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NEWS IN BRIEF

As Holiday Online Shopping Surges
Porch Pirates are On High Alert

As online shopping has drastically increased this year,
LAPD is warning customers to be extremely vigilant this holiday
season. Since many have opted to shop online rather than in
person for the upcoming holidays, porch pirates are on high alert
to swoop in when they see an opportunity. Unfortunately, since
delivery personnel are also overwhelmed with orders, tracking
your packages may not provide the most accurate or up-to-date
status and thus, packages arrive when not expected. In 2020
alone, the West Valley area has seen over 1,000 burglary and
theft attempts of personal property. To combat this, do not leave
your property unattended, keep vigilant and ensure anti-theft/
security devices are in proper working order.

Encino Neighborhood Council Calls For
Comment on Outdoor Dining Restrictions
At the Encino Neighborhood Council Executive Committee meeting at the beginning of December, a timely City Council measure (Council File 21-0002-S10) on the subject matter of
outdoor dining, was highlighted. This measure requests that LA
County repeal the outdoor dining restrictions and instead clarify
or enhance regulations to maintain worker and patron safety. The
measure was passed by over 2/3 of the LA City Council and has
now gone to the Mayor who has until December 7 to take action.
Patrons who wish to make their voices heard on the matter are encouraged to publicly comment on the issue at cityclerk.lacity.org/
publiccomment.

Encino Enterprise Wishes You a Happy and
Healthy Upcoming Hanukkah
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New Voices Bring Hope to the Holidays
Valley Cultural Releases All New Songs
From Emerging Artists

2020 has certainly been
a year filled with worry. But as
we enter the holiday season,
traditionally filled with joy,
there is cause for hope with new
vaccines and new protocols.
Also bringing joy and
hope to this season is Valley
Cultural Foundation, for 45
years the producer of the free
concerts in the park.
The concerts were
canceled this year due to the
pandemic, but the foundation
has found a way to bring music
to the community through a new
album releasing Friday, entitled
“Voices of Hope.”
The album contains
over 16 brand new holiday
songs written and performed
by musicians from the VCF’s
“Emerging Artist” series.
VCF CEO Nora Ross
quoted George Eliot and told
Valley News Group, “Life seems
to go on without effort when I
am filled with music.”
“Our goal is to lift
people’s spirits, bring them
some happiness, and help them
forget the world’s troubles with
this music,” explained Ross.
The album is being
hosted by radio personality
Mark Wallengren, for 35 years
“Mr. Christmas” on KOST 103.5.
Wallengren’s inside knowledge
of the music business led to his
immensely popular daily feature
“Behind the Song.”
He explained his support
of the “Voices of Hope” album,
saying, “I don’t need to tell you
what a turned upside down year
this has been. One of the groups
affected the most, when it comes
to trying to scratch out a living,
are musicians. A majority of their
income comes from performing
for you live.
Especially performers
you see busking on the street,

season, delivering a message
that we are going to get through
these times. And if they can, so
can we.”
“Voices
of
Hope”
features such songs as “A
Christmas Miracle,” “Remember
to Play,” “Ghosts of Christmas,”
“It’s Real to Me,” “Grandma’s
Christmas Pickle” and more.
The artists featured on
“Voices of Hope” are Illunis,
Jennie Alpert, Rob Bonfiglio,
Ryder Green, Dylan Gavin,
Jimmy Muffin, John Baker,
Ali Handel, Cliff Stepp, Laura
Espinoza, JC Gafford, LPFM
Band, The Black Whiskey
Union, Tin Drum and Todd
Wolf.
The album can be downloaded for only $5 at valleycultural.org/2020holidayalbum.
All proceeds benefit
the programs of Valley Cultural
Foundation. “Our hope now is
to bring live concerts back to
the valley next year,” said Ross.
“But for now, Voices of Hope
brings this music to people when they need inspiration the
most.”

Mark Wallengren at right.
in clubs and bars here in the
Los Angeles area. They have
been absolutely decimated.
Yet when I put on “Voices of
Hope” I am lifted by the same
people who are sharing their
art with us (despite the fact
that they sure could use some
cash) by donating their songs
to help raise money for the
Valley Cultural Foundation
in Woodland Hills. “Voices of
Hope” is filled with extremely
talented local artists and
some truly great songs of the
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Did you know...
the average weekly newspaper reaches
more people than the average half-hour
primetime tv show?

Valley News Group
can help spread the word
on your business!
Call 818-313-9545 to advertise.
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A Pandemic Didn’t Halt His Goals!
Jake Ralph, an Encino resident, started training in
January for the Arizona Ironman - a combination of a 2.4-mile
swim, 112-mile bike ride and a 26.2-mile marathon run. Like
many 2020 events, the Ironman was canceled due to coronavirus
but, undeterred and determined to hit his goal, Ralph renamed the
Arizona Ironman to Coronaman and crafted the race out of his
Encino backyard. Swimming the
equivalent mileage in his pool, riding
around Balboa Park for seven hours
and running along Ventura Blvd. to
Valley Circle, down a few miles into
Calabasas and returning via Ventura
Blvd. to his home in Encino, Ralph
finished the 26.2 miles in just under
5 1/2 hours. Coronavirus may have
deterred a lot of activities this year
but one man made the most out of a
tricky situation to reach his goals and
prove anything is possible with some
grit and imagination.

“Business Slam” Winner

The Jewish Free Loan Association in Tarzana has announced
the winners of their “Business Slam” competition. The first place
winner was the owner of Edjudaica, Samantha, above. Co-winners
were the owner of Me! Nails Suite, Maria, and the owner of EggRoll
Media, Jenny (last names withheld by JFLA). The three entrepreneurs
competed for a $1000 prize.

Register for a FREE
Digital Subscription

Email “Register Me” to

EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

* Who knew the holiday classic “Home Alone” would be a
documentary this year?
*Speaking of movies...Will every movie we watch now
that has a party, wedding or crowd scene now be considered a period
piece?!
* My wife says it’s really grown men who believe in Santa
Claus...because how else would the shopping, cooking, wrapping and
decorating get done?
* Martin Kane was curious how “Christmas” became “Xmas”
and was worried that Christ was somehow left out of the equation.
Being the resourceful researcher he is he discovered that actually,
the X in Xmas is actually the Greek letter Chi, which was a common
abbreviation of Kristos, Christ’s name. (Using the Roman alphabet,
it’s written Xpistos. In Greek, I believe that would be Χριστος).” The
American Heritage English Dictionary does have the following usage
note: The abbreviation Xmas has been used for hundreds of years.
In modern use it is considered informal and appropriate only in such
commercial contexts as advertisements and signs. Now you know.
*We asked Martin (who is Jewish) why there were so many
ways to spell Chanukah. Hanukkah? Channukah? He wasn’t sure but
said there is only one way to spell mezuzah!
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Drive-Thru Toy Drive
Join Valley Relics Museum and My Valley Pass in
partnership with 88.5 FM for the 9th annual Toy Drive
on Saturday, December 5, from 9 am to 1 pm. Due to
COVID-19, this annual event has pivoted to a drive-thru
at Valley Relics Museum (7900 Balboa Blvd) that will be
benefitting LA Family Housing.
Items on their wish list include socks, family-size
hygiene products, gift cards, bath towels, blankets,
kitchenware, etc. For a full list and further details, visit
885fm.org. All persons donating will receive 20% off
select Valley Relics Museum merchandise and $5 off admission. Get on the nice list this year by giving
back to your community and paying it forward!

West Valley-Warner Center Chamber of
Commerce Annual Toy and Food Drive

Join the Chamber in giving back to the community this season with their annual toy and food drive.
They will be collecting unopened toys, canned goods and other non-perishables that will then be donated
to local West Valley organizations in need. The various drop off locations are Braemar Country Club (4001
Reseda Blvd) from December 2 to 19 and Winn Volkswagen (21141 Ventura Blvd) on December 12, from
10 to 4 pm. For any questions, call the Chamber at 818-347-4737.

Assistance League, SFV Virtual Auction

Assistance League, San
Fernando Valley, invites everyone
to its first virtual auction from
December 1 to 6. Due to
COVID-19 and school closures,
a new plan was initiated to assist
the community at need. Through
funds raised during this auction,
hygiene kits, kids’ masks, and
school supply kits are being
delivered to liaisons within the
schools, as well as underserved
children and adults in the Valley.
Hygiene kits for the
homeless are delivered to Prince
of Peace Episcopal Church,
Woodland Hills, and West Hills
United Methodist Church. The
number of kits has increased from
50 to 200 each month. Portable
showers provided by the City of
LA are set up at the churches and

Assistance League provides all
the essentials: soap, shampoo,
shaving cream, razor, toothpaste,
toothbrush, and socks.
The
Bear
Buddies
program continues with stuffed
bears delivered to Providence
Hospital,
Tarzana,
Valley
Presbyterian Hospital ER and
Pediatrics Units, Van Nuys, and
the Center for Assault Treatment
Services,
Dignity
Hospital,
Northridge.
Kids kits, consisting of
children’s activity items including
a new book to promote literature,
are sent to the Northridge Dignity
Health Hospital Pediatric Unit
as well as to their waiting rooms
for children waiting for family
members who are in the hospital.
Auction items to raise

money for this great cause range
from sports memorabilia, trips
(many good through 2022), fine
art, wine/spirits and wine tasting,
jewelry and fashion items, and
Christmas villages. This is a
perfect place to shop for the
holidays without leaving your
house and helping several San
Fernando Valley programs. Go to
bidpal.net/alsfv for more details.
Assistance
League,
San Fernando Valley, is a nonprofit organization established
in 1994 and has continued its
philanthropic programs even
after cancelling its fundraising
programs due to COVID-19
restrictions.
For more information
on Assistance League, visit
assistanceleague.org/sfv.
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Letter from the Publisher
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From the Desk of Assemblymember
Jesse Gabriel
Join Our Contactless Toy Drive: Help Families
in Need During the Holiday Season

Friends,

In most years, we look
forward to gathering with friends
and neighbors at our office’s
annual Holiday Open House. This
year, due to public health orders
and the surge of COVID-19 cases
in California, we’ve made the
decision to re-imagine our annual
event. While we’ll have to forgo
many of the usual festivities, we
can still help families in need.
This year, our office is
hosting a Contactless Toy Drive
benefiting the West Valley Food
Pantry. To participate, please
drop off a new, unwrapped toy
(or several!) at the West Valley
Food Pantry on December 10th.
COVID-19 safety protocols
(including masks and social

distancing) will be strictly
enforced, and you’ll be able
to safely donate without ever
leaving your vehicle.
Contactless Toy Drive with Asm.
Jesse Gabriel
December 10th — 3:30 - 6:30 PM
West Valley Food Pantry at Prince
of Peace Church
5700 Rudnick Avenue
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
Please RSVP at asmdc.org/dxevents
2020 has been a
difficult year for everyone. But
our toy drive will help make the
holidays a little brighter for some
special kids and families in our
community.
Thanks for all you do for

our community. We hope to see
you on December 10th!
Your Neighbor,

Member of the California State
Assembly, 45th District

By Kathleen Sterling
I have to confess, I’m an
Amazon Prime member.
With the pandemic and a
bum shoulder, sometimes it’s just
easier to order bulk items online.
But for almost 40 years
this paper has stressed local news,
local information and the need to
support local business.
So whenever possible, I
shop in my own neighborhood.
Last week we promoted
Small Business Saturday, but I
want to urge our readers to - as
much as possible - always support
our local small businesses.
Everyone has been hit
hard by this pandemic, but local
retailers, and especially small and
family-owned restaurants, have
been decimated this year. This
latest round of shut-downs and
orders is a blow, and a death knell
to some. So this holiday season,
vow to support at least one local
retailer a week!
Need batteries for those
new toys and gadgets - or twinkle
lights? Forget a box store, try
Franklin’s Hardware on Ventura
Blvd., easily Woodland Hills’
oldest retailer.
Looking for women’s
clothes for holiday gifts? Try

Soto and Bobbi Rocco. For
dad? Try sports apparel, masks
and more from World’s Greatest
Promotional Stuff in Tarzana you’ll get a gift and a guffaw
from the owner’s jokes.
I am a huge reader and
love spending hours picking out
the right book or vintage tome
for a friend - David Kaye Books
on Ventura or Next Chapter
Books on Sherman Way are small
businesses with great selections.
Craving coffee after
a shopping spree? Try Doan’s
Bakery for a caffiene fix and
pastry. Sit and take a break
instead of chasing through a big
chain’s drive-thru.
Looking for a unique
gift? Try Beaver’s Den Antiques
in Woodland Hills or Blackbird
General in Calabasas for one-ofa-kind items.
Working from home
and need an office chair? Try
Bernard’s Office Furniture in
Warner Center. Family-owned
and a fixture in Woodland Hills
for years. Need toner? Locallyowned Datanet delivers!
How about a little
relief from holiday madness?
Remedista or The Healing Touch
on Ventura Blvd. carry a full
line of CBD offerings, and The
Plant in Warner Center delivers
cannabis products to your door.
Working
off
the
Thanksgiving pounds? Absolute
Pilates offers a range of online
classes - from workouts to wind
downs with meditation.
Give the gift of an
experience at new Roslyn Salt
Cave on Ventura, or the Holiday
Road drive-thru Christmas
adventure in Calabasas. Buy
tickets for the Zoom plays from
West Valley Playhouse and
support the arts locally. Shell
out only $5 to hear new holiday
music from Valley Cultural
Center’s emerging artists.
Planning your holiday
feast? Jim’s Market on Fallbrook
Avenue offers one of the best
selections of meat and fish
around - and has been serving
Woodland Hills since 1946.
You’ll need booze to make it
to the end of this year! Simon
Shamoun and his Tarzana Wine
and Spirits can fill your glass again, and again... and again!
And more than ever our
restaurants need us to order
in and take out. We’ve given
you a list of restaurants, phone
numbers and hours so you
can order lunch or dinner and
support these businesses.
I know I’ve left some
folks out and I apologize - my
intent is to spark ideas for local
spending and local gifting.
This holiday season, we’re all
affected by this damn pandemic,
and by spending locally we can
also work together to make it a
little merrier for all.

“Behind the Mask”
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The PR Mogul & The Theatre Director

There is no question that coronavirus has impacted every aspect of life. While the world has shifted, individuals have felt the hit both personally and professionally. In this
series, “Behind the Mask,” we’re looking to highlight a variety of professions and how the pandemic has not only changed their daily operations but also, their perspective on the
industry they work in. After all, while many have had to adjust to debilitating measures, others have surprisingly skyrocketed during this time. As we take this pandemic day to day,
it’s the people that shed the most light on how we’ll get through this. The people that may be in your personal orbit or the people just outside your bubble who are working tirelessly
in the midst of unknown times. The people behind the mask.

The PR Mogul

Lysa Barry is owner of PR
Moguls
Encino Enterprise: How
has coronavirus most impacted
your field of work?
Lysa Barry: I’m in
healthcare education so we have
been busy around the clock
providing updates on where to
go, signs and symptoms, and
prevention through all areas of
media via TV, radio and print.
EE: What is the most
surprising obstacle that you have
had to face in the midst of this
pandemic?
LB: How to get
physicians used to doing
interviews on Skype, Zoom and

cell phones!
EE: What is the most
dramatic change you’ve had to
make in your business?
LB: Extended hours and
round the clock coverage on the
current state of healthcare.
EE: Has this pandemic
changed your perspective of the
industry you’re in?
LB: No surprises here.
Any time there is an abundance or
concentration of news in the area
of health we go into high gear and
try our best to provide current and
up-to-date information with the
best talented individuals that we
can. Unfortunately, disasters and
healthcare go hand in hand.
EE: How do you want
this experience to change you
or change your business moving
forward?
LB: We are hoping
that we can continue to provide
voices of reason along with
insightful information and see
ahead the evolutionary turn these
pandemics and disasters take.
We live in California
where threats of disasters exist
daily between fires, storms,
earthquakes and social widespread
illnesses and pandemics. We are
all learning along the way as we
forge ahead into new territories

of experiences and continue to
rely on the educational resources
provided by physicians, police
and all front line workers.
I think we need to do a
better job listening to them and
finding ways to unite businesses
and healthcare in a way that will
provide safety and commerce for
all.
All too often, politics
cost a large number of costly
mistakes and livelihood for many,
politicians need to do a better job
of listening and society needs to
do a better job of listening and
supporting front line experts that
see these waves with signs and
symptoms early on.
EE: What is giving you
hope right now?
LB: I believe in the end
that we as a people will somehow,
as we always do, come together
and support one another to do the
right thing. Seeing people go out
of their way for local businesses,
continuing take out from quick
grab-n-go to high end take out
to online shopping and more.
Stories daily of neighborhoods
cooking and donating meals
for those disabled or without in
underserved communities and the
joy of celebrations shared by new
technologies, Zoom and Skype.

The Theatre Director

Jon Berry is Artistic Director of
West Valley Playhouse
Encino Enterprise: How
has coronavirus most impacted
your field of work?
Jon Berry: Live theatre
is just that, live theatre. That fact
means that this pandemic has
all but shut down our operation.
Not only are we mandated by
the state to not gather people
in closed spaces, but it is also
unsafe to do so and irresponsible.
Coronavirus has impacted the
theatre community and those
that enjoy it and work in the
industry across the world. There
are so many aspects and people
who work and contribute to live

theatre. This devasting reality is
that coronavirus has forced many
to be out of work, the theatres to
go dark and the beauty of live
storytelling to be on hold. And
as many small nonprofits know,
the rent and bills however do
not stop. We are not able to do
our shows, which is part of our
revenue and yet we still must pay
our bills. This is a hardship and
we are hanging on by a thread.
While others might have received
relief loans, many of us little
organizations applied and were
rejected, with no reasons why
and no lifeline to support this
time period. This has impacted us
greatly.
EE: What is the most
surprising obstacle that you have
had to face in the midst of this
pandemic?
JB: The most surprising
obstacle is learning how to
produce live theatre virtually.
Who knew, after over 35
years running the West Valley
Playhouse
and
producing
thousands of shows, that I would
be learning and figuring out how
to produce quality shows in a new
medium. My mission is the same,
producing quality work capturing
the essence of the playwright’s
(continued to page 9)
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Stronger Than Yesterday
By Allie Priore
Hi Encino and Happy
December! I hope you all enjoyed
your Thanksgiving holiday and
ate a lot of delicious food!
As we enter the final
month of the year, I wanted to
take a moment and talk about selfreflection. It has been probably
one of the wildest years that most
of us have lived through. It was a
time of unprecedented situations,
a lot of fear and anxiety and a lot
of unknown. We had to adapt,

Absolute Pilates Upstairs
21208 Costanso Street Suite 2
Woodland Hills, CA
818 226-0695
absolutepilatesupstairs.com
- Conni Ponturo

to change
our way of
living and
learn new
ways to stay
connected
to our loved
ones.
I t
is so much
easier
to
focus on all
the negative
t h i n g s
that
have
happened this year—and trust me
there were plenty. But I ask you
to take a moment and switch your
perspective.
What
if
this
all
happened in order to allow us a
moment to pause; to truly take a
step back and reflect on what is
actually important to us and our
lives?
We live in an extremely
fast-paced
society
where
information is constantly being
thrown at us, and we are expected
to process it in real time, where
we are buried in our careers with

no
work/
life balance,
where we
would say
yes to almost
everything
for fear of
missing out.
We
were
draining
ourselves—
m e n t a l l y,
physically
a
n
d
emotionally.

For what purpose?
When the world quite
literally came to a stop we were
allowed to turn inward and do
some serious soul searching. As a
result, I feel that we have a new
understanding and appreciation
for those moments. We realized
that we are living our lives in a
way that causes major burnout
and is unsustainable.

We are a resilient people
and we will make it
through to the other end.
Just look at how far you
have come since March.
This in turn has led
to prioritizing our health –
physical and mental. We are
paying more attention to how
we live our lives, what we put
into our bodies, the kinds of
information we consume and
the way this affects our overall
well-being. And thus, we have
found new tools and ways to
stay healthy. I can guarantee
no one is going to take their
health for granted post this
pandemic.
It is safe to say we
have learned a lot about
ourselves and how we react
to emergency situations. We
have seen just how strong and
capable we truly are by being
able to adapt and persevere. It
may not always be the easiest,
but we have become grateful
in our ability to keep moving
forward. Some days may feel
like the world is ending, but
guess what? You are still here,
reading this article, alive and
breathing.
We are a resilient people
and we will make it through
to the other end. Just look at
how far you have come since
March. Be proud that you
are still pushing through, still
adapting and not giving up.
We can do this and we will do
this! Stay strong, stay safe and
stay healthy!
Allie Priore is a certified
Pilates instructor and has
been a professional in the
health industry for six years.
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(continued from page 7)
story, but how I am charged to
do it now is an obstacle that I
would never have dreamed of. It
has been fun figuring it out. We
are getting to produce new work,
and I’ve had to challenge myself
to tell the story that will resonate
authentically with the audience.

Unity, diversity, equity,
and inclusion will
emerge as the victor,
and that gives me hope.
EE: What is the most
dramatic change you’ve had to
make in your business?
JB: The most dramatic
change, since we cannot open
our theatre doors, is moving to
ZOOM plays. The show must
go on as they say, so we quickly
pivoted to producing four 10 min
plays, every other week, written
by community members, acted by
incredible actors and produced by
our theatre. Shifting from live to
an online format isn’t the same,
but it still gave our actors and
our audience some semblance of
live theatre and some community
semblance. Our goal is to get
the community to submit 10min plays that we will produce
every other week. Our actors
are enjoying the work and our
audiences are raving about the
shows. We are very proud of the
work and hope that it continues to
grow in popularity.
EE: Has this pandemic
changed your perspective of the
industry you’re in?
JB: It has not changed
my perspective; in fact, it
has reinvigorated how vital
storytelling and community
through live theatre is to me.
Gathering in society isn’t just
for connection. However, an
important part of gathering is
learning, growing, and sharing
stories to challenge, support, tap
into senses, and experience unity
under one roof. Theatre is a gift
because it provides an escape

HEALTH & FITNESS

where you sit in the dark and you will be a part of our offerings
are taken to a place of wonder and moving forward.
Your whitest teeth.
delight. Nothing is better than
EE: What is giving you
Not in three months.
Not in three weeks.
seeing live actors, a beautiful set, hope right now?
and spectacular lighting where
JB: Seeing the resilience
By tonight.
you get swept away in a story that of the actors and our audience
makes you feel like you are right is giving me hope. Human
Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.
there and part of the action. As we beings need each other, and the
The revolutionary new way
have, the industry can always be innovation and strength of our
to whiten your teeth.
creative, but ultimately, we hope theatre family are inspiring and
that even more will be inspired to hopeful. I am encouraged that a
join the theatre movement now life with connection is the only
Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.
and after the pandemic ends.
thing that matters, and I hope to Without
Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.
EE: How do you want continue to produce theatre and
And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
this experience to change you inspire others to do the same
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.
or change your business moving as a legacy I can be proud of. I
forward?
believe we will all be better after
JB: Since we are a all of this, even though it has
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
nonprofit, donations are our been heart-wrenching in many
Woodland Hills 818.224.2970
lifelines, as ticket sales are never ways. Unity, diversity, equity,
enough to pay the bills. This and inclusion will emerge as the
experience has opened avenues victor, and that gives me hope.
for fundraising
through virtual
plays like our
ZOOM plays
and Trivia Night
fundraisers.
Theatre
is
all
about
community, and
we will get back
to live theatre
when we can,
but the, yes and,
of it all will
combine both
the live and
virtual into the
future beyond
this pandemic
period. It has
been a blast
to reach an
a u d i e n c e
outside of even
the West Valley
and even use
actors
from
across
the
country in the
Taking care of your health is important.
virtual format.
Schedule your in-person appointment or video visit today.
We hope to
continue that
• Internal Medicine
• Hematology/
• Pain Medicine
even into the
Oncology
• Family Medicine
• Plastic Surgery
future.
Both
•
Hepatology
• Breast Surgery
• Pulmonary & Critical
live
intimate
theatre
and
• Immunology &
Care Medicine
• Cardiology
ZOOM plays
Allergy

Free Flu Shots at Encino
Family Care Center

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles will be offering free flu shots for the entire family at its Encino
Specialty Care Center for three consecutive Saturdays starting December 5 and continuing on the 12
and 19. The drive-up clinic is located at 5365 Balboa
Blvd, Encino. No appointment is needed and shots
will be available for the whole family. With COVID-19 numbers still at critical levels, it’s more critical
than ever to get the flu shot and protect yourself and
your family’s health.

Call 818-313-9545
or email EncinoEnterprise@
gmail.com to advertise!

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.

Ready to
care for you
in Encino.
• Cardiac Imaging
• Dermatology
• Endocrinology
• General Surgery

• Radiology

• Infectious Diseases

• Rheumatology

• Nephrology

• Sleep Medicine

• Orthopaedic Surgery

• Sports Medicine

15503 Ventura Blvd., Encino, CA 91436
uclahealth.org/Encino
Schedule an appointment now by calling 425-948-1591
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Netflix Gets Royal: “The Crown” and “The Queen’s Gambit”
Top Charts

When it seems like
you’ve exhausted all there is to
binge-watch while staying safely
at home, Netflix delivers with not
one, but two, highly anticipated
and royally delightful series.
Currently on its fourth
season, “The Crown” built
quite a buzz with the impending
introduction
of
its
most
anticipated member of the royal
family, Diana (eerily perfected
and played by Emma Corrin).
Given the audience is
well aware of the tumultuous
relationship
between
the
“people’s princess” and “the
firm,” this latest season delivers
on the drama while exploring the
various relationships between the
royal family as well as the public.
While
Diana
and
Charles do dominate a large
portion of the season, “The
Crown” also introduces another

historic figure of the time, Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher,
(Gillian Anderson) and her rocky
but respected relationship with
the Queen.
This fourth season is
also the last we will see of the
current cast (Olivia Colman as the
Queen, Helena Bonham Carter as
Princess Margaret, etc.) as the
next season
will introduce
a whole new
cast to portray
the family in
later years,
as has been
custom every
two seasons
of the show.
Perhaps
not as royal in
the traditional
sense,
but
still boasting

a queen and king, is Photos: Netflix
the new series “The
Queen’s
Gambit.”
Based on the 1983
novel by Walter Tevis,
this
coming-of-age
story
reflects
one
orphan’s
upbringing
and
her
struggles
with addiction as she

strives to become the greatest
chess player in the world.
While a series about
a chess prodigy may not sound

like the most entertaining at first
glance, this scripted series has
quickly become the most-watched
limited-series as of yet at Netflix.
Chess sales have even grown 125
percent since its debut.
Orphaned as a young
girl, Beth Harmon (Anya
Taylor-Joy) discovers the world
of chess when she befriends
the maintenance man at the
orphanage, who quickly realizes
her talent for the game. Queen’s
Gambit refers to a specific chess
move, one of many that Harmon
comes to identify on her path as
not only the greatest chess player,
but a female player in a maledominated game.
Both “The Crown”
and “The Queen’s Gambit” are
currently streaming all episodes
on Netflix. Too much royal
tension for you? Tune into “The
Great British Baking Show”
instead, where the only drama is
the threat of a soggy bottom.

Pick the Perfect Tree
at Oregon Family
Did you know that the demand for fresh Christmas
trees is greater than ever this year? After all, it makes sense
since families are staying home more and want to surround
themselves with the festive scent of a cozy Christmas. There’s
no better place to find the perfect tree than Oregon Family
Christmas Trees, who have been bringing their assortment of
spruces directly from their farm to the Valley for decades. Now
in a new temporary location at 6801 Canoga Ave, the lot is
open from 10 am to 9 pm daily. Pick up a bag of freshly popped
popcorn as you peruse the piles of fir on offer. Delivery and
drive-up services are also available this year!
Additionally, all safety measures will be put into
place including mask and glove wearing, social distancing and
sanitizers spread throughout the lot. Oregon Family is also
accepting donations for the West Valley Food Pantry if you
would like to support their efforts by dropping off a can of food
or two. Gather the family and find the perfect tree for trimming
at Oregon Family!

From their farm to your living room!

Holiday Happenings Around Town
Nights of the Jack
Gets Frosty!

			
Nights of the Jack is getting
frosty…Jack Frost that is! From the same team that
brought you a Halloween drive-thru spectacular, comes
“Holiday Road,” a magical installation for the most
wonderful time of the year. This drive-thru, again located
at King Gillette Ranch in Calabasas, will have larger than
life festive installations, thousands of Christmas lights,
Santa and Mrs. Claus, elves, countless candy canes and
of course, some holiday cheer! Held from now until early
January, this is the perfect family-friendly experience
to get into the spirit of the season. Tickets are $75 per
vehicle and can be purchased at holidayroadusa.com.
Nothing says the holidays like rolling through a winter wonderland!

See Santa at Westfield
‘Tis the season to be jolly and what better way
to emanate that than with the jolly ole’ man in red?!
Bring your family and friends to Westfield Fashion
Square to get your pictures taken with Santa! He and
his elves will be located on level 1 near Bloomingdale’s
Monday through Saturday, fom 10 am to 8 pm, Sundays
from 11 am to 7 pm and Christmas Eve, from 10 am to
6 pm. Santa and all guests are required to wear masks or
you’ll get coal in your stockings! Visit westfield.com/
fashionsquare to make an appointment.

Elf on the Shelf
Magical Journey
Get ready for an all-new, one-of-a-kind
immersive experience with The Elf on the Shelf’s
Magical Holiday Journey, all from the safety of your own
car! From now until January 3, join the Scout Elves on
a quest to build Christmas spirit and help repair Santa’s
sleigh. Enjoy a dazzling light spectacle with toy-repair
workshops, gingerbread villages, and all the sights and
sounds of the holidays, blended with a touch of highspirited fun that only Santa’s favorite Scout Elves can
deliver. Tickets are sold for designated time slots every
15 minutes and all safety protocol is enforced. So grab
the family and grab your tickets at elfontheshelfjourney.
com to immerse yourself in some elfish magic!

My Valley Pass
Presents Mini
Drive-In Movies

My Valley Pass returns this holiday season
with some Christmas classics at a mini-drive in at
Regency Theaters in Van Nuys. With just two special
showings, space is limited so grab your tickets soon
at myvalleypass.com/events. The first movie will be
“Christmas Vacation” on December 11 and the second
show is “It’s a Wonderful Life” on December 22.
Each movie begins at 7 pm, so grab the family, some
cozy blankets and snuggle in for the perfect Christmas
outing.
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Encino Eateries Open
For Delivery & Take Out

Robek’s Fresh Fruit
& Smoothies
4922 Balboa Blvd.
(747) 282-3322
9 am to 6 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Mulberry Street Pizza
17040 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 906-8881
11 am to 10 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Delmonico’s
Claudine Artisan
16358 Ventura Blvd.
Kitchen & Bakeshop
(818) 986-0777
16350 Ventura Blvd.
11 am to 8 pm Daily
(818) 616-3838
Takeout: Yes
8 am to 6 pm Daily
Delivery: DoorDash
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates,
CPK Encino
DoorDash, UberEats
16100 Ventura Blvd.
				
(818) 907-7783
Buca di Beppo		
11 am to 7 pm (M-T)
17500 Ventura Blvd.
11 am to 8 pm (Fri/Sat/Sun)
(818) 995-3288
Takout: Yes, Curbside
11 am to 9 pm Daily
Delivery: Yes
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
Maria’s Italian Kitchen
$30 mininum order
16608 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 783-2920
Lusy’s Mediterranean
11:30 am to 8 pm (M-F)
Cafe & Grill		
4 pm to 8 pm (Sat/Sun)
16200 Ventura Blvd.
Takeout: Yes
(818) 849-5653
Delivery: Yes, $7.95 fee
10 am to 8 pm (Mon-Wed)
10 am to 9 pm (Thurs-Fri)
Philly’s Best
11 am to 9 pm (Sat)
17200 Ventura Blvd.
Takeout: Yes
(818) 990-0977
Delivery: Yes
11 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Katsu-Ya
Delivery: DoorDash,
16542 Ventura Blvd.
Grubhub, Postmates
(818) 788-2396
12 pm to 9 pm Daily
Chick-Fil-A
Takeout: Yes
17660 Ventura Blvd.
Delivery: No
(818) 881-8287
6 am to 10 pm (Mon-Sat)
Coral Tree Cafe
Closed Sundays
17499 Ventura Blvd.
Takeout: Yes
(818) 789-8733
Delivery: No
9 am to 8 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Cho Cho San
Delivery: Yes
4924 Balboa Blvd.
(818) 981-4664
Fat Sal’s Deli
11 am to 8:30 pm (M-T)
16901 Ventura Blvd.
11:30 am to 9 pm (Fri/Sat)
(855) 682-4373
11:30 am to 8 pm (Sun)
11 am to 12 am Daily
Takeout: Yes
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash
Delivery: Postmates
Dunkin Donuts
The Stand
4920 Balboa Blvd.
17000 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 995-0555
(818) 788-2700
5 am to 7 pm Daily
11 am to 8 pm Daily
Hours Changing Soon- Call
Takeout: Yes
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
Delivery: GrubHub
Postmates

Shop small and support your local businesses as we
enter the second “Safer at Home” order. While we tried to
be as comprehensive as possible, our apologies if we may
have missed your favorites. Our effort was to try to help
our local eateries stay open, and let our readers know what
resources are available to them.

Chili’s Grill & Bar
17240 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 906-8469
11 am to 9:30 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
Delivery: DoorDash,
alcohol delivery

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
17245 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 990-1500
2 pm to 10 pm (M-F)
12 pm to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Paris Baguette
17136 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 817-0048
8 am to 8 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

The Nook
17316 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 385-1271
7 am to 3 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Panda Express
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(213) 634-3178
10:30 am to 7 pm (M-Sat)
11 am to 9 pm (Sunday)
Takeout: No
Delivery: DoorDash,
GrubHub

Okumura Sushi
17302 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 986-9712
11:30 am to 2 pm (T-F)
5 pm to 7 pm (Sun-Thurs)
5 pm to 8 pm (Fri & Sat)
Closed Mondays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Yamato
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 905-9920
2 pm to 9 pm (M-F)
2 pm to 10 pm (Sat & Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Crumble Patisserie
17233 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 469-6270
9 am to 8 pm Daily
Making Cakes Only
EuroAsia
17209 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 205-9311
12 pm to 6 pm (M-S)
Closed Sundays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
McDonald’s
17641 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 995-0052
15700 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 784-0117
5 am to Midnight (pickup)
24/7 Drive Thru
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: UberEats
Uncle Bernie’s Deli
17615 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 990-6346
6:30 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Black Bear Diner
18355 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 457-4071
6 am to 9 pm (Sun-Thurs)
6 am to 10 pm (Fri & Sat)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
UberEats, Postmates
Kushiyu
18713-15 Ventura Blvd.
(8181) 609-9050
11:30 am to 2:15 pm (M-F)
12 pm to 2 pm (Sat & Sun)
5:30 pm to 10:15 pm (M-T)
5:30 pm to 10:45 pm (F-S)
5 pm to 10 pm (Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Gio Cucina Napoletana
15826 Ventura Blvd. 2nd Fl
(818) 905-7446
11:30 am to 2 pm
5 pm to 9 pm (M-F)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
Scratch Bar and Kitchen
16101 Ventura Blvd #255
(818) 646-6085
4:30 pm to 8 pm
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
Pickup

Ameci Encino
15615 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 906-0597
10 am to 9 pm (M-T)
10 am to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes, GrubHub,
Postmates, DoorDash
The Habit
17132 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 783-6162
10:30 am to 9 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes
CiCi’s Cafe
18912 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 881-6704
7:30 am to 3 pm (M-F)
7:30 am to 4 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No
Fresh Brothers
16060 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 528-2100
11 am to 9 pm (M-W)
11 am to 10 pm (T-Sun)
Delivery: Yes, Grubhub,
Postmates, UberEats,
HungerRush
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
The Spot
17200 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 783-2233
11 am to 11 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates,
UberEats
Tel Aviv Grill
17201 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 774-9400
Only Phone Orders
Tarzana Wine & Spirits
18839 Ventura Blvd
(818) 342-0355
9 am to 9 pm
Takeout:Yes
Delivery: DoorDash,
Postmates
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A Little Bit of Old Hollywood in New Hotel

Need a room away from
home for out-of-town guests? A
room away from home to work
from? An escape from the four
walls of your own home?
A boutique hotel in
Burbank offers all that – and
more, amid an atmosphere of old
Hollywood glamour.
The newly renovated
Hotel Amarano in Burbank is
just minutes from the studios and

offers stunning night-time views
of the lights of Universal. This
small luxury hotel was inspired by
the infamous “Garden of Allah, ”
an early Hollywood hideout that
hosted such greats as F. Scott
Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra.
Entering the great room
is like stepping back in time to
that famed hotel, with its long
bar, beamed ceilings, arches and
movie memorabilia.
Everywhere you go
in the hotel there are cool old
pictures of movie stars, movie
locations and movie props – even
in the elegant elevators.
The 132 guest rooms
echo the old Hollywood theme
– with art deco touches, dressers
that look like steamer trunks,
standing lamps shaped like

Hotel Amarano’s great room, above. A Hollywood-themed
guest room at left. The private pool and spa, below and the
Art-Deco entrance lobby, right.

camera lights and
padded headboards
that at first have just
a design, but on closer inspection
write out the entire script for
“Casablanca.”
The decor for the hotel,
conceived by Hirsch Bedner
Associates, is based on a fictional
muse, Amarano, and they
designed the Hollywood-themed
rooms as a retreat into the past –
and into luxury.
The rooms thus feature
fine Italian linen, plush pillowtop mattresses and down feather
duvets. The large bathroom
features a shower and a tub, and
Gilchrest and Soames bath and
body products.
All
rooms
have
complimentary Wi-Fi and 55”

televisions with Beyond TV
entertainment. Each room also
has a sink, fridge and microwave.
Many guests, especially movie
industry execs, stay for weeks at
a time. All the amenities of the
room make it hard to leave!
But
the
beautiful
pool and poolside cabanas
beckon, with cocktails from
the hotel restaurant “For Your
Consideration.” You can spend
an entire day at the private pool
and jacuzzi and never leave the
property. Want a more energetic
activity? Work out in the hotel’s
fitness center.
Guests also lounge in the
great room near the bar, and since
many are regulars and returning

customers,
they
know each other and
the hotel’s long-time
bartender Norm, who takes time
to chat with each and every guest
and make sure to bring them wine
from the California-laden wine
list - or one of his own artisan
specialty libations. It’s the classic
Hollywood social scene in a
classic Hollywood ambiance.
For those working, there
are two conference rooms.
Both the Great Room and The
Parlour are fully equipped with
audiovisual equipment, HDTVs,
a surround sound system and web
conferencing.
COVID has of course,
mandated some changes. Hotel
Amarano adheres to all safety
regulations, and indeed, goes

beyond. Entering the lobby all
guests’ body temperatures are
scanned by an Inspectra Thermal
Solution infrared imaging and
fever detection system for guest
and employee safety. All rooms
and the fitness center are sanitized
after each use. The fitness center
is open, but limited to two guests
at the same time. The pool is also
limited to nine
guests at one
time.
The restaurant
is closed for
outdoor dining,
but
offers
“grab and go”
sandwiches
and
salads.
There is also
complimentary
coffee,
fruit,
yogurt granola
and hard-boiled eggs in the lobby
from 6 to 10 am.
There
are
several
restaurants in the immediate
neighborhood that offer take out.
Right now, Universal Citywalk is
open with various dining venues.
In normal times Universal and
Warner Bros. studios are both
open for visitors.
During COVID so much
has changed. But at this time
Hotel Amarano offers an escape–
a change of pace to return to an
era of glamour and pampering
– a nearby retreat from reality
if you want, or a place to work
uninterrupted if you need.
Hotel
Amarano
is
located at Pass Avenue, Burbank.
Visit hotelamarano.com or call
(818) 842-8887.
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Nighttrek: What to See in the
December Sky

By Neill Simmons
The
highlight
of
December
is
the
“Great
Conjunction” of Saturn and
Jupiter on Monday, December
21. These two giant planets will
be the closest
to each other
since 1623!
Watch
in the southwest
as
these
two
nakedeye
planets
move toward
each
other
every
night
in December.
This is easy to
see after 6 pm
as night falls to
total darkness.
Make
sure
to look on
December 16
and 17 when the
thin crescent
Moon is next to these two planets.
The next time these two heavenly
bodies will be closer together is
March 5, 2040.
Sunday, December 13,
will be the “Geminids” meteor
shower. Make an effort to watch
this one. There will be a few
shooting stars between 6 pm
and midnight. After midnight
the action peaks where triple the
number of meteors can be see
until dawn at 6 am on December
14. As always, we can see
some meteors in the city, but
the viewing will be better in the

mountains or desert. Stay warm!
Go outside on December
23 and look straight up to see the
red planet Mars with the Moon
nearby. Enjoy seeing Mars now,
as it will lose a lot of its brightness

in 2021 as Earth moves away
from our neighbor.
Every night in December
look overhead in the west to see
the bright “Summer Triangle.” In
the northeast your eyes will be
drawn to a bright sparkling star
that is Capella. Capella is actually
a group of four stars that orbit
around each other, but we see
them as one star. To the right of
this bright star is the famous star
cluster, the Pleiades. Also in the
north is Cassiopeia, the Queen,
which now is a big “M.” In the
east the famous hunter Orion is
rising above the horizon.
The International Space
Station (ISS) makes a great
pass over us on Thursday night,
December 10. This will be a great
time to show the little ones, as it
will be visible at 5:08 pm.
The ISS will come from
the northwest and be straight up
at 5:11 pm. It will be dazzling, so
make an effort to see it as it moves
toward the east.
Remember
there are no blinking lights.
The ISS will be visible for over
six minutes! It travels at 17,200
miles per hour and can go around
the whole Earth in an hour and a
half.
Space News:
A
company called Orion Span is
going to put a “Space Hotel” in
orbit in early 2022. The ISS orbits
at about 250 miles above Earth.
The Orion Hotel will be at about
210 miles. The cost is $9,500 per
person for 12 nights. Let us know
if you buy a ticket.
Dawn Patrol:
In
December, the Sun rises at 6:45
am. Therefore, we will have
dark skies until 6:15 am and the
planet Venus will still be visible
in the east. Above Venus is a very
bright star called Spica, which is

in the constellation Virgo. Make
sure to look December 9 and 10
when the waning crescent Moon
is near Venus. It will be a great
sight!
Special Event: NASA
and JPL are
putting on
a
special
event
for
5th through
12th grade
students.
It is called
“Scientist
for a Day.”
It requires
an
essay
a b o u t
sending a
probe
to
the biggest
Moons of
Uranus:
A r i e l ,
Miranda
and Titania.
The whole classroom will be
rewarded and there can be many
winners. This is a free event to
enter. For more info contact Dana
Eklund, Librarian at the Sylmar
Library, (818) 367-6102 or at
deklund@lapl.org
or contact
JPL at ambassad@jpl.nasa.gov

The highlight of
December is the “Great
Conjunction” of Saturn
and Jupiter on Monday,
December 21. These
two giant planets will
be the closest to each
other since 1623!
FUN FACT: The big
moons of Uranus are named after
characters in plays of Shakespeare
such as Oberon and Umbriel.
Uranus has 27 moons,
but for years only five were
visible. Vandenberg Air Force
Base is planning a big rocket
launch at the end of December
on New Years Eve. This will be
exciting as a new rocket, Firefly
Alpha, will be launched. We
hope it will be a twilight launch
which would light up the sky after
sunset. We will post on Facebook
the exact launch time as the date
nears.
When not star gazing,
Neill Simmons, is a Wealth
Manager with LPL Financial in
Woodland Hills. If you have any
astronomy or financial questions,
he may be reached at (818) 9362626 or at neill.simmons@lpl.
com.
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Vandals Hit Ventura Blvd.
Storefronts from Tarzana to Encino

The hits just keep
coming for local businesses…
literally. Over Thanksgiving
weekend more than a dozen
storefronts along Ventura Blvd
were intentionally damaged
by BB gun pellets. Shattered
windows were found on stores
from Tarzana to Encino. In a
year where companies are just
struggling to stay open, this
vandalism is an unnecessary blow
to the spirit and the wallet of these
businesses.
Some
of
the
establishments
hit
included

REAL ESTATE

Selling your home is more than just selling a house.
It’s about helping maximize your net proceeds.
With my experience I will help convert your home
into a model home ready to sell for the highest sale
price possible, and without all the hassle!
I’ll make sure you walk away with the most money
possible while paying the least in selling costs.
Call me to ask about my unique and effective ways
I will help sell your home... without all the stress!
American Tire in Tarzana, The
Stand in Encino, Big 5, Jersey
Mike’s and T-Mobile. Simon
Shamoun, owner of Tarzana
Wine & Spirits, told CBS that
after viewing his security footage,
he saw a lone car speed by and
seconds later glass from the
windows shatttering.
LAPD has a possible
suspect in mind, the driver of a
black Dodge Challenger with
tinted windows. Anyone with
information is asked to call the
West Valley Burglary/Theft
Detectives at (818) 374-7730.

GET ONE MONTH FREE*
*

With a Year’s Lease ~ On Approved Credit ~ All Properties Subject to Availability

16 Outstanding Valley Properties to Choose From
→

Specializing in 500-2500 sq. ft. of office space

→

FREE tenant & guest parking in all buildings (excluding 6200 Canoga Ave.)

→

Month-to-Month & Yearly Leases Available

gelbgroup.net
6200 Canoga Avenue, Suite 201
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

Serving the Valley since 1971
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BATTLE OF THE BANDS
A musical talent show providing emerging artists
an opportunity to showcase their talent!

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN at ValleyCultural.org/RockTheValley
December 15:
January 4, 2021:
January 18:
February 15-16:
March 5:

REGISTRATION CLOSES
PARTICIPATING BANDS/ARTISTS ANNOUNCED
PRELIMINARY ROUND BEGINS
SEMI-FINALS
FINAL PERFORMANCES and WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED

PLEASE NOTE: Due to COVID-19, we are unable to confirm the set-up of the final performances. We are hoping for a live, in-person presentation,
which will be confirmed by February 1, 2021. If we are still under COVID-19 guidelines at that time, we will live stream the final performances.

INFORMATION: 818.704.1358

or

SPONSORED BY

ValleyCultural.org

