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Angel Funds Available to Help Valley 
Small Businesses 

 Lost in all the concern over what Labor Day and 
Halloween will do to the COVID-19 numbers in Los Angeles, 
is the fact that the Jewish High Holy Days begin the evening of 
September 18.  Traditionally, thousands of people would attend 
services and they would gather for holiday meals, hear the Shofar 
being blown and break the fast together.  But not this year.
 This year, holiday meals will be immediate family only, 
people will hear the Shofar being blown via streaming and break 
the fast in their own homes. What are some of the local houses of 
worship offering?  Valley Beth Shalom has a myriad of services 
and access to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services are 
included with VBS membership. See VBS.org. Temple Aliyah 
offers services via YouTube for every day and the High Holy 
Days at Templeakiyah.org. Kol Tikvah has a number of services 
for youth and adults via Zoom.  Plus, you can schedule a time 
to visit the Torahs by appointment.  Information for self-guided 
Taslich services was handed out with prayer book distribution.  
Visit Koltikvah.org. Shomrei Torah Synagogue has an array of  
livestreaming services at stsonline.org.
 Whatever you choose to do, the Valley News Group 
wishes you a Happy and Healthy New Year.  L’Shanah Tovah.

 The West Valley is home to thousands of unique small 
businesses that are struggling like never before during these 
unprecedented times and many are considering closing their doors 
for good. 
 For any small business trying to get by week-to-week, 
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield wants you to know about 
the Small Business Angel Fund. To provide rapidly accessible, 
interest-free loans to small businesses throughout the West Valley, 
Blumenfield partnered with the Change Reaction back in July 
to roll out this crucial program and help keep the small business 
community afloat. Since the July kickoff, five small business loans 
have already been approved and collectively these businesses have 
received $56,000 to keep their stores operational.
 “With so many small businesses hurting in the West 
Valley because of the COVID-19 pandemic, I am proud to connect 
businesses with zero-interest loans thanks to the generosity and 
partnership of the Change Reaction,” said Blumenfield.
 Loans vary from business to business and range from 
$5,000-$25,000. The loans are interest -free and repayment terms 
are tailored to ability of the borrower to pay. Small  businesses 
must have 15 or fewer employees, make under $1 million in annual 
revenue, and have remained open in some capacity during the 
Safer at Home mandate. They must provide proof of rent payments 
for the 12 months ending March 31, 2020, proof of submission of 
COVID-19 Economic Injury Disaster Loan Application (applicant 
need not to have received funds). To apply call The Change 
Reaction at (661) 331-4759.

High Holy Days Services

Is Private Firefighting Just for 
the Rich?

 Kim Kardashian 
brought in a private crew during 
the Woolsey Fire. Insurance 
companies pay for fire 
specialists for those 
homeowners on the 
Forbes 400 Rich List. 
The City of Hidden 
Hills has its own fire 
engine. 
 But are 
private firefighters 
just for the rich?
 “Not at all,” 
says Kris Brandini, 
owner of  Firebreak 
Protection Systems in 
Simi Valley.
 According to Brandini, 
service to a property by their 
private service can range from  
fire monitoring and reporting to 
fire prevention spraying or actual 
deployment during a fire.
 “It all depends on the 
size of the property and location,” 
he told Valley News Group.  
“Before we are hired we do an 
analysis - what is the threat, what 
can be done before a fire, and 
how can we access the property 
during a fire?”

 Several private 
companies offer the service of 
fire prevention, including brush 
clearance and the more defensive 
phosphate-spraying. Brandini 
says for many homes south of the 
boulevard bordering Mulholland,  
“You are not allowed to cut the 
brush if it’s public land, but you 
can spray it.” 
 It is true that many 

insurance companies do hire 
private fire fighting services to 
do this. Tim Gaspar of Gaspar 

Insurance in Woodland 
Hills says that in order 
to qualify for this 
service your home 
must be at least 3,500 
square feet and be 
insured with a private 
carrier like Chubb, 
Nationwide or AIG. 
 “The insurance 
companies are not really 
concerned with the market value 
of a home,” said Gaspar. “It’s all 
about replacement cost. And you 
pay for that insurance. The cost to 
insure a home in a fire zone can 
vary greatly - but the premium can 
easily be over $50,000 a year. It’s 
actually gotten difficult for folks 
in Bell Canyon and some parts 
of Hidden Hills to get insurance 
with these carriers because they 
are too close to brush for most 
companies.”
 And the Hidden Hills 
private fire engine? According 
to Hidden Hills City Manager 
Kerry Kallman, the used fire 
patrol vehicle is more of a squad 
car with a 500 gallon tank. “We 
haven’t used it for fire, but could if 
a small spot fire started. It’s more 
of an emergency response tool, 
with medical, tree cutting and 
communications equipment on it 
for when or if we have to abandon 
city hall.” During the Woolsey 

Fire some private firefighting 
companies “did check in” to the 
community, but Kallman said 

the city doesn’t 
contract with a 
service themselves. 
 Chris Dunn, the 
founder of Covered 
6, a private security 
firm outside Los 
Angeles that 
contracts with 
homeowners in 

nearby Malibu and Hidden 
Hills, has said he is planning to 
cross-train his security guards to 
fight fires and hopes to offer a 
subscription-based fire protection 
service.
 What does LAFD think 
about private services? Their 
public information spokesman 
told Valley News Group, “The 
Los Angeles Fire Department 
does not independently assess 
these agencies or private 
services. Often it’s the insurance 
companies that hire them. LAFD 
does not have an opinion on 
them.”
 Brandini says private 
services offer  protection - but 
also peace of mind. “The shift to 
private firefighting is because of 
the personal attention given. We 
update you during fire. We can 
call and say your house is fine. We 
can check on pets, belongings. 
We are evolving into a concierge 
service, but not for the wealthy 
only.”

The cost to insure a 
home in a fire zone can 
vary greatly - but the 

premium can easily be 
over $50,000 a year.
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Thank you to our Advertisers
Who Continued to Support Our Newspapers

During the Pandemic

These Companies 
Care About Local News! 

Valley Vantage
ENCINO

ENTERPRISE

22025 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 303, Woodland Hills CA 91364  818.313.9545  Fax 818.302.1417
valleynewsgroup@gmail.com      www.valleynewsgroup.com

Now that businesses are open, show them your support!

Westfield Topanga & The Village 
Alpha Structural
Los Angeles DWP
Paul Davis Insurance
Senior Resources
Absolute Pilates  
Cedars Sinai
City of Calabasas
Fairwinds West Hills
Las Virgenes Municipal 
     Water District
UCLA Health
Blue Dog Beer Tavern
West Valley Playhouse 
Sears Human Resources

Exer Urgent Care 
Gelb Group
Dignity Health
Kinecta Federal Credit Union
Steve Brevidoro Insurance 
COWE Consulting
AAA
Sagebrush Cantina
McDonald’s Encino
Promotionally Minded 
Sherry & Susan Coldwell Banker
Michael Bloom The Agency
Kevin Pike Coldwell Banker 
Mac My Day
Mt Sinai Memorial Park

818.313.9545   valleynewsgroup@gmail.com    valleynewsgroup.com
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 * Wine enthusiast Maddie Sciarra was throwing around the 
punny idea of creating a spicy wine. The new name? Well, it has to be 
categorized as a jalapinot no?!...

 * Are people shocked when someone is a good electrician?

 * Having some states lock down and some states not lock 
down is like having a “peeing section” in a swimming pool.

 * Michelle Goldwater wishes she could think as quickly as 
this guy did. A man boarded a plane with six kids. After they got settled 
in their seats a woman sitting across the aisle from him leaned over to 
him and asked, “Are all of those kids yours?” He replied, “No. I work 
for a condom company. These are customer complaints.”
 
 * We know the feeling! An optimist is a person who gets out 
of bed, goes to the window and says “Good morning, God” while a 
pessimist goes to the window and says “Good God, morning!”

 * Thought for the day: Time is all you have and the idea is not 
to save it but to savor it!

“Behind the Mask”
The Banker & The Priest

 There is no question that coronavirus has impacted every aspect of life. While the world has 
shifted, individuals have felt the hit both personally and professionally. In this series, “Behind the Mask,” 
we’re looking to highlight a variety of professions and how the pandemic has not only changed their daily 
operations but also, their perspective on the industry they work in. After all, while many have had to adjust 
to debilitating measures, others have surprisingly skyrocketed during this time. As we take this pandemic 
day to day, it’s the people that shed the most light on how we’ll get through this. The people that may be 
in your personal orbit or the people just outside your bubble who are working tirelessly in the midst of 
unknown times. The people behind the mask.   

The 
Chamber 
is
commitment.
When the going gets tough, we don't sit on the sidelines. We are working tirelessly, 

seeking out solutions for the challenges we're all facing.

We're always there for you at www.EncinoChamber.org

Catalyst. Convener. Champion. © 2020 W.A.C.E.
Western Association of Chamber Executives

The Priest
Father Robert McNamara, a 
retired priest, served over 30 
years and is still active in the 
community.
 EE: How has 
coronavirus most impacted your 
field of work?” 
 FM:  In these covid times 
we all have a story.  As a retired 
priest I still do the “priestly” things 
like visiting the sick, weddings, 
baptisms, funerals etc.  I don’t 
do the meetings, scheduling, 
budgeting, employee evaluations, 
buildings maintenance, etc.  I 
sympathize with the pastors who, 
with churches closed and income 
down, have to wrestle with these 
issues.  
 I am retired a few 
years now and at first had a little 
routine going.  Weekends I had 
helped at various parishes plus 
San Fernando Mission, Rancho 
San Antonio, Louisville Convent 
etc. but nowhere on a regular 
basis.  Monday I volunteered at 
Holy Cross Hospital.  During 
the week I would try and visit 
the sick that I knew.  I have 
spent over 30 years as a priest in 
SFV in three different parishes - 
Granada Hills, Chatsworth and 
Woodland Hills so I know a lot 
of people.  Coronavirus changed 
everything.   
 With Churches closed 
and hospitals highly restricted, 
my ministry was redirected.  
Facetime with the sick really 
helped and a Sunday Mass on 
Zoom became my new challenge.  
I still visit the sick and dying 
being diligent about masks, social 
distancing and hand sanitizing. 
 EE: What is the most 
surprising obstacle that you have 
had to face in the midst of this 
pandemic?
 FM: Boredom!  Lacking 
the ability to go out, everything 
being closed.  A couple of months 

ago I tried to go to the beach and 
the police were preventing entry. 
I’m reading and studying more. 
Most of all I miss being with 
people.  I imagine it’s a common 
challenge for all of us.
 EE: What is the most 
dramatic change you’ve had to 
make in your business? 
 FM: For me it’s avoiding 
the human touch.  No hugging to 
congratulate someone, no holding 
the hand of the sick or dying, no 
surprising hugs from kids.  
 Non retired pastors 
have huge challenges, especially  
us Catholics.  Our core beliefs 
centered around the Sacraments 
particularly Communion and 
Confession.  The holy ground of 
our Church was a sacred place to 
be, so distributing Communion 
and hearing Confessions in the  
church parking lot make these 
sacred moments less spiritual 
and a little odd.  And the ironies - 
seven months ago Catholics were 
not allowed to be married outside 
their churches, now they are 
forbidden to  be  married inside 
their churches!  
 EE: Has this pandemic 
changed your perspective of the 
industry you’re in?
 FM: Yes of course 
but the mission of the Church 
remains the same and that is to 
help people be closer to the Lord.  
We just have to find new ways.  
 Streamlining, Zoom 
and Facetime are amazing and 
with time we will get better at 
using them.  Since Easter, I have 
been doing Mass on Zoom from 
my kitchen.  It began with just a 
few friends, but it has grown and 
last Sunday there were over 170 
cameras.  I never knew how many 
fans I had!  
 Since they cannot receive 
the Eucharist, it has forced me to 
emphasize the Lord’s presence 
in his Word.   (Oh no!  We are 
becoming like the Protestants!)   
It has also pushed me to a new 
way of preaching.  I can no longer 
read the faces, hear laughter at a 
joke or see their stillness when 
the topic is touching them.  Now 
I have to learn better how to look        
through a lens and believe there 
are real people looking back at 
me from their home churches. 
 While Zoom Mass is 
great right now, I pray for the day 
when we can be together again 
as community, to wipe the tears 
of those who grieve, to hug the 

lonely and most of all to pray 
together and be reminded God is 
with his people.
 EE: How do you want 
this experience to change you 
or change your business moving 
forward?
 FM: This virus has 
shaken our churches more 
than any earthquake.  We have 
learned that we can be flexible 
and creative demonstrated by 
our response to COVID-19.   I 
hope that spirit of flexibility and 
creativity can become a charism, 
part of the character, of our 
church.   As believers we must 
think deeply on the issues of our 

(continued to page 15)
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Need a Little 
Freedom?
When it comes to your health, freedom to choose may be very 
important to you. That’s why it could be valuable to have health 
insurance that:

• Lets you choose any doctor who accepts Medicare patients.

• Gives you a choice of specialists, with no referrals needed.

• Goes with you when traveling anywhere in the U.S.

With any Medicare supplement insurance plan, 
that’s the kind of freedom you get.

Let’s Find Freedom Together
Start by getting more information. As a licensed insurance  
agent/producer authorized to offer AARP® Medicare Supplement  
Insurance Plans, insured by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company 
(UnitedHealthcare), I’ll review plans with you and answer your  
questions to help you find a plan that fits your needs.

AS3073ST NM A

AARP endorses the AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans, insured by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company. UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company  
pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP and its affiliates are not insurers. 
AARP does not employ or endorse agents, brokers or producers.
Please note that you must be an AARP member in order to enroll in an AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan. 
Insured by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company, Horsham, PA (UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company of New York, Islandia, NY for New York residents).  
Policy form No. GRP 79171 GPS-1 (G-36000-4).
In some states plans may be available to persons under age 65 who are eligible for Medicare by reason of disability or 
End-Stage Renal Disease.
Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the federal Medicare program.
This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed insurance agent/producer may contact you.
THESE PLANS HAVE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, EXCLUSIONS AND LIMITATIONS. FOR COSTS AND COMPLETE DETAILS (INCLUDING OUTLINES OF COVERAGE), 
CALL A LICENSED INSURANCE AGENT/PRODUCER AT THE NUMBER SHOWN.

Paul Davis  0669770   0M47932
Licensed insurance agent/producer contracted with UnitedHealthcare

818-888-0880 
paul@pdinsure.com

CALL TODAY!
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BUSINESSES
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COWE.COM

 Investment advisor Jesus A. Lopez, 
left, has affiliated with Centaurus Financial, a 
leading independent broker dealer  whose goal 
is to provide unparalleled service, support, 
technology and education to independent 
financial advisors in the securities industry.  
 He moved to California-based Centaurus 
in March because of their personal service 
to the independent advisor. “An independent 
advisor is only as good as the service he gets 
from his broker dealer.” Lopez said Centaurus 
has plenty of product architecturally designed 
to suit the needs of every individual based on 
risk tolerance, financial experience and time 
horizon. “Every individual has different needs, 
retirement goals and dreams.  With Centaurus 
I can tailor each financial plan to each client’s 
goals, needs and concerns.”
 Lopez, an Encino native, was 
previously affiliated with the retail banks Cal 
Fed  and Citibank for 15 years and also worked 
for a credit union for nine years. He has been 
an independent advisor for 10 years. Lopez has 
offices in Woodland Hills and can be reached at  
(818) 456-4770. He invites readers to bring in 

their investment statements for a  second opinion on their path to  financial success.

 Angela Giacobbe, right, a local resident and active 
supporter of several suicide prevention agencies, raised over 
$2,000  her birthday fund for the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention. 
 Because of the painful experience of loss from her 
own brother’s suicide at age 40, Giacobbe has actively served 
many areas of suicide prevention through walks, fundraising 
and time with several non-profits in hopes of reaching others. 
“My brother was my everything - my joy and inspiration - 
and I hope that in his memory I can reach others in hopes that 
they know they were loved as well.” 
 The national Suicide Prevention Hotline is (800) 
273-8255.



Encino Enterprise, September 17, 2020, Page 6

BUSINESS

© 2020 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. 
20-BR3RS-0037 TA 9/20

TONY BATTAGLIA
Complex Manager 

Trillium Towers Center 
6320 Canoga Ave., Suite 900 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
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Since our beginning, our business  

has been people     and their  

financial well-being. It’s evident in  

good times, with decisions focused  

on the long term, and crucial when 

circumstances become difficult. That 

continued emphasis on people –  

our clients, communities, advisors  

and associates – gives us purpose, 

strength and a way forward. 

Today. And

The Woodland Hills branch of Raymond James

The CARES Act and Retirement and Longevity
By Tony Battaglia
 Signed into law on 
March 27, 2020, the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act offered 
an estimated $2 trillion in fiscal 
stimulus to help individuals 
and businesses cope with the 
economic impact of COVID-19. 
But what effects could this 
legislation have on your year-
end planning? More than you 

may think, starting with your 
retirement savings.
 Deciphering the fine 
print: If you’re among those with 
required minimum distributions 
(RMDs), perhaps the biggest 
impact of the CARES Act was 
the waiver of RMDs for the 2020 
tax year, which also pertained 
to inherited and beneficiary-
qualified account holders. Do 
keep in mind, however, that while 

this means you do not have to 
take an RMD at all this year, your 
future RMDs could be slightly 
higher as a result. 
 The CARES Act also 
gives you until December 31, 
2020, to withdraw up to $100,000 
in what’s called coronavirus-
related distributions (CRDs) if 
you or another qualified individual 
experienced a financial hardship 
(e.g., healthcare expenses, layoffs 

or furloughs) due to COVID-19. 
While CRDs aren’t subject 
to the IRS’s mandatory 20% 
withholding fee and are 
exempt from the 10% 
early distribution penalty 
tax, it’s important to note 
that doesn’t waive your 
potential tax liability.     
 Fortunately, you 
have options. For instance, 
you can elect to have your 

CRDs taxed 
in 2020 
or ratably 
over a three-year 
period. You can 
also repay all (or 
even a portion) of 
your CRDs to an 
eligible retirement 
plan within 
the three-year 
limit and file an 
amended tax return 
to receive a refund 
on any taxes you 
already paid. And 
if you’re worried 
about exceeding 
your plans’ annual 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
limits, there’s more 
good news: These 
re-contributions, 
which are 
considered a tax-
free rollover, won’t 
count against you.
      H e e d i n g 
caveats: When 
it comes to the 
CARES Act’s 
impact on your 
r e t i r e m e n t 
planning, there are 
crucial caveats to 
keep in mind. If 
you had already 
withdrawn your 
2020 RMD prior 
to the legislation 
going into effect, 
for instance, 
you cannot now 
repay your plan. 
Additionally, if 
you think you’ll 
end up in a lower 
tax bracket for 
2020, you may still 
want to withdraw 
your distributions. 
You may also 
want to consider 
converting your 
assets from a 
traditional IRA 
to a Roth IRA – 
since you don’t 
have to satisfy the 
RMD requirement 
that normally 
accompanies these 
conversions. 
 All things 
considered, you 
may be unsure if 
now’s the right 
time to convert 
your assets to a 

Roth IRA. While you’ll certainly 
want to discuss the matter with 
your advisor and tax professional, 

you might conclude that the 
answer is a resounding yes. That’s 
because converting when your 
retirement account values are 
low helps diminish your potential 
tax impact. Another worthy 
consideration? You’ll have to pay 
income tax on whatever amount 
you convert – and income tax 
rates are set to increase after 
December 31, 2025, when the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act expires.
 P r i o r i t i z i n g 
philanthropy: True to its acronym, 
the CARES Act also included 
temporary provisions to promote 
charitable giving and provide 
additional gifting opportunities. 
If you itemize your charitable 
cash contributions, for example, 
the act allows you to deduct up 
to 100% of your adjusted gross 
income (AGI), instead of the 
usual 60%. 
 Even if you don’t 
itemize, the CARES Act still 
works in your favor with an 
above-the-line deduction for 
cash contributions up to $300. 
So no matter how you go about 
it, prioritizing philanthropy under 
the CARES Act is sure to be a 
win/win.
 Next steps: As you 
prepare for year-end and the 
upcoming tax year:
 •Speak with your advisor 
to determine whether to skip or 
withdraw this year’s RMDs.
 •If you need to take 
a distribution from a qualified 
plan, your advisor can help you 
determine the best options.
 •Consider if now’s 
the best time to convert from a 
traditional to a Roth IRA.
 •Maximize your impact 
by reviewing your charitable 
giving plans under the CARES 
Act.
 Please note, changes in 
tax laws may occur at any time and 
could have a substantial impact 
upon each person’s situation. 
While we are familiar with the tax 
provisions of the issues presented 
herein, as financial advisors of 
Raymond James, we are not 
qualified to render advice on 
tax or legal matters. You should 
discuss tax or legal matters with 
the appropriate professional.
 Tony Battaglia is the 
Complex Manager at Raymond 
James Woodland Hills and can be 
reached at  818-737-7676.

Tony Battaglia
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Puth, Steve

Subject: FW: Help Clients Avoid a Market Volatility Storm—Personalized Consumer Ad

The alternative to riding out market turbulence. ----------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------  

Get this client ad personalized and use it to prospect!  

Some advisors offer financial advice to 
help you ride out market turbulence.  

But what if you don’t have to?  
Avoid the storm by participating in market increases 
without sharing in market losses. Protect your financial 
future from market volatility by allocating a portion of 
your nest egg to a fixed indexed annuity.  

If GROWING AND PROTECTING your hard-earned 
retirement dollars is important to you, contact me today!  

 JESUS A. LOPEZ
Financial Consultant

818.456.4770   cell 818.231.2877
5341 Alhama Street, Suite 4
Woodland Hills  CA 91364
CA Insurance LIcense #0C28958

Why Weather 
a Market

Volatility Storm...

When You Can
Choose Clear Skies ?

Securities offered through Centaurus Financial Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC
Supervisory Branch: 2300 E. Katella Avenue #200 Anaheim, CA.  92806 (800)880-4234

Buying a New Home? Better Check 
on the Insurance First!

By Tim Gaspar
 The home market is on 
fire! Being that money is being 
leant practically for free, you 
might be thinking about buying 
your dream house for you and 
your family. 
 But, before you do, 
insurance! The insurance market 
for home insurance has changed 
quite a bit over the last 24 months. 
Whether you are buying a new 
home as your primary residence 
or picking up an investment 
property there are a few things 
you should know.
 First and foremost, 
as your realtor probably told 
you, location location location. 
Anything south of Ventura Blvd, 
north of Rinaldi, on a hill, in a 
canyon or next to a Kardashian 
might be difficult to insure. 
 Homeowners in 
Calabasas that were paying 
$2,000 a year in 2017 might pay 
as much as $8,000 a year now.
Yikes! 
 This is a result of the 
massive brush fires we had in 
2017 and 2018 so be sure to get 
an insurance quote before you 
make an offer. Second, if the 
home is built into a steep hill just 
remember home insurance does 
not cover landslides so maybe 
think twice about the importance 
of that killer view. Old roof and 

plumbing? Think twice about that 
too, a bad roof or bad plumbing 
means future water damage and 
that’s just a big pain. 
 Also before you get into 
escrow, ask your insurance agent 
for a “CLUE” report. This is a 
report showing all the claims your 
seller has filed on the property 
and a history with a lot of past 
home claims is a red flag.
 Perhaps you are taking 
advantage of low rates to start 
your real estate empire with your 
first single family home to rent out 
as an investment property. Great 
idea! But first, insurance! First 
and foremost, make sure your 
policy is a “dwelling fire” also 
known as a “landlord policy”, the 
coverage is slightly different than 
a regular homeowners policy and 
meant to cover the risk a tenant 
creates. About those tenants, this 
might not come as a surprise 
if you have been in California 
awhile but they can sue you for 
all kinds of things. It’s important 
you have an endorsement called 
“personal injury” on your 
policy. This covers suits that 
allege discrimination, wrongful 
termination, harassment, etc.
 Two other things to 
be aware of being a landlord. 
One, if you are a landlord you 
need an umbrella insurance 
policy because you are a now a 
much juicier target for lawsuits. 
An umbrella policy gives you 
additional protection for your 
assets if you are the target of a 
lawsuit. 
 Second, when hiring 
someone to do work on your 
investment property always make 
sure that person or company has 
workers compensation insurance. 
Your primary homeowners policy 
for the house you live in has 

workers compensation built in, 
your landlord policy does not. If 
someone is doing work on your 
investment property and is injured 
without having their own workers 
compensation, that’s going to fall 
on you and insurance won’t cover 
it.
 Spend a few extra 
minutes asking about these items 
when you buy a property, it’s an 
investment that will help you 
sleep well at night.
 Tim Gaspar is CEO of 
Gaspar Insurance in Woodland 
Hills. He can be reached with 
questions on this article at (818) 
302-3060.

Ask an Attorney! Virtual 
Workshop Series

 Do you want to ask an attorney about labor, employment, 
business and real estate issues? Join the Encino Chamber of Commerce 
as they host attorney Keven Steinberg of Steinberg Law on Thursday, 
September 24, from 4 to 5 pm. 
 This virtual workshop is intended to answer any pressing 
questions you may have from an expert in the field. Free for members 
and only $10 for non-members, participants are asked to submit their 
questions at least a week before the event so Steinberg can be fully 
prepared to answer them as best as possible.  
 To RSVP and receive the Zoom login information, email 
info@encinochamber.org.

The Next Encino Enterprise Is 
Out October 1
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HEALTH & FITNESS

Your whitest teeth.
Not in three months. 
Not in three weeks.

By tonight.

Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.

The revolutionary new way 
to whiten your teeth.

Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.

Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.

And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
Woodland Hills  818.224.2970

Opening Up Your Business? 
Let Us Help You Promote It!

Valley News Group is offering 
SPECIAL RATES & STORIES 

for local businesses
CALL 818.313.9545

Flying with Corona
By Allie Priore
 Hello Encino! Did you 
survive that heat wave? I heard it 
was brutal and I am so sorry you 
had to live through it. I happened 
to miss it due to travel and that 
is what I wanted to talk to you 

about today. What is it like to 
travel during a pandemic? From 
my experience, it was a rather 
enjoyable experience. 
 I did a ton of research 
upon deciding to visit friends in 
Wisconsin to figure out the safest 
way possible to travel given the 
coronavirus. I was definitely 
nervous just because I did not 
know what to expect but am 
happy to report it was a fairly 
pleasant experience. 
 I did choose to spend a 
little more to fly Delta due to the 
extreme precautionary steps they 
were taking to provide a safe and 
sanitary environment. 
 Flying out of LAX, I was 
a little nervous due to the high 
volume I am used to seeing but 
I must say the airport experience 
was wonderful. Security was a 
breeze and the terminals were 
incredibly empty. Everyone 
was wearing masks and keeping 
distance from other parties. 
 We timed our arrival 
to LAX with just enough time 
to relax at our gate for about 
20 minutes before boarding. 
Throughout my travels that week 
I found each airport experience 
to be pleasant since flights were 
minimal and traffic was sparse. 
It felt safe enough to maintain 
distance from others and felt 
clean and sanitized throughout 
the terminals.
 When it was time to 
board, the attendant announced 
we would be boarding from the 
back forward to minimize the 
amount of people passing each 
other. As you enter the aircraft 
you are handed a sanitizing wipe 
to clean your area. All patrons and 
employees are required to wear 
masks, capacity was minimized 
and Delta ensures a middle seat 
free between passengers.  
 During the flight you 
are given a prepackaged snack 
pack with another sanitation wipe 
for you to use. Flight attendants 

are diligent about walking the 
aisles to ensure all patrons keep 
their masks on when they are not 
eating or drinking. The only time 
the flight felt a bit crowded was 
during the deplaning process but 
even then, due to the minimal 

capacity, the flow is much 
smoother. 
 Overall, I felt my 
experience travelling during a 
pandemic was successful. It is 
a bit unnerving at first but I felt 
the airports and Delta did a great 
job at making patrons feel safe 
and secure. I was impressed with 
the thorough cleaning procedures 
in place and did not come across 
any difficult patrons throughout 
my travel. It was comforting to 
see other travelers abiding by the 
mandates for masks and social 
distancing. It felt as if there was 
a mutual respect for one another 
and that was a great feeling. 

 Yes, at times the mask 
can be annoying (especially for 
someone who wears glasses and 
experiences foggy lenses often), 
but I feel it is a small discomfort 
worth enduring in order to be able 
to live our lives and experience 
other places. 
 I am fully aware that 
traveling is not in the cards 
for everyone at this moment. 
However, if you are capable 
and were curious about safety, I 
urge you to do some research. I 
truly believe you can find a way 
to travel in comfort and safety 
should you desire to do so. I 
think you may be surprised with 
your experience and you might 
just actually enjoy it. Until next 
time Encino – stay safe and stay 
healthy!
 Allie Priore is a certified 
Pilates instructor and has been 
a professional in the industry for 
six years. 

Security was a 
breeze, everyone was 
wearing masks and 
the terminals were 
incredibly empty.
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Providence and Cedars-Sinai have teamed up to give San Fernando 

Valley communities the most innovative health care with heart, 

close to home. The expansion at Tarzana Medical Center creates 

an ultramodern medical campus that will enhance the patient 

experience and provide a greater range of advanced treatments, 

ensuring Valley residents receive quality care well into the future.

A partnership 
made for the Valley.

providencecedars-sinaitarzana.org/future

Image by Perkins and Will
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HEALTH & FITNESS
FOR A FREE DIGITAL 

SUBSCRIPTION
Email “Register Me” to

EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 

Absolute Pilates Upstairs
21208 Costanso Street Suite 2
Woodland Hills, CA
818 226-0695
absolutepilatesupstairs.com

- Conni Ponturo

Just Bee The Change
By Laura Levinsky
 It took over an hour to 
be seated.  It took almost as 
long for their order to be served.  
Rio had had enough.  He wasn’t 
good at waiting, most kids 
aren’t.  Most kids with autism 
really aren’t good at waiting.  
So Rio had a meltdown.  The 
people around him were 
displeased.  The restaurant 
asked them to leave.  
 In that moment an 
activist and an organization 
were born.
 Layla Luna is the 
founder of Just Bee, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
changing how children with 
autism are treated in the 
community.  
 Part of her goal is for 
the Just Bee app to be the Yelp 
of the autism world.  Businesses, 
restaurants, activity centers, 
etc. will be trained by Just Bee 
on how to be more mindful of 
sensatory issues, dealing with 
meltdowns, what to say and other 
autism issues.  
 Once they are certified 
as Bee friendly they will be listed 
on the Just Bee app, along with 
any special offers they would like 
to make (i.e. weekdays between 3 
to 5 pm show your Just Bee app 
for a discount) so you can find 
autism-friendly businesses in any 
part of the city.
 According to the Autism 
Society of America, an average 
of 1 in 59 children is somewhere 
on the autism spectrum, with 
boys more likely than girls.  
Children of minorities are less 
likely, but much of that is due to 

not being diagnosed or receiving 
services.  7.1 million nation-wide 

are not receiving services due to 
Covid-19.
 “Markets need to 
change.  Businesses need to 
change.  We need to change” 
said Layla.  “This is our moment.  
This is our stand.”  This single 
mother of three isn’t waiting for 
someone to do something.  She 
is out there creating the world for 
all of us to live in.  She created 
the nonprofit Just Bee to make her 
idea possible.  She put together a 
Board of Directors, applied to the 
IRS and is having an app created 
to handle all the listings she is 
accumulating.  It all just takes 
time and money.
 For many families with a 
child with autism, the recent “stay 
at home” orders mimic their lives.  

Never going anywhere, staying at 
home, isolating yourselves from 
others to avoid scenes like the 
one at the restaurant.  People are 
finally getting the idea.  
 Just Bee wants to open 
up the world for everyone.  Need 
a pizza place in the area?  The 
app will point you in the right 
direction.  Want to see a movie?  
The app will tell you when 
the local theatre has regularly 
scheduled sensory appropriate
showings.

 Can communities come 
together to make life better 
for children with autism and 
everyone else? Layla believes we 
can.  “Just be the change.” 
 Laura Levinsky is a 
freelance writer for Valley News 
Group.

Rio, the inspiration behind Just Bee.

Absolutely Grounded 
Health Site Launches

 Conni Ponturo, owner 
of Absolute Pilates in Woodland 
Hills, transformational movement 
teacher, author, 
speaker and 
vitality expert, 
realized that 
when everyone 
in the world 
was shutting 
down, she had 
an obligation 
to keep her 
clients engaged, 
challenged and 
connected. 
 She started sending 
daily workouts, inspiration, 
and meditations to her clients’ 
phones, and within 10 days of 
the pandemic shut-down, was 
hosting her first classes online. 
She recorded every class and 
now has a library of foam roller 
mat classes, weights, barre, chair, 
theraband, meditation, and daily 
doses of health all in one virtual 
studio. 
 “Absolutely Grounded” 
is Ponturo’s new virtual studio 
where Pilates students can access 
every class on-demand from the 
comfort of their home. She is 
constantly adding new classes 
and will be featuring webinars 
and other opportunities for 
advanced learning.
 “I feel that mindset, 

movement and meditation are the 
keys to living your best life,” says 
Ponturo, “especially if you are 

struggling during 
this time.  Take 
care of your body 
and connect to your 
best self. Absolutely 
Grounded is 
designed to connect 
you back to 
yourself.”
 Ponturo is 
the author of the 
best selling book, 

Falling Into Joy, Eight Simple 
Steps to Allow Your Body to 
Become Your Best Friend. Her 
book shines the light on the real 
sources of joy and ways that 
people can easily access it in 
every area of their lives. She is 
also a leading authority in the 
field of pain-free living which 
includes creating a harmonious 
connection of mindset, emotions, 
and body.  
 Ponturo is respected 
for her unique approach to 
transformational movement 
that merges Pilates, meditation, 
and mindset. To receive daily 
workouts to your phone text the 
word “self-care” to 26786. 
 Check out the 
various health offerings on 
the new membership site at 
absolutelygrounded.com.
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 The real “Hollywood” is 
north of Mulholland Drive.
 In the last 100 years, 
more motion pictures have been 
filmed in the San Fernando Valley 

than any other single location; 
more film stars, directors, 
cinematographers, and other 
filmmakers have lived in the 
Valley than anywhere else; and 
more studios are located in the 
Valley than any place else. 
 How did the movies, 
which in this country really began 
in New York and New Jersey 
at the end of the 19th century, 
migrate to and flourish in the San 
Fernando Valley?
 Thank Thomas Edison 
and the weather.

 When Gaspar de 
Portola, his 61 Spanish soldiers 
and two Franciscan missionaries, 
rode through what would later be 
known as the Sepulveda Pass on 
August 5, 1769, they had no idea 
that the flat plain below them, 
dotted with Tataviam, Chumash, 
and Tongva Native American 
encampments, would become 
the world’s capital of motion 
pictures.
 But nearly 130 years 

later, on August 31, 1897, 
Thomas Edison patented almost 
everything related to motion 
picture cameras, based on his 
Kinetograph. Taking advantage 

of his monopoly, he threatened 
filmmakers,  distributors, and 
exhibitors that they would be 
subject to legal action if they did 
not use his equipment.
 The Edison Trust and 
the bad weather in the East and 
the Midwest led early filmmakers 
to see the West as a land of 
opportunity. 
 In 1909, fleeing both 
Edison and the elements, 
William Selig established the 
first permanent motion picture 
studio in Los Angeles, on the 
corner of Clifford and Allesandro 
in Edendale, today’s Echo Park/
Silver Lake area. His Chicago-
based Selig-Polyscope Company 
was founded in 1896 and was 

among the first to build his 
studio around young actors who 
he could turn into stars: Harold 
Lloyd, Fatty Arbuckle, Tom Mix, 
and others. 
 Just a year later, 
a German immigrant, Carl 
Laemmle, brought his company, 
Independent Moving Pictures 
Company to Hollywood, and set 
up shop at the corner of Sunset 
Boulevard and Gower Street. 
 As part of a 
merger with Nestor and 
a few other independent 
studios, Laemmle’s 
Universal acquired the 
Providencia Ranch, also 
known as the Oak Crest 
Ranch in the San Fernando 
Valley. On December 3, 
1912, the studio officially 
opened, making it the 
Valley’s first film studio. 
The following year, on 
July 10, the name of the 
property was formally 
changed to Universal City.
 A f t e r 
consolidating some of 
the surrounding land, 
Laemmle held a second 
“official opening” on 
March 15, 1915, of his 
235-acre studio that later 
became Universal City Studios. 
Shortly afterward,  Laemmle 
invited the public to watch 
films being made, for a 25-cent 
admission fee. 
 With thousands of acres 

of undeveloped land perfect for 
outdoor shooting, only a few 
days each year without sunshine, 
and close to the business and 
distribution capabilities of Los 
Angeles, the Valley became the 
mecca of the movies.
 At least, the mecca for 
outdoor filming.
 If it was a Western, 
it was likely that it was filmed 
in the Valley. And a very large 

percentage of American films 
produced in this era were 
Westerns.
 D. W. Griffith’s “Birth of 
a Nation” was largely shot on his 
ranch, near the current 210 and 

118 Freeway intersection in the 
City of San Fernando, beginning 
in January 1914. That same year, 
Cecil B. DeMille began shooting 
scenes for “The Squaw Man” 
in the hills near a town called 
Roscoe, today’s Sun Valley.
 By 1920, moviemaking 
had become the Valley’s 
third-largest industry, behind 
only agriculture and creating 
subdivisions for home 

construction.
 In another decade or 
so, film companies realized that 
Valley land was cheap, there were 
advantages to having production 
facilities near location filming, 
and filmmakers themselves began 
moving to the Valley.
 In the first 20 years of 
the 20th century, the foundation 
was laid for the industry that 
would tell the world about the 
San Fernando Valley – motion 
pictures.
 Next month: The 
Valley’s Movie Ranches
 Martin Cooper,  President 
of Cooper Communications, 
supervised public relations for 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts & Sciences for ten years; he 
also held executive positions with 
Disney and Universal Studios. He 
is Chairman of the Board of the 
UCLA Film & Television Archive, 
a Fernando Award Honoree, and 
Past Chairman of VICA. 

The Movies Come West: The First 20 Years

Edison’s Kinetograph, the basis of his monopoly that driver filmmakers 
to the West and the San Fernando Valley.

A posed photo taken at the Providencia Ranch studios, circa 1911. Note how Universal 
Studios’ signage is smaller than both Christie and Nestor Studios. In a few years, Christie and 

Nestor are gone, but Universal renames the property after itself.

A map of what was to become Universal City Studios.

In the last 100 years, 
more motion pictures 

have been filmed in the 
San Fernando Valley 
than any other single 

location.
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Disney Store

#WestfieldDelivers

Coffee Cube Opens
Bueller? Bueller?

 The Encino Farmer’s Market 
continues their Carpool Cinema series 
on Friday, September 25, at 8 pm at the 
Encino Farmer’s Market parking lot 
with a screening of  the classic “Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off.” Tickets are $25 and 
all proceeds support ONEgeneration. 
Portable restrooms will be available, 
social distancing is required and 
masks are required any time guests are 
outside of their cars. For more info, 
and to purchase tickets, visit eventbrite.
com/e/116774699269. Enjoy the drive-
ins while you can! After all... “Life 
moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and 
look around once in a while, you could 
miss it.”

 Join the West Valley Chamber of Commerce in 
partnership with the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center for a 
Virtual Comedy Night on Wednesday, September 25, at 7 pm. This 
comedy mixer costs $20 per household and proceeds benefit both 
centers. Featuring renowned comedians Jason Love (“America’s 
Got Talent”), Gina Stahl-Haven (“Late Late Show”, “Conan”) 
and Tyler Boeh (“Dry Bar Comedy”), it’ll be a fabulously funny 
evening without ever having to leave your own home! To register 
and receive the Zoom link, visit bit.ly/tarzanacomedy.

A Night of Laughter

 Grab the family, bring a blanket and order takeout from your favorite Village or Topanga 
restaurant to enjoy al fresco! Westfield has expanded their outdoor picnic-style seating areas given the 
new dining rules and invites patrons to dine outside while enjoying live music from the Village Live! 
series. Hosted outside by Lucille’s Smokehouse BBQ and 24 Hour Fitness, the live music series will 
take place every Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 6 to 9 pm. 

Bring Your Own Blanket!

Do you consider yourself a marker maestro? A crayon connoisseur? 
Whatever your instrument of choice, you can put your skills to the test 
in the Luckey Coloring contest in the hopes of winning a cash prize! 
Grab a coloring page (perhaps one of the Luckey Climber structure 
at The Village?), your favorite coloring tools and your imagination to 
bring the picture to life! After coloring the page, submit it to contest@
luckeyllc.com by 11:59 pm EST on September 30 and also, make sure 
to follow them on Instagram (luckeyclimbers). For more info, visit 
luckeyclimbers.com/contest.

Color Creativity Contest



Encino Enterprise, September 17, 2020, Page 13

ENTERTAINMENT

 Join Valley Relics Museum every Friday and Saturday evening 
from 6 to 9 pm for an open-air museum experience. Enjoy the relics 
of the past while still maintaining health and safety! Temperatures 
will be taken at the door and masks are mandatory. Space is limited 
to ensure no overcrowding and all hangar doors will remain open 
converting the museum into a large patio open-air area. Tickets start at 
just $15 and purchases are tax deductible and all proceeds go towards 
The Valley Relics Museum and its endeavor. The museum is located 
at 7900 Balboa Boulevard. For tickets and more info, visit https://
valleyrelicsmuseum.org.

Open Air Museum 
Nights at Valley Relics

 The West Valley Playhouse will present four new Zoom plays 
on Sunday, September 20, at 2:30 pm. Enjoy “Employment Gap” by 
Paula Long starring Tamarah Ashton and Nikki Gallagher, “Sidney’s 
Confession” by Jerry Fischkes starring Jim Miller and Robert Reeves, 
“The Subject Was Flutes” by Daniel Krause starring Claire Angeline 
Harvey and Dontrail Brinson and “Jerry and His Classical Guitar.” All 
directed by Jon Berry. Tickets are online at www. wvplayhouse.com - 
$10 per ticket. For more information call (818) 884-1907.
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REAL ESTATE

REALTORS 
Showcase Your Hot Properties 

Here!
Call 818-313-9545 

    I’m Your Personal
      Real Estate Agent!

Kevin Pike
REALTOR

(818) 571-1508
KevinPike@ColdwellBanker.com

CalDRE #01990544

       Need to Find a
     Better Place to
         Call Home?

Selling your home is more than just selling
a house.  It’s about helping you maximize your
net proceeds by doing more than any other
real estate agent, and by being a master 
negotiator working on your behalf.  I’ll make
sure you walk way with the most money
possible while paying the least in selling fees!
Call me and ask about my unique and effective
ways I will help you sell your home!

®

As the Sepulveda Basin Burns, 
What Does Its Future Look Like?

By Paula Orlovich
 The Sepulveda Basin 
Wildlife Reserve played many 
roles for our community.  It was 
the rare natural area in the middle 
of the urbanized San Fernando 
Valley where members of the 
community walked, jogged, 
rode bikes, watched birds and 
other wildlife, painted and 
photographed natural scenes, and 
otherwise experienced the gifts 
that nature offers. 
 It was the site of 
an environmental education 
program for thousands of 
LAUSD students, allowing them 
to learn their science curriculum 
in a hands-on manner.  It was a 
vital habitat for migrating birds. 
On Sunday, September 6, the 

cherished place that played all 
of those roles was destroyed in 
an instant by a devastating brush 
fire.  
 Now the Reserve is the 
showcase for 
what happens 
when public 
property, the 
c o m m u n i t y ’s 
property,  is 
neglected by 
the agencies 
charged with its 
maintenance.
 O v e r 
the past 10 years 
the Wildlife 
Reserve became 
s u r r o u n d e d 
by unchecked 
weeds which 
became shields 
hiding the 
homeless that 
reside within the 
park. Numerous 
fires over the 
years associated 
with homeless 
activities were a prelude to the fire 
on September 6, and a warning.  
 But where was the 
leadership to prevent such a 
catastrophic event? Where were 
the stewards of our parks? 

 Our civic leaders, having 
shrugged at the homeless as an 
issue that cannot be solved, and 
apparently incapable of clearing 
flammable brush, failed to 
protect their community from the 

destruction of a scarce resource.
 California is under 
threat, and the resulting wildfires 
are devastating. The air is filled 
with the smoke of fires throughout 

our state and the cost to lives is 
overwhelming. It is not surprising 
that this small fire,  which did 
not destroy structures and where 
there was one reported death, did 
not get news coverage.  However, 
the loss of every precious 
acre of green space affects the 
quality of life of our residents. 
We need to protect our parks to 
be the stewards of these spaces, 
preserving them for our children, 
for everyone. 
 Please step forward and 
contact your local councilman 
and the Mayor and demand 
that the city take responsibility 
for prevention of fires, for the 
protection of wildlife, and for 
providing an appropriate response 
to the homeless. 
 Paula Orlovich is the 
President of the San Fernando 
Valley Audubon Society.

The loss of every 
precious acre of 

green space affects 
the quality of life of 

our residents.

Photos of the charred basin by Paula Orlovich
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REAL ESTATE

* (Except 6200 Canoga Avenue)

*

On Site Design 
& Installation
310.869.9079

CONVERT 
YOUR 
GARAGE
TO LIVING 
SPACE!

Bercsi Development Inc.
Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461

Before...

After...

FREE ESTIMATES!

Behind the Mask Continued
day - racism, violence, sexism, 
poverty, gender and orientation, 
and of course the of care of our 
planet.  I’m sure you could add to 
the list.  Moving forward I would 
love our church to fill the needs of 
today’s believers.
 EE: What is giving you 
hope right now?
 FM: My faith and trust 
in the Lord.  Not by a long shot 
is COVID-19 the worst affliction 
to hit our planet.  Countless 
generations before us have 
suffered far worse.  I pray for the 
scientists working on a vaccine 
but I also suspect we cannot 
go back, we will live in a new 
normal - and God will continue to 
be God, always with his people.   
Thanks for reading the ramblings 
of an old priest whose golf game 
is not improving!

 EE: How has 
coronavirus most impacted your 
field of work?
 TS: The COVID-19

pandemic has dramatically 
affected many financial 
institutions, including of course 
our Logix branch in Tarzana. 
We’ve had to limit in-person 
access to our members.  For some 
time our lobby was closed and 
we offered phone appointments 
only. Fortunately, now, we 
have slightly reduced hours of 
operation, and are open from 9 
am to 5 pm, Monday through 
Friday, and Saturdays from 9 am 
to 2 pm.
 EE: What is the most 
surprising obstacle that you have 
had to face in the midst of this 
pandemic? 
 TS: With staff and 
members wearing PPE, we have 
to show our friendliness without 
the help of the member seeing us 
smile. We have to take extra care 
with our tone and body language 
to try to offset the limitations 
of social distancing and masks. 
We still want members to feel 
welcome, even six feet apart. 
 EE: What is the most 
dramatic change you’ve had to 
make in your business? 
 TS: At Logix, we have 
always been a huge proponent of a 
clean and safe work environment. 
We have taken that to the next 
level with cleaning surfaces inside 
and outside the branch, including 
the handles, and ATM every 30 
minutes to an hour. We have also 
empowered our Financial Service 
Officers to do more sales and 
service transactions by phone for 
members who are not comfortable 
coming inside the branch. 

 EE: Has this pandemic 
changed your perspective of the 
industry you’re in? 
 TS: No not at all. The 
banking industry is resilient and 
so is Logix. We are here to stay 
and we have great leadership that 
will help us weather every kind 
of storm. What really matters to 
Logix, and to me, has remained 
the same – we are here to help 
our members thrive. Whatever 
the case, we are ready to advise, 
assist and advocate for them.
 EE: How do you want 
this experience to change you 
or change your business moving 
forward? 
 TS: I believe that this 
experience will help us evolve 
more quickly. We already had 
projects in motion to make 
banking with us easier and more 
convenient. The pandemic has 
afforded us the opportunity 
to look at things from a new 
perspective, with the same goal 
in mind – creating an experience 
that allows our members to bank 
with us whenever they want and 
however they want. 
 EE: What is giving you 
hope right now?
 TS: I love this Nelson 
Mandela quote, “Our human 
compassion binds us the one 
to the other – not in pity or 
patronizingly, but as human 
beings who have learnt how to 
turn our common suffering into 
hope for the future.” It gives me 
hope knowing that all of us are in 
this pandemic together, and we 
will get through it.

The Banker
Tamara Scott is the Branch 
Manager at the Tarzana location 
of Logix Credit Union.
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We are grateful for those who have our back in this 
important time.  The list is long, but we want to 
thank our first responders and front-line workers.

Especially in critical times, newspapers have your back.  
COVID-19 is a national story that is impacting you at home and at work. 
Your local newspaper is keeping you informed with current events in  
your neighborhood and is bringing communities together in these 
challenging times.    

From the actions your local government is taking,  to  lists of local stores 
that are delivering and tips on what to do while you’re at home, your  
local newspaper is committed to bringing you the news you need, 
when you need it.  

WE ARE IN THIS 
TOGETHER

Support your local newspaper.
Subscribe in print or online.

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy newspapers in our local communities.  
Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us on Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers.

Register For a Free Digital Subscription at ValleyNewsGroup.com


