make a big difference in
how good you feel,” states Sam
Kalioundji, MD, Cardiologist,
Dignity Health – Northridge
Hospital Medical Center. “Your
heart can benefit from just 10
minutes of physical activity each
day – a brisk walk, a bike ride, or
even taking the stairs instead of
waiting for the elevator.”
The American Heart
Association provides helpful
tips for eating healthy, including
preparing your own meals at
home so you can control the
ingredients, such as salt intake,
which can lead to hypertension.
Be sure to add more fruits and
vegetables to your diet by using
them as snacks throughout the
day.

progressing while
avoiding doctor’s
offices or hospital
settings can put
you at greater
risk than the virus
itself.”
Dignity Health
encourages you
to check with
your primary care
physician to see if
you are due for a
check-up and to
discuss additional
recommendations
tailored to meet
your individual
needs.
When
you need Dignity,
rest assured that
Dr. Sam Kalioundji and Dr. Ronald Tang of Dignity
their
hospitals
of award winning services,
and
doctor’s
offices are practicing all health including the Leavey Cancer
department recommendations to Center, a Cardiovascular Center,
the Center for Assault Treatment
keep you safe.
Founded
in
1955, Services, a Neuroscience Center
Dignity Health – Northridge of Excellence, a pediatric intensive
Hospital Medical Center is a care unit, and the only pediatric
394-bed, acute care, nonprofit trauma center in the San Fernando
community hospital located in Valley. Visit dignityhealth.org/
Northridge, California.
The northridgehospital for more
hospital offers a full complement information.

HEALTH & FITNESS

COVID-19 Variant Replicates:
England’s Dominant Strain
By Janey M. Rifkin
Preliminary estimates
of the variant which has taken
hold in the United Kingdom
suggest the virus is 50 to 70%
more transmissible than earlier
versions. Now the dominant
strain of COVID-19 in Britain,
it has spread to more than 40
other countries and is fast-paced
to travel throughout the United
States.
U.K. scientists said early
data suggests it also could be
deadlier than the original version.
Simultaneously with the
race to create vaccines to protect
citizens of the world by testing
antibody levels and other markers
of immune system activity against
the variant virus, researchers
found the AstraZeneca vaccine,
authorized and in use in Britain, to
be effective against this alarming
strain.
Preliminary
studies
from Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines here in the U.S. are
encouraging, as spokesmen for
each pharmaceutical house stated
reassurances for their products. In
addition, vaccine makers say the
technology behind COVID-19
vaccines should allow them to
swiftly retool their production

Your whitest teeth.
Not in three months.
Not in three weeks.

When your heart is
healthy, you feel
healthy.
Remember to maintain
regular fitness activities. Check
your local parks and recreation
areas to ensure available open
space for walks, trail hikes, yoga,
or other outdoor activities – stay
active, stay safe. In addition to
eating healthy and staying active,
know your numbers – blood
pressure is the measure of your
heart health.
Although we are in
this pandemic together, we
encourage our community to
remember the importance of
regular wellness exams. Ronald
Tang, MD, an Oncologist at
Northridge Hospital’s Dorothy
Leavey Cancer Center, shares
the importance of routine
preventative health screenings to
early detection of abnormalities.
“People are worried
about contracting COVID-19,
but it’s important to remember
that mammograms, prostate
exams, colonoscopies, and other
screenings, are all critical in
maintaining one’s health,” adds
Dr. Tang. “The likelihood of cancer

lines to produce shots targeted
more precisely at new and
emerging variants.
Babak Javid, associate
professor of infectious diseases
at the University of California,
San Francisco, said small
differences in how vaccines
perform against new variants
compared
with
established
versions isn’t a major concern,
provided those vaccinated are
protected against severe illness
and hospitalization. That will
be critical to determining when
countries relax lockdowns and
other public health restrictions,
he said.
Some studies have
suggested a variant first identified
in South Africa might be less
susceptible to existing vaccines.
A third vaccine to come along
in addition to Moderna and
Pfizer will be a Johnson &
Johnson design, soon to be
approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration. There is
speculation that the J&J vaccine
has been specifically targeted to
protect against the South African
variant.
Janey Rifkin is a
syndicated writer and contributor
to Valley News Group.

By tonight.
Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.
The revolutionary new way
to whiten your teeth.

Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.
Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.
And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
Woodland Hills 818.224.2970
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Did you know...
the average weekly newspaper reaches
more people than the average half-hour
primetime tv show?

Valley News Group
can help spread the word
on your business!
Call 818-313-9545 to advertise.
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We Used to Call Them Passion Pits

Given its huge tracts of
undeveloped land, its 300 days
of sunshine each year, and its
numerous film studios, you might
have assumed that the drive-in
movie would have been born in
the San Fernando Valley.
You would have been
wrong.
The first true drive-in
theater opened on June 6, 1933, in
a suburb of Camden, New Jersey.
Called the Park-In Theaters,
admission was 25 cents per car
plus 25 cents per person. The
feature film was Wives Beware,
starring Adolphe Menjou.
The concept was an
instant success. At their height of
popularity, in the late 1950s, there
were about 4,000 drive-ins in the
U.S.; there are 321 left.
California’s first drive-in
theater opened at the intersection
of Westwood and Pico Boulevards

m i d - Montana starred in 20 films… in in the San Fernando Valley
‘70s.
but was better known for his closed on September 2, 1996. Its
At its unequalled 60 years of riding in marquee announced, “Closed for
height, the Tournament of Roses Parade, the season.”
t h e r e from 1935 to 1994.
There was no next
were
In the early ‘50s, a season.
10
young boy living in one of the
Martin
Cooper,
d r i v e - homes near Montana’s ranch was President
of
Cooper
ins in diagnosed with polio. Nearby Communications,
supervised
t h e residents, mistakenly,
Valley: believed that flies
t h e from the ranch were
The Reseda Drive-In, at 18441 Vanowen Street, like many drive-ins, was operated
the cause of his
by Pacific Theaters. When it opened it had one of the largest screens in the world, built at a cost C a n of a then-whopping $250,000.
o g a polio. A hue and cry
with two restless kids in the rear Park (1960-75), Laurel (early ensued, culminating
seat dressed in their Dr. Denton’s. ‘50s-early ‘70s), Reseda (1949- in a petition to the
(For those under 50 years of age, late ‘70s), Pickwick (1949-89), L.A. City Council to
Dr. Denton’s were fleece jammies San Val, Sepulveda (1955-89), condemn the ranch.
that covered everything except Sunland (1950-1976), Van Nuys Montana sold the
the child’s face and hands.)
(1948-96), Victory (1949-77), property, which later
But whether it was and Winnetka (1975-96). Seven became the Sepulveda
teenagers steaming up the car of the 10 opened in the decade Drive-In.
windows or parents dealing with following the end of World War
B u r b a n k ’s
unruly youngsters, a between-the- II, when monies from the GI Bill Pickwick
Drivefeatures trip to the refreshment fueled the home-building spurt In hosted the world
that forever transformed the San premiere of Blazing
A newspaper ad from the mid-1930s for the
Fernando Valley.
Saddles, on February first drive-in theater, near Camden, NJ. The attraction
Most of the drive-ins 7, 1974. The film’s was the theater; there is no mention of what films were
in the Valley accommodated stars, Cleavon Little being screened.
400 to 1,200 cars; at 1,700 cars, and Gene Wilder,
the Laurel, on Prairie Avenue joined 250 invited guests who all public relations for the Academy
in Chatsworth, was the Valley’s watched the film on horseback.
of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences
largest open-air theater.
When the Van Nuys for 10 years; held executive
The litany of drive-in Drive-In opened on July 30, 1948, positions with Disney and
openings and closings can be with Joel McCrea in Buffalo Universal Studios; and served
traced directly to the Valley’s Bill and Annabella in Wings of as Chairman of the Board of the
post-World War II development; the Morning, its capacity was UCLA Film & Television Archive.
the land was just too valuable 891 cars. In 1983, its mural and An award-winning author, he has
to remain undeveloped. Tract screen tower were torn down for written four books, two of them
homes, big box stores, industrial a tri-plex drive-in. The last drive- on the SFV.
The Van Nuys Drive-In in 1978, at 15040 Roscoe Boulevard. It played a key role in Quentin Tarantino’s 2019 Once Upon a
Time…in Hollywood. In the film, the Paramount Drive-In was the “stand-in” for the Van Nuys Drive-In.
parks, and retail
businesses
took
in Los Angeles on September 9, stand was almost imperative. As the place of acres
1934, on the former site of a bean soon as the first of the two feature dotted with gray
field. Originally named simply film’s credits began rolling, the aluminum speakers
Drive-In Theater, it was renamed mad dash to get an early place in that hooked inside
the Pico Drive-In in 1943. The the concession stand line began.
the driver’s window,
On sale were hot dogs p r e - s c r e e n i n g
screen was 40 feet high and
60 feet wide, made of canvas- and hamburgers, popcorn and kiddielands,
and
covered wood, with a capacity of drinks, and of course a wide range cars of every make
487 cars. Its first presentation was of candies. The most popular and vintage.
Handy Andy, starring Will Rogers candy items were Tootsie Rolls,
T
h
e
and an unknown named Robert first sold in 1907; Milk Duds, Sepulveda Drive-in
introduced in 1928; M&Ms, first opened with Richard
Taylor, in his first film.
The image of drive- offered in 1941; and Junior Mints, Todd starring in A
in theaters was of rows of cars available in 1949. But the first- Man Called Peter
populated by hormone-fueled ever branded candy was Good & and Sterling Hayden
youngsters taking advantage Plenty, brought to market back in in The Eternal Sea.
of the darkened environment 1893.
But before that, it
The first drive-in in the had been the ranch
to physically demonstrate their
San Fernando Valley was the San of movie star Montie
feelings to their companions.
The Victory Drive-In, located at 13037 Victory Boulevard, in North Hollywood, opened on
More typical of the Val, opened by entrepreneur Seth Montana. Between May 25, 1949. Los Angeles Mayor Fletcher Bowron and Doris Day were on hand. The Victory Plaza
drive-in was the family of four Perkins in 1938; it lasted until the 1932 and 1952, shopping center was built on the site.
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Encino Eateries Open
For Delivery & Take Out
Robek’s Fresh Fruit
& Smoothies
4922 Balboa Blvd.
(747) 282-3322
9 am to 6 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
Claudine Artisan
Kitchen & Bakeshop
16350 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 616-3838
8 am to 6 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates,
DoorDash, UberEats
Buca di Beppo
17500 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 995-3288
11 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
$30 mininum order
Lusy’s Mediterranean
Cafe & Grill
16200 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 849-5653
10 am to 8 pm (Mon-Wed)
10 am to 9 pm (Thurs-Fri)
11 am to 9 pm (Sat)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
Katsu-Ya
16542 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 788-2396
12 pm to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Coral Tree Cafe
17499 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 789-8733
9 am to 8 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
Fat Sal’s Deli
16901 Ventura Blvd.
(855) 682-4373
11 am to 12 am Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates
The Stand
17000 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 788-2700
11 am to 8 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
Postmates

Mulberry Street Pizza
17040 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 906-8881
11 am to 10 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
Delmonico’s
16358 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 986-0777
11 am to 8 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash
CPK Encino
16100 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 907-7783
11 am to 7 pm (M-T)
11 am to 8 pm (Fri/Sat/Sun)
Takout: Yes, Curbside
Delivery: Yes
Maria’s Italian Kitchen
16608 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 783-2920
11:30 am to 8 pm (M-F)
4 pm to 8 pm (Sat/Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes, $7.95 fee
Philly’s Best
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 990-0977
11 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
Grubhub, Postmates
Chick-Fil-A
17660 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 881-8287
6 am to 10 pm (Mon-Sat)
Closed Sundays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Cho Cho San
4924 Balboa Blvd.
(818) 981-4664
11 am to 8:30 pm (M-T)
11:30 am to 9 pm (Fri/Sat)
11:30 am to 8 pm (Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash
Dunkin Donuts
4920 Balboa Blvd.
(818) 995-0555
5 am to 7 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: GrubHub

While restaurants are now allowed to reopen
outdoor dining, we know not everyone is comfortable with
public dining so we’ll keep this list going as restaurants
still need your support! Our effort was to try to help our
local eateries stay open, and let our readers know what
resources are available to them.

Chili’s Grill & Bar
17240 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 906-8469
11 am to 9:30 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
Delivery: DoorDash,
alcohol delivery

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
17245 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 990-1500
2 pm to 10 pm (M-F)
12 pm to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Paris Baguette
17136 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 817-0048
8 am to 8 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

The Nook
17316 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 385-1271
7 am to 3 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Panda Express
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(213) 634-3178
10:30 am to 7 pm (M-Sat)
11 am to 9 pm (Sunday)
Takeout: No
Delivery: DoorDash,
GrubHub

Okumura Sushi
17302 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 986-9712
11:30 am to 2 pm (T-F)
5 pm to 7 pm (Sun-Thurs)
5 pm to 8 pm (Fri & Sat)
Closed Mondays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Yamato
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 905-9920
2 pm to 9 pm (M-F)
2 pm to 10 pm (Sat & Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Crumble Patisserie
17233 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 469-6270
9 am to 8 pm Daily
Making Cakes Only
EuroAsia
17209 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 205-9311
12 pm to 6 pm (M-S)
Closed Sundays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
McDonald’s
17641 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 995-0052
15700 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 784-0117
5 am to Midnight (pickup)
24/7 Drive Thru
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: UberEats
Uncle Bernie’s Deli
17615 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 990-6346
6:30 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Black Bear Diner
18355 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 457-4071
6 am to 9 pm (Sun-Thurs)
6 am to 10 pm (Fri & Sat)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
UberEats, Postmates
Kushiyu
18713-15 Ventura Blvd.
(8181) 609-9050
11:30 am to 2:15 pm (M-F)
12 pm to 2 pm (Sat & Sun)
5:30 pm to 10:15 pm (M-T)
5:30 pm to 10:45 pm (F-S)
5 pm to 10 pm (Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Gio Cucina Napoletana
15826 Ventura Blvd. 2nd Fl
(818) 905-7446
11:30 am to 2 pm
5 pm to 9 pm (M-F)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Scratch Bar and Kitchen
16101 Ventura Blvd #255
(818) 646-6085
4:30 pm to 8 pm
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
Pickup

Ameci Encino
15615 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 906-0597
10 am to 9 pm (M-T)
10 am to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes, GrubHub,
Postmates, DoorDash
The Habit
17132 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 783-6162
10:30 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
CiCi’s Cafe
18912 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 881-6704
7:30 am to 3 pm (M-F)
7:30 am to 4 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Fresh Brothers
16060 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 528-2100
11 am to 9 pm (M-W)
11 am to 10 pm (T-Sun)
Delivery: Yes, Grubhub,
Postmates, UberEats,
HungerRush
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
The Spot
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 783-2233
11 am to 11 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates,
UberEats
Tel Aviv Grill
17201 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 774-9400
Only Phone Orders
Tarzana Wine & Spirits
18839 Ventura Blvd
(818) 342-0355
9 am to 9 pm
Takeout:Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
Postmates
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Throwback Thursday : Encino Man
By Steve Choi
The 1992 comedy film
Encino Man was Les Mayfield’s
feature film debut, revolving
around two teenagers in the
Encino area who have various
misadventures
with a revived
caveman.
T h e
film stars actors
Sean Astin and
Pauly Shore as
the
comedic
duo who roam
the streets of
Encino, with
Brendan Fraser
playing
the
titular “Encino
Man.”
While
Hollywood
Pictures was
hesitant
at
the idea of
marketing
towards
a
more teenage
demographic,
Disney
was
convinced by the success of
Pauly Shore’s show “Totally
Pauly,” and hoped that this would
secure a baseline audience for the
movie. Les Mayfield would later
attribute much of the studio’s
assurance of the film’s potential

due to the release of Wayne’s
World just three months prior,
demonstrating that a flick targeted
mainly towards adolescents could
still pull in major numbers.
Despite being ravaged by

critics in comparison to its more
beloved counterpart, Encino Man
still received positive reactions
from teen audiences, and was a
major box office success, netting
more than five times its budget in
its North American release.

The film, while being as
asinine as its premise, still retains
some charm due to its casting
of the charismatic Sean Astin
and Pauly Shore, and although
Brendan Fraser wavers into
cringe worthy acting as
the Ice Age caveman,
the movie is just self
aware enough to prevent
itself from nose-diving
completely. However,
this does not prevent
the film from inserting
as many moronic jokes
as possible to pad
the runtime, with the
most egregious being
an
out-of-the-blue
reference to the Arnold
Schwarzenegger movie
The Terminator.
Throughout
its
narrative,
the
audience is consistently
reminded not to take the
story seriously, as each
plot point pushes the
viewer to suspend their
disbelief ever more as
the wacky antics done
by the three characters play out
on screen. In the background,
one can see various locations
of the San Fernando Valley,
ranging from the La Brea Tar
Pits museum in which Fraser’s
caveman character undergoes an

ENTERTAINMENT
existential crisis, or the popular
amusement park Six Flags Magic
Mountain, where the audience
can again enjoy a close up shot
of Fraser’s best attempt to look
terrified as he rides a rollercoaster.
The humor in the
movie is admittedly focused
on entertaining just the youth,
and it is with little doubt that
such adolescents in the 1990s
guffawed in laughter while adults
rolled their eyes in tandem.

The film, while being as
asinine as its premise,
still retains some
charm... self aware
enough to prevent
itself from nose-diving
completely.

Valley Cultural
Center Introduces
New Podcast

In this way, it would be
wholly unnecessary to bash upon
those who enjoyed the movie and
to say that it is an objectively
bad movie would be to miss the
point entirely: Encino Man is an
experience focused on catering
towards the immature teen,
and doesn’t care about taking
itself seriously, which proved
to be perfectly acceptable to its
audience, and the neighborhood
of Encino.

Valley Cultural Center is
excited to present their “Arts on
the Move” podcast debuting on
March 4. Join them biweekly, on
the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each
month for new episodes.
A podcast that discusses
industry tips and tricks with
professionals
and
focuses
on giving talented unsigned
Emerging Artists a platform to
have their voices heard. The
program is geared to the multigenerational/demographic
audience that wants so support
the arts of tomorrow.
Find them on Facebook
@ArtsontheMovePodcast.
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Farmer’s Market Finds: Scoops on Tap
Scoops on Tap is giving
a whole new meaning to cracking
open a cold one. Sure, there may
be booze involved, but it’s not
quite the traditional pint you may
have in mind...
In
this
“Farmer’s
Market Find,” we’re highlighting
artisanal ice cream with a bit of
a twist. Scoops on Tap brings the
best of old school flavors with
alcohol infused accoutrements.
Salted
Caramel
Blonde.
Chocolate Oreo Stout. The list
goes on. For the purists, they
even have original favorites free
of spirits and vegan options for
the dietary restricted.

I was obsessed with
the versatility of ice
cream as a dessert
and the joy it brought
to other people.
Crafted by hand, this ice
cream utilizes local, organic and
sustainable ingredients in every
scoop so the flavor is nothing if
not exceptionally delicious. Sam
Howland, creator of Scoops on
Tap, chats about the inspiration
behind the businnes, his culinary
creations and the joy of sharing
his passion with others.
So whether you’re
treating yourself, feasting with

the family or sending a surprise
to a loved one, there’s a pint for
every palate. We’ll cheers to that.
Encino
Enterprise:
What inspired you to start the
business Scoops on Tap?
Sam Howland: Ever since I
was a kid, I loved making ice
cream. My neighbors had an oldfashioned hand crank ice cream
maker that they would pull out
once a year on the 4th of July.
They would load it up with rock
salt and ice and churn out some
of the best homemade ice cream I
had ever had. Once I got my first
taste of freshly made chocolate
chip cookie dough ice cream, I
was hooked.
Years later, I bought

making ice cream I
had a thought…beer
and ice cream? Turns
out the combination
was delicious and an
absolute hit. Bryan and
I both were attending
Cal Poly Pomona
together and decided
to turn our passion
for super premium,
local, handcrafted ice
cream into a business.
We started small by
going to local events,
and working out of
other commercial dairy
kitchens to produce our

that pops into our heads.
We love wacky and
experimental flavors, such as
our Figgy Pop — fig jam and
balsamic ice cream with candied
bacon — and Bramble — a fresh
raspberry ice cream made with
vanilla and a raspberry sour beer
that we then steeped on oak chips
overnight. But we get just as
excited about old school classics
such as Madagascar Vanilla Bean
and Strawberries & Cream.
EE: How did you decide
to start selling your creations at
local farmer’s markets such as the
Encino Farmer’s Market?
SH: We knew we needed

sweet treats. We started in July
2015, and five years and a lot of
blood, sweat, and tears later, we
built our production facility!
EE: Your list of flavor
options is quite varied; from
booze-infused to vegan and old
school original in between! How
do you come up with the various
flavor combinations? Are there
seasonal or personal favorites
you love to share with others?
SH: When we first
started, we were exclusively
making craft beer-infused ice
creams. We loved working with
local breweries and using their
beers as an ingredient to make
a really unique dessert. Over
time, we got so many requests to
produce plant-based ice creams
and non-infused ice creams that
we began to expand our menu.
Our flavor combinations
come from all over: childhood
nostalgia, locally and seasonally
available
ingredients,
and
sometimes just a random thought

to get our ice cream into the
hands of the people and farmers
markets have been a great
avenue. We love interacting with
our customers and getting their
feedback on our latest flavors —
or even ideas for new ones! Plus,
we have been able to make great
friends with local farmers and use
their produce in our ice creams!
The folks we run into at
the farmers markets are always
on the hunt for quality products,
and our super-premium ice cream
made with locally sourced cream
and milk is the perfect farmers
market find.
EE: What’s the most
surprising
element
you’ve
discovered taking on this venture?
SH: You never know
where your business is going to
take you. One piece of advice I
would give to other people who
want to start a small business
is to stay open minded. There
have been so many times where
(continued on next page)

cookbooks and an ice
cream maker and started
crankin’ out my own
homemade batches.
I
was obsessed with the
versatility of ice cream
as a dessert and the joy it
brought to other people.
One of my best taste
testers was my longtime
friend
and
eventual
business partner Bryan
Marasco.
Eventually,
I
went to work for a local
brewery and worked my
way up to being the head
brewer. While I worked
there, I would bring home
fresh beer. One day while

The Next Issue of the Encino
Enterprise Will Be Out March 4
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Looking to buy or sell Your home?

FMF: Scoops on Tap Continued

(continued from page 14)
we made a plan and were ready
to execute only to have things go
wrong, right, or in a completely
different direction. And 2020
made that more real than ever!
When we started the
business, we said Scoops on Tap
was all about craft beer-infused
ice cream. Now we produce
hundreds of different flavors
across multiple categories and we
are happier for it!
EE: Why do you think
now more than ever people are
interested in local, homemade
products like the ones found at
neighborhood farmer’s markets?
SH: Something we have
always stood for as a company
is quality, sustainability and
community. Farmers markets are
a great place to find all of those

things. They are filled with great
quality foods that are sustainable
and locally produced by local
artisans and farmers.
When
you
buy
something at the farmers market
you are putting money back
into the community and getting
something that tastes great too!
EE: What do you
love most about the Encino
community?
SH: Since day one
coming to the Encino farmers
market, we have been greeted
with a friendly community that
has a passion for delicious ice
cream! It has been a pleasure to
be welcomed into the market and
work side by side with other great
and passionate vendors.
Grab a pint, or two or
three, of Scoops on Tap at the

Encino Farmer’s Market every
Sunday from 8 am to 1 pm. For
more information and flavor
updates, follow them on social
media @ScoopsonTap or visit
their website ScoopsOnTap.com.

I’ll share with you all the unqiue perks I offer
to make your experience of working with me
a cost-saving, memorable and positive one!
• Free Home Evaluations
• Free Home Warranty
• Free Real Estate Advice
Call me and let me know
your own specal concerns
and we’ll discuss how I can help resolve them!

Kevin Pike
REALTOR

®

(818) 571-1508
Kevi nPi ke4Homes. c om
KevinPike@ColdwellBanker.com

Your Personal Real Estate Specialist!
Kevin’s dedication to his clients and his desire to make the buying and
selling process seamless, from beginning to end, makes him stand out
from all others. Kevin delivers!!!! - Sharon C.

EXCLUSIVE
199050 _ GREATER VALLEYS

GET ONE MONTH FREE*
*

With a Year’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability

16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From
→

Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space

→

FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.)

→

Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available

gelbgroup.net
6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

Serving the Valley since 1971
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