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NEWS IN BRIEF A Christmas “Tail” of Salvation

 While most Encino residents are used to coyotes 
roaming their neighborhood, one Ring camera caught a rare 
moment of a ferocious feline guest prowling through a backyard 
during the night. The security camera captured a mountain lion 
casually strolling the side of a house, sniffing trashcans and most 
likely looking for food. No word on whether this is one of the 
numerous mountain lions currently being tracked but as many 
know, mountain lions are tracking more and more territory as 
they brave crossing freeways and venture off the mountains. 
Park service officials advise people who encounter mountain 
lions to never approach them, stay calm and attempt to make 
your presence bigger by expanding your wingspan. As both 
mountain lions and coyotes brave backyards, residents are also 
advised to keep pets inside or ensure they are safely barricaded 
from potential intruders. 

 With increasing reports of scammers impersonating Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power employees demanding 
payment, the West Valley LAPD is encouraging people to use 
caution. Fraudulent individuals are deceiving individuals into 
thinking they have water and power bills that must be immediately 
paid or risk service shutoff. The LAPD stresses that government 
agencies will never call to collect payment over the phone and if 
such an incident occurs to hang up and report the incident to your 
local police department. For all non-emergencies, call 877-ASK-
LAPD. 

Mountain Lion Strolls 
Through Encino Backyard

Phone Scammers Impersonating LADWP

By Christopher James
 If you’re not a dog lover, 
you may not connect. Flip to the 
articles about the local business 
bootcamps or the myriad of 
entertainment options happening 
around town. However, need 
I remind you that isn’t this 
the season of Hallmark happy 
endings, Chicken Soup for the 
Soul kind of tales and 
stories of Christmas 
miracles? The time 
when it seems a little 
extra magic is in the 
air?
 Now that 
I’ve set you up for 
what’s to come, let 
me tell you about 
an amazing tale, or 
tail as it would be...  
It all started about 
three years ago, or 
I should say about 
12 years ago when 
it was decided that 
our elderly mother 
now required 24-hour 
caregiver assistance. 
After struggling to 
find the right fit, 
we finally found 
an angel….Sandra. 
One thing that Mom 
and Sandra share 
in common is that 
they are both animal 
lovers.  Neither of 
them has ever met a stray dog, 
cat or bird with a broken wing 
they didn’t love and try to rescue. 
So, fittingly, out on one of their 
adventures about three years ago 
they came across a poor little 
abandoned white mutt. They 
named her Coco.
 Well, lo and behold, 
it turns out, when Mom and 
Sandra rescued Coco she was 
pregnant.  No, not Sandra silly, 
and certainly not Mom, but 
Coco the mutt was with child, or 
childs, or pups as you would say. 
Well Mom and Sandra couldn’t 
have been happier as the only 

thing that dog lovers love more 
than a dog is MORE dogs, and 
especially puppies. Fast -forward 
a few months and, with Sandra 
midwifing and Mom looking on, 
Coco gave birth to four healthy 
and adorable little pups.  Two 
looked just like Coco, mostly 
all white with wirey fluffy hair 
and two that looked like a Jack 

Russell type that has markings all 
over like a cow. 
 As soon as the puppies 
were old enough, two were 
given away to friends, Sandra 
and Mom kept one, and, surprise 
surprise…I took one.  Now, I’ve 
just outed myself as just as much 
of an animal lover as Mom and 
Sandra.  It’s true.  I already had 
two rescues, both Pomeranians, 
one big and one small. After the 
puppies were weaned I kept one 
of the Coco knockoffs, a beautiful 
little boy pup but I didn’t get to 
name him.  Sandra already had.  
He was “Pancho” and it seemed 

to fit as his first language was 
Spanish due to Sandra cooing 
and lullabying him in her native 
tongue, and also the name just 
seemed to fit.  Pancho as in 
Pancho Villa.  He was, and still 
is, a little outlaw always getting 
into trouble and barking at unseen 
threats and intruders. Pancho’s 
brother, whom Sandra and Mom 

kept, was named 
Lucas so Mom, 
Sandra, Coco and 
Lucas were one big 
happy family.
 However, there 
was trouble brewing 
in paradise.  Coco, it 
seems, had a problem 
with men.  While she 
was sweet as could be 
around Mom, Sandra, 
my sisters or any 
other girl or woman, 
she was hyper 
aggressive with men.  
She would attack me, 
my brother, the pool 
man, the gardener, 
Mom’s physical 
therapist or any other 
man who came into 
the household. Sadly, 
she must have been 
abused by some man 
or men in her life. We 
all just took it in stride 
and avoided her but 

Sandra made the tough 
decision and decided to give her 
away.  I wasn’t aware of this until 
one day I stopped by and Coco 
just wasn’t there.  It was implied 
that she had gone to a friend of 
Sandra’s and once again there 
was peace in the house.
 To simplify the story, 
that just about brings us up to 
today, except that another stray 
joined the household about a 
year ago.  Sparky is a formerly 
abused chihuahua who has 
checked into Sandra and Mom’s 
home for runaways and strays. 
Earlier this month, I was at 
  (continued to page 15)

 Fancy a furry friend joining you for the holidays? Pet 
Orphans of Southern California is asking the community if 
anyone would be willing to open up their home to a foster animal 
for a three-day Christmas getaway from December 24 to the 26. 
What better way to spread a little joy during the season than to 
give a cat or dog a little festive attention? Maybe your family is 
thinking of adopting and this is the perfect opportunity to see 
if it fits? Or maybe you just have the extra room in your house 
and your heart to share? Located in Van Nuys, Pet Orphans 
of Southern California is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization 
dedicated to the advancement of companion animal welfare 
and to combating overpopulation, abandonment and the need 
for euthanasia. Those interested in fostering (or adopting) can 
call the center at 818-901-0190 or email them at adoptions@
petorphans.org.

Foster a Pet for the Holidays
“Coco” - found years later at Salvation Army.
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CALENDAR

DECEMBER

Community Calendar
 * The SFV Arts & Cultural Center presents their 
4th annual exhibit “Uncommon Threads” until Saturday, 
December 21 at 18312 Oxnard Street in Tarzana. This non-
profit community art gallery and meeting space is free and open 
to the public Tuesday through Saturday from 11 am to 5 pm. 
Enjoy the art exhibit and stop by the Marketplace for locally 
handmade smaller art items perfect for holiday gift-giving!

 * Calm your body and your mind during gentle yoga 
for Adults every Friday at 10 am at the West Valley Regional 
Branch Library in Reseda.  A certified yoga instructor will 
teach the class on the second Friday of the month while all 
other Fridays will be guided by an audio/visual presentation on 
Gentle Yoga. Bring your own mat or towel and water. All levels 
are welcome!

 * Online and walk-in registration begins on Monday, 
January 6, for Encino Community Center’s annual Daddy-
Daughter Dance! The dance will take place on Friday, February 
21, from 6:30 to 9 pm and this year’s theme is “Alice in 
Wonderland.” For daughters aged 4 to 12 years of age, the price 
is $95 per daddy-daughter pair with an extra $40 per additional 
daughter. 

 * Dark Horse Tavern in Tarzana will be holding a 
Holiday Toy Drive on Saturday, December 21, from 4 pm to 2 
am. Bring in a new, unwrapped toy to be donated to The Spark 
of Love Toy Drive in association with the LAFD and ABC 7. 
Donations with a value of $15 or greater will receive a voucher 
for a gift from the Tavern with your purchase!

 * Join the West Valley Regional Branch Library in 
Reseda for a new program featuring a multisensory play gym 
for children ages 2 and younger on Tuesday, December 31, from 
10:30 to 11:30 am. This weekly Tuesday program will have 
special toys and equipment appropriate for newborns, crawlers, 
and early walkers. There will also be monthly guest speakers 
to provide parents and caregivers with child development 
information, such as health, nutrition, education and financial 
assistance. Bring socks!

 *  The St. Cyril Filipino Ministry invites all to join 
them for this traditional Filipino Advent celebration on 
Thursday, December 19, at 7 pm to prepare for Christmas. Mass 
in the church will kick off the celebration at 7 pm followed by 
a gathering in the parish hall (4548 Haskell Ave).

 * May the force be with you on Thursday, December 
19 for a special Mother Son Star Wars Date Night! Join Our 
Lady of Grace moms for a special night of bonding and laser 
tag and much more. Call the school at (818) 344-4126 for 
details on signing up!

 *  “SANTASIA - A Holiday Comedy” created by Shaun 
and Brandon Loeser, directed by Shaun Loeser, is celebrating 
its 20th year at the Whitefire Theatre (13500 Ventura Blvd) until 
December 28! This laugh out loud annual holiday romp is the 
perfect blend of Yuletide snark and sentiment. This multi-media 
holiday special has it all including classic Rankin and Bass 
Claymation inspired movies, musical parodies, and heartfelt 
holiday moments.Tickets purchased online are $30 or $40 at 
the door. For tickets and more information, visit Santasia.com

People in the News

The New LA Yard
Get up to $15,000 rebate when you replace your grass 
Vwith California Friendly® and native plants.

ladwp.com/landscaping

 The San Fernando Valley Evening Rotary 
Club (top photo) hosted their annual Holiday Party and 
Gift Giving for underprivileged schoolchildren from 11 
elementary schools in the Valley. The children were gifted 
lunch, a backpack filled with school supplies, toys, balloon 
animals and a visit from Santa! 

 Diana Dueñas (at left) recently announced 
she would be stepping down as chief executive of the 
Encino Chamber of Commerce after 12 years. Dueñas 
has accepted a new role with the Gelb Group assisting 
Gloria Pollack and Rickey Gelb (Encino Chamber’s 
CFO and Honorary Lifetime Member) on community 
relations projects. No replacement chief executive has 
been announced as of yet.
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 * We’re not the only ones with bloopers! Love these real items 
from church bulletins - thank God for church ladies with typewriters: 
  * The sermon this morning will be “Jesus walks on 
the water.” The sermon tonight: “Searching for Jesus.” 
  * Don’t forget Saturday’s rummage sale. It’s a 
chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. 
Bring your husbands. 
  * And our favorite: Don’t let worry kill you off; let 
the Church help. 

 * Anther religious joke. The preacher came to call on one of 
his delinquent members one day. The preacher said at his age he should 
be attending church and thinking of the hereafter. Replied the older 
man, “Oh, I do that all the time. No matter where I am, in the garage, 
upstairs, in the yard...I ask myself, “Now what am I here after?” 

 * Want to know where the word gossip originated? No, not 
with your neighbor! It started in the old days when politicians would 
send their aides into bars to to sip there to find out what was on the 
minds of voters. The two words “go sip” were eventually combined 
when referring to local opinion, and thus we got the word “gossip.” 

 * Optimism is what makes a teakettle sing, even though it’s 
up to its neck in hot water. 

 * What do you call a person that is happy on Mondays? 
Retired.

 * Learn from the mistakes of others - you can never live long 
enough to make all of them yourself!

 * Curiosity is an instinct of infinite scope - on one hand it 
leads to listening behind closed doors; on the other, it leads to the 
discovery of America.

 * Overheard at a coffee perch: “Oh what a tangled web do 
parents weave when they think their children are naive.”

 * Think about those New Year’s resolutions…think you’d 
like to scarf a Snickers bar? You’d have to run more than two miles or 
work out for at least 20 minutes on a Stairmaster, according to recent 
reports. Yikes!

 * Thought as we end the year...measure wealth not by the 
things you have, but by the things you have for which you would not 
take money.

A Note From the

A Note From the
By Alex Garay
 It’s been a busy year 
for the Encino Neighborhood 
Council (ENC) and as we reflect 
on our accomplishments we also 
look towards the New Year and 
how the ENC can better serve our 
residents. Over the past year we 
discussed and advised the City 
on many topics: homelessness, 
airplane noise, crime, new 
developments and many others. 
Does the City always listen to 
our advice? The answer is no. At 
times our advice may not align to 
the greater good of the City but 
that doesn’t mean that the ENC is 
not effective.
 At our last meeting 
of the year, we were asked by 
residents to weigh in on a new 
restaurant that opened in Encino. 
The ENC conditionally approved 
the establishment in 2017 with the 
condition that at no time would 
traffic block one of our streets. 
We were assured that this would 
not happen, yet the traffic being 
caused by the establishment is 
affecting the residents that live 
near the restaurant. We listened 
to residents and voted to have the 
City hold an immediate public 
hearing to address the traffic 
conditions being caused.
 As we look at 2020, 
what would you like the ENC 
to focus on? We need to hear 
from our residents on what it is 
that concerns you. The ENC has 
several committees that address 
neighborhood concerns and at 
committee meetings, you will 
have an opportunity to voice 
your concerns. In addition, 
committee meetings are usually 
less formal than the General 
Board meetings allowing for 
robust discussions before voting 
on a recommendation to bring 
to the full board. Some of our 
committees have open positions 
for Stakeholders so you can join 
and be part of the committee 

without having to be on the board. 
You can view our committees 
here: encinonc.org/committees.
php
 One other item the 
ENC will look into will be to 
have more local control over our 
neighborhood. When the ENC 
makes a recommendation to the 
City it comes from people that 
live and work in the community. 
Not only do we understand the 
concerns brought forth to us, we 
experience them daily. It will 
benefit the City to pay special 
attention to recommendations 
from NCs. Additionally we 
will continue to fight for more 
transparency and responsiveness 
from the City. Living in the second 
largest city in the country can be a 
challenge but we have the ability 
to make a difference through 
the NC system. In order for Los 
Angeles to be effective it needs 
to listen to the residents of each 
community – every community 
in Los Angeles is different, 
which is why it’s paramount for 

City Officers and Officials to 
listen to the recommendations 
from neighborhood councils. 
Some communities may be more 
residential than commercial and 
require different community 
needs. There are 99 neighborhood 
councils in Los Angeles, all 
made up of people that live and 
understand the needs of each 
community they serve. This 
is how each of us can make a 
difference, by getting involved 
with your neighborhood council.
 We hope that everyone 
has a wonderful holiday season 
and a safe and Happy New Year. 
Our next general board meeting 
will be on January 22nd, 2020. For 
more information on the Encino 
Neighborhood Council please 
visit our website: encinonc.org 
and email me with what it is that 
you would like to see the ENC 
focus on in 2020 at president@
encinonc.org.
 Alex Garay is President 
of the Encino Neighborhood 
Council.

By Diana Dueñas
 As 2019 comes to a 
close I want to extend my deepest 
appreciation to the Encino 
Chamber of Commerce members 
and to the community.  As you 
may have read, I will be leaving 
my official capacity as Chief 
Executive Officer at the Chamber 
on December 31st.  I am working 
with Rickey Gelb and Gloria 
Pollack over at the Gelb Group 
office as their new Office Manager 
and assisting Gloria with whatever 
community relations things she 
needs me for.  To say these past 
12 years have been the best of my 
career would be an injustice to my 
future.  However, these past 12 
years have been amazing.  I have 
had the privilege of working with 
businesses of all sizes.  Together, 
we have seen changes both 

good and bad in regards to the 
business climate, our own unique 
businesses, and our wonderful 
community.  
 Thank you for sharing 
your experiences with me and 
for working with me to better 
business for all.  Special thanks 
to the women and men that have 
served on the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors over these past 12 years, 
many of which I call friends today, 
and to Linda Jenkins who has been 
my support system and as I like to 
say, “the other half of my brain” 
for almost 11 years…I could not 
have become the Chamber C.E.O. 
that I am without you.
 What does the future hold 
for the Encino Chamber in 2020?  
Endless possibilities.  There will 
be change, growth, leadership and 

a brighter future.  Don’t let my 
optimism fool you.  There will 
be challenges, bumps, roadblocks 
and uncomfortableness too but, 
that’s what makes it so exciting.  
That’s what makes businesses and 
communities thrive.  
 If you’re looking to be 
part of something bigger than 
your own business and bigger than 
yourself, join the Encino Chamber 
of Commerce and embark on this 
new adventure with us.  
 Join us at our first lunch 
of the new year on Tuesday, 
January 21st at Buca di Beppo in 
Encino (call the Chamber office 
to purchase your ticket) and help 
us live our mission – to promote 
and advance local businesses and 
support networking among the 
community.
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BLUE SHIELD 
UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY 
Big News for People  
on Medicare that want 
to Make a Change 

OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 15.

a GUARANTEED ISSUE FROM ANY  
 MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN 

a GUARANTEED ISSUE FROM ANY  
 MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HMO PLAN 

If you live in California and have a Medicare 

supplement plan or a Medicare Advantage 

plan from any company, you are guaranteed 

acceptance. No health questions. They call it 

an “Underwriting Holiday”.
Plan F Extra includes the following extras  
(not covered by Medicare), using network providers:

a SILVER SNEAKERS – free gym network membership 

a VISION BENEFITS – exam, eyewear allowance

a HEARING BENEFITS –  
 annual exam + hearing aid discounted pricing

a PERSONAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE SYSTEM –  
 device and monitoring

Plan G Extra – Same benefits as Plan F Extra except:

a Does not include Personal Emergency Response System 

a Does Add $100 per quarter in FREE Over the Counter Items  
 (stuff you purchase every month)

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
“What’s the difference between Plan F and G?” 
With Plan F you have no deductibles.  
With Plan G you are responsible for the  
Part B deducible ($198 in 2020).  
NO OTHER DIFFERENCES.  SAME NETWORK  
(Any provider that accepts Medicare.) 

“Are the core health benefits the same  
as on my current plan F?” 
YES! IDENTICAL BENEFITS. SAME NETWORK 

“Will my doctor accept this plan?”
The provider network is identical to any other 
Medicare supplement plan — any provider that 
is “contracted with Medicare” anywhere in the 
USA should accept this plan.

BLUE SHIELD BRINGS YOU AN 
 UNDERWRITING HOLIDAY.

And, You Didn’t Get Them Anything...

Compare these L.A. Area rates with your plan!

Age Range BS Plan F EXTRA BS Plan G EXTRA

65 to 66 $163 $152

67 to 68 $177 $168

69 to 70 $197 $193

71 to 72 $214 $217

73 to 74 $232 $234

75 to 76 $268 $269

77 to 78 $302 $301

79 to 80 $341 $328

81 to 82 $373 $357

83 to 84 $390 $385

85 plus $410 $404

64 or younger2 $972 $937

Additional couples discount of 7% available if enrolled in identical plan.  
Plan F available only if you became eligible for Medicare before 1/1/2020

Call us at 818-888-0880 
www.pdinsure.com2002-2019

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 18 years 
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2019!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE   #0M47932
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                  Should Mandarin Replace Spanish?
By BG Ed Wheeler (USA-Ret)
 Within the last year, 
North Korea has been in the 
news, but in the western Pacific 
that country is little more than a 
boil on the behind of an elephant.  
The elephant is China.
 China has quietly 
embarked on a global strategy 
that has gone virtually unnoticed 
by the rest of the world.  China 
has initiated a coordinated plan 
of strategic acquisitions which 
are designed to provide Chinese 
military, political and economic 
influence at strategic maritime 
choke points throughout the 
world.
 Having pursued this 
plan under the ‘radar’ China 
already owns or controls land on 
the Straits of Gibraltar, the Straits 
of Hormuz overseeing access to 
the Persian Gulf, and the Straits 
of Malacca, Lombok and Sunda 
in Indonesia.  They have also 
acquired land overseeing the 
English Channel, Panama Canal, 
the Suez Canal and Djibouti on 
the southern tip of the Red Sea.
 Under the umbrella 
of Chinese “companies” they 
have purchased land of one of 
our nation’s largest submarine 
bases at Bremerton, Washington.   
At the same time Chinese 
“investors” have bought private 
land overseeing San Diego Naval 
and Marine bases in California as 
well as additional oversight land 
at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii, all 
of which are locations of the three 
largest U.S. Naval bases on the 
eastern Pacific rim.

       When 
the socialist 
government 
of Greece 
c o l l a p s e d , 
the Chinese 
bought the 
Greek port of 
Piraeus for a 
paltry $450 
m i l l i o n .  
Lying just 
south of 
A t h e n s , 
Piraeus was one of Europe’s 
largest ports in the Mediterranean 
Sea.  In record time the Chinese 
converted Piraeus into a military 
naval base which has provided 
their Navy with a permanent 
presence on the soft underbelly of 
Europe.
 The extent of Chinese 
expansion should be alarming to 
the rest of the world. Lloyds List 
Intelligence in London reported 
in 2010 that the Chinese had 
some investment in 20 percent of 
the world’s container ports that 
control the shipment of both raw 
and finished goods throughout 
the world.  By the end of 2018, 
China had acquired either total 
ownership or partial control of 70 
percent.   
 According to London’s 
Financial Times of the top 10 port 
operators, the Chinese handle 
almost 40 percent of the tonnage, 
which is double that of any 
other nation.  Currently Chinese 
shipping companies carry more 
cargo than that of any other 
nation.

 
 Four years ago, a 
Chinese military publication 
reported that China’s strategic 
objective in the western Pacific 
was to “deny U.S. Pacific Fleet 
aircraft carrier battle groups 
access on a line stretching from 
Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula 
on the Sea of Okhotsk to as far 
south as Cambodia in the Gulf 
of Thailand. That encompassing 
line represents what China 
identifies as its ‘national sphere 
of influence.’”
 To enforce their 
intentions, the Chinese have 
mapped all the subsurface terrain 

of the Seas of 
Japan, Yellow, 
East China 
and South 
China Seas.  
Where they 
have identified 
u n d e r w a t e r 
m o u n t a i n 
tops they 
are building 
a r t i f i c i a l 
islands on 
which they 

installing air strips, radar units 
and missile batteries.  
 Additionally those 
artificial islands represent a 
direct threat to Japan, South 
Korea, Taiwan, Vietnam and the 
Philippine Archipelago.  But they 
also serve as a ‘thumb in the eye’ 
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet which is 
charged with ensuring freedom of 
maritime commerce.
 In the latter part of 
the 19th century, Alfred Thayer 
Mahan wrote that control of 
the seas meant “predominate 
influence in the world.”  The 
Chinese have obviously realized 
that his admonition is as true now 

as they were when they were first 
spoken.
 The fact is that China 
is no longer just a nation of 
impoverished rice farmers. In 
many respects it has become a 
sophisticated economic engine.   
 China has ironically paid 
for their expansionism and their 
armed forces with the interest the 
USA pays them for the money 
they have loaned us.  Loans that 
our politicians needed to pay 
for the indulgent extravagances 
they promised American voters 
at each election cycle.  Those 
loans now total in excess of 
$23,000,000,000,000 of debt and 
there is no plan by either party to 
pay it off much less even reduce 
it.
 Ed Wheeler is a retired 
Army Brigadier General, former 
Task Force Commander during 
Operation Desert Storm and 
graduate of the U.S. Army War 
College, Carlisle Barracks, 
Pennsylvania and the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces, 
Washington D.C. He is also a 
former college professor and 
corporate executive.

Chinese loans to the 
USA now total in excess 
of $23,000,000,000,000 
of debt and there is no 
plan by either party to 
pay it off much less 

even reduce it.

Cowe Consulting to Offer 
Six-Week Business 

Bootcamp on January 15
 Woman-owned Cowe 
Consulting’s business specialists, 
are offering The Cowe Consulting 
Business Bootcamp, Total 
Business Transformation, a six- 
week program designed to help 
businesses grow with instructor-
led training sessions in business 
planning, marketing, branding 
and social media. 
 The Cowe Consulting 
Business Bootcamp will begin on 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at 
Cowe Consulting (20969 Ventura 
Blvd., Suite 216A) with business 
specialists Miri Rossitti and 
Nicola Staples.
 Their expert team 
specializes in helping businesses 
and entrepreneurs to develop, 
grow and thrive!
 Business Bootcamp of 
Total Business Transformation 
overview:
 •Business Plan Review
 •Marketing Strategy
 •Specialized Personality 
Assessment
 •POSH Program 
Instruction
 •Personalized Business 
Coaching
 •Branding & Social 
Media Training
 Cowe Consulting, a 
Woodland Hills-based woman-
owned firm specializes in 
streamlined solutions for 

business development, business 
plans, business consulting and 
coaching, sales and marketing 
strategy, public relations, 
community networking and non-
profit organizations for small 
to mid-sized companies and 
nonprofits. Whether local or 
global, companies are encouraged 
to transform your business with 
this comprehensive opportunity 
to take your business to the next 
level.
 Connect with them 
on social media through their 
website CoweConsulting.com, 
on Instagram at instagram.
com/coweconsulting, LinkedIn 
at linkedin.com/company/
coweconsulting and Twitter at 
twitter.com/CoweConsulting.

Miri Rossitto, CEO and 
Nicola Staples, COO, of 

Cowe Consulting
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Ransomware 101
By Andy Takieddine
 Ransomware 
is an another form 
of cybersecurity 
threat that uses 
cryptovirology to 
block access or 
potentially publish 
the victim’s data if 
ransom money is not 
paid.  
 In some 
instances, ransomware 
may lock the system 
in a way which is 
not difficult for 
a knowledgeable 
person to get out of 
it.   More advanced malware uses 
a technique called cryptoviral 
extortion, in which it encrypts 
the victim’s files, making them 
inaccessible, and demands a 
ransom payment to decrypt them 
again.

 
 With the recent influx 
of ransomware stories popping 
up every week, it’s hard to keep 
track of the different strains. 
While each of these is spread in 
a different way, they rely on the 
same principle to take advantage 
of users and hold data hostage.  
 Some of the common 
ransomware are:
 •Bad Rabbit: A strain 
of ransomware that has infected 
organizations in Russia and 
Eastern Europe.  Bad Rabbit 
spreads through a fake Adobe 
Flash update on compromised 
websites.  
 •Cerber: Targets cloud-
based Office 365 users and 
impacted millions of users using 
an elaborate phishing campaign. 
This type of malware emphasizes 
the growing need for SaaS backup 
in addition to on-premises.
 • C r y p t o L o c k e r : 
Ransomware has been around in 
some form or another for the past 

two decades, but it really came 

to prominence in 2013 with 
CryptoLocker.  The original 
CryptoLocker was shut down 
in May 2014, but not before 
the hackers behind it extorted 
nearly $3 million from victims.  
 •CryptoWall: Gained 
notoriety after the downfall of 
the original CryptoLocker. It 
first appeared in early 2014, and 
variants have appeared with 
a variety of names, including 
CryptoBit, CryptoDefense, 
CryptoWall 2.0, and CryptoWall 
3.0. Like CryptoLocker, 
CryptoWall is distributed via 
spam or exploit kits.
 •Crysis: Ransomware 
encrypts files on fixed, 
removable and network drives 
with a strong encryption 
algorithm making it difficult to 
crack in a reasonable amount of 
time. It’s typically spread via 
emails containing attachments 
with double-file extension, 
which make the file appear 
as a non-executable file. In 
addition to emails, it can also 
be disguised as a legitimate 
installer for applications.
 Other common 
ransomware names are:
 •CTB-Locker
 •Petya
 •GoldenEye      
 •Jigsaw 
 •KeRanger 
 •LeChiffre    
 •LockerGoga
 •Locky 
 •NotPetya 
 •Spider 

 •TeslaCrypt 
 
•TorrentLocker
 •WannaCry 
 •ZCryptor 
 If data is 
important to your 
business, you are 
a target.
 There are 
entire ransomware 
outfits working 
out of office 
buildings, making 
the stealthy and 
disruptive pieces 
of malicious 
software, and 

designing deceptively simple 
schemes to infiltrate small to 
medium sized businesses.
 The overhead is low, 
the profits are high, the Bitcoin 
is anonymous, the list of targets 
is endless, the technology is 
not overly complicated and 
the odds of getting caught are 
low.  
 R a n s o m w a r e 
perpetrators are sophisticated, 
profit-hungry, cybercriminals 
on the lookout for unsuspecting 
SMBs to violate.
 R a n s o m w a r e 
perpetrators cast a wide net. 
They target small to medium 
sized businesses with IT 
security loopholes, valuable 
data and a modest budget to pay 
the ransom.
 Andy Takieddine is 
the current president of CMIT 
Solutions of Encino and an IT 
executive who has spent over 30 
years working for multinational 
companies the likes of IBM, HP, 
Oracle, Compaq and NCR. 
 For professional 
IT support and technology 
services for your business, visit 
cmitsolutions.com/Encino or 
call (747) 239-2122.

If data is 
important to your 

business, you 
are a target.

REGISTER
 FOR A FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

Get the Newspaper Delivered to Your “Inbox” 

Email “Register Me” to
 EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 
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Feeling Holiday Fatigue? Get Cultural! 

By Britt Campbell
 Okay Encino, if you’re 
anything like me it’s the point 
in December where malls are 
no longer an option. It’s not 
the parking, which thank you 
Westfield, y’all have seen to 
have gotten down. It’s not even 
the crowds which seem to have 
disbursed some thanks to online 
mega houses like Amazon. So 
what is it that really keeps me 
away? It’s the monotony of all 
the gifts at major department 
stores that leaves me feeling 
rather uninspired. 
 I often ask myself why I 
don’t  see something that catches 
my eye for my more creative 
loved ones? Whether it’s a niece 
that seems to have everything 
they need, your momma who 
has already seen and purchased 
her holiday list, or your brother 
who is too good for anything 
commercial. So, I’ve spent the 
last month curating a list of the 
top three museum gift shops 
across Los Angeles. Read below 
for the places that got everyone 
crossed off my holiday list. 
 So maybe it’s your 
significant other, or your brother-
in-law who has asked for a gift 
that’s one of a kind... my favorite 
thing about museum stores is that 
many stores offer creations from 
local artists bringing handmade 
goods directly to you. 
 Nobody hits this mark 
like  Play Days: Wrong Edition, 
the resident retailer for the 

Institute of Contemporary Art, 
Los Angeles (ICA LA). 
 Days, an experimental 

retailer established in 2016, steps 
up Play Days: Wrong Edition, a 
unique gender-spanning store that 
is seen as an extension of the two  
exhibitions: “No Wrong Holes: 
Thirty Years of Nayland Blake” 
and “Saddie Barnette: The New 
Eagle Creek Saloon” currently on 
display. 
 The prices range from 
$10 to $100+ and gift genres 
include candles, jewelry, home 
goods and books. 
 What I purchased: A $10 
short story put out by an art house 
printing press for my brother.
 Play Days: Wrong 

Edition ICA LA is located at 
1717 E 7th St., Los Angeles, CA 
90021.

 Their hours are 
Wednesday to Friday, 11 am - 7 
pm and Saturday to Sunday, 11 
am - 6 pm.
 On the subject of 
literature, normally this museum 
store is my go-to for consistently 
finding something from 
Pendleton. It has some of the 
best jewelry in the game, but this 
year The Autry Museum Store 
makes my list for its selection of 
cookbooks. 
 It shouldn’t come as a 
surprise that a museum focusing 
on all the peoples of the American 
West physically located in Los 

Angeles would be a mecca for 
recipes. The selection I browsed 
through included local treasures 

such as “The Best Tacos in LA,” 
“Signature Drinks from Famous 
LA Bars” to famous chefs 
personal cookbooks. Pro Tip: 
you can even shop online through 
their  website at shop.theautry.
org.
 The prices range from 
$5 - $100+.
 What I purchased: 
Platters and boards by Shelly 
Westerhausen.
 The Autry Museum 
Store is located at 4700 Western 
Heritage Way, Los Angeles, CA 
90027.
 Their hours are Tuesday 
to Friday,  10 am to 4 pm and 
Saturday to Sunday, 10 am to 5 
pm.
 Does anybody have that 
one friend or family member who 
kills the hosting game? They have 
every holiday accoutrement that 
has probably or will ever exist? 
 This next store uniquely 
offers a selection of hosting gifts 

that I find always dazzle and 
delight. Whether it be holiday 
socks, a serving tray, or what I 
actually purchased, Galaxy Loop 
Candlestick Holders, the gifts in 
Audrey’s Museum Store at the 
Skirball Cultural Center will 
have every party you attend have 
people asking, now where did 
you find that?! 
 Audrey’s Museum Store
Skirball Cultural Center is 
located at 2701 N. Sepulveda 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90049.
 Their hours are Tuesday 
to Friday, 11:30 am to 5:00 pm 
and Saturday to Sunday, 10 am 
to 5 pm.
 Museum stores do 
something that traditional chain 
stores don’t; they relate the place 
I’m at to something my loved 
one is personally interested 
in.  
 Some honorable 

mentions: For something for 
your art snob friend check out 
The Broad’s Gift Shop. I ended 
up snagging a limited edition 
Kusama ornament. 
 For adults and children 
alike, check out the Natural 
History Museum Store. I 
purchased both a gold foiled 
crystal coaster set (a gift to 
myself) and a make-your-own zen 
garden craft kit for my 13- year 
old niece who could deal with a 
little more inner peace.  
 My advice is that if 
you’re hitting the point of holiday 
fatigue, get cultural. 
 Happy shopping cultural 
connoisseurs, may the rest of 
your holiday season be curated!  
 Britt Campbell is a 
second generation Angeleno who 
lives in the San Fernando Valley. 
Born into a family of artists, and 
having completed a BA in Art 
History, Britt currently works at 
The Autry Museum in LA.

Gift shop at Play Days: Wrong Edition
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Sloan’s
Steve Madden

Pandora
Janie and Jack
Origins

Papyrus Le Pain Quotidien
Planet Beauty

 Craft memories and celebrate the holidays with 
Westfield Fashion Square at specialty workshops held 
on December 21 and 28! Open to all ages, on Saturday, 
December 21, guests are invited to a Furoshiki gift 
wrapping special (bring up to three packages per person) 
and on Saturday the 28, learn how to make winter bath 
bombs. There will be two sessions, one from 11 to 11:45 
am and then 12 to 12:45 pm on both dates. Each guest 
will also receive a VIP gift bag. Tickets are available 
at eventbrite.com under the subject “Handcrafted 
Holidays.” 100% of proceeds will benefit the San 
Fernando Valley Rescue Mission.

Homemade Holidays 
at Fashion Square

Ring in 2020 with EVE
 Universal Studios Hollywood invites guests 
to ring in 2020 with EVE, Hollywood’s biggest 
party of the year, on Tuesday, December 31, with 
extended theme park hours to 2 am! EVE is included 
in the price of theme park admission and officially 
kicks off with a special park-wide celebration at 
9 pm featuring multiple DJs and live music areas 
that culminates at midnight with a traditional New 
Year’s Eve countdown and spectacular fireworks 
display. A selection of food and beverages, 
including desserts, champagne, beer, wine and 
cocktails, as well as 2020 memorabilia will be 

available for purchase. For tickets, visit universalstudioshollywood.com.

 The holiday season can be hectic so Westfield Fashion 
Square has extended their hours so that shoppers can utilize 
every minute to cross names off their shopping list! Starting 
December 16, the mall will be open until 10 pm daily. On 
Christmas Eve, Westfield Fashion Square will be open from 8 am 
to 6 pm. Christmas Day all will be closed! Then on New Year’s 
Eve, Westfield will be open from 10 am to 6 pm. Restaurants 
and department store hours may vary, so please be sure to check 
directly with the business regarding special business hours.

Holiday Hours 

Happy Hanukkah
 Join Westfield Fashion Square and the Chabad of Sherman 
Oaks on Sunday, December 22, from 4 to 6 pm as they welcome the 
Festival of Lights and the first night of Hanukkah with a special candle 
lighting with Rabbi Mendel Lipskier. This is a family friendly event 
and treats will be available for all! Space is limited so arrive early as it 
is a standing room only event.  

 Join Barnes and 
Noble Studio City for 
a seasonal storytime on 
Saturday, December 21, 
at 11 am for a reading 
of “Construction Site 
on Christmas Night” by 
Sherri Duskey Rinker. It’s 
Christmas time at your 
favorite construction site! 
After the trucks finish their 
big, important job, they 
receive their very own Christmas surprise. Activities to follow, plus, 
get a coupon for a grilled cheese sandwich with milk or juice for $4.

‘Tis the Season 
for Storytime!

Still Time to See Santa!
  Ho! Ho! Ho! Be sure to make a holiday visit to 
say “hello” to the jolly fellow and capture your memorable moment. 
The Santa Set is open daily and located on the lower level outside of 
Macy’s at Westfield Fashion Square. Santa will be around from 10 am 
to 9 pm daily but breaks to feed his reindeer Monday through Saturday 
between 1 pm and 1:45 pm and 4:15 pm through 5 pm, and on Sunday 
from 2:15 to 3:00 pm. On Christmas Eve, Santa breaks to feed his 
reindeer from 12 pm to 12:45 pm and from 4 pm to 4:30 pm. 
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Shop Local for Everyone on Your List

Gifts for Fitness Enthusiasts
 Instead of clothes and tchotchkes how about helping your 
friends and family with stress relief and exercise helpers? Absolute 
Pilates Upstairs has the perfect gifts for the exercise enthusiasts on 
your list!
 Top right corner, black myofascial release roller.  This is 
great for releasing tension in the upper back and hips. $35.00 plus tax. 
White and blue myofascial release roller. This is wonderful for rolling 
out all of the tension in the legs and hips. $35.00 plus tax. Bottom 
right corner:  A set of five resistance bands, great for resistance band 
workouts, lunges, static high knees, standing hip abduction, straight 
leg lifts, just to name a few. $15.00 plus tax.
 Center photo is the myofascial release ball: A perfect stocking 
stuffer gives an easy way to release tension in the upper shoulders, in 
the back, and hip tension. $30.00 plus tax. Bottom left corner: Jade 
cooling scarf - your personal cooling accessory. Real jade is woven 
into the fabric and it cools your skin up to 30% upon contact.  Great for 
golfers, and in exercise classes it cools you right down.   15.00 plus tax.
 Call the Absolute Pilates Upstairs to order at (818) 226-0695. 
Gift certificates also available for private and group Pilates reformer 
classes.

 CBD is known for its healing 
benefits, and California’s Best CBD is 
an expert in offering the best non-THC, 
Phytocannabinoid-Rich, Pure PCR 
Hemp Oil based supplements. Give the 
gift of pain relief through body balms, 
soft gels and hemp oil all designed to 
erase pain and allow you to feel your 
best! Products are even available for your furry friend 
with dog beef chews! 
 Visit CABestCBD.com to order your products 
or call 800-430-4549 with any questions. New to CBD? 
Email your name and address to free@cabestcbd.com 
for a sample of their Freeze Body Balm and let the 
sample speak for itself!

Gifts for a Pain Free 
Holiday

Gifts for the Foodie
 Looking to add a festive flair to your dishes? Spruce up 
your side dishes? Offering gourmet olive oils, balsamics, tapenades 
and more, Nuvo sells award-winning organic products perfect for any 
kitchen! Available as individual products or perfectly bundled gift 
baskets, Nuvo has flavor options for any palate. Try one of their most 
popular options, the Blood Orange Olive Oil and Meyer Lemon White 
Balsamic combo! Available at nuvooliveoil.com or at the local Encino 
Farmer’s Market, Nuvo products are perfect for client gifts, stocking 
stuffers and more. Don’t forget to grab a bottle or two for your own 
holiday celebration!

Gifts that are
One-Of-A-Kind

 Looking for a perfect gift for that unique individual 
on your list? At Comert Ceramics, you’ll be sure to find 
an artisanal gift that’s guaranteed to not only wow, but not 
be found by anybody else! With custom crafted pieces 
that range from mugs to ring holders, vases and more, there 
are no two pieces that are exactly alike. Non-toxic, organic and dishwasher safe, Comert Ceramics not 
only make great gifts but also great pieces of custom art! Find them at the Encino Farmer’s Market or at 
comertceramics.com.

Gifts to Soothe
 Feeling overwhelmed this 
holiday season or know someone 
that needs to treat themselves to a 
little rest and relaxation? Simon’s 
All Natural Soap offers a myriad 
of products to help you unwind, 
relax and get you back to feeling 
your best thanks to all natural 
organic products! Products include 
homemade soaps, lotions, oils and 
more. Feeling in the holiday spirit? 
Try their Frankincense and Myrrh 
soap!  Pulled something carrying too 
many gifts? They have a Miraculous 
Pain Oil for that! Treat someone 
to an at home spa day or pick up a 
variety of soaps for stocking stuffers. 
Find Simon’s All Natural Soap at 
the Encino Farmer’s Market or 
online at simonsallnaturalsoap.com. 
With their Deep Sleep Oil, you’ll 
definitely be dreaming of a white 
Christmas!
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8138 Woodlake Avenue • West Hills
(818) 275-0712 • fairwindswesthills.com

It’s More Than Retirement. It’s Five-Star Fun.

We don’t say we’re 
the most fun retirement 

community around.
{ our residents do }

Our residents talk about us. A lot. They love to 
talk on-and-on about all the fun they have at 
Fairwinds – West Hills. In fact, sometimes it’s 

enough to make a retirement community blush.

Come see what we mean. Call (818) 275-0712 
to schedule your complimentary lunch and tour. 

And, just so you know, we’ll be doing some 
talking, too. About our fun residents.

Romaine Contamination 
Strikes Again

By Janey M. Rifkin 
 It was the third 
consecutive month of November 
when federal health and regulatory 
officials warned consumers not 
to eat romaine lettuce of any 
kind harvested from the Salinas 
Valley, one of California’s major 
agricultural regions. 
 It may be contaminated 
with a particularly dangerous 
type of E.coli bacteria that has 
sickened some 50 people within 
weeks in 16 states. 
 The outbreak has again 
been traced to California where 
some farm growers made efforts 
to correct romaine last year – but 
they apparently did not hone in 
on all the dangers involved.  
  Consumers are 
warned not to eat any romaine 
– and major market chains are 
removing their produce displays 
of any variety of romaine grown 
from the Salinas Valley growers. 
The recall is nationwide! 
 Illnesses from the Shiga 

toxin producing E.coli bacteria 
generally strike three to four days 
after contact. 

 Symptoms include 
diarrhea, severe stomach cramps 
and vomiting according to the 
CDC. Consumers are urged to 
discard any romaine or mixes 
containing the variety if they 
can’t verify the origin. These 
include whole heads, hearts, pre- 
cut packaged lettuce and salad 
mixes including baby romaine, 
spring mix, and Caesar salad 
according to the CDC. 
 A full list of recalled 
products is available on the 
USDA website at USDA.gov. 
 Janey Rifkin is a locally 
based journalist; executive editor 
of a national magazine; and a 
syndicated health columnist. 

LAW OFFICES OF LAURA WHITEFIELD 

FAMILY LAW
DISSOLUTION • LEGAL SEPARATION
PATERNITY • CUSTODY • VISITATION

PROPERTY DIVISION
CHILD & SPOUSAL SUPPORT

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
 

(818) 704-9500   State Bar #174249

Romaine has sickened 
some 50 people within 

weeks in 16 states. 
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Want to Keep Your Business 
Healthy?

Call Us To Advertise at 818-313-9545

‘Tis the Season...of Holiday Anxiety
By Allie Priore 
 It has happened. We 
have entered the final stretch of 
the year — actually decade — 
and so begin the endless holiday 
festivities, quality time with 
family and perhaps some travel. 
 It seems like there 
is never enough time in a day 
and the anxiety has begun. It is 
hard to keep up with our daily 
lives and routine, which in turn 
causes more uneasiness. But 
falling out of routine does not 
have to be a negative thing. 
 We, as people, are 
creatures of habit. We like to 
do the same activities, go to 
the same places and hang out 
with the same people. When the 

holiday season comes around we 
find ourselves at social gatherings 
with people we may not see 
often or do not know at all. We 
take days off from work or have 
different schedules during this 
time. We find ourselves venturing 
to new areas of Los Angeles 
(maybe even out of the Valley…
WOW) which may make us feel 
a little uncomfortable. Often, it is 
hard to find a sense of calm and 
steadiness as we push through the 
season. 
 We have to remind 
ourselves that it is okay if we 
break routine and eat a little 
unhealthy or take a day off from 
that workout class to relax. Taking 
time to do nothing and watch 

TV (or catch up on some much 
needed sleep) is super important 
for our mental and emotional 
state. Just like our cell phones 
need to recharge to function at 
full capacity, we too as human 
beings need to recharge so we can 
function at our best capacity. It is 
important to remember that the 
recovery is just as important as 
the work.

 Instead of feeling 
frustrated when you find you 
have fallen out of routine, try to 
shift your mindset. 
 Focus on being grateful 
you can take some time off of 
work to read that book you haven’t 
had time to or to binge that new 
Netflix show that everyone is 
talking about. Use this time to try 
some new forms of self-care like 
a long bath with some candles or 
maybe a longer meditation. 
 When you do find 
yourself in those moments where 
your anxiety has taken over or 
you are about to burn out, just 
remember that in just a few short 
weeks it will be over. We will 
return to our normal lives and our 
daily routines. 
 At the very least, we can 
take comfort in knowing that this 
only happens once a year. And if 
we survived it last year we can 
survive again. 
 Allie Priore is a certified 
Pilates instructor based in the LA 
area and has been a professional in 
the fitness industry for five years.

Just like our cell phones 
need to recharge to 

function at full capacity, 
we too as human beings 
need to recharge so we 
can function at our best 

capacity. 
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For more than 40 years, Providence Tarzana 

Medical Center has been committed to 

providing top-quality care. When you come  

to us, you’re getting care from one of U.S.  

News & World Report’s Best Regional Hospitals. 

 

And we’re growing. 

 

We’re expanding our medical center so that  

we can deliver our signature compassionate 

care with cutting-edge technology to more 

patients and their families. Our new patient 

tower will include larger patient rooms, new 

surgical suites and more Emergency Room 

beds for critical care. 

 

Saving more lives. In your backyard. 

Give now at Providence.org/SupportTarzana   
or call 818-757-4384.

Transforming Healthcare  
in Our Community

818-757-4384
18321 Clark St.
Tarzana, CA 91356

Absolute Pilates Upstairs
21208 Costanso Street Suite 2
Woodland Hills, CA
818 226-0695
absolutepilatesupstairs.com

- Conni Ponturo

Can You Do This?
Simple Stretch for

 Off Gym Days
By Janey M. Rifkin
 Like it or not, exercise is 
an integral part of healthy living. 
But how about those (occasional) 
days, when time just interfered 
with your always good intentions 

of getting to the gym or at least 
doing the abbreviated regimen 
workout at home. Now, you feel 
guilty - and the day is spoiled!
 Not yet! There is one 
saving grace – if you can spend 
just three minutes on just one new 
exercise – your conscience might 
be, at the least, cleared for today! 
(But just for today!)
 So - stand with your feet 
about shoulder-width apart, keep 
feet still to the ground. Hold your 
arms in front of you at shoulder 
height, palms facing forward. 
Now, keeping your upper body 
straight bend at the waist forward 
as far as you can and until your 
open palms reach the floor.  
 Ah…..there’s the catch! 
You must reach the floor with 
your open palms! (Remember, 

knees are still perfectly straight.)
 Now, with precious 
time elapsing, repeat exercise a 
few times. As you become more 
comfortable with the stretch, you 
may gain more flexibility and feel 

you can go deeper and longer in 
holding this stance. 
 This exercise will 
strengthen the muscles in your 
legs, knees, and buttocks. It will 
simultaneously stretch and build 
your shoulder muscles, as well as 
strengthen the soles of your feet. 
 Needless to say, 
frequent repetitions will not only 
have miraculous effects on those 
aforenamed muscles, but you will 
progress toward the “goal” – that 
of placing palms down flat on the 
floor while in the forward-bend 
position – with consistency (as 
with every exercise). Not a gym 
workout, but not a day wasted!
 Janey Rifkin is a locally 
based journalist; executive editor 
of a national magazine; and a 
syndicated health columnist.
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REALTORS 
Showcase Your Hot Properties 

Here!
Call 818-313-9545 or

email EncinoEnterprise@gmail
to Advertise

On Site Design 
& Installation
310.869.9079

CONVERT 
YOUR 
GARAGE
TO LIVING 
SPACE!

Bercsi Development Inc.
Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461

Before...

After...

FREE ESTIMATES!

BOB’S LOCKSMITH SHOP
COMMERCIAL HARDWARE

Security Specialist

Get a Quote...We’ll Beat It!

(818) 340-0421  (310) 592-8357

LA River Enforcement Program 
Initiated to Regulate Upkeep

 A pilot program 
that will give the Mountains 
Recreation and Conservation 
Authority (MRCA) jurisdiction 
over enforcement along the Los 
Angeles River has been voted 
into effect by the Los Angeles 
City Council. 
 Spanning from the 
Canoga Park headwaters to 
Lindley Avenue in Reseda, the 
river will now be regulated 
for environmental and 
humanitarian issues by one 
entity rather than multiple 
organizations. 
 In doing so, City 
Councilman Bob Blumenfield 
hopes that having one unit 
in control will lead to better 
handling of the various issues 
the LA River faces.   
 “The status quo 
around how we handle issues 
along the LA River is broken,” 
said Blumenfield. “I’m tired of 
the finger pointing around who 

is responsible for what and the 
time is now to bring in the MRCA, 
an organization that is tested, 
trusted, and perfectly suited to 
help resolve the complex, multi-
jurisdictional problems we are 
facing.”
 One major issue that 
has skyrocketed in recent years 
is the increasing presence of drug 
paraphernalia, highlighting the 
drug and gang activity that tends 
to take place along the river. 
 Rangers affiliated with 
the Mountains Recreation and 
Conservation Authority will be 
able to respond to these activities 
as well as other vandalism, 
dumping or misuse of the area. 
With the city’s increase in 
homelessness, rangers will also 
be versed in how to delicately 
handle relocation of those that 
may reside in the river. 
 Currently, the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers, 
Los Angeles County Flood 
Control District and numerous 

Los Angeles city departments 
all have responsibility for some 
aspect of river area maintenance 
and enforcement. 
 Now, the Mountains 
Recreation and Conservation 
Authority can contract to work 
on all areas of the river regardless 
of which governmental entity 
has ownership for a particular 
area since the MRCA has trained 
rangers and enforcement personal 
with a wide variety of training 
including water, EMT, naturalist 
and wildland firefighter training. 
 District-specific funds 
will be allocated to operate this 
new pilot program for the first 
year.   
 “After years of finger 
pointing and lack of action, we will 
finally have one tested, competent 
and trusted governmental agency 
in the MRCA to handle the 
complex issues facing the L.A. 
River in the West Valley,” City 
Councilman Bob Blumenfield 
said.
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REAL ESTATE

*

*except 6200 Canoga

A “Tail” of Salvation Continued
(continued from page 1)
Mom’s and brought my three dogs 
who always enjoy playing with 
Lucas and Sparky.  Pancho and 
Lucas enjoy an extra special 
bond as they are brothers and 
are the youngest of the pack and 
therefore full of energy. 
 While dinner was 
cooking Pancho made his way 
into the kitchen and Sandra 
remarked about how much he 
looked like Coco, his mother.  
She then got sad and teary and 
finally confessed to me that Coco 
had not really gone to a friend, but 
rather, after being rejected by all 
possible adopters was turned into 
the East Valley Animal Shelter.  
Sandra shared that that was the 
toughest decision of her life and it 
felt like abandoning a child. She 
had regretted it every day since. 
Unsaid was the implication that 
since Coco was not a young pup, 
was not cute in the classic dog 
sense and was also aggressive 
towards men that she had most 
likely been put down.
 I felt awful for her.  It 
was like a scene out of “Sophie’s 
Choice.”  A mother figure having 
to choose between one of her 
dependents and another.  Coco 
or peace in Mom’s house. The 
fact that the choice resulted in 
the probable death of a beloved 
household member was just 
horrible.  The thought of poor 
little Coco’s fate kept haunting 
me. It’s a tough thing to just shake 
off. 
 Now since I was in the 

West Valley for the weekend I 
decided to check out some of my 
favorite Valley thrift shops on 
Friday.  I was quite pleased with 
my finds at ridiculously cheap 
prices and while standing in the 
long line 
to pay I 
heard what 
s o u n d e d 
l i k e 
P a n c h o 
barking in 
the store.  
   Now, 
my dogs 
were in the 
car in the 
p a r k i n g 
lot.  Had 
P a n c h o 
m a n a g e d 
to jump 
out of a 
half open 
w i n d o w 
and make 
it into the store?  I wouldn’t put 
it past him. I panicked and looked 
around.  
 Well, just off to my left 
I spied a woman with a white 
dog in her cart and two little girls 
petting the dog.  It kind of looked 
like Pancho but was it? The 
resemblance was uncanny. It was 
mostly white and had Pancho’s 
comical long, elf-like floppy ears, 
but it just wasn’t him.  Then it 
struck me. No…it couldn’t be…
It looked just like Coco, but that 
was impossible.  It was just my 
wishful thinking.  It just couldn’t 

be her. Coco was… err…gone to 
Jesus if you will.   But, still I had 
to find out for sure.
 As casually as I could I 
approached the woman and the 
dog and remarked how cute it was.  

W i t h o u t 
b e i n g 
prompted, 
t h e 

woman, as all dog 
lovers would, began 
to give me the full bio 
on her little friend.  
She had rescued her (ok, my first 
clue-it was a female) from the East 
Valley Animal Shelter  (OMG, 
this is all lining up) and she had 
been dropped off after somewhat 
recently having puppies. Bingo!!! 
Ok, three out of three positive 
hits, but I still couldn’t be sure.  
After all, I wasn’t too close to 
Coco for obvious reasons.  So 
I asked the kind lady if I could 
take some pictures. She seemed 

pleased that I thought her poochie 
was cute enough for photos and 
she happily agreed.  I didn’t dare 
share my suspicion with the kind 
lady out of fear she might whack 
me upside the head with a slightly 
used Christmas nutcracker, a one 
legged plastic child’s doll or bent 
bar-b-que implement, all which 
were all easily within arm’s 

reach, as she might think me a 
dognapper, extortionist or simply 
heartless for being complicit 
in dumping such a wonderful 
creature of God on doggie death 
row.
 Now you think I would 
have run to Mom’s right away 
for confirmation or dismissal of 
my pretty good circumstantial 
evidence, but no.  This was a 
delicate matter and I didn’t want 

to upset either Mom or Sandra 
in front of the whole family.  I 
finally found the opportunity 
two days later when Sandra and 
I were alone in the kitchen.  I 
told her my thrift shop story and 
showed her the pictures.  She 
almost fainted and then began 
to cry while proclaiming “That’s 
my baby! That’s Coco!!! She’s 
alive!!!”  She had confirmed it by 
the unique markings on Coco’s 
nose in the photos.  As I said, 
Coco was almost all white but 
with a few unique beige markings 
on her nose and ear tips.  Sandra 
was overjoyed.  Her baby was not 
only alive but loved and cherished 
by a kind lady.  
 Now, as amazing and 
wonderful this news was I just 
couldn’t believe the unlikelihood 
of how this all went down, or 
came together if you will.  I mean, 
what are the chances that the day 
after Sandra confided in me her 
deepest secret, her “Sophie’s 
Choice” that had tortured her all 
these years, the very NEXT day 
circumstances would bring Coco 
and I together?  Like a billion to 
one? A trillion?
 It had to be a message 
from God.  Or the dog gods.  Or 
from Coco herself.  Someone, 
or something, wanted Sandra to 
know that her baby Coco not only 
survived a potentially harsh fate 
but was fully loved and pampered.  
It was truly a Christmas miracle.
 Christopher James is an 
avid dog lover and a freelance 
writer for Valley News Group.

Coco’s pups: Pancho (at left) and 
Lucas (below)
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See UCLA doctors in your neighborhood

Making your health a priority is now easier than ever. With primary and specialty care locations  

in Encino, UCLA doctors are where you need us, when you need us. Because when it comes to  

your health, we go out of our way to make sure you never have to.

• Pain Medicine

• Plastic Surgery

•  Pulmonary Medicine

• Radiology

•  Rheumatology

• Sleep Medicine

•  Sports Medicine

•  Family Medicine

•  Internal Medicine

•  Pediatrics

• Allergy & Immunology

•  Cardiology

•  Critical Care Medicine

•  Dermatology

•  Digestive Diseases

•  Endocrinology

•  Hematology/Oncology

•  Infectious Diseases

•  Nephrology

•  Orthopedic Surgery

15503 Ventura Blvd., Suites 150, 170, 340   Encino, CA 91436

1-800-UCLA-MD1  (1-800-825-2631)     uclahealth.org/encino uclahealth.org/getsocial

EN/ENP

Schedule a 
  little  time
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