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Restaurant Parking Lots and Sidewalks 

Celebrating a Centennial Vet

 The GELB Charitable Foundation is now accepting 
applications for their Fall 2020 scholarships. High school seniors 
who are planning to attend a San Fernando Valley college, 
trade school  or university can apply for a $1000 scholarship. 
Consideration is based on financial needs, community involvement 
and a completed application. Download the application at www.
gelbgroup.net/community or call (818) 377-2277.

 Encino resident and 
World War II veteran Ernst 
“Ernie” Dutcher was feted on the 
occasion of his 100th birthday 
with a festive and  patriotic 
parade.
 Dutcher, who was a staff 
officer in the 9th Air Force in 
England, planning the glider and 
air transport operations for the 
Normany invasion, got his own 
birthday “invasion”  last Saturday 
morning. 
 Twenty-two cars, 30 
Wing’s Over Wendy’s veterans 
organization members and an 
equal number of neighbors 
honored the veteran.  
 Five West Valley LAPD 
officers in three black and whites 

led by Senior Lead Officer Tim 
Walia also dropped by to check 
out the ceremony with sirens and 
lights whirring in celebration. 
Former City Councilman and 

LAPD Reserve Officer Dennis 
Zine helped lead the parade on his 
motorcycle. 
 Wing’s Over Wendy’s 
Chair Ed Reynolds presented 

Dutcher with a 
birthday card, and 
Councilman John Lee 
presented him with a 
City of Los Angeles 
certificate.
 As we honor 
those that have served 
this Memorial Day 
weekend, take a 
moment to personally 
give thanks to a 
vet in your life and 
remember those we 
have lost.  

 Encino resident Minas “Maserati Mike” Matosyan, 39, 
who was involved in a pills-for-profit scheme could face a federal 
prison term of up to two decades for his illegal actions. Matosyan 
worked with corrupt doctors who wrote fake prescriptions to his 
conspirators who were able to obtain bulk quantities of prescription 
drugs that were then sold on the streets. The operation worked 
as Matosyan would offer up corrupt doctors to sham clinics and 
then receive a substantial kickback from profits generated when 
the clinics created fake prescriptions or bogus bills to health care 
programs.

Face Coverings Now Required 
When Traveling Outside the Home

 As of May 14th, Mayor Eric Garcetti has issued the 
order that all Angelenos must wear a face mask when they leave 
their home, visit essential businesses or be around other people. 
The order exempts children under the age of two and people with 
disabilities. While the face coverings provide one layer of protection, 
it is emphasized to still practice social distancing and sanitation 
practices. Face masks should cover the nose and mouth, reaching 
below the chin and fitting snugly against the face. Cloth masks are 
suggested as they can be cleaned and sanitized regularly.

 Given the importance of social distancing during these 
times, California restaurants and bars could soon be allowed to 
expand their alcohol service to adjacent sidewalks, parking lots and 
streets to allow patrons space while dining. According to California’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC), licenses may no longer be 
restricted to the restaurant’s premises but rather, allow them a 
Temporary Catering Authorization (TCA) for when establishments 
can partially reopen. Since alcohol consumption licenses are quite 
strict, restaurants must adhere to specific rules and present a detailed 
diagram of their plans to adjust during COVID-19 measures. While 
only temporary, restaurateurs are hopeful that it can boost business 
while still adhering to safety social distancing rules. Since the stay-
at-home order, ABC has already made an unprecedented move in 
California to allow restaurants to sell alcohol with to-go orders.  
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Encino Little League Food Drive
 Encino Little League and Caring Counts are proud to co-host the City of Angels Food Drive on 
Sunday, May 24, from 9 am to 1 pm. Please bring unopened non-perishable food to Encino Little League 
(5120 Hayvenhurst Ave). Social distancing protocols will be in place to protect everyone who donates 
so please place all items in trunk for contactless drop off of items. Some items most needed are: peanut 
butter (12-18 oz plastic jars), tuna, canned stews, canned beans, canned soups, canned fruit and vegetables, 
canned tomato sauce / spaghetti sauce, rice, macaroni and cheese, pasta, cereal and toilet paper.

ONEgeneration Blood Drive
 Blood is needed now more than ever! Help 
the American Red Cross ensure blood is available 
for those in need by donating today. Donating blood 
makes a big difference in the lives of others and given 
current circumstances, donation numbers are down. 
ONEgeneration, in partnership with the American Red 
Cross, will be hosting a blood drive on Sunday, May 
31, from 7 am to 1 pm, at the Encino Farmers Market 
(17400 Victory Blvd).  To schedule your life-saving 
appointment, visit redcrossblood.org and use sponsor 
code: onegeneration.

Giving Back to the Community

 LAPD Devonshire PALS is distributing over 800 meals a day 
Monday through Friday, from 9 am to 12 pm, at their center, 8721 
Wilbur Avenue, to families with children who need help feeding their 
children.  PALS is an organization that builds bridges and connections 
between law enforcement and our community’s youth. Even during 
this time of social distancing and COVID-19, they are still staying 
connected with local youth and their families. The Executive Director 
Edgar Sedano and Captain Burns, along with the Executive Board and 
the General Board of Directors, are all playing a role in PALS’ grocery 
distribution.

PALS Lending a Helping Hand

Helping You Stay 
Safer at Home

Our team members are essential city 
workers continuing to work hard while 
taking safety measures.

Our crews will respond to water and 
power outages. Call us or report an 
outage online at ladwp.com/outages.

We will not shut o�  your water and 
power for non-payment.

Need help paying your bill? We can help. 
Visit LADWP.com/fi nancialassistance or 
call us at 1-800-DIAL-DWP.

Your tap water is safe to drink. There is no 
need to buy bottled water. The coronavirus 
does not a� ect your drinking water.

During this uncertain time with the 
coronavirus, LADWP wants you to know 
that we are working 24/7 to keep your 
power on and water fl owing.

ladwp.com 1-800-DIAL-DWP
We’re Here for You
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 • Telling your suitcase there probably won’t be any vacations 
this year can be tough...emotional baggage is the worst!

 • Harvey Branman observes, “Only in America do banks 
leave both doors open and then chain the pens to the counters.”

 • Didja’ hear about the guy who went to the psychiatrist 
because he kept thinking he was a goat? The shrink asked how long the 
guy had had the problem? The patient replied, “Since I was a kid!”

 • PR exec and wordsmith Marty Cooper is back with these 
language tongue-twisters, that he, apparently, took from his large 
collection:
  - Time flies like an arrow; fruit flies like a banana.

 - You are stuck with your debt if you can’t budget it.

 - A calendar’s days are numbered.

 - A plateau is a high form of flattery.

 - If you jump off a Paris bridge, you are in Seine.

 • Begging for another psychiatrist joke? So, this guy goes to 
the psychiatrist insisting that his skin was gold. The doctor told him it 
was nothing serious - just a gilt complex.

 • We cannot imagine sometimes how our life could be any 
more frustrating and complex - but Congress can!

 • Don Sanelli reports that the man who wrote “The Hokey 
Pokey” died peacefully at the age of 93. The most traumatic part for 
his family was getting him into the coffin. They put his left leg in. And 
then the trouble started.

 • Persistence is what makes the impossible possible; the 
possible likely and the likely definite.

People in the News
 Nirvan Rayamajhi, a 16-year-old from Northridge, 
has raised funds to provide meals to medical staffs across 
the San Fernando Valley with no plans on stopping anytime 
soon! Rayamajhi posted a video on Facebook detailing his 
partnership with an online boutique requesting that if viewers 
bought a Mother’s Day gift from the online store, he would 
get $5 of the sales. Three days after the video was posted, he 
raised more than $2,000. Partnering with a local restaurant, 
Pita Pockets, Rayamaiji delivered meals at Providence Tarzana 
Medical Center, West Hills Hospital, Valley Presbyterian 
Hospital, Sherman Oaks Hospital, Mission Community 
Hospital and Dignity Hospital. Check out his continuing 
efforts on his Facebook page, @Nirvangiveback, where every 
donation continues to go to meals for hospital staff.

 ONEgeneration, without fail, has 
been working tirelessly to provide senior 
citizens with meals during this pandemic as 
requests are increasing weekly. Volunteers were 
on hand to package and distribute to those who 
frequented their contact-less drive through at 
their Encino location every Tuesday. Everything 
is provided by generous donations and they are 
always in need of additional supplies such as 
canned goods, pasta, rice, produce, etc. For 
those who are interested in donating, please 
call Jenna Hauss at 818-708-6618 to schedule a 
pick-up.
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Call us at 818-888-0880 
or go to pdinsure.com

2002-2019

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 18 years 
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2019!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE  #0M47932

THE CALIFORNIA 
“BIRTHDAY RULE”  

guarantees you the  
right to change your 

Medicare supplement 
plan to any other 
carriers’ same or  
lesser plan within

30 DAYS OF  
YOUR BIRTHDAY.

You can change  
without answering  

health history  
questions.

TRIMMING YOUR EXPENSES?
HAVE YOU CHECKED THE PREMIUMS ON YOUR 
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN LATELY?

Many carriers have recently had rate increases.  
See your age below for rate comparison reality check. 
Plan G is the change most people are embracing!

L.A. County rate changes through 4/1/2020. (Compilation of rates from 10 carriers)
*Reflects $25/month new-to-Medicare Part B 12-month discount.  
5-7% couples discount available on some plans. Rates subject to change.  
“F” Plans are only available to those eligible for Medicare prior to 1/1/2020.

AGE
PLAN F 

INNOVATIVE F 
OR F EXTRA

PLAN G
PLAN G 

INNOVATIVE 
OR EXTRA

HIGH DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN F

($2340 2020)

65* 138.00* 113.00* 127.00* 39.00

66 163.00 138.00 152.00 42.00

67 177.00 154.00 168.00 45.00

68 177.00 154.00 168.00 47.00

69 197.00 179.00 193.00 50.00

70 197.00 179.00 193.00 52.00

71 214.00 192.08 216.00 54.00

72 214.00 199.69 216.00 57.00

73 232.00 207.63 232.00 60.00

74 232.00 215.84 232.00 63.00

75 268.00 224.33 248.00 66.00

76 268.00 233.16 248.00 68.00

77 287.00 242.31 265.00 69.00

78 287.00 251.81 265.00 70.00

79 302.00 261.63 278.00 74.00

80 302.00 271.83 278.00 79.00

81 325.00 282.71 292.00 79.00

82 325.00 282.71 292.00 79.00

83 325.00 282.71 307.00 79.00

84 325.00 282.71 307.00 79.00

85 358.00 282.71 321.00 79.00

M E D I C A R E  S U P P L E M E N T  R A T E S
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The Next Issue of the Encino Enterprise 
Will Be Out On June 4

From the Desk of 
Assemblymember 

Jesse Gabriel

 The annual Memorial Day celebration at the L.A. National Cemetery, honoring the 
88,000 American heroes buried there, will be held this year as a broadcast on Memorial 
Day, Monday, May 25, at 10 am on KABC Channel 7.

Friends- 
 I hope this note finds 
you safe and well.
 I’m writing to you 
from Sacramento, where the 
State Legislature has recently 
reconvened. We are facing 
interesting circumstances in 
the State Capitol, with remote 
witness testimony and committee 
hearings being held on the floor 
of the Assembly Chamber to 
allow for physical distancing. 
Despite these challenges, we 
are continuing to press forward 
with our legislative agenda and 
working hard to deliver the best 
possible constituent services.
 At the top of our 
agenda is how to safely reopen 
our economy as we address the 
devastating impacts from the 
COVID-19 crisis. As we consider 
our options, we’re seeking 
feedback from community 
members across our Assembly 
District. To help with that effort, 

we hope that you’ll take a 
few minutes to complete 
the California Recovery 
Roadmap Survey at covid19.
ca.gov/recovery-input/. The 
responses will help guide state 
policymakers as we consider 
the best way to safely reopen 
different types of businesses and 
sectors of our economy. 

 While many decisions 
are being made by local health 
officials, we believe that it’s 
important for people like you — 
business owners, workers, and 
customers — to have a say in the 

process. Your advice will help 
us build on Governor Newsom’s 
roadmap for modifying the 
statewide stay home order while 
maintaining the health and safety 
of our community.
 These are challenging 
times and many difficult decisions 
lie ahead. But we are confident 
that the good ideas and innovative 
spirit of our community will help 
us to develop the best possible 
plan to meet this unprecedented 
moment.
 Stay well and please be 
in touch if we can be of assistance.
 
 Sincerely,

  Assemblymember, 45th District

We are confident that the 
good ideas and innovative 

spirit of our community will 
help us to develop the best 
possible plan to meet this 
unprecedented moment.
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OUR TEAM.
YOUR MESSAGE.

GLOBAL IMPACT.

1-800-527-3646 

LET’S GET STARTED. CALL TODAY.

Councilmember Koretz Calls for 
COVID Mental Health Campaign

 Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Paul Koretz 
introduced legislation earlier 
this week directing city staff, 
in consultation with the Los 
Angeles County Department of 
Public Health, to report back on 
the creation of an educational 
campaign to enable first 
responders, medical workers and 
all Angelenos to better identify 
the onset of mental or emotional 
health issues related to the 
COVID-19 crisis.
  This motion was 
prompted by increasing issues 
as the death toll, suffering 
and uncertainty in relation to 
coronavirus mounts
 “The all-hands-on-deck 
campaign about COVID-19 
worked well in getting the word 
out about the spread of the virus, 
now we need additional focus on 
its mental health impacts,” said 
Councilmember Paul Koretz. 
 “People who are on 
the frontlines, our medical 
workers and first responders, are 
obviously at high, exhausted risk. 

The mounting death tolls, mass 
unemployment, life-or-death 
economic struggles, uncertainty 
about the future, and forced 
isolation all brought to us 24/7 
from every available media outlet 
is already having a profoundly 
negative effect upon the general 
populace. We must take steps 
now to highlight available care 
options or we will face an ever-
worsening crisis in the future.”

 
 Media outlets are 
reporting concerns by mental 
health professionals, who are, 
anecdotally, reporting general 

upticks in anxiety, suicides, 
addictive and self-destructive 
behavior, and post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD). Long-
term statistics won’t be available 
for months.
 “The mental anguish 
from our current coronavirus 
pandemic is disastrous. Living 
in a world of constant fear and 
change, people are struggling to 
cope. We are starting to see rising 
numbers in depression, anxiety, 
PTSD, thoughts of suicide, 
substance abuse, and relational 
conflicts,” said Dr. Katja Pohl, a 
local Clinical Health and Trauma 
Psychologist. 
 “There isn’t enough 
support for people to understand 
what they are struggling with and 
how to get help. It’s necessary for 
us all to work together to provide 
the essential psychoeducation, 
reduce mental health stigma and 
offer treatment.”
 Paul Koretz is the 
elected Councilmember for the 
5th Disttrict which includes the 
city of Encino. 

The mental anguish 
from our current 

coronavirus pandemic 
is disastrous. Living in 

a world of constant fear 
and change, people are 

struggling to cope.

RantZ and RavZ
By Dennis Zine
 As the coronavirus “Stay 
at Home” restrictions are relaxed 
and slowly lifted, be watchful for 
what the state, county and city 
officials have in store for you 
and your wallet.  More FEES and 
additional TAXES.  
  I believe that public 
pressure and community protests 
have helped force officials 
to begin to relax the “Safe at 
Home” directives.  What was first 
announced as three more months 
of the “Safe at Home” process 
for Los Angeles quickly changed  
to a slow opening of business 
operations days later.  
 With all the 
complications and red tape 
imposed by government officials, 
business owners will be stressed 
to comply with the complications 
imposed by government. 
As business returns to some 
normalcy, we will all need to 
adjust to new procedures.
  When you drive down 
your local streets looking for 
those familiar “OPEN” sign, 
take a moment and check out 
the number of vacant store 
fronts displaying “FOR LEASE” 
or “FOR SALE” signs on the 
property.  The pandemic has 

caused a large number of business 
operations to permanently close  
and leave the retail trades.
  When it is all said 
and done, watch for new and 
additional government fees and 
taxes placed on a number of 
products and services.  There is 
never a fee or tax the government 
does not think about imposing 
upon you.  Just remember these 
words from RantZ and RaveZ…. 
 Just Say NO to ANY and 
ALL new TAXES you are asked 
to vote for…..NO, NO, HELL 
NO!!  This applies to all tax 
increases you are asked to vote 
for……You have been deceived 
before and the “system” will try 
to convince and will actually 
deceive you again.  This is for all 
proposed new TAXES.         
  Brighter days lay ahead 
when we can again attend religious 
services, dine at local restaurants 
and most of all purchase a new 
car with 0% financing for up to 
eight years.  Anyone looking for 
that new Chevy Corvette?
 Be safe and smile!  
Better and brighter days lay ahead 
for all of us…..I hope, pray and 
think! 
 Dennis P.  Zine is a 
native of Los Angeles who retired 
from the LAPD after serving 33 
years.  Dennis remains an active 
Level 1 LAPD Reserve Officer. 
Dennis served for two years as 
the vice chairman on the Elected 
Los Angeles City Charter Reform 
Commission and was a member 
of the Los Angeles City Council 
for 12 years.        
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Call 818-313-9545 or email 
EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

to advertise!

Pull Back
The Curtain 

Today! Go to
FreeMarketingConsultation.com

Discover Proven Ways to 
Save Time and Money on 
Your Sales and Marketing.

Get Results Now!

YULO
FF Crea

tive

Marke
ting

 Sol
utio

ns

BURNT TOASTMASTERS
Seeking New Members!

Meet Every Thursday 7-9 am
Label’s Table Deli

19005 Ventura Blvd., Encino
Interested? Call Ron  Rosate

818.284.0275

BOB’S LOCKSMITH SHOP
COMMERCIAL HARDWARE

Security Specialist

Get a Quote...We’ll Beat It!

(818) 340-0421  (310) 592-8357

How to Pivot Your Business
By Hank Yuloff
 As small business 
owners, we are dealing with an 
economic recession for the first 
time since 2007 and 2008, while 
adding that the cause is not the 
‘normal’ economic cycle. The big 
question is, how are you going 
to pivot your marketing program 
to fit the new paradigm? In fact, 
how are you going to pivot your 
business during Covid-19?  What 
can you do to insure the survival 
of your business?
 As small business 
coaches, we are certain that 
by now you have seen that no 
matter how you define the word 
community, local through world-
sized, there is a definite change 
in your community.  There is 
a definite change in how your 
community relates to itself and its 
members.  There is a huge change 
in how your community is seeing 
your business.
 The first thing that 
changed were our buying habits. 
Normally, we teach our private 
coaching clients that there is 
a two-part question they must 
answer in order to make the sale.  
The question is “Why buy from 
me instead of my competitors?” 
and the argument you must make 
is  “Here, let me tell you why.”  
Now, the third option, which has 
always existed, but under normal 
times does not come into play that 
often, is more prevalent.  That 
question is “Should you buy at 
all?”
 As a business owner, if 
you are going to successfully pivot 
your business during Covid-19, 
you must currently answer that 
question first to attract attention. 
It has already begun to happen 
in the larger marketplaces.  We 
are seeing that automotive 
manufacturers all say some 
version of “If, during this time 
you need a vehicle…” instead 
of leading with the features 
and benefits of their particular 
model. They are leading with no 
payments for a certain amount 
of time, assuming that you think 
things will get better soon, so 
why not take advantage of getting 
a deal on a car, now? This is right 
out of their “How to sell cars 
during a recession” playbook. 
They’re even offering contactless 
delivery of your vehicle.
 We are seeing that in 
pizza delivery ads too.  Have you 
noticed that the major chains are 
talking about how they deliver 
your pizza without having ever 
touched it instead of the value 
they bring? They are answering 
that third question first.  Both 
examples, automotive companies 
and pizza delivery companies are 
relying that you, the consumer, 
will remember their years 
of previous feature/benefit 
advertising.
 So what are you 
supposed to do?  Get used to a 

few new rules.
 First is to embrace 
the “Era of Social Distancing.”  
Obviously it is not going away, 
which is difficult for us because 
at Yuloff Creative we are “Hugs, 
Handshake and High Fives” kind 
of people. Even if every case of 
Covid-19 were to miraculously 
just disappear, it will take a 

long time for things to get back 
to normal. I remember that after 
the 1994 Northridge Earthquake, 
I realized that in July I had not 
traveled to see clients in the north 
San Fernando Valley.  That’s 
where there was still damage.  I 
was gun shy since our house 
was just two miles south of the 
epicenter.  Now the entire world 
is the epicenter and we are all in 
the middle of it.  When will we 
all, collectively, travel north?
 But your business has to 
make money, so we will all need 
to change the sales and marketing 
strategy that we were using just a 
short while ago.
 To pivot your business 
during Covid-19, you are going 
to have to embrace your digital 
marketplace. For some of you 
reading this there was a ‘no big 
deal’ reaction, while others had a 
‘oh no, that’s a big deal’ reaction.  
We have a client, a business lawyer 
in Sherman Oaks who sees this as 
an opportunity.  Steinberg Law 
set up their practice as a boutique 
practice that can suddenly and 
easily compete with large law 
firms who have yet to figure out 
how to work remotely. Those 
firms are used to ‘wooing’ a client 
with face-to-face meetings (and 
MAYBE paying for parking). 
The same goes for a business 
printer, Peacock Print Co.  Mary 
Johnson has never relied on 
using a store front location. She 
is able to compete far easier than 
her ‘retail location land-locked’ 
competitors. By going digital, she 
is able to operate. 
 That does not mean you 
can go full ahead without being 
very careful with your business.  
A non-profit group of low-income 
homes has found that they must 
take extra steps before they can 
allow a new resident to move in. 
We have worked for two years to 
prepare her business to be in the 
position to be more selective, but 
the message is universal for many 
business owners: Protect your 
business before moving forward.
 With video conferencing 

software your small business can 
still schedule and hold virtual 
meetings with your staff, your 
customers, your prospects and 
everyone else who is important 
to your business.  We have found 
this to already be very beneficial 
to build relationships, even if 
we cannot be face-to-face. At 
the same time, many customers 
are staying at home, spending 
hours online and looking at their 
devices.  Since you are going 
to pivot your business during 
Covid-19, we see this as a great 
time to accelerate your digital 
marketing strategies.  This 
includes your blogs, your social 
media, email marketing and 
digital ads. 

 
 
 We would like to give 
you a free tool that will help 
you pivot your business during 
Covid-19. The first is your own 
free marketing consultation 
where we can get you focused 
on a new successful path. Most 
small business owners that take 
advantage of this conversation 
report back to us that this success 
call was worth at least $10,000 
in increased sales and savings 
to their bottom line. Let’s begin 
our conversation by increasing 
your profits. Go now to www.
FreeMarketingConsultation.
com.  
 Let’s get started 
on your pivot. Let’s all start 
heading North again. We are 
looking forward to working 
with you.
 Hank and Sharyn 
Yuloff are business coaches 
specializing in marketing, sales 
and human resources. 

To pivot your business during 
Covid-19, you are going to 

have to embrace your digital 
marketplace.
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Absolute Pilates Upstairs
21208 Costanso Street Suite 2
Woodland Hills, CA
818 226-0695
absolutepilatesupstairs.com

- Conni Ponturo

Your whitest teeth.
Not in three months. 
Not in three weeks.

By tonight.

Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.

The revolutionary new way 
to whiten your teeth.

Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.

Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.

And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
Woodland Hills  818.224.2970

Itching for Freedom
Are You Offering Zoom Classes to Stay Active? 

Stay Grounded? Stay Motivated During This 

Time?

We’d Love to Spread the Word! Email Us at
 EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com

By Allie Priore
 Hey there Encino and 
happy Friday! We have made it 
another week through this strange 
period of quarantine. I wanted 
to take a moment to remind you 
that you have made it this far 
and you should feel so proud of 
yourselves. I wanted to use this 
week to talk about ways to help 
ease the sense of restlessness. 
Over these past few weeks, I 
noticed myself and those I talked 
to mentioning how the cabin 

fever syndrome is really starting 
to set in and naturally so. The 
weather is getting warmer, our 
moods are easily more agitated 
and the itch to go to the beach or 
a park is starting to overwhelm 
us. We must continue to each do 
our due diligence and stay home 
to see ourselves and our loved 
ones healthy. Here are some ways 
to help you scratch that itch.
 Get outside (responsibly, 
of course).
 If you are quarantined 
with a yard, take advantage of it. 
Take your workout outdoors or sit 
outside and read a book. For those 
who don’t have a yard, take a 
walk around your neighborhood. 
Be sure to wear a mask on your 
walk and be mindful of social 
distancing if you see others out 
and about. Even just a quick 20 
minutes outside can make a huge 

difference in your mental state 
and mood. 
 Find a creative outlet — 
get crafty! 
 I recently just purchased 
my first knitting kit and I am so 
excited for it! Take up a new hobby 
such as sewing, needlepoint or 
cross stitch. Maybe you order a 
paint by numbers kit (a popular 
quarantine activity these days) 
or do some puzzles. Maybe you 
just color or draw. But utilize the 
creative part of your brain and 
work that muscle. 
 The possibilities are 
endless when it comes to creative 
projects. You will find time seems 
to go by quicker and you have an 
outlet to express and release your 
feelings.
 Read a new book. 
 I guarantee there is at 
least ONE book you have always 
said you wanted to read but 
have not. Stop making excuses 
and commit to it. Books can be 
ordered and there is no shortage 
of options for you to choose from. 
Maybe even start a book club 
with friends. I am a part of a book 
club and we have continued to 
meet virtually through this time. 
It is something I look forward to 
every month, I get to read so many 
different kinds of books I may not 
have ever thought of picking up 
and it gives me something to do 
with my time. 
 Try a new workout. 
 We as humans are 

creatures of habit, no way around 
that. Right now there is so much 
information out there for you to 
utilize at your fingertips. Many 
studios and trainers have turned to 
online classes through Instagram 
or Facebook. Nike has released 
all of their premium workouts 
for free on their app which 
include a range of options from 
HIIT to yoga to actual weeklong 
programs. Do not be afraid to 
switch your routine. Your body 
and mind will thank you. 
 Meditate.
 Recently, the meditation 
app Headspace launched free 
programs for all Angelenos. 
Just the fact that you live in Los 
Angeles County allows you to 
sign up through the app and 
access various kinds of breathing 
exercises or meditation exercises. 
They also offer work out 

programs and other various kinds 
of modalities for you to check 
out. 
 Remember your mental 
health is just as important as your 
physical health. Incorporating 
some simple breath work into 
your days can help ease that 
feeing of being unsettled. 

 
 Now these are just a few 
tips and ideas for you that can help 
ease that feeling of restlessness. 
It may seem simple but often we 
forget that the simple things are 
sometimes the most beneficial. 
 When the itch gets 
strong — and trust me it will — 
just remind yourself that we are 
all doing this together. And that 
we as a community must stick 
together, do our due diligence 
and stay home so that we and 
those we love can stay safe and 
healthy. Remember, this is only 
temporary and this too shall pass. 
Stay strong Encino!
 Allie Priore is a certified 
Pilates instructor in the LA area. 
You can catch her teaching live 
30-minute Pilates mat classes 
on Instagram Thursdays and 
Saturdays at 10:30 am at @
avenir_losangeles.

We forget that the simple 
things are sometimes the 

most beneficial.
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GET CARE WHEN YOU NEED IT

Life may be 
on pause.

Your health    
  isn’t.

LA IS BETTER TOGETHER

For those who stay in and those who work through the night. 
For those who share their food and comfort, their hopes and fears. 

For all that you’ve done in this great City of Angels, we see you and appreciate you. 
Life may be on pause. Your health isn’t. We’re here to take care of you.

For more information visit 
bettertogether.health

2030654_LA CONSORTIUM PRINT AD_10x14.pdf 5/19/20   2:34 PM
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HEALTH & FITNESS

FOR A FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

Email “Register Me” to
 EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 

Visit Suddenly65.com to subscribe! 

Mask Marketing! Put Your Name On It

Relax with Monday Meditation

 New orders this week mandate 
wearing masks any time you are outside. 
Employees must wear them as well. Why not 
make the  mask work for you?
 Mark Sterling, owner of World’s 
Greatest Promotional Stuff in Tarzana, is 
custom printing facial masks with corporate 
names and logos.  “This essential item can 
now be a marketing tool for your business,” 
he told Valley News Group. “It brings new 
meaning to ‘in your face’ messaging!” 
 Sterling has been in the promotional 
products industry for over 35 years and 
says “I have seen and done almost every 
promotional product out there, but nothing is 
more important than the one we are offering 
now because it could actually save lives.”
 The masks are a terrific customer 
giveaway that people will use daily. Sterling 
can produce quantities up to 1000 and more. 
He also offers a full range of promotional 
products, including personalized hand 
sanitizers.
 World’s Greatest Promotional Stuff 
is located at 19353 Ventura Blvd. Call (818) 
705-8121 to order. 

 Conni Ponturo, owner 
of Absolute Pilates Upstairs, is 
expanding her online offerings 
with Monday meditation!
 Rejuvenate your mind 
and body with virtual meditation 
streamed live every Monday 
evening at 6:30 pm. Classes are 
priced at just $5 and are held via 

Zoom for 40 minutes. Keep your 
mind and body rejuvenated from 
the comfort of your own home! 
Attendees can choose to either 
sign up for a weekly schedule or a 
drop-in class. Those that purchase 
any of her all-access mat Pilates 
classes are automatically enrolled 
for free in a meditation session! 

Ponturo has also expanded her 
offerings with both morning and 
evening fitness classes! For a 
full list of options and to sign up, 
visit store.conniponturomedia.
com. For an extra daily dose of 
health, text “Self-Care” to 26786 
to receive a free short exercise 
video every morning!

Health Systems Unite 
to Encourage Patients 

to Put Health First
 Six of Los Angeles 
County’s largest nonprofit health 
systems with hospitals, clinics and 
care facilities across the region 
have come together united in a 
mission to encourage community 
members to put health first and 
access care when needed.  
  Dignity Health, Cedars-
Sinai, Providence, UCLA Health, 
Keck Medicine of USC and Kaiser 
Permanente,  have launched 
public service announcements 
called BetterTogether.Health with 
themes that include “Life may 
be on pause. Your health isn’t,” 
“Thanks L.A. for doing your 
part,” and “Get care when you 
need it.” 
  Among issues the 
educational campaign is 
addressing are the growing 
concerns by health professionals 
that many people are not seeking 
needed medical advice and 
assistance when critical to do 
so. Health care providers remain 
committed and available to 
serving the community’s health 
care needs – including emergency, 
primary, specialty and urgent 
care.  
 Combining resources 
demonstrates the organizations 
are in this together, will 
accomplish more together, and 
will get through this together. 
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Experiment > Experience 

Topanga Banjo Fiddle Contest 
and Folk Festival Presents Virtual 
Contest: Gimme Shelter (in place)

 This year 
would have marked 
the 60th Topanga 
Banjo Fiddle Contest 
and Folk Festival 
but given current 
circumstances, the 
festival has decided 
to go virtual with 
a contest! In the 
spirit of folk music 
and its rich history 
of perseverance, 
the festival folks 
have decided to 
commemorate this 
year with their first 
ever virtual contest 
entitled Gimme 
Shelter (in place).  
 Contestants 
are asked to get 
creative and record a 
video that reflects this period of 
isolation. All videos must have 
been recorded during this time 
of quarantine to be considered so 

video quality may not be ideal but 
it’s all about your performance 
anyway!
  For a full list 
of rules and guidelines on how 

to submit your video, 
visit topangabanjofiddle.
org. It’s absolutely free 
to enter, cash prizes will 
be rewarded and the 
winners will most likely 
be announced late July. 
Applications will be 
accepted until June 1.
  L a u n c h e d 
in 1961, The Topanga 
Banjo Fiddle Contest 
and Folk Festival is the 
forerunner of countless 
folk art festivals across 
the country. 
  Famous former 
Topanga contestants 
include: Jackson Browne, 
David Lindley, Taj 
Mahal, John Hartford, 
Byron Berline, Dan 
Crary, Frank Hamilton, 

The Show Ponies, Erik Darling, 
John Hickman, Stuart Duncan, 
Steve Martin and The Dustbowl 
Revival. 

By Britt Campbell 
 Encino, have you been 
at your creative and productive 
peak? Because there sure are days 
where I am most 
certainly not.  
 It’s on 
those days that, 
inevitably, a well-
meaning colleague 
mentions that Sir 
Isaac Newton 
formulated the 
theory of universal 
gravitation during 
the plague. 
 W e l l , 
that’s a pretty 
high bar all things 
considered. But 
looking at the 
creativity coming out of arts and 
culture organizations over the 
past three months lets me know 
that the art field, like Sir Isaac 
Newton, is thriving. In times of 
change, it seems experimentation 
may be more possible, and even 
encouraged. 
 So, Encino, here’s a 
recap of some of my personal 
favorite things that have happened 
in the arts and culture field in the 
last two months.
  1. Tim the Cowboy 
(#HashtagTheCowboy) 
 There’s a conspiracy 
theory in the museum field 
that Tim is fake, but I refuse to 
succumb to the haters. Never 

heard of Tim? He’s the head of 
security at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum in 
Oklahoma City. Back in March 

Tim was asked to take on social 
media management while the 
museum is closed and well, 
needless to say, his efforts 
have gone global. What 
has ensued are authentic, 
relatable tweets, and posts 
(Instagram and Facebook) of 
someone trying to understand 
social media norms and the 
infamous #hashtag. It’s this 
wholesome content that has 
brought a spark of laughter 
in the darkness and naturally, 
has inspired its own line of 
swag further boosting what 
once was a fairly unheard of 
museum. For reference, the 
museum pre-Tim had about 

8,000 Twitter followers. Today 
their number comes in at 307,700. 
 2. #MetGalaChallenge
 The first Monday in May 
usually marks the annual benefit, 
The Met Gala, which celebrates 
The Costume Institute’s spring 
exhibition opening. Missing 
from the world stage thanks to 
coronavirus was a slew of fashion 
industry darlings in themed 
black-tie attire. 
 Enter Billy Porter,  
who in partnership with Vogue, 
announced via Vogue’s Instagram 
the #MetGalaChallenge to 
recreate your favorite red carpet 
look from a past Met Gala. Who 
knew what the world really 
needed was not another red carpet 
but a display of DIY ingenuity?! 
 Further, some 

individuals put their own spin 
on glamourous attire by donning 
their best ballgown to take 
out the trash. As one 
participant expressed, the 
bins seemed to be “going 
out” more than them so 
why not dress up for the 
occassion?!
 3 . C o l l e c t i n g 
Community History 
 The Autry 
Museum of the American 
West is uniquely situated 
in the cultural landscape 
of Los Angeles. As both 
a history and art museum, 
it positions moments 
of popular culture in 
dialogue with the multiple 
histories of the American 
West. 

 With an eye 
towards creating 
direct communication 
between the museum and 
the communities that make 
up the American West, the 
Autry announced a new 
“Collecting Community 
History Initiative.” It’s an 
open call for oral histories, 
family recipes and DIY 
masks aimed at capturing 
the daily experiences during 
COVID-19. It serves as a  
reminder that despite being 
physically apart, communities 
persist and flourish through 
creative forms of sharing.

 4. Recreating famous 
works of art.
 In the same theme of 

the Met Gala 
challenge, an 
internet call 
was sounded 
for people 
to recreate 
famous works 
of art utilizing 
w h a t e v e r 
materials they 
had lying 
around the 
house. In true 
social media 
fashion, the 
internet did 
not disappoint. 
G o o g l e 
“ r e c r e a t i n g 
f a m o u s 
paintings at 
home” and the 

unlimited options don’t fail to 
amaze and entertain.     
 So, Sir Issac, you 
may have formed the theory 
of gravity, but it seems arts and 
culture organizations are using 
the quarantine experiments as 
reminders of what holds us all 
together. Be well Encino, and 
if you have a crazy idea you’ve 
been thinking about trying, just 
do it!  
 Britt Campbell currently 
works at The Autry Museum in 
Los Angeles. 

Outdoor Recreation
 Amenities Begin to Reopen

 The Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation 
has started reopening tennis and pickleball courts, equestrian centers, 
BMX bike areas, trap, and skeet/archery ranges, model airplanes, and 
community gardens, based on stage two of the reopening plan for the 
County of Los Angeles. 
 LA County Parks has modified its operations to reopen these 
amenities with strict health guidelines to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19; implementing the use of masks when not in play, social 
distancing and increased sanitization practices.
 “We are delighted to be able to reopen some of our non-
contact amenities so the community can safely enjoy the emotional and 
physical benefits provided by parks,” said Norma E. García, Acting 
Director of LA County Parks. “We remind the public that adherence 
to guidelines and precautions is critical to safely operate these open 
facilities and continue to do their part during this transition stage with 
COVID-19.”
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Disney Store

Elevate Your Happy Hour!
 Looking to spice up your at-home cocktails but missing 
that crucial ingredient? Let Joey do all the prep for you! Joey 
Restaurant is now offering some of their favorite libations in 
their new cocktail kits with all you need to make your favorite 
cocktails at home. Choose from an Aperol Spritz, Negroni, 
Whiskey Business, Margarita, or the Joey Mule. Each kit is 
available for delivery on DoorDash or pick up. Call Joey at the 
Village at Westfield Topanga at (818) 340-5639. We’ll drink to 
that!

Treat Yourself!

  With the weather getting warmer, what 
better way to cool down than with a sweet treat?! Get 
your freezers ready as Pressed Juicery has introduced 
their newest product, Frozen - a take-home non-dairy 
dessert, ready to enjoy in four creamy plant-based 
flavors and sweetened with maple syrup. They’re 
made with a simple ingredient base of coconut cream 
and almonds, formulated without chemical additives 
often found in popular non-dairy ice creams, making 
it a uniquely nutritious choice. With four flavors- 

matcha, strawberry, vanilla and chocolate, there’s a flavor for everyone. Mini sizes are even available so 
why not try all four?! These desserts are available for pick up and delivery at Westfield Topanga. Call 
(818) 704-1296 to place your order!

 Join the Studio City Library every Tuesday and Thursday at 3 
pm for special bite-sized interviews with select authors! Through their 
Instagram live account (@StudioCityLAPL), the library will interview 
adult or YA authors on Tuesdays and children’s authors on Thursdays. 
Hear about their books, the writing life, and maybe even learn a special 
skill. Jennifer Brody (Continuum Trilogy) is schedule for May 26 and 
Kitty Felde (Welcome to Washington) will be interviewed on May 28. 
More authors for future dates will be announced soon!

Author Scoop

TCCC Virtual Book Club
 The Tarzana Community and Cultural Center will host 
their Book Forum on May 27 at 7:30 pm via Zoom. This month 
they will be discussing the book Olive, Again by Elizabeth 
Strout. If you would like to attend, send an email to Leslie Dunn 
(ldunn5227@gmail.com) and you will receive an invitation to join 
the group. 
 These times of being quarantined present a great 
opportunity to enjoy the pleasures of reading by escaping into a 
captivating story. If you have not attended the book forum before, 
this is the perfect time to check it out! All are welcome!

 Young Art is launching a summer camp with lessons in 
drawing, clay sculpture, science experiments, origami, culinary art, 
Lego brick design, jewelry making, horticulture, recycled art and 
digital art. This virtual camp will offer kids the chance to get creative 
while at home with varying classes designed not only for different 
interests but age groups as well. Kicking off on June 8, classes are 
offered every weekday with both a morning and afternoon session. The 
age groups are divided into K through 2nd and 3rd through 6th.  With 
limited resources, the camp is committed to offering program activities 
using common household items for camp supplies but a camp supply 
kit will be made available for purchase for those interested. PLUS, 
all Westfield Topanga patrons will receive an additional 10% off their 
Virtual Summer Camp fee with code TOPANGACAMP8D2K. Visit 
youngartusa.co/camps to view the various camp sign up options and 
get your child set for summer! 

Young Art Virtual Camp 2020

#WestfieldDelivers
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Encino Eateries Open 
For Delivery & Take Out

 Shop small and support your local businesses who are still 
open and offering either takeout or delivery! While we tried to be as 
comprehensive as possible, our apologies if we may have missed your 
favorites. Attempts were made to call restaurants directly and check their 
social media to confirm their status but many calls were unanswered. Our 
effort was to try to help our local eateries stay open, and let our readers 
know what resources are available to them.

Robek’s Fresh Fruit 
& Smoothies

 4922 Balboa Blvd.
(747) 282-3322

9 am to 6 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes 
Delivery: Yes

        Claudine Artisan  
      Kitchen & Bakeshop 
      16350 Ventura Blvd. 

(818) 616-3838
8 am to 6 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
   Delivery: Postmates,    

       DoorDash, UberEats 
    
          Buca di Beppo  

17500 Ventura Blvd.
(818) 995-3288

      11 am to 9 pm Daily 
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

      $30 mininum order 
 
     Lusy’s Mediterranean  
 Cafe & Grill  

16200 Ventura Blvd.  
 (818) 849-5653

10 am to 8 pm (Mon-Wed)
10 am to 9 pm (Thurs-Fri)

11 am to 9 pm (Sat) 
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Katsu-Ya
16542 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 788-2396
12 pm to 9 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Coral Tree Cafe
17499 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 789-8733
9 am to 8 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Fat Sal’s Deli
16901 Ventura Blvd.

(855) 682-4373
11 am to 12 am Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates

The Stand
17000 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 788-2700
11 am to 8 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash, 

Postmates

Mulberry Street Pizza
17040 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 906-8881
11 am to 10 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Delmonico’s
16358 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 986-0777
11 am to 8 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash

CPK Encino
16100 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 907-7783
11 am to 7 pm (M-T)

11 am to 8 pm (Fri/Sat/Sun)
Takout: Yes, Curbside

Delivery: Yes

Maria’s Italian Kitchen
16608 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 783-2920
11:30 am to 8 pm (M-F)
4 pm to 8 pm (Sat/Sun)

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes, $7.95 fee

Philly’s Best
17200 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 990-0977
11 am to 9 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash, 
Grubhub, Postmates

Chick-Fil-A
17660 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 881-8287
6 am to 10 pm (Mon-Sat)

Closed Sundays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Cho Cho San
4924 Balboa Blvd.

(818) 981-4664
11 am to 8:30 pm (M-T)

11:30 am to 9 pm (Fri/Sat)
11:30 am to 8 pm (Sun)

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash

Dunkin Donuts
4920 Balboa Blvd.

(818) 995-0555
5 am to 7 pm Daily

Hours Changing Soon- Call
Takeout: Yes

Delivery: GrubHub

Jerry’s Famous Deli
16650 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 906-1800
9 am to 8 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: GrubHub

Chili’s Grill & Bar
17240 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 906-8469
11 am to 9:30 pm Daily
Takeout: Yes, Curbside
Delivery: DoorDash, 

alcohol delivery

Paris Baguette
17136 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 817-0048
8 am to 8 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Panda Express
17200 Ventura Blvd.

(213) 634-3178
10:30 am to 7 pm (M-Sat)
11 am to 9 pm (Sunday)

Takeout: No
Delivery: DoorDash, 

GrubHub

Yamato
17200 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 905-9920
2 pm to 9 pm (M-F)

2 pm to 10 pm (Sat & Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Crumble Patisserie
17233 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 469-6270
9 am to 8 pm Daily
Making Cakes Only

EuroAsia
17209 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 205-9311
12 pm to 6 pm (M-S)

Closed Sundays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

McDonald’s
17641 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 995-0052
15700 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 784-0117
5 am to Midnight (pickup)

24/7 Drive Thru
Takeout: Yes

Delivery: UberEats

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
17245 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 990-1500
2 pm to 10 pm (M-F)

12 pm to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

The Nook
17316 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 385-1271
7 am to 3 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Okumura Sushi
17302 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 986-9712
11:30 am to 2 pm (T-F)

5 pm to 7 pm (Sun-Thurs)
5 pm to 8 pm (Fri & Sat)

Closed Mondays
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Black Bear Diner
18355 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 457-4071
6 am to 9 pm (Sun-Thurs)
6 am to 10 pm (Fri & Sat)

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: DoorDash, 
UberEats, Postmates

Kushiyu
18713-15 Ventura Blvd.

(8181) 609-9050
11:30 am to 2:15 pm (M-F)
12 pm to 2 pm (Sat & Sun)
5:30 pm to 10:15 pm (M-T)
5:30 pm to 10:45 pm (F-S)

5 pm to 10 pm (Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Gio Cucina Napoletana
15826 Ventura Blvd. 2nd Fl

(818) 905-7446
11:30 am to 2 pm 

5 pm to 9 pm (M-F)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

Uncle Bernie’s Deli
17615 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 990-6346
6:30 am to 9 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

 

Ameci Encino
15615 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 906-0597
10 am to 9 pm (M-T)

10 am to 10 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes

Delivery: Yes, GrubHub, 
Postmates, DoorDash

The Habit
17132 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 783-6162
10:30 am to 9 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Yes

CiCi’s Cafe
18912 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 881-6704
7:30 am to 3 pm (M-F)

7:30 am to 4 pm (Sat-Sun)
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: No

Fresh Brothers
16060 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 528-2100
11 am to 9 pm (M-W)

11 am to 10 pm (T-Sun)
Delivery: Yes, Grubhub, 

Postmates, UberEats, 
HungerRush

Takeout: Yes, Curbside

The Spot
17200 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 783-2233
11 am to 11 pm Daily

Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Postmates, 

UberEats

Tel Aviv Grill
17201 Ventura Blvd.

(818) 774-9400
Only Phone Orders

Tarzana Wine & Spirits
18839 Ventura Blvd

(818) 342-0355
9 am to 9 pm
Takeout:Yes

Delivery: DoorDash, 
Postmates

Scratch Bar and Kitchen
16101 Ventura Blvd #255

(818) 646-6085
4:30 pm to 8 pm

Takeout: Yes, Curbside 
Pickup
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REALTORS 
Showcase Your Hot Properties 

Here!
Call 818-313-9545 

    I’m Your Certified Seniors
      Real Estate Specialist.®

Kevin Pike
REALTOR®
(818) 571-1508
KevinPike@ColdwellBanker.com

CalDRE #01990544

      Need to Find a
    Better Place to
         Call Home?

Tired of climbing stairs? Does your home 
require too much maintenance? 
 “Selling your home is more than just selling a house.  
  It’s about helping you find a better place to call home.  
  My personalized care has helped many seniors find 
  their most ideal living environments.” 

Call me today to help you or your loved one find
your next dream home and a much better living 
environment! Helping first-time buyers to seniors! 
 

Fighting on Two Fronts:
Preparing for Fire Season While 

Fighting a Pandemic
 California Governor 
Gavin Newsom led off his daily 
briefing last week by saying, “We 
have to walk and chew gum at the 
same time.” 
 Obviously the current 
focus is on fighting COVID-19 
but now also on mitigating and 
fighting fires as we move into 
wildfire season. 

 Especially in Southern 
California, wildfires aren’t a 
question of if, but only a question 
of when.
 At the briefing Cal Fire 
Chief Thom Porter stated that 
from January to May 10 of this 
year we’ve already had 1,100 
wildfires in the state.
 As Newsom said, “The 
hots are getting hotter, the drys 
are getting dryer.” This new 
reality means a stronger focus on 
wildfire planning and prevention - 
even in the midst of the pandemic.
 Chief Porter emphasized 
three important factors: 
preparedness, prevention and 
response.
 He stressed residents 
need to prepare now in order 
to protect life and property. 
“Everyone in California has a part 
in this,” he said. 
 Preparedness starts with 
creating defensible space around 
your home and hardening your 
structure with ember-resistant 
material to make it  impervious 
to fire. He also said everyone 
should reach out to neighbors, 
elderly friends and family 
members to help them  prepare. A 
simple  check list is available at 
readyforwildfire.org.
 Preparedness steps 
include creating a buffer between 
a building on your property and 
the grass, trees, shrubs, or any 
wildland area that surround 
it. Put together an emergency 
kit with a three-day supply of 
non-perishable food and water, 
prescriptions and medications, 

change of clothes, glasses, first 
aid kit, flashlights, keys, etc. Also 
have a family communication and 
evacuation plan. 
 Prevention includes 
keeping fires small and keeping 
them out of populated areas. “We 
need to be proactive this year,” 
said Porter, “to save lives and 
property.” To that end Newsom 
said the state has purchased 
new engines, hired 600 more 
personnel for Cal Fire, and are 
seeing the arrival of 12 newly 
purchased  Blackhawk fire-
fighting helicopters.

 Porter said that Cal Fire 
is responsible for fires on and off 
federal lands and that they “lead 
that charge.” He added that fire 
fighting, however, is a “team 
sport” and requires cooperation 
of federal and local partners - and 
residents.  “More than any other 
time we have more coordination 
because of the pandemic.” 
 Newsom said, “The fight 
is in front of us every fire season,” 
but added that “California is 
preparing for a particularly 
tough fire season as it continues 
its efforts to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.”

The hots are getting hotter, 
the drys are getting dryer...
California is preparing for a 
particularly tough fire season.
   
          -Governor Gavin Newsom
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David Arquette Sells Encino Home in 
Off-Market Deal

 Actor David Arquette 
(“Scream”) is seemingly on 
a selling spree as he recently 
sold off yet another one of his 
properties – a midcentury ranch-
style home in Encino for $5 
million in an off-market deal. 
Arquette purchased the home just 
three years ago from fellow actor 
Kate Walsh (“Grey’s Anatomy”) 
for $4.6 million.
 Nestled in the Royal 
Oaks neighborhood, the 
4,332-square-foot main house 
boasts four bedrooms and three-
and-a-half baths plus a one-
bedroom detached guesthouse on 
the acre property. 
 While the bedrooms are 
situated in their own wing, much 

of the house is designed to boast 
views and direct access to the 
backyard. 
 The ranch house door 
opens onto a cavernous living 
room with exposed wood beams 
and a unique gold leaf–fronted 
fireplace. In reflecting the theme 
of open space, the formal dining 
room was designed with a wall 
of windows that face the rear 
of the property with retractable 
glass sliders that can push aside 
for flow of indoor-outdoor 
entertaining. The kitchen mirrors 
the gold-leaf accent of the living 
room with gold handles on navy 
drawers, while the family room 
boasts a black-painted ceiling and 
navy blue walls.

 The abode’s outdoor 
offerings include an oversized 
swimming pool, extensive 
terracing,   a lighted tennis 
court, fire pit and perhaps most 
unusual, a boxing ring. Arquette 
had it installed when he wanted 
to dabble in professional boxing 
as a second career. 
 Earlier this year, 
Arquette sold a 5,100-square-
foot mountain retreat in Lake 
Arrowhead for $1.35 million, 
an increase from his purchasing 
price of $1.285 million. 
 The youngest of five, 
David Arquette is part of the 
illustrious Arquette family, 
whose entertainment work has 
spread over several generations.
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We are grateful for those who have our back in this 
important time.  The list is long, but we want to 
thank our first responders and front-line workers.

Especially in critical times, newspapers have your back.  
COVID-19 is a national story that is impacting you at home and at work. 
Your local newspaper is keeping you informed with current events in  
your neighborhood and is bringing communities together in these 
challenging times.    

From the actions your local government is taking,  to  lists of local stores 
that are delivering and tips on what to do while you’re at home, your  
local newspaper is committed to bringing you the news you need, 
when you need it.  
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