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NEWS IN BRIEF

ONEgeneration Holds Community
Blood Drive at Encino Farmer’s Market
ONEgeneration Encino Farmer’s Market, in partnership
with American Red Cross, will be holding a Blood Drive on
Sunday, December 20, during market hours. Those interested in
donating are asked to pre-register at redcrossblood.org and use
the sponsor code “onegeneration.” Blood donations are crucially
needed this year and it only takes one donation to save up to three
lives!

A Compendious Source of Information

On Wednesday, Los
Angeles marked the deadliest day
of the pandemic, yet hope arrived
as vaccines were delivered to
local valley hospitals.
With 22,422 new cases
reported, and 138 deaths in just

Photos clockwise from top: Elissa Stubbleﬁeld and Dajonae
Jackson at West Hills Hospital, staff at Providence Cedars Sinai
Tarzana and Blair Galbreath at Dignity Northridge Hospital.

Heads up Nighttrekers and celestial connoisseurs! Mark
your calendars for the evening of December 21 as a rare, oncein-a-lifetime celestial event where Jupiter and Saturn will be
seen in their closest proximity possible. The two planets will line
up to form a unique celestial occurance that is being called a
“Christmas Star.” For the winter equinox, these two planets will
line up to appear as one bright double planet in the night sky.
This special event hasn’t been seen this close in over 800 years!
Since this day will be the shortest day of 2020, look low in the
southwest after sunset to witness this rare Christmas conjunction.

Many children have expressed concern that Santa won’t
make it this year due to the pandemic. Let them know first and
foremost that Santa lives way up at the North Pole away from
everyone but elves, who are immune, so he’s okay! Also show
them that Santa’s reindeer (including Rudolph) are already here
checking out the scene beforehand. They were captured on film
recently in an Agoura backyard, checking out their route before
Christmas Eve.

December 17, 2020

Local Hospitals Get First
Doses of Vaccine

Nighttrekers: Mark Your Calendars for the
“Christmas Star”

For the Kiddos: Santa’s Reindeer Scope
out the Scene Before Christmas

				

one day, the need for the vaccine
was never more apparent. The
mechanics of storing the vaccine
at minus 70 degrees Celsius,
setting up in-hospital clinics, and
deciding who would get the first
shot were daunting, but all the
hospitals surveyed stepped up to
the plate and indeed, celebrated
the arrival of hope in a syringe.
Blair Galbreath, Director
of Pharmacy at Northridge
Hospital, received the first supply
of emergency use vaccines and
shared, “As I reflect on all of the
healthcare workers working so
hard and tirelessly on behalf of

our patients, I hope this vaccine
will be the beginning of the end to
this nightmare. I’m proud to be a
pharmacist and proud to be a part
of such a great team at Dignity
Health Northridge Hospital.”
At West Hills Hospital,
nurses working on the COVID
floor were the first to receive the
vaccine. Elissa Stubblefield from
the COVID ward received the
first shot from Dajonae Jackson,

an ER nurse.
Nurses at Providence
Cedars Sinai Tarzana cheered
as the first group received their
shots. “We feel like we’re making
history and protecting our friends,
family and coworkers,” one nurse
said.
Kaiser
Permanente
Woodland Hills staff made a
celebration out of receiving and
administering the shots.
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Did you know...
the average weekly newspaper reaches
more people than the average half-hour
primetime tv show?

Valley News Group
can help spread the word
on your business!
Call 818-313-9545 to advertise.
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People in the News
Retiring From Service
The United Chambers recently
honored LAPD Deputy Chief Jorge
Rodriguez on his decades of service to the
community in recognition of his retirement
from service at the end of the year.
Rodriguez, Deputy Chief and Commanding
Officer of Operations in the Valley Bureau,
was appointed to the police department in
1987 and has served in various divisions of
the LAPD, successfully getting promoted
through the ranks.
In 2017, Rodriguez was reassigned
to the Valley Bureau where he has been
stationed since focusing on the importance
of communication between law enforcement
and the community in which they serve.
Rodriguez has been the recipient
of a multitude of accolades, department
commendations and awards. At the United
Chambers meeting, Rodriguez was presented
with a certificate of appreciation of his leadership from Rickey Gelb of Gelb Group who was the title
sponsor of the virtual event. Numerous community leaders and Captains of neighboring departments
were also on hand to celebrate Rodriguez’s influential and commendable career.

* With most parents working from home as well as now
teaching their children, one local reader and mom shared her thoughts
on changing some Christmas carols to better reflect 2020…
“I’m dreaming of a wine Christmas….”
“Dashing through the snow, with a bottle of merlot!”
“All I want for Christmas is schooool”
*Silent night isn’t a carol but a parents’ plea!
* Why didn’t Mary and Joseph make it to Bethlehem this
year? All Virgin flights were cancelled…
* Did you hear that production was down at Santa’s workshop?
Many of his workers have had to elf isolate.
* How does Santa keep track of all the fireplaces he’s visited
over a night? He keeps a logbook of course!
* Which reindeer gives the most attitude to Santa Claus?
Rude-olph!
* What is a snowman’s favorite breakfast? Frosted Flakes.
clauses!

Paying it Forward!

Our Lady of Grace in Encino recently rallied their community
to gather toys to donate to Providence Tarzana-Cedars Sinai Hospital
this holiday season. The toys will be distributed to the children who
find themselves spending Christmas in the hospital and could use
a little cheering up. Mrs. Baker (second from left) and Mr. Ambriz
(wearing festive Christmas pajamas for Pajama Day at school) posed
as representatives of the school alongside hospital staff who graciously
accepted the community donation.

Register for a FREE Digital
Subscription

Email “Register Me” to
EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

*What is another name for Santa’s helpers? Subordinate
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I T ’ S T I M E TO
Your Medicare Supplement Plan!
Trade in your old, worn out, overpriced,
lower-coverage plan for a shiny-new, better
priced plan (in many cases)
a Two major carriers have opened
their plans to anyone on any
Medicare supplement plans
a You must currently be on a
Medicare supplement plan
in California
a You can upgrade to a Plan G or F
a To change to Plan F, you must
have been eligible for Medicare
prior to 1/1/2020
a No health questions to
change plans
a Some offers include a 12-month
rate guarantee on new plan
a Offer valid, now through
February 28, 2021

Compare your current plan rates against these:
Los Angeles rates good through 2/28/2021. 5% couples discount available.

Plan F

Plan G

Plan N

65*

149.00

113.00

130.88

66

174.00

138.00

137.01

67

189.00

154.00

143.15

68

189.00

154.00

149.28

69

210.00

179.00

155.42

70

210.00

179.00

161.55

71

229.00

198.03

167.69

72

229.00

203.00

173.82

73

248.00

212.52

179.96

74

248.00

219.76

186.09

75

284.82

227.01

192.23

Rates for older ages are dependent on part B effective date:
CURRENT MAX
RATE ANY AGE

378.78

301.87

255.62

*New to Medicare

PAUL DAVIS

CA LICENSE

#0M47932

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 19 years
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2020!

20

0 2 -2 0 2 0

Call us at 818-888-0880
www.pdinsure.com

Empty Stores Turned Into Galleries
With “Art Along the Boulevard”
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With some businesses closed along Ventura Boulevard due to the pandemic, the San Fernando
Valley Arts Cultural Center has partnered with Councilman Bob Blumenfield to create ‘Art Along the
Boulevard,’ an art installation series for empty storefronts. Seven artists are going to display their works and
offer the community an uplifting cultural experience while strolling along the Village Walk. This outdoor
exhibit will highlight paintings, printmaking, photography and sculpture by artists Susanne Belcher, Judy
Dekel, Marian Fortunati, Theodore Herman, Kuniko Ruch, Charles Sherman, and Veronica Stensby through
December 13. Art can only be viewed from outside and will be rotated monthly. The art will be for sale with
20% of the proceeds benefiting the SFVACC and pieces will also be on view at www.sfvacc.org.

Encino Neighborhood Council
ELECTIONS & Candidate Applications

Dan Brin
Joyce Fletcher
Martin Cooper
Rickey Gelb
Glen Kovacs
Brad Rosenheim
Miri Rossitto
Richard Sherman
Scott Silverstein
Molly Unger
John Walker
Diana Williams
Dennis Zine

Valley Vantage, Warner Center News, Las Virgenes Enterprise and Encino Enterprise
are published weekly by Kathleen Sterling. Offices are located at 22025 Ventura
Blvd. #303, Woodland Hills CA 91364. Phone 818.313.9545 / Fax 818.302.1417.
Email valleynewsgroup@gmail.com. Website: www.valleynewsgroup.com. Opinions
expressed in articles are those belonging to the article’s author and do not necessarily
reflect the view of the Publisher or its advertisers. Submissions are welcome and must
include name, address and phone. All submissions become the property of the Publisher.
Valley Vantage is a legally adjudicated newspaper of general circulation serving the
County of Los Angeles by Superior Court Degree No. SFC 858.

PHONE 818.313.9545 FAX 818.302.1417
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Want to Reach Another 10,000 Homes? 5,000 Businesses? 12,000
Online Readers?
Call 818-313-9545 or email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com
to advertise in the Encino Enterprise!

Blumenfield Wants to Fold
Illegal Valley Gambling
Councilmember
Bob
Blumenfield has introduced
legislation to help tackle the
proliferation of illegal gambling
in the City of Los Angeles. In
2018, the LAPD executed 12
search warrants for illegal casinos
and the following year that
number exploded to 48 warrants,
uncovering deeply disturbing
connections to gangs, illicit drugs
and prostitution.
“These are not friendly
weekend poker games- these are
full-fledged illegal casinos fixed
with gambling machines, many
of which with deep ties to local
and international organized crime
syndicates,” said Blumenfield.
“We need to get a handle on this
now to shut them down.”
On a San Fernando
Valley raid earlier this year
witnessed by FOX11, LAPD
found a crime scene with intense
security protocols including
a steel framed door with a
magnetic lock set in concrete.
Before law enforcement could
enter, organizers of the casino
were able to cut their computer

link to a server in Eastern Europe
controlling all the finances. The
problem has continued unabated
during the coronavirus pandemic
in flagrant violation of gathering
rules and business operating
limits.
Blumenfield’s motion
directs city departments to explore
proactive measures to deter
commercial property owners from
leasing to operators of gambling
establishments and to incentivize
them to terminate leases when
illegal activity becomes known.
This serves a dual purpose of
eliminating gambling dens and
providing tools other than LAPD
enforcement.
The
Los
Angeles
Department of Building and
Safety, in consultation with the
Department of City Planning,
Los Angeles DWP, and the Los
Angeles Police Department,
should report back with 60 days
on tools that could be adopted
to deter and civilly punish
operation of illegal gambling
establishments and prevent the
crime magnets they can become.

Audit
Director
Wanted
Audit Director (Encino, CA) Manage planning & execution
of multiple engagements incl
engagements of 5 or more
audit staff.
Understand &
manage firm risk on audits
& proposals w/ budgetary &
time constraints. Dvlp, train
& mentor staff on projects &
assess prf for engagement(s)
& year-end reviews. Serve
as resource for Technical QC.
Perform bus dev activities to
expand client base & promote
services. Lead firm training
initiatives aimed at the dev &
prof growth of staff as well as
improving efficiencies. CPA &
Bach degree in Acct (employer
will accept 3yr Bach degree in
lieu of 4yr Bach degree) reqd +
min10 yrs recent public auditing
exp which must incl at least 4 yrs
mgr exp supervising, mentoring
& counseling audit staff at all
levels. 4 yrs of mgr exp must
incl supervising engagements of
5 or more audit staff, serving as
resource for tech quality control
(QC) & working w/ clients in
RE, mfg and distrib, & tech
svcs industries. Email res to
Citrin Cooperman & Co. LLP at
Careers@citrincooperman.com
( Attn: 168).

“Behind the Mask”
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The News Reporter & The Rabbi

There is no question that coronavirus has impacted every aspect of life. While the world has shifted, individuals have felt the hit both personally and professionally. In this
series, “Behind the Mask,” we’re looking to highlight a variety of professions and how the pandemic has not only changed their daily operations but also, their perspective on the
industry they work in. After all, while many have had to adjust to debilitating measures, others have surprisingly skyrocketed during this time. As we take this pandemic day to day,
it’s the people that shed the most light on how we’ll get through this. The people that may be in your personal orbit or the people just outside your bubble who are working tirelessly
in the midst of unknown times. The people behind the mask.
a firm handshake or even a
comforting hug when needed.
Social distancing is necessary but
I miss seeing smiles and shaking
hands with people. And of course,
staying safe and making sure my
photographer is also safe. It’s
constantly on my mind.
EE: What is the most
dramatic change you’ve had to
make in your business?

The News Reporter

Gigi Graciette is a field reporter
for GDLA, Fox 11 News.

Encino Enterprise: How
has coronavirus most impacted
your field of work?
Gigi Graciette: From
interviewing people from six
feet away to wearing a mask on
television to riding and working
separately from my photographer,
it’s a whole new world in the field
of TV news reporting.
EE: What is the most
surprising obstacle that you have
had to face in the midst of this
pandemic?
GG: Finding a way to
build rapport with people I’m
interviewing without being able
to share a welcoming smile,

I think we are all forever
changed. I know I am...
it’s been challenging but
we did it.
GG: Wearing a mask on
TV – that was a first!
I think the people
who work behind the scenes
in television news are the ones
who have had to make the most
changes, starting with having to
work from home. Talk about a
challenge!
But they all stepped
up and made it work, without
missing a beat. From our writers
and editors, directors, producers
and tech gurus, along with
management – I admire them all.
EE: Has this pandemic
changed your perspective of the

industry you’re in?
GG: Yes! I am so
PROUD of how FOX 11 has
responded to the pandemic and
worked to keep us as safe as
possible.
In a matter of just
days they took the extremely
complicated task of producing 10
plus hours of live television news
every day from our studios to the
homes of our staff.
From writers, editors,
directors, to reporters and
anchors, and the countless behind
the scenes people along with our
management, they kept us on the
air. What a feat! I’m proud to be
part of this team.
EE: How do you want
this experience to change you
or change your business moving
forward?
GG: I think we are all
forever changed. I know I am.
Professionally,
we
learned to do our jobs in a whole
new way and under trying and
dangerous conditions that never
let up. It’s been challenging but
we did it.
EE: What is giving you
hope right now?
GG: A vaccine! And
our healthcare workers and first
responders on the frontlines.
They are all heroes!

The Rabbi

Rabbi Vogel is a spiritual leader
at Temple Aliyah.

Encino Enterprise: How
has coronavirus most impacted
your field of work?
Rabbi Vogel: There is
very little that hasn’t changed
since March 15, 2020 for
clergy. So much of what we
do is in the person-to-person
relationship. We are trained in
seminary to teach the sacred texts
of our traditions, how to create
meaningful lifecycle events and
how to be present in the lives of
our congregants so we can share
the challenges of life. Overnight
we were not able to do these
things in-person. We now had
to learn how to “produce” these

events over Zoom. This change
has meant that everything takes
five times as long to prepare. It
means that everything that was
once much more spontaneous
and natural, now has to be preplanned and produced to provide
a meaningful experience.
EE: What is the most
surprising obstacle that you have
had to face in the midst of this
pandemic?
RV:
The
greatest
challenge for me has been helping
families dealing with illness and
death. In the case of illness, our
congregants can’t visit their loved
ones in the hospital. In the face of
death, a family has been limited
to a funeral of approximately 10
people and mourning their loss
without the face-to-face comfort
of family and friends. I have
done final prayers by Facetime,
with family members on the
screen and the phone held by a
loving nurse.
Rather than meeting
with a family to plan a funeral
and sharing a hug to provide
comfort, I can only provide
support through the medium of a
computer monitor. The greatest
obstacle has been the inability of
human contact to help heal the
human spirit.
(continued to page 9)
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A Medicare Advantage plan that does more.

Paul Davis
818-888-0880
paul@pdinsure.com
pdinsure.com

CA licensed since 1984

#0669770
#0M47932

Calling this number will connect you to a licensed independent insurance agent/broker.
Paul Davis Insurance Services is a licensed and certified representative of various/many/
several Medicare Advantage [HMO, PPO and PPFS] organizations with Medicare contracts.

Changing Lives with
Five Minute Workouts

If the pandemic has
changed anything for the better,
it’s bringing awareness to how
easy it is to get quality workouts
from home. However, there’s
still one major obstacle for some
– they hate exercising. Conni
Ponturo has found a solution for
that – 5-minute workouts.
Starting a new exercise
routine can be challenging for
anyone, but it’s particularly hard

Depression i s t reata b le .

for those who are overweight.
You know you’ve got to exercise
to lose weight; however, the
weight makes it difficult to move.
This feeling of being trapped will
keep you back even more than
your own weight – but you really
can break free and start moving.
The virtual ‘Get Fit in 5 Minutes’
Challenge is an excellent way for
these people to ease back into
exercise from the comfort of their
own home.
Ponturo explains that
by doing 5 minutes of exercise,
six times a day, for 21 days,
one can build (and maintain) a
healthier lifestyle that doesn’t
feel too overwhelming. “Your
body is worth five minutes,” adds
Ponturo.
For those who own a
Fitbit or similar device, they’ll
notice a similarity to the prompts
they receive and Ponturo’s
program. Many of these devices
prompt the user to get up and
move every hour, and using
something like this combined
with Ponturo’s program is a
recipe for success. If that even
seems like a daunting task,
Ponturo recommends that users
drink water every hour because at
least they’ll have to get up to go
to the bathroom.
To sign up for the virtual
‘Get Fit in 5 Minutes’ Challenge,
visit Ponturo’s website at

absolutelygrounded.com.
In addition to the
challenge, Ponturo offers virtual
fitness classes that include Pilates,
Myofascial release exercises,
short
workouts, TheraBand
exercises, weight-based training,
Yoga Nidra Sleep Based Guided
Meditation, Barre classes, chair
classes, and Bellicon Rebounder
sessions.
It is recommended that
you ensure that you are well
enough for physical activity
before beginning any exercise
program. Visit your health
care provider and ask essential
questions about restrictions or
improvements that might apply to
you. If you have any medication
(especially
blood
pressure
medication), you should ask your
doctor if you need to follow any
special protocols to track your
exercise intensity.
Conni Ponturo is a
leading authority in the field of
pain-free living, which includes
creating a harmonious connection
of mindset, emotions, and body.
She is respected for her unique
approach to transformational
movement that merges Pilates,
meditation, and mindset. Ponturo
is committed to serving women
and motivating them into loving
their bodies. To receive daily
phone workouts, text the word
“self-care” to 26786.

Are you 60 or older?
If you’re taking an antidepressant and you still have symptoms
of depression, you may be eligible for Optimum.
ABOUT OPTIMUM
Optimum is a research study aimed at finding out which
antidepressant medications are most effective for adults
ages 60 and older.
CONTACT US
Call (310) 206-5240 to see if you are eligible.
Learn more online at www.optimumstudy.org
or email
at
LateLifeWellness@mednet.ucla.edu.
OPTIMIZE Yus
OUR T
REATMENT
DEPRESSION

St. Louis | New York City | Los Angeles | Pittsburgh | Toronto

Protocol ID:IRB#17-001218

UCLA IRB Approved Approval Date: 8/11/2020 Through: 3/25/2021 Committee: Medical IRB 3

ASK YOUR DOCTOR
ABOUT THE

OPTIMUM STUDY
OPTIMUM is a research study for patients
60 and older with difficult to treat depression.
 Eligible Participants are randomized to one of three medication

Absolute Pilates Upstairs
21208 Costanso Street Suite 2
Woodland Hills, CA
818 226-0695
absolutepilatesupstairs.com
- Conni Ponturo

“Behind the Mask” Cont’d

(continued from page 7)
EE: What is the most
dramatic change you’ve had to
make in your business?
RV: Jewish tradition
requires that for many of our most
sacred rituals we have 10 Jewish
people present over the age of 13
(the age of bar and bat mitzvah).
In Hebrew we call this sacred
quorum a minyan.
I believe it is this
idea of a sacred quorum that
has helped sustain the Jewish
people during our two thousand
years of diaspora.
It meant
that Jews, wherever they lived
around the world, had to gather
in communities to fulfill these
religious rituals.

The greatest obstacle
has been the inability
of human contact to
help heal the
human spirit.
If prior to this pandemic
I had been asked, “Can we fulfill
the requirement of a minyan by
Zoom, rather than in-person?”
I would have answered an
emphatic “no.” But then, when
the pandemic hit and there was
no other option to fulfill some of
these rituals, other than to count
10 people by Zoom as a minyan,
we quickly made the change.
EE: Has this pandemic
changed your perspective of the
industry you’re in?
RV: In this case, I
want to define my industry as
“synagogue” rather than “rabbi/
clergy.”
For synagogue life,
I have believed for some time,
that the model has needed to
change in order to have greater
impact on those Jews who are no
longer connected to this form of
communal experience.
We live in a time and
a county in which institutional
affiliations have been declining.
People are in search of
connections and meaning in their
lives, but not in the traditional
ways.
Rather than expecting
people to approach us to prepare
for and share the sacred moments
of life, we must figure out how to
connect with them and create new
meaningful Jewish experiences.
This had been happening prior to
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the pandemic, but now we have their mental and spiritual wellbeen challenged by the reality being, people are feeling the full
Your whitest teeth.
of having to meet these people force of the nine-month shut
Not in three months.
outside the four walls or our down.
Not in three weeks.
synagogues.
The hope I have now is
By tonight.
EE: How do you want in the potential of the vaccine to
this experience to change you help save the lives of our most
Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.
or change your business moving vulnerable people.
The revolutionary new way
forward?
My hope is that these
to whiten your teeth.
RV: We must take the people who have lived in fear
experience we have gained from during this time can now feel safe
this pandemic in reaching people and come out from their hiding.
Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
beyond our four walls.
The
My hope is for the people Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.
Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.
pandemic has forced us to think who live alone can now feel the
And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
creatively about how to engage touch of human companionship
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.
people in new ways and has even and those who have been living in
created new communal rituals.
crowded bunker-like conditions,
Rather than requiring can now find room to breathe.
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
that all people come into the
My hope is the feeling of hope
Woodland Hills 818.224.2970
synagogue all the time to that we are finally at a turning
experience Jewish communal life, point. At this Season of Hope, I
we can now engage them in their embrace this hope.
homes. When
we come out of
the pandemic,
it is clear that
many
people
will once again
want the human
experience
of
gathering
together,
but
hopefully
we will keep
some of the
innovations that
have allowed us
to engage our
community in
new ways.
E E :
What is giving
you hope right
now?
RV: It
is truly difficult
for me to find
hope at this
given moment
when we are
in the third
Taking care of your health is important.
wave spike in
Schedule your in-person appointment or video visit today.
COVID-19
cases
and
• Internal Medicine
• Hematology/
• Pain Medicine
d e a t h s .
Oncology
• Family Medicine
• Plastic Surgery
Responsible
•
Hepatology
people
have
• Breast Surgery
• Pulmonary & Critical
limited their in• Immunology &
Care Medicine
• Cardiology
person holiday
Allergy
• Radiology
• Cardiac Imaging
celebrations in
•
Infectious
Diseases
order to save as
• Rheumatology
• Dermatology
many lives as
• Nephrology
• Sleep Medicine
• Endocrinology
possible.
•
Orthopaedic
Surgery
A
t
• Sports Medicine
• General Surgery
a time when
communal
and
family
sharing is most
15503 Ventura Blvd., Encino, CA 91436
important for

Call 818-313-9545
or email EncinoEnterprise@
gmail.com to advertise in

our Healthy New Year issue!

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.

Ready to
care for you
in Encino.

uclahealth.org/Encino
Schedule an appointment now by calling 425-948-1591
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The Reel Hist ry
of the Valley

By Martin M. Cooper
Typical of the Valley’s
transformation from crops to
celluloid is what is today the CBS
Studio Center, in Studio City.
In 1926, speculators
planned to develop fifty acres
of a lettuce ranch at the corner
of Colfax Avenue and Ventura
Boulevard, along with three
hundred acres at Laurel Canyon
Boulevard. Two years later, “The
King of Comedy,” Mack Sennett,
creator of the silent film comedy
classics, the “Keystone Kops,”
moved his studio there. It became
the namesake for the surrounding
community of Studio City.
Sennett founded his
Keystone Studios in what is now
Echo Park in 1912. His original
main studio building was the

A Studio in Studio City

Just three
Center, and it was shows how its back lot can be
years later, Sennett
renamed CBS/Fox reconfigured to meet a producer’s
debuted his Sennett
Studios. Two years needs: “New York Street runs
Bathing Beauties; he
later, Fox sold its east and east, with a corner on the
was one of the earliest
interest in the Studio west end. There are 11 building
film producers to
to MTM Enterprises fronts on the south side, four of
celebrate
–
and
and
the
facility which are brownstone. The north
capitalize on – an
became CBS/MTM side has six building fronts. All
appreciation of the
Studios.
During of the buildings are two stories
feminine form.
that time TV fare with brick fronts. The bottom
Sennett had
produced on the lot stories are store fronts and the
an eye for talent as
included Roseanne, second stories are apartments.
well as for beauty.
St.
Elsewhere, All the first floor store fronts…
Some of the early
Newhart, Hill Street are removable. Street lights
film stars who began
Blues and Falcon and manhole covers are found
When the Republic Pictures logo flashed across the Crest.
their careers under
all along the street. Grates in
his banner were screen audiences knew it was likely to be a Western, a serial
CBS acquired the sidewalk can be rigged for
Charles
Chaplin, or a mystery film. Republic produced and distributed feature MTM’s interest in the steam to simulate winter scenes.
Harold Lloyd, Gloria films, serials, and television between 1935 and 1967.
studio in 1992, and Sleeves are in place to install
The studio hit its stride
Swanson, and W.C.
once again it became trees and parking meters along
in 1936, releasing 45 films; it kept CBS Studio Center. “Seinfeld,” the sidewalks. Entire street is
Fields.
Sennett
was up an ambitious slate of Westerns,
one of the first to use science fiction, and B movies,
sound on film and in until the late ‘50s.
In the early 1950s,
1929 he produced a
series of singing shorts, Republic moved quickly into
starring an unknown the new medium of television.
singer named Bing While many early film companies
were sure that TV spelled their
Crosby.
The Depression doom, Republic’s executives saw
forced Sennett into it – correctly – as just another
channel
(sorry,
bankruptcy in 1933, distribution
and for the next two another pun) for their product.
In 1963, CBS Television
years independent film
companies, including became Republic’s major lessee
Mascot
Pictures, and renamed the lot CBS Studio
called the property Center. CBS purchased the
home.
Mascot’s property in 1967 and focused
principal productions on producing such TV staples as
Sennett’s Keystone Kops were the precursor of all the
included
Saturday Gunsmoke, Big Valley, Gilligan’s
filmic
slapstick
humor to come, including Charles Chaplin,
morning serials and Island, and the Mary Tyler Moore
Abbott
and
Costello,
the Marx Brothers, and the Three Stooges.
Westerns.
Most series.
CBS and 20th Century
notably, in 1935, it
produced a 12-chapter Fox Film formed a joint venture in “Grace Under Fire,” “3rd Rock rigged for rain and silks to diffuse
serial, “The Phantom 1982, which included ownership from the Sun,” and “Cybill,” are sunlight.”
Empire,” Gene Autry’s and operation of CBS Studio just a few of the shows which
What else could you
first starring role.
called the studio want for your set?
That same year,
in Studio City
And it all started with the
a group of independent
home during the man who brought the world the
producing companies
‘90s. A number slapstick antics of the Keystone
merged,
including
of features were Kops.
also filmed on the
Next Month: A Movie
Not many producers were able to Mascot, Monogram,
combine the Western, science fiction, and and others, forming
lot.
Ranch in Encino?
musical genres into one picture, but Mascot Republic
Martin Cooper, President
Studios.
Much of the
did it with their 1935 serial, “The Phantom The lot had grown
studios’ revenues of Cooper Communications,
Empire.” One of the key filming locations was to six sound stages.
today
comes supervised public relations for
the Iverson Ranch in Chatsworth.
Among its stable (pun
from
renting the Academy of Motion Picture
intended) of actors
out its facilities, Arts & Sciences for 10 years; held
first totally enclosed film stage were Roy Rogers, John Wayne,
including its 18 executive positions with Disney
and Universal Studios; and
and studio ever constructed, and and other Western stars. Among
It’s a toss-up whether the young ladies or sound stages.
still exists, at 1712 Glendale the women it employed were Joan the costumes they wore drew more attention when A look at the served as Chairman of the Board
Boulevard.
Crawford and Barbara Stanwyck. Sennett’s Bathing Beauties were on screen.
studio’s website of the UCLA Film & TV Archive.

Need a Last Minute Gift? Shop Small!

Looking for a last minute gift, some stocking stuffers or just a little something to say thank you
to your clients? Shop small! While we’ve highlighted these businesses over the months, what better time
to revisit them? Purchase a gift for someone on your list or perhaps, one for them and one for you? Treat
yourself this season, you deserve it.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Call 818-313-9545 or email
EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com
to advertise!

Cheers to You This Holiday!

Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth

Nothing says the holidays like a bundle of sweet
treats! Sandy’s Sweets ‘N Sours is the one stop shop for
delicious confectionaires in a myriad of custom flavors.
Fudge, jams, jellies, candies and more are on offer to gift to
those with a sweet tooth. Create a custom candy bundle or
grab a few things to throw in as the perfect stocking stuffer!
Find Sandy’s Sweets ‘N Sours at the Encino Farmer’s Market
every Sunday.

This holiday, shop local at familyowned Tarzana Wine & Spirits, your one
stop shop for all things booze with a wide
selection of wines, beers, tequilas and
whiskeys, plus all kinds of spirits. Owner
Simon Shamoun is beyond knowledgeable
and helpful, as is his long-time staff. You can
walk in the large store or use curbside pickup. Delivery is also available and shipping is
available throughout California.
Stuck on a gift for a special client,
family wine-lover or good friend? This
year Tarzana Wine & Spirits is offering a
gift box of five 2017 French Bordeaux, all
beautifully packaged in their own wooden
case offered at only $59. Perfect for holiday
gift giving for almost anyone on your list!
Visit Tarzana Wine & Spirits
at 18839 Ventura Blvd., at Wilbur. For
information call (818) 342-0355 or email
shop@tarzanawines.com. For a complete
list of inventory, online orders and delivery
visit tarzanawineandspirits.com.

Breathe in Serenity

Who doesn’t need some serenity
in their life this year? At Roslyn Salt Cave,
in just 45 minutes, you can relax your mind
while simultaneously clearing your lungs
thanks to the healing powers of salt. A
meditation session not only clears toxicity
but leaves you feeling relaxed and renewed.
Plus, the gift shop is filled with a myriad
of salt products to utilize at home! Visit
roslynsaltcave.com to book a session for
you or gift card for a friend!

Your Neighborhood Wine, Beer & Spirits
One Stop Shop!
We offer a a wide selection
of wines, beers, tequilas, whiskeys
and all kinds of spirits

OPEN FOR WALK-IN!

Enjoy an Island Getaway
Without the Airfare

While travel is off the cards this year,
why not let the power of scents transport you?
Sulo Candles by ESL was crafted to honor
their Filipino heritage and her collection of
hand-crafted island candles take you there!
Grab a travel candle, a lip balm or a lotion bar
and brighten up someone’s gift! Or pick up a
holiday scent and let the wood wick’s crackle
warm your home. Find them on social media
@SuloCandles or email SuloCandles@
gmail.com for your favorite scents!

Also Curbside & Delivery

Delivery through website only. Delivered by third-party service. Shipping Available in California

tarzanawineandspirits.com

email: shop@tarzanawines.com
18839 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana
Ventura Blvd. & Wilbur

818.342.0355
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Encino Eateries Open
For Delivery & Take Out

Robek’s Fresh Fruit
& Smoothies
4922 Balboa Blvd.
(747) 282-3322
9 am to 6 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Mulberry Street Pizza
17040 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 906-8881
11 am to 10 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Delmonico’s
Claudine Artisan
16358 Ventura Blvd.
Kitchen & Bakeshop
(818) 986-0777
16350 Ventura Blvd.
11 am to 8 pm Daily
(818) 616-3838
Takeout: Yes
8 am to 6 pm Daily
Delivery: DoorDash
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates,
CPK Encino
DoorDash, UberEats
16100 Ventura Blvd.
				
(818) 907-7783
Buca di Beppo		
11 am to 7 pm (M-T)
17500 Ventura Blvd.
11 am to 8 pm (Fri/Sat/Sun)
(818) 995-3288
Takout: Yes, Curbside
11 am to 9 pm Daily
Delivery: Yes
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
Maria’s Italian Kitchen
$30 mininum order
16608 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 783-2920
Lusy’s Mediterranean
11:30 am to 8 pm (M-F)
Cafe & Grill		
4 pm to 8 pm (Sat/Sun)
16200 Ventura Blvd.
Takeout: Yes
(818) 849-5653
Delivery: Yes, $7.95 fee
10 am to 8 pm (Mon-Wed)
10 am to 9 pm (Thurs-Fri)
Philly’s Best
11 am to 9 pm (Sat)
17200 Ventura Blvd.
Takeout: Yes
(818) 990-0977
Delivery: Yes
11 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Katsu-Ya
Delivery: DoorDash,
16542 Ventura Blvd.
Grubhub, Postmates
(818) 788-2396
12 pm to 9 pm Daily
Chick-Fil-A
Takeout: Yes
17660 Ventura Blvd.
Delivery: No
(818) 881-8287
6 am to 10 pm (Mon-Sat)
Coral Tree Cafe
Closed Sundays
17499 Ventura Blvd.
Takeout: Yes
(818) 789-8733
Delivery: No
9 am to 8 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Cho Cho San
Delivery: Yes
4924 Balboa Blvd.
(818) 981-4664
Fat Sal’s Deli
11 am to 8:30 pm (M-T)
16901 Ventura Blvd.
11:30 am to 9 pm (Fri/Sat)
(855) 682-4373
11:30 am to 8 pm (Sun)
11 am to 12 am Daily
Takeout: Yes
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash
Delivery: Postmates
Dunkin Donuts
The Stand
4920 Balboa Blvd.
17000 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 995-0555
(818) 788-2700
5 am to 7 pm Daily
11 am to 8 pm Daily
Hours Changing Soon- Call
Takeout: Yes
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
Delivery: GrubHub
Postmates

Shop small and support your local businesses as we
enter the second “Safer at Home” order. While we tried to
be as comprehensive as possible, our apologies if we may
have missed your favorites. Our effort was to try to help
our local eateries stay open, and let our readers know what
resources are available to them.

Chili’s Grill & Bar
17240 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 906-8469
11 am to 9:30 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
Delivery: DoorDash,
alcohol delivery

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
17245 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 990-1500
2 pm to 10 pm (M-F)
12 pm to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Paris Baguette
17136 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 817-0048
8 am to 8 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

The Nook
17316 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 385-1271
7 am to 3 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Panda Express
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(213) 634-3178
10:30 am to 7 pm (M-Sat)
11 am to 9 pm (Sunday)
Takeout: No
Delivery: DoorDash,
GrubHub

Okumura Sushi
17302 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 986-9712
11:30 am to 2 pm (T-F)
5 pm to 7 pm (Sun-Thurs)
5 pm to 8 pm (Fri & Sat)
Closed Mondays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Yamato
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 905-9920
2 pm to 9 pm (M-F)
2 pm to 10 pm (Sat & Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Crumble Patisserie
17233 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 469-6270
9 am to 8 pm Daily
Making Cakes Only
EuroAsia
17209 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 205-9311
12 pm to 6 pm (M-S)
Closed Sundays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
McDonald’s
17641 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 995-0052
15700 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 784-0117
5 am to Midnight (pickup)
24/7 Drive Thru
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: UberEats
Uncle Bernie’s Deli
17615 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 990-6346
6:30 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Black Bear Diner
18355 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 457-4071
6 am to 9 pm (Sun-Thurs)
6 am to 10 pm (Fri & Sat)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
UberEats, Postmates
Kushiyu
18713-15 Ventura Blvd.
(8181) 609-9050
11:30 am to 2:15 pm (M-F)
12 pm to 2 pm (Sat & Sun)
5:30 pm to 10:15 pm (M-T)
5:30 pm to 10:45 pm (F-S)
5 pm to 10 pm (Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Gio Cucina Napoletana
15826 Ventura Blvd. 2nd Fl
(818) 905-7446
11:30 am to 2 pm
5 pm to 9 pm (M-F)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
Scratch Bar and Kitchen
16101 Ventura Blvd #255
(818) 646-6085
4:30 pm to 8 pm
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
Pickup

Ameci Encino
15615 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 906-0597
10 am to 9 pm (M-T)
10 am to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes, GrubHub,
Postmates, DoorDash
The Habit
17132 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 783-6162
10:30 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
CiCi’s Cafe
18912 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 881-6704
7:30 am to 3 pm (M-F)
7:30 am to 4 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Fresh Brothers
16060 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 528-2100
11 am to 9 pm (M-W)
11 am to 10 pm (T-Sun)
Delivery: Yes, Grubhub,
Postmates, UberEats,
HungerRush
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
The Spot
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 783-2233
11 am to 11 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates,
UberEats
Tel Aviv Grill
17201 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 774-9400
Only Phone Orders
Tarzana Wine & Spirits
18839 Ventura Blvd
(818) 342-0355
9 am to 9 pm
Takeout:Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
Postmates
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Kids Corner at the
Local Library
Magical Songs and Stories with Miss Rebecca
Kids in grades Kindergarten through third grade are invited
to a magical storytime on Wednesday, December 23, at 9:30 am with
the Encino-Tarzana Library. Sing songs, hear stories of princesses, animals, dragons and more! Email ecalla@lapl.org for the meeting link!

Color Along with the Library

Nights of the Jack Gets Frosty...Jack
Frost That Is!
Nights of the Jack is
getting frosty…Jack Frost that
is! From the same team that
brought you a Halloween drivethru spectacular, comes “Holiday
Road,” a magical installation for
the most wonderful time of the
year.
This drive-thru, again
located at King Gillette Ranch
in Calabasas, will have larger
than life festive installations,
thousands of Christmas lights,
Santa and Mrs. Claus, elves,
countless
c a n d y
canes
and
of
course,
some holiday
cheer! Kids
and kids-atheart
will
delight
in
the various
installations
from
a
small snowy
village to the towering majesty of

commanding
nutcrackers.
S o C a l
will
also
experience
a bit of
snow as you
traverse
down
the
winding
roads!
Pack the car
with snacks

and make sure to
hit the bathroom
before you head
out as lines can
get a little long
upon entry. In a season where

festivities
are
limited, Holiday
Road provides the
perfect opportunity
for families to get
out of the house
and celebrate the
glittering lights of
the holidays in a
safe environment.
All employees don
masks and truly,
what better way
is there to social
distance
than
being able to stay
in the bubble of
your own vehicle?!
Held from now
until early January,
this is the perfect
family-friendly
experience to get into the spirit
of the season. Tickets are $75 per
vehicle and can be purchased at
holidayroadusa.com.
Nothing
says the holidays like driving
through a winter wonderland!

West Valley Regional Library wants to provide a free creative
outlet for kids (or grown ups needing a little stress relief) by providing
coloring pages! Staff at the library have drawn original festive drawings to celebrate the season, all you have to do is color it in. Check out
(and then print) the original artwork from the Library’s Facebook page
@WestValleyLAPL.

Book a Virtual Visit with Santa!

While it may be more
difficult this year to talk to Santa
in person, it’s
not impossible
to book a visit
with him before
Christmas!
Thanks to
ONEgeneration,
kids
can
schedule
a
virtual
visit
with the jolly
ole man in red
to talk all things
Christmas.
Book
a session for
a
one-on-one
zoom chat from
the comfort and safety of your
home and Santa will Zoom in
from the North Pole!
Kids will have 10
minutes to chat about reindeer,
the naughty and nice list and

of course, what gifts they hope
will be under the tree this
year!
P a r e n t s
will send a
questionnaire
before the chat
and must be
present during
the Santa zoom.
Each
session
with Santa is
$20 and all
proceeds
will
benefits ONEg e n e r a t i o n ’s
food
bank.
Visit eventbrite.
com/e/santaon-zoom-livetickets-131408050015 and book
your personalized visit with Santa
before he signs off on December
23 in preparation for the big day!
Stay safe and spread
some holiday cheer!
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REAL ESTATE

Escape Up the Coast to Santa Barbara’s Historic Mar Monte Hotel

By Kathleen Sterling
Imagine
you
are
“motoring” to San Francisco in
your 1931 Stutz Bearcat. As you
travel up the California coastline
you stop at the beachfront Mar
Monte hotel to refuel, refresh and
relax.
The Santa Barbara
mission-style hotel truly hasn’t
changed much since the 30’s
when it was built. It was actually
built as a hotel - a getaway for
the creme de la creme. It has
just undergone a $27 million
renovation to become a Hyatt
Unbound, and though Hyatt
made the property more updated
and upscale, they were smart and

kept the decor true to the original
design - so there are historic
treasures throughout.
Everything is designed
to take advantage of the ocean
views, from the ocean front
terrace with two firepits and a
fountain, to most of the rooms,
dining and meeting areas.
You
enter
the
magnificent lobby with its

early spring with a more
sophisticated menu to echo
the more sophisticated room
with its dark hardwood floors,
arches, beams, working fireplace
and
original
herringbone
brick ceiling. Costa will offer
California Mediterranean cuisine
with a heavy Italian influence.
Mar Monte is also a
big wedding and meeting venue,
with
its
4,300-square-foot
ballroom with a wall of windows
overlooking the beach.
As a getaway, you could
spend all your time just chilling
and looking at that beach, or
walking along the promenade
next to the sand.

original tile fireplace and
high
beamed
ceilings.
Wandering through the
ground floor rooms you find
architectural touches from
yesterday - old iron railings,
murals and painted beams.
Most guest rooms
face the ocean, so the views
from the room at sunrise
and sunset are absolutely
spectacular.

The rooms themselves
continue the mission-style decor,

with heavy plastered walls
and ceilings and dark wood
furniture that sets off the
white down comforters. The
baths feature ceramic tile
and rubbed bronze accents.
The ocean-front rooms have
their own terraces where
you can relax, eat dinner
from room service or just sit
in awe of the panorama.
There are several dining
options in the hotel. Right now,
the Cafe Lido, a casual restaurant
open on both sides, with handpainted murals from local artist
Jay Fischer, featuring California
poppies, storks and grape vines all Santa Barbara favorites.
Cafe Lido faces the
pool and offers lite fare. It’s a
favorite spot for “golden hour”
at sunset because of the westfacing portico. Offerings include
breakfast
items,
flatbreads,
salads, burgers, grilled cheese
and the like.
Most
guests
were
noshing on wine and hors
d’eouvres - small plates to share
like the prosciutto and burrata or
the tuna tartar.
Mar Monte’s prime
dining spot, Costa, will open

Others just hang out at the
ocean front terrace at the firepit
watching the comings and goings
in the lobby and across the street
at the historic Cabrillo Pavilion, a
local landmark and venue built in
the 1920’s.
Our room was so
comfortable and the views
spectacular, we could have easily
stayed in bed and watching the
sunset while sipping champagne,
but on day two we did venture out
to explore Santa Barbara itself.
Mar Monte is only
one mile from State Street, and
the city’s new “funk zone” of
wine tasting rooms, cafes and
boutiques. We took an easy stroll
down the beachfront to State
Street and explored some of the
small shops and wineries before
heading home.
Over 80% of Mar
Monte’s guests come from L.A.
and it’s easy to see why. Only
an hour drive up the coast, it’s a
quick getaway any time of year
- a perfect post-holiday let down
spot in a gorgeous setting.
For more information
and reservations visit hyatt.com/
marmonte.

The Next
Encino Enterprise Will Be
Out On January 7
Have a Happy New Year!
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REAL ESTATE

Selling your home is more than just selling a house.
It’s about helping maximize your net proceeds.
With my experience I will help convert your home
into a model home ready to sell for the highest sale
price possible, and without all the hassle!

Cobb Tosses the Tarzana Keys to Lachey
Nick Lachey, of 98
Degrees boy band fame, has
swapped his Encino mansion to
move just a few miles over to a
smaller estate situated in Tarzana.
Lachey and his wife
Vanessa, recently sold their
Encino property for just under
$6.7 million and turned it around
to make an off-market deal for
around $5 million for their new
East Coast inspired Tarzana
home.
The Tarzana home,
which sits on three quarters of an
acre, was purchased from football

player Randall Cobb who initially
purchased the estate for $4.65
million.
Situated with a citylights view of the San Fernando
Valley as well as the Santa Susana
Mountains, the 7,000-squarefeet home boasts five bedrooms,
five bathrooms and two powder
rooms.
Built with an open
floor plan that highlights indooroutdoor living, the majority
of rooms don large windows
to the sprawling backyard as
well as fireplaces to exude a

I’ll make sure you walk away with the most money
possible while paying the least in selling costs.
Call me to ask about my unique and effective ways
I will help sell your home... without all the stress!

more comfortable, informal
environment.
A gourmet
marble
kitchen, informal dining room,
games room with wet bar, fitness
center, media room, family room
and homeowner’s suite make up
the layout of the home.
An
outdoor
living
area hosts a fireplace and open
yard that includes a two-story
children’s playhouse, swimming
pool, built-in bar and grill and
a lighted basketball court on a
lower level. A perfect place to
quarantine at home, no?

GET ONE MONTH FREE*
*

With a Year’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability

16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From
→

Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space

→

FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.)

→

Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available

gelbgroup.net
6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

Serving the Valley since 1971

Encino Enterprise, December 3, 2020, Page 16

RE
I S GI S
NO TR
W ATI
OP ON
EN
!

PRESENTS

BATTLE OF THE BANDS
A musical talent show providing emerging artists
an opportunity to showcase their talent!

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN at ValleyCultural.org/RockTheValley
December 15:
January 4, 2021:
January 18:
February 15-16:
March 5:

REGISTRATION CLOSES
PARTICIPATING BANDS/ARTISTS ANNOUNCED
PRELIMINARY ROUND BEGINS
SEMI-FINALS
FINAL PERFORMANCES and WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED

PLEASE NOTE: Due to COVID-19, we are unable to confirm the set-up of the final performances. We are hoping for a live, in-person presentation,
which will be confirmed by February 1, 2021. If we are still under COVID-19 guidelines at that time, we will live stream the final performances.

INFORMATION: 818.704.1358

or

SPONSORED BY

ValleyCultural.org

