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Can You Survive An Active Shooter?

Bush Puts His Encino Estate on the Market
for $5 Million

By Laura Levinsky
 While the battle over 
gun control rages on, there is no 
denying that the number of active 
shooter incidences in this country 
continues to rise. International 
incidents such as the most recent 
New Zealand  mosque massacre 
or the tram 
shooting in 
the Nether-
lands are 
shocking to 
witness but 
also serve 
as a wake 
up call that 
these types 
of attacks 
can happen 
anywhere 
and at any 
time.  As 
with other 
types of 
disasters, it is incumbent upon all 
of us to learn to prepare ourselves 
for what could happen.
 The Los Angeles 
Police Department offers active 
shooter training, also known as 
the “Run Hide Fight” program, 
to community groups free of 
charge.  
 One such training 
was recently offered during the 
evening at Reseda High School.  
The intent of the program is to 
make our city a safer place to 
live, play and work.  The mission 
of the program is to provide a 
simple, common message to 
help citizens in the prevention, 
survival and recovery of an 
active shooter incident.
 “Run Hide Fight” is not 
funded.  It is entirely volunteer 
staffed and driven by instructors 
who have other full-time jobs.  
Over 200 instructors have been 
through extensive training and 
to-date trained over 35,000 
community members.
 Whether in your 
office or in a public place you 
should always be aware of your 
surroundings. The basic steps of 
the training are:

  
RUN:
 •Have an escape route 
and plan in mind.
 •Leave your belongings 
behind.
 •Run regardless of 
whether others agree to follow.

 •Help others escape, if 
possible.
 •Do not attempt to move 
wounded people.
 •Prevent others from 
entering an area where the active 
shooter may be.
 •Call 911 when you are 
safe.

HIDE:
 •Hide in an area out of 
the shooter’s view.
 •Lock the door or block 
the entry to your hiding place 
with tables, chairs or anything.
 •Silence your cell phone 
so that you are not detected by the 
shooter.

FIGHT:
 •Fight as a last resort 
and only when your life is in 
imminent danger.
 •Attempt to incapacitate 
the shooter.
 •Commit to your 
actions…your life depends on it.

 How you should react 
when law enforcement arrives:
 •Remain calm and 
follow instructions.
 •Put down any items in 

your hands (i.e. bags, jackets).
 •Raise hands and spread 
fingers.
 •Keep hands visible at 
all times.
 •Avoid quick move-
ments toward officers such as 

holding on 
to them for 
safety.
 
• A v o i d 
p o i n t i n g , 
screaming or 
yelling.

 • D o 
not stop to 
ask officers 
for help or 
d i r e c t i o n 
w h e n 
evacuating.

 Information  you should 
provide to law enforcement or 
911 operation:
 •Location of the active 
shooter.
 •Number of shooters.
 •Physical description of 
shooters.
 •Number and type of 
weapons held by shooters.
 •Number of potential 
victims at location.
 The idea of needing 
training to protect yourself and 
your loved ones from a shooter 
can be terrifying. Like other 
disaster trainings, you may never 
have to use the knowledge.  But 
like other disasters, it is better to 
have the training and never need 
it, than to not have the training 
when you need it.
 All of this information 
is available on the LAPD website 
at: http://www.lapdonline.org/
home/content_basic_view/64015
You can schedule training by 
contacting your local police sta-
tion.  
 Laura Levinsky is a 
consultant for nonprofits and 
a writer for the Valley News 
Group.

 Former “Access Hollywood” host Billy Bush is putting 
his Paul Williams Encino home on the market. Built in 1950, the 
property is almost an acre and consists of a main house as well as 
a two-bedroom pool/guest home and a three-car garage. Located in 
the exclusive Royal Oaks neighborhood, the expansive gated home 
features five bedrooms, six baths, a newly renovated kitchen, media 
room, a master bedroom with dual walk-closet and a secondary 
family room on the second floor of the home. Past the swimmer’s pool 
is an approximately 1,000 square foot fully equipped two-bedroom 
guesthouse. According to public records, Bush purchased the estate 
in 2004 for $3.05 million and is currently asking $5,395,000.
 Since the leaked video of Bush and Donald Trump joking 
about sexual assault was released, Bush has kept a low-key profile 
out of the spotlight. Having previously hosted the radio show “The 
Billy Bush Show” as well as being a reporter for NBC, Bush is 
apparently in talks to potentially return in a role at “Extra.”

 Early Wednesday morning on April 3, police raided the 
Encino home of hip-hop producer Mally Mall (Jamal Rashid). 
Both the LAPD and the Department of Fish and Wildlife served a 
warrant to Mall who is under investigation for human trafficking 
and trafficking exotic animals. Mall was arrested and many exotic 
animals were seized from his home including a serval cat, a spider 
money and a cotton-top tamarin monkey. 
 This is not his first brush with the law. In 2014, his Las Vegas 
home was previously raided as part of a federal human trafficking 
investigation. Known for working with artists such as Chris Brown, 
Snoop Dogg and Justin Bieber, Mall is known for his affinity for 
exotic animals. 

Encino Hip Hop Producer’s Home Raided by SWAT

Photo courtesy of Realtor.com
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* Save the date for Clean Up Encino Day on May 4. Sign up solo 
or with a team to help pick up neighborhood trash and keep the 
community clean. The Encino Chamber will provide water, trash bags, 
rakes, brooms and shovels but please bring your own gloves. For more 
information or to learn about sponsorship information for this event, 
visit encinochamber.org or call (818) 789-4711.

* Celebrate Holi, the festival of colors on Saturday, April 6, from 11 
am until 4 pm at Woodley Avenue Park (6100 Woodley Ave.) During 
this East meets West spring festival that originates from India, enjoy 
interactive dance, mantra bands, DJ’s, yoga, colors, cuisine, free hugs 
and lots of love! 

* Need to get rid of old tax returns? Past bank statements? Back by 
popular demand is the fourth annual Encino community shredding 
event. Taking place on Saturday, April 6, from 10 to 1 pm, at Libbit Park 
(5100 Libbit Ave.), this event is free to the public! For any questions, 
call or email Diane at 818-613-4655 or dianne@diannemerryl.com.

* Celebrate National Poetry Month at the Encino-Tarzana Library on 
Monday, April 8, at 6 pm. Learn a little more about poetry and make 
a book of color and poems under the guidance of Monica aka “the 
creative beast.” Supplies will be provided courtesy of the Encino-
Tarzan Friends of the Library.

* The Encino Neighborhood Council will be holding a Planning and 
Land Use meeting on Tuesday, April 9, at 6:30 pm. The meeting will 
be held at the Encino Women’s Club (4924 Paso Robles Ave).

* Crespi Carmelite High School holds their annual Car Show on 
Saturday, April 6, from 10 am to 3 pm. Held in the school student 
parking lot at the corner of Zelzah Ave. & Santa Rita St., this event 
is free to the public. Join the Crespi Dads’ Club for a day of fun, 
music and food as you admire a variety of exotic cars, speciality cars, 
classics, hot rods and more!

* The Encino Chamber of Commerce will hold a Disaster Prepardness 
Committee meeting on April 18 from 12 to 1 pm to learn how to 
properly respond when unexpected disaster strikes. The meeting will 
be held at Chamber offices located at 4933 Balboa Blvd. To RSVP, call 
818-789-4711.

*Help the community clean up Haskell Creek on April 13 from 8:30 
am to 12 pm. Wear clothes you don’t mind getting dirty in and closed 
toe shoes, plus bring work gloves if you have them! Meet at the 
amphitheater behind the rock faced buildings near 6100 Woodley Ave. 
For further information or questions, call Muriel at 310-457-5796 or 
Diana at 818-998-3216.

* Center Theatre Group invites current high school students, parents 
and teachers to attend the fourth annual College & Career Fair for the 
Arts on April 6 from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The fair is free to attend and 
will take place at The Music Center Annex located at 601 W. Temple 
St. in Downtown L.A.

* Join the process group “Women In Transition” on Saturday, April 
13, from 3:30 to 5:30 pm as they kick off their 10-week workshop. 
Ideal for women of all ages, the group will explore topics of self-care, 
boundaries, anger, creativity and more. The group will meet at 16055 
Ventura Blvd and each session is $65. For more information, contact 
Lynne Rafood Bidwell at lynnetherapy@gmail.com.

* Celebrate Earth Day festivities on Saturday, April 6, from 10 am to 
2:30 pm at Tarzana Park (5655 Vanalden Ave) with fun-filled activities 
for the whole family. Enjoy live music and family entertainment, 
while learning more about living green from Sierra Club, Department 
of Water and Power, Theodore Payne Foundation and more. Children 
can create art projects, plant seeds, visit animals at the Critter Squad 
station and play in the inflatable jumpers! For more information and 
a list of participants, please visit the Tarzana Neighborhood Council 
website at tarzananc.org.

HOME
EQUITY
LINE OF CREDIT 5.50%

APR*
after

as low as

3.98%
APR*

for the first 12 months

as low as

*The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is a variable rate based upon an index 
and a margin. The APR will vary with the Prime Rate (the index) as published 
in the Wall Street Journal. The introductory rate is a discounted variable APR 
and is based on Prime minus 1.52%, and will remain in effect for twelve 
months after loan origination. After this, the variable rate APR will range from
Prime + 0% to Prime + .425%, depending on the applicant’s credit score. 
As of April 1, 2019, the APR ranges from 5.5% to 5.925%. The APR may 
increase but will not exceed 18%. Offer based on auto-debit of payments 
from a First Bank checking account. If not auto-debiting payments from a 
First Bank checking account add .75% to both the introductory rate and the 
permanent rate. Rates are subject to change.

firstbanks.com
800-760-BANK

Daniel Mestas 
Branch Manager 

21757 Erwin Street, Woodland Hills 
(818) 936-1187 

Daniel.Mestas@fbol.com 

Sandy Cordova 
Branch Manager 

17801 Ventura Blvd., Encino 
(818) 905-2001 

Sandy.Cordova@fbol.com

Dreaming of a better backyard?
Your home could help you pay for it!
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COMMUNITYPEOPLE IN THE NEWS 

 The San Fernando 
Valley Master Chorale presents 
“The Music Between Us - Choral 
Sounds from Around the World” 
on Saturday, April 13 at 7:30 pm 
at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Encino (4963 Balboa Blvd.). 
 Led by artistic director 
Charlie Kim, the concert 
features a collection of choral 
arrangements of traditional 
music from countries around 
the world including composers 
Eric Whitacre, Shawn Kirchner, 

Sergio Barer, Sydney Guillaume, 
Paul Hindemith, and more. 
 “Music is a way 
humans can connect beyond 
language boundaries, political 
boundaries, cultural boundaries, 
any boundaries,” says Kim, a 
Southern California native and 
piano virtuoso.
 The San Fernando 
Valley Master Chorale is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit performance 
organization for choral singers 
founded in 1990 and representing 

Choral Sounds from Around the World
Members of the San Fernando Valley Master Chorale above.

the San Fernando Valley 
and surrounding areas. Its 
mission is to foster community 
engagement and pride through 
quality performances of chorale 
masterworks on a large scale 
and to be a beacon of the 
highest level of musicianship 
for audience and performers 
alike. To purchase tickets for this 
event, visit brownpapertickets.
com/event/4106173. 
 To learn morea about 
the Chorale, visit sfvmc.com.

.

Victory for Victims
17th Annual

REGISTER NOW!
runsignup.com/V4V2019

Benefitting

The Center for Assault Treatment Services
C·A·T·S 

SATURDAY, April 20, 2019
Woodley Park (Site 1), Van Nuys

10K River Run
8:00 a.m.

5K Walk/Run
8:15 a.m.

Kids Fun Run
9:30 a.m.

AKC 1-Mile Friendly Dog Walk
10:15 a.m.

HONORING

PAT BAKER
Saturday, April 13  5:00 pm

Hyatt Westlake Village 
Cocktails and Appetizers

Silent Auction
Raffle Wall

Dinner
Live Auction

Purchase Tickets. Preview Silent Auction. Make a Donation
at

one.bidpal.net/olgpartners/custom/custom2

For more information call
Jennifer Lopez
818.231.4383

jlopezfamily4@hotmail.com

 Horace Heidt Jr., 
bandleader, businessman and 
community volunteer, was 
honored by the United Chambers 
of Commerce. He received the 
organization’s “Rose Goldwater 
Award.”  The award is given 
in recognition of “excellence 
in community service as an 
outstanding corporate neighbor.” 
 Heidt is Co-Chair of 
United Chambers and President 
of the Horace Heidt Agency, 
which owns and operates 
a unique 220-unit, 10-acre 
apartment complex on Magnolia 
Blvd. Community-minded, he 
has served with the following 
chambers of commerce: Sherman 

Oaks, Encino, Van Nuys, 
Universal City/North Hollywood, 
Canoga Park, Los Angeles and 
United Chambers of Commerce. 
Heidt has served with Children’s 
Village USA, Screen Smart Set 
and the Southern California 
Motion Picture Council. For 
five years, he was the Honorary 
Chairman of the Valley Cultural 
Center, and has served on the 
Board of Directors of the  VICA 
and was on the Executive 
Committee of  New Directions 
for Youth.  Shown above giving 
him the award is Dale Surowitz, 
immediate past chair of United 
Chambers and CEO of Providence 
Tarzana Medical Center.

Award recepient Heidt Jr., left, and Dale Surowitz.
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A Note from the

A Note from 
Councilman Koretz

On Site Design 
& Installation
310.869.9079

CONVERT 
YOUR 
GARAGE
TO LIVING 
SPACE!

Bercsi Development Inc.
Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461

Before...

After...

FREE ESTIMATES!

By Diana Duenas 
 If you can read this, 
thank a teacher!
 We have all benefitted 
from having a really great 
teacher.  They have helped 
shape who we are today.  The 
great ones do things just a little 
bit differently.  They encourage, 
they make learning fun, they use 
real-life examples and they go 
above what is expected.
 This month, we are 
celebrating 19 of those really 
great teachers at our 25th annual 
Teacher of the Year Awards 
Dinner on April 25th at the 
Hilton Woodland Hills.  
 We are also celebrating 
those teachers in our own 

lives that still stand out… 30+ 
some odd years later!  We will 
have “Dedication Pages” in our 
program.  For $10 a square, you 
can say thank you to one or more 
of your really great teachers that 
made an impact on your life.
 Another way to show 
our teachers that you appreciate 
them is by donating school 
supplies or items that a teacher 
can use in their personal life for 
our appreciation carts.  Again, 
we have 19 teachers that we are 
honoring this year and we need to 
fill those carts.  
 Other Upcoming Events 
are: “Spring InTo Wellness” at 
Westfield Fashion Square April 

6th, Paint the Balboa Bridge 
over the L.A. River April 13th 
and our Business Networking 
Lunch on April 16th at The Gate 
to the Mediterranean ~ Call the 
Encino Chamber office for more 
information or to RSVP (818) 
789-4711.
 Finally, join us 
in welcoming our newest 
member Speech Language 
and Educational Associates – 
working to enhance the lives of 
individuals with special needs… 
because everyone deserves to 
achieve their full potential.
 Diana Duenas is the 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Encino Chamber of Commerce.

Jesus A. Lopez
Registered Representative
CA Insurance License #OC28958

5341 Alhama Drive Ste. 4
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
j.lopez@woodlburyfinancial.net

(818) 456-4770 Office
(818) 231-2877 Cell
(7818 456-4873 Fax

 Congratulations to the 
Encino Enterprise and welcome 
to the neighborhood!
 As Councilmember of 
the Fifth District, that includes 
Encino, I wanted to offer a warm 
welcome to the community as well 
as sincerest kudos on providing 
local community coverage.  
 While my role as one 
of 15 City Councilmembers 
is as a legislator for the City’s 
government, it is also to help my 
constituents achieve best practices 
from our City Departments.  So I 
thought I would begin by letting 
you know the best ways to reach 
me.
 Our office in Encino is 
at 15760 Ventura Blvd (across the 
street from Valley Beth Shalom) 
and we can be reached by phone 
at 818-971-3088.  When you call 
you might be greeted by Cara 
Goldman, who is a caseworker for 
the Valley District office and has 
been providing valley residents 
with assistance with their DWP 
issues, street repair requests, 

sanitation issues and 
relaxed parking and 
parking enforcement 
requests since 2013.  She 
is a wealth of knowledge 
and a great resource for 
the community. 
 Also, you 
should be sure to get to 
know my Encino field 
deputy Christopher 
Givens.  You might 
meet Christopher at one of 
Encino’s Neighborhood Council 
neighborhood clean ups or at an 
Encino Chamber of Commerce 
committee meeting.  Chris is 
there to be my eyes and ears and 
please do not hesitate to reach out 
to him if you have any questions 
or issues. 
 Of course, I also have 
regular office hours and all of 
my staff are available to help 
you whether from City Hall or 
in the Encino office.  Please visit 
and bookmark my website www.
CouncilmemberPaulKoretz.com 
to get to know a little bit more 

about me and the rest of my staff.   
While you are there you can 
even sign up for my newsletter 
for bi-monthly updates about 
legislation, departmental updates 
and other news you can use. 
 Born in the San 
Fernando Valley, Koretz took his 
oath to office to begin his first term 
representing the 5th District in 
2009. Throughout his continued 
years of elected service, he strives 
to deliver on his commitment 
to governmental efficiency, 
transparency, accountability, and 
accessibility – principles that 
have guided his life of activism, 
service, and leadership.

Want to Reach Another 10,000 Homes? 
5,000 Businesses? 12,000 Online Readers?

Call 818-313-9545
or email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 
to advertise in the Encino Enterprise!

Join these advertisers and community leaders
to reach a new, afluent audience of readers 
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Reader Responses
To Our First Issue!

On our debut issue:    
 “I just got a copy of the Encino Enterprise. I love it and I’m so happy there’s a local paper. My 
mom has been in her Encino house since 1949 and I moved in with her a little over two years ago to help 
with her care. I look forward to reading the next paper!” - Patty S., Encino resident
 
 “Love it!! Thank you for doing this. Will use your advertisers whenever I can. Look forward to 
your next issues.” - Evelyn P., Encino resident

       “Just wanted to say hello and welcome to the neighborhood. We wish the Encino Enterprise great 
success.” -Los Encinos Docent Association

        “Thank you for the first edition dropped to our office! We are right under that LOVE sign on page 
one!!! -Cindy L., Encino businesswoman

On our Waze cover story: 
 “It is incorrect that nothing can be done. Some well place ‘no left (right) turn’ signs could go a 
long way in alleviating our problem. It would be nice, before someone gets killed with commuters racing 
through our residential streets.” - Fredi S., Encino resident

          “Thanks for your article on Waze disruption. In the article you say that the position of LAPD is 
that they can’t do anything unless commuters violate traffic rules. But they don’t say anything about the 
efforts they put in to enforce the rule...There is a no-right turn on Bajio that is frequently violated and the 
LAPD does nothing to the violators....Another related point is that, while the roads are public, they were 
not designed for the volume of traffic and speed at which people drive through them...At the least the city 
should put in measures to calm traffic. The city has a bizarre system of installing speed bumps, which you 
should look into also.” -Siddarth, Encino resident

 ‘We have lived on Calneva since 1965.  Needless to say, the traffic is terrible.  Some times it is 
so bad it is stopped completely in front of our house. This traffic goes on from 6:30 to 9:30 at least.  In the 
evening it is a constant flow of traffic down the street and it is bumper to bumper going down Hayvenhurst 
Ave.” -Sherry and Mike N., Encino residents

 “I live in College Acres. The past few years during the rush hour morning and night traffic has 
tripled. I live on the corner of Oxnard and Oakdale. I always felt the smart phones were the contributing 
factor. Not much can be done about it. I’m sure when the new overhaul in the Warner Center is done, it 
will just triple again.” -Kenny C., Encino resident

By Katie Sterling 
 Thank you so much 
for the overwhelmingly 
positive response to the new 
Encino Enterprise! We’ve 
heard positive feedback from 
businesses in the community as 
well as local residents, a small 
sampling of which you can view 
at left. We aimed from the start 
to build this as a community 
paper and are thrilled that you 
have welcomed us with open 
arms. As we continue to build 
the Enterprise, we welcome 
futher involvement from locals 
and we want to do our part to 
help Encino thrive.
 We would also like 
to extend a thanks to our 
community partners; the Encino 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Encino Neighborhood Council 
and local community officials 
who took the time to meet us to 

discuss local issues, acquaint us 
with the neighborhood and give 
us guidance. 
 We’ve walked Ventura 
Blvd. distributing bundles to 
businesses and thrown papers 
in driveways to spread the word 
as best as we can. If you have 
a business where you would 
like issues to be delivered, let 
us know! And as always, feel 
free to email “Register Me” to 
EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 
to receive a digital copy every 
publication day!
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By Steven B Siskin 
 The recent decision by 
the Fed to keep rates unchanged 
was not unexpected.  What did, 
however, surprise the markets 
was the Fed’s shift in tone from 
somewhat hawkish to decidedly 
dovish.  
 The Fed lowered their 
forecast for economic growth 
and suggested that further rate 
increases will be tempered as well 
as announcing their intent to slow 
the process of reducing the runoff 
of U.S. treasury holdings.  
 By reducing the runoff 
of treasuries, the Fed is effectively 
causing the yield curve to flatten 
further as the supply of longer-
dated bonds shrinks.  Certain 
sectors of the treasury yield curve 
have already inverted resulting 
in a growing conviction by some 
that the U.S. economy is heading 
towards recession.
 In the less than one week 
since the Fed’s announcement, 
long-term yields have fallen 
by nearly 25 basis points while 
short-term money market rates 
remain unchanged.  Equities also 
received a lift in reaction to the 
Fed’s announcement albeit less 
tempered.
 Recent economic data 
seems to justify lower yields 
in and around the 2.50% range 
as there appears no doubt that 
economic growth is slowing and 

inflation remains in check.   
 The question for 
investors is whether the current 
slowdown will lead to recession 
and therefore even lower yields.  
So far the evidence does not seem 
to support that.   
 Credit spreads in the 
corporate bond market remain 
tight (positive for the economy), 
yet investors are not being 
compensated for the risk they are 
incurring.  This has the potential 
for increased credit downgrades 
and increased default risk, 
a scenario that could have a 
cascading effect.
 At the same time, the 
high-quality municipal bond 
market has seen tremendous 
demand as investors seek safer 
havens along with one of the only 
remaining investments offering 
tax-exemption.
 As long as the economy 
does not drift into recession, the 
current outlook would suggest 
that bond yields will remain low 
and equities should continue to 
generate positive returns albeit 
with increased volatility and 
potentially diminished returns 
compared to recent years.
 Steven B Siskin is 
a private wealth advisor at 
Raymond James Financial 
Services. Call 818-528-7660 
for any investment planning 
questions.

1977. 
Your first real responsibility 
drooled a lot. Which seems 
pretty manageable compared 
to having kids in college and 
aging parents to care for in
2019.
One minute you’re just a kid with a new dog. The next, life’s far more 
complicated. That’s why a Raymond James financial advisor will partner 
with you to build a plan that accounts for your increasingly complex 
financial needs. From tuition and senior care, to your own desire to enjoy the 
retirement lifestyle you’ve always wanted. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. © 2019 
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services 

offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Steven B. Siskin
Branch Manager

16133 Ventura Blvd. #530 
Encino, CA. 91436  
T 800.460.4218  //  T 818.528.7660  
Steven.Siskin@raymondjames.com 
www.stevenbsiskin.com

Fed’s Financial Forecast

United Chambers of Commerce Announces 5 
Inspirational Women of the San Fernando Valley
 The United Chambers of 
Commerce of the San Fernando 
Valley recently selected five 
honorees as the 2019 Inspirational 
Women of the San Fernando 
Valley, sponsored by California 
State University Northridge and 
Wells Fargo. 
 This fifth annual 
event recognizes women who 
have been trailblazing a path 
to making the San Fernando 
Valley a better community. The 
committee sought nominations 
from across all industries, 
including for profit, non-profit, 
education, government, and law 
enforcement.  
 Out of the dozens 
of nominations, the 2019 
Inspirational Women honorees 
were whittled down by a selection 
committee made up of members 
from the business and non-profit 
community. The five deserving 
women to be honored are the 
following: 
 Arlene Alpert is a former 
social worker for the Department 
of Public Social Services for 

the County of Los Angeles and 
currently an active community 
volunteer and a board member 
with the Child Development 
Institute.
  Dr. Yvonne Chan  is the 
Founding Principal of Vaughn 
Next Century Learning Center 
where she turned crack houses 
into school houses, established 
a family center, transformed 
gang territories to college 
prep laboratories, provided 
global studies and maintained a 
performance pay system for all 
staff.  
  Natalie Hill is the 
Founder and President of 
HoldYou Foundation which she 
established in 2015 to fill a void 
in support services for families 
with children suffering from a 
life-threatening illness. Today 
this growing organization is a 
vital lifeline and a ray of hope, 
having helped over 175 struggling 
families in Southern California. 
  Jean Sinatra serves as 
a legal management recruiter 
and longtime community 

volunteer with the LAPD Van 
Nuys and North Hollywood 
divisions, including serving time 
as President of the Mid Valley 
Community Police Council.
  Brenda Young, also 
affectionately known as “Ms. 
Y” by her students, teaches 
English and theater at John 
R. Wooden High School, an 
Alternate Pathway Education 
Center (LAUSD) for at-risk teens 
in Reseda. She coaches a slam 
poetry team and advises a Girls 
Build LA cohort, sponsored by 
LA Promise Fund, a city-wide 
organization to empower young 
women to develop community 
projects and leadership skills.
 These five exemplary 
women will be honored at a 
luncheon open to the public at 
the Hilton-Woodland Hills (6360 
Canoga Ave) on May 8.    
 Those interested in 
attending the award luncheon 
may contact Marian Jocz at the 
United Chambers at 818-981-
4491 or by email at marian@
unitedchambers.org.
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LET US PROTECT 
WHAT IS MOST
IMPORTANT TO YOU

Contact us for a 
complimentary 
consultation and 
policy review 

John Cervenka 
Insurance Agent & Private Client Specialist
      818.492.9616 x260
      john.cervenka@gasparinsurance.com
      privateclient.gasparinsurance.com

6345 Balboa Blvd. Suite 290
Encino, CA 91316 

Gaspar Insurance Private Client is a 
new division of Gaspar Insurance 
Services that specializes in servicing 
affluent individuals and families with 
distinct insurance needs. 

Some of the benefits include:

Concierge level claims handling

Proactive risk management

Access to top tier home vendors 
and specialists

Assistance with specialty policies 
including international medical, 
kidnap & ransom, fraud coverage 
for families, and more 

CA Ins. Lic. #0G66626

Uber
For 

Cougars?

 The presence of the 
local mountain lion population 
has been a thoroughly contested 
issue in recent months to say the 
least.
 Roaming through 
residential streets and mingling 
with the metropolitan area, 
mountain lions have suffered 
barriers that are threatening their 
possible extinction. Perhaps 
the biggest factor threatening 
their livelihood is the bustling 
freeways that divide them from 
the mountains where they can 
freely roam and mate.
 In the Santa Monica 
Mountains, the 101 Freeway 
exists as an impenetrable barrier 
for a group of 10 mountain lions 
and in the Santa Ana Mountains, 
the 15 Freeway limits the 
movement of a family of 20 

cougars. Biologists are concerned 
that the population is just decades 
from extinction due to urban 
encroachments, inbreeding, 
vehicle strikes, animal poison 
and recent wildfires that have 
forced them to wander from their 
naturally established homes. 
 In an effort to combat 
these issues, they are considering 
drastic measures to keep the 
population of the animals 
thriving; to capture and shuttle 
the animals across the freeway to 
find a mate. 
 While a large portion 
are against the idea of essentially 
providing a shuttle service for 
animals that are intended to be 
wild, research shows a similar 
method was successful in bringing 
the critically endangered Florida 
panther back from the brink. 

 While mountain lions 
are not endangered in all of 
California, certain groups do 
face extinction because of these 
so called “wildlife islands” 
barricaded in by freeways.  
 Although several 
cougars have successfully 
crossed the freeways, only one 
has managed to reproduce, 
highlighting the difficulty of 
diversifying the gene pool.  The 
journal Ecological Applications 
predicts extinction probabilities 
of 16 to 28 percent over the next 
50 years while factors such as 
wildfire and disease only further 
the haste in which they disappear. 
Only time and trial can reflect if 
this Uber for cougars will prove 
successful in protecting the 
species from complete extinction. 

*Science Tip: You can distinguish an alligator from a crocodile by 
paying attention to whether the animal sees you later or in a while. 

* Spring is here, I’m so excited I wet my plants! 

* Thought of the day: Applause is the only appreciated interruption.

* If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring? 
Pilgrims!

* Maddie Sciarra chimes in with, “My boyfriend was really mad at 
the fact that I have no sense of direction. So I packed up my stuff and 
right.”

*With tax season upon us, enjoy these facts and yuck yucks and laugh 
through the pain...
 * Children may be deductible, but they are still taxing.

 *Leno jokes, “Worried about an IRS audit? Avoid what’s 
called a red flag. That’s something the IRS always looks for. For 
example, say you have some money left in your bank account after 
paying taxes. That’s a red flag.”

 * The IRS sends out 8 billion pages of forms and instructions 
each year. Laid end to end, they would stretch 28 times around the 
earth.

 * Two things in life are inevitable: death and taxes. At least 
death only happens once.

 * The IRS employs 114,000 people — twice as many as the 
CIA and five times more than the FBI.

Snakebite Season
 Thanks to the heavy 
rainfall this winter, a warmer 
spring is around the corner 
meaning everyone is eager to get 
outside and enjoy the sunshine…
including the snake population 
awakening from their hibernation.
 The Southern Pacific 
rattlesnake, the most common 
venomous snake living in SoCal, 
is benefiting from the effects of 
the steady rainfall both in food 
supply and in lush acreage to 
slither in. For the unsuspecting 
person enjoying the outdoors, this 
can be a deadly encounter waiting 
to happen.
 Assistant medical 
director Dr. Cyrus Rangan of 
the California Poison Control 
Center calls the time between 
now and September, “snakebite 
season.” Between 300 to 400 
calls of snakebites are taken each 
year primarily during spring 
and summer. Treatment with an 
antivenom leads to a full recovery 
but if untreated for more than 
eight hours, the venom can eat 

away at the tissue resulting in 
severe bodily damage. If bitten, 
head immediately to a hospital. 
“Skip all the cowboy remedies, 
like tying a tourniquet or sucking 
out the venom,” Rangan said. “All 
those things have been proven not 
to help or make it worse.”
 For those who do 
encounter a rattlesnake, especially 
on popular hiking trails in the 
area, keep your distance. Don’t be 
tempted to lean in to snap a photo 
or get closer as snakes are prone 
to strike when provoked and they 
strike fast. For the most part, they 
want to stay away from humans 
as much as humans want them to 
keep their distance.    
However, with breeding season 
in full effect, the prevalence of 
rattlesnakes and their litters is 
sure to increase in the coming 
months. Due to their ability to 
camouflage themselves quite 
well, hikers and outdoorsmen are 
encouraged to tread carefully, be 
vigilant and keep an ear out for 
the telltale rattle. 
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Golden Ticket to 
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”

By Brittany Humes
 There is something 
oddly frightening about “Willy 
Wonka & the Chocolate Factory.” 
For a film about candy, there are 
many adults that shiver at the 
mere mention of re-watching the 
Gene Wilder fantasy. And don’t 
get me started on the Johnny 
Depp remake; I think we can all 
collectively pretend that never 
happened. So when I saw that 
“Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory” was coming to The 
Pantages, I was intrigued. 
 I couldn’t help but 
wonder just how they were going 
to pull it off. Death by candy? 
Oompa Loompas? The chocolate 
fountain? Much to my surprise, 
however, the musical delivered in 
a way the films never could. 
 First and foremost, 
there’s an inherent sweetness in 
the musical; a deliberate way 
of weaving the tale that appeals 
to both children and adults. The 
set’s magic and the playful songs 
keep the kids entertained while 
the abundant humor has the 
adults doubled over until the end. 
It’s the story we all know and 
love (to hate) but gentler… more 

palatable. 
 Surprisingly, the 
ingenuity of both the cast and the 
set was a joy to watch. For one, 
the chorus dancers stole the show. 
In mere seconds, they switched 
from townspeople to dancing 
squirrels and back again, without 
skipping a beat. The grandparents 
weren’t just lazy freeloaders; 
they were comic relief and a 
sweet reminder to take care 
of our loved ones. The fellow 
child winners were hilariously 
exaggerated representations of 
their hometowns which made the 
standout performance of simple 
Charlie so memorable. 
 With everything going 
on in the world, I can get behind 
a message as simplistic as the one 
this musical delivers. Charlie, 
with the help of a fantastic 
Willy Wonka, makes believing 
in yourself cool again and helps 
us all remember, all it takes is a 
world of pure imagination.
 Brittany Humes 
currently works in film marketing. 
She is an LA native living in the 
Valley with her two cats, Tim and 
TinyBabyCat.

By Britt Campbell
 Native art 
has been gaining 
prominence in major 
museum institutions 
across the United 
States. It was a 
deliberate choice 
back in October 
of 2018 when 
the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in 
New York chose to 
open its exhibition 
“Art of Native 
American: The 
Charles and Valerie 
Diker Collection in 
its American Wing.” 
This show marks 
the first time that 
indigenous art has 
been the sole focus of 
an exhibition in that space.
 Typically, Native 
American art tends to be displayed 
in context of a past peoples, often 
hung closer to artwork of Oceania 
cultures and rarely taking center 
stage in museum institutions. The 
Autry Museum in Los Angeles 
seeks to disrupt this standard. 
The Autry, whose mission is to 
bring together the stories of all 
peoples of the American West, 
has been championing the work 
of native artists for a decade. 
In 2013 the Autry opened their 
permanent exhibition “Art of the 
West” which presents artworks 
according to thematic overtures 

Centered in Ingenious Perspective “Indian Country: The Art of David Bradley” at the Autry

instead of the curatorial 
convention of presenting works 
chronologically. With this 
redesign of a gallery that had been 
unchanged since the museum’s 
opening in 1988, the Autry set 
a precedent for a reevaluation 
of who and what is considered 
American art.  
 With their recent 
opening of “Indian Country: 
The Art of David Bradley” 
on March 31, 2019 the Autry 
continues its dedication to 
a nuanced interpretation of 
Western art. David Bradley 
(Minnesota Chippewa, born 

1954) is a recognized voice in 
contemporary Native art, and the 
perfect introduction to ingenious 
artwork for any audience. 
He brilliantly synthesizes a 
myriad of American art sources 
allowing multiple entry points 
into his works. 
 Consider yourself an 
art buff? You will find yourself 
well occupied in a treasure 
hunt of canonical art master’s 
references. Anyone from Warhol 
(Hopi Maidens), Rousseau 
(Sleeping Indian), Jasper Johns 
(Border Lands) to DaVinci (Pow 
Wow Princess) among others, 
make appearances in the work 
currently on view. 
 Art history not your 
thing? Maybe you identify more 

as a pop culture junkie? Spending 
time with the works, pop culture 
embeds itself with characters 
who populate Bradley’s highly 
detailed scenes. Bill and Hillary 
Clinton, Monica Lewinsky, the 
Lone Ranger, Tonto and Freida 
Kahlo are some of the most 
recognizable figures who may 
catch your eye. 
 “Indian Country: The 
Art of David Bradly,” is the 
second of three shows opening 
at the Autry between 2018 - 2020 
with a focus on contemporary 
Native masters. Bradley is the 
embodiment of the work the Autry 
has sought and seeks to achieve. 
Both Bradley and the Autry Henry Boshart as Charlie Bucket.

weave history, art and pop culture 
into a visible narrative that is at 
once historical and contemporary, 
bringing dissonance to the 
presentation of American art 
without the inclusion of all voices 
of Americans.  
 “Indian Country: The 
Art of David Bradly” is currently 
on view at the Autry Museum of 
the American West until January 
5, 2030. 
 “Art of the West” is a 
permanent exhibition currently 
on view at the Autry Museum of 
the American West. 
 The Autry Museum of 
the American West is located 

at 4700 Western Heritage Way, 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 with the 
following visiting hours: Tuesday 
to Friday: 10:00 am–4:00 pm and 
Saturday to Sunday: 10:00 am–
5:00 pm. For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit theautry.
org.    
 Britt Campbell is a 
second generation Angelino 
who lives in the San Fernando 
Valley. Born into a family of 
artists, and having completed a 
BA in Art History, Britt currently 
works at The Autry Museum 
in Los Angeles. Her interests 
include music festivals, emerging 
creatives, and public art. 

David Bradley, Hopi Maidens, 2012, mixed media

YOUR CHOICE OF TOPPINGS
• Fresh Basil • Sausage • Mushrooms •

• Onions • Pepperoni • Meatballs
• Green Peppers • Fresh Brocooli 

• Canadian Bacon • Anchovies • Pineapple 
• Jalapenos • Spinach •Salami • Ham 

• Black Olives • Sliced Olives • Sliced Tomato 
• Fresh Garlic • Eggplant • Ground Beef • 

Chicken ($1.50 Extra) 

Grab A Slice 
of This Deal! 

Must present coupon. No substitutions.Expires 6-30-19

Must present coupon. No substitutions.Expires 6-30-19Must present coupon. No substitutions.Expires 6-30-19
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Champs Sports
Journeys Le Pain Quotidien

85 °C Bakery Café
Salon Dioro

franchesca’s
Lolli and Pops

Clarks

 Don’t miss the sweetest photo “hop” of the season! The 
Easter Bunny will be  visiting Westfield Topanga from April 12 
to April 20 to take pictures with visiting kids! Monday through 
Saturday, the hours are from 11 am to 8 pm (Bunny takes a break 
from 3 to 4 pm) and Sundays from 11 am to 7 pm (Bunny takes a 
break from 2:30 to 3:30 pm). Reserve online at celebrateyourholiday.
com/Reservations/SelectDate?occasionRef=easter2019-topanga to 
skip the lines and hop on over!

Easter Bunny Photo “Hop”

Touch a Truck!
 Touch-A Truck on Saturday, April 6, from 9 
am to 1 pm is a family-friendly event designed to allow 
children to explore, climb and touch vehicles of all shapes 
and sizes! Meet the people who build, protect and serve 
Los Angeles County or get creative at the arts and crafts 
table. Plus food trucks will be on-site offering food for 
purchase! Tickets for this Westfield Fashion Square event 
are $10 for a Single Rider, $35 for a Family Van (four 
tickets) and $125 for the Bulldozer Bundle (14 tickets). 
Children two and younger are free. To purchase tickets in 
advance, visit jlla.org/touch-a-truck. 

Tickle your Tastebuds at Taste of the Valley
 The Taste of the Valley is the San Fernando 
Valley’s ultimate wine, brews and spirits tasting plus food 
festival which returns on Thursday, April 11 from 5 to 8:30 
pm. With over 45 restaurants, 120 wineries and microbrews, 
all proceeds from this event benefit the Valley Cultural 
Foundation who provide diverse programs and events in the 
arts that bring talent, community, businesses and education 
together. Tickets are on sale for $64 through April 10 and 
$80 at the door. Attendees must be 21 years of age, I.D. 
required. Use code “Westfield” for $10 off the ticket price!

Spring into Wellness
 In partnership with the Westfield Fashion Square and 
Encino Chamber of Commerce, the Spring Into Wellness Health 
Expo will be held on Saturday, April 6, from 10 am to  2 pm. Held at 
Westfield Fashion Square (14006 Riverside Dr.), this event promotes 
and enhances the health and wellness of our community. A two-floor 
event at Westfield, the Expo has free health and safety services, a 
ninja obstacle course, diagnostic tests, demonstrations and stage 
performances from local schools! The event is free to attend and all 
are welcome.

Fairy Tea Party!
 Fairies and Dragons Parties will be hosting a special 
springtime tea party with the Easter Bunny and all his fairy friends 
on April 11 from 11 am to 12:30 pm! Tea party refreshments will be 
served and activities include Easter crafts,  photo op, face painting 
and an egg hunt. Child tickets are $25 while adults are $5. Space is 
limited, reserve online at fairiesanddragonsparties.com. Fairies and 
Dragons is located at 16733 Ventura Blvd.

 The whole family is invited to Storytime at Barnes 
and Noble Studio City on Saturday, April 6, at11:00 am to 
read Family Forever from the Sesame Street family. When 
Julia’s beloved fuzzy friend Fluffster goes missing, everyone 
works together to find him, and by the end it is clear that 
when “family and friends stick together,” everyone is 
happy! Afterwards, get a coupon from the café for a grilled 
cheese sandwich with milk or juice for $4!

Family is Forever
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Hogwart’s Light Show 
Goes Dark

 Since its induction into 
the Universal Studios theme park 
family, The Wizarding World 
of Harry Potter hasn’t ceased to 
amaze guests with their ability 
to bring chapters of the dynamic 
story to life. 
 Following the success 
of their previous projection 
installments, “The Nighttime 
Lights at Hogwarts Castle” and 
“The Magic of Christmas at 
Hogwarts Castle,” this beloved 
light show projected on Hogwarts 
Castle is about to go dark…
 A powerful and brand 
new installation entitled “Dark 
Arts at Hogwarts Castle,” is sure 
to appease any Slytherin fan as it 
highlights the darkest creatures 
of the Potter universe, including 
He Who Shall Not Be Named 
himself. 
 Through the use of light, 
music and varying special effects, 
Voldemort and his followers will 
take over Hogwarts Castle nightly 
from April 13 to 28 with a special 
return appearance from May 25 
to 27. Intended to be more intense 
and certainly more dramatic 
than the previous celebratory 
light shows, this projection aims 
to reflect the darker side of the 
Potter universe.
 Some of the darkest 

battles and creatures that Harry 
and the gang have faced will be 
present during this spectacle. 
From Dementors to Death Eaters 
and every villainous creature in 
between, guests will be asked 
to summon their collective 
strength to summon a Patronus 
spell and cast Hogsmeade in the 
overpowering glow of good to 
defeat Voldemort and his darker 
dependents.  
 Accompanied by an 
exclusive musical arrangement 
based off John William’s original 
score and conducted by William 
Ross and recorded by the 
London Symphony Orchestra, 
this experience is sure to be all 
encompassing in both sound and 
sight. 
 Proving faithful to the 
more treacherous aspects of 
the Potter universe, this unique 
projection lightshow transports 
guests into the magical realm and 
all its facets- after all, without the 
Dark Arts, our hero would never 
have had his moment to shine. 
 Visit www.
UniversalStudiosHollywood.
com for more details and to 
purchase tickets for this limited 
engagement. Advance purchase 
is recommended as limited tickets 
are available. 

Hollywood Horror Nights Update
 Netflix’s Original Series 
“Stranger Things” returns to 
Universal Studios Hollywood 
this fall, debuting all new mazes 
inspired by the last two seasons 
of the critically acclaimed Netflix 
series. 
 The maze continues the 
suspenseful storyline where a 
group of misfits are terrozied by 
a  predatory entity in the small 
town of Hawkins and delves even 
further into the parallel universe 
the Upside Down.

Aside from the Stranger maze, 
multiple movie-quality mazes 
based on iconic horror television 
shows, films and original stories 
come to life season after season. 
Plus, scare zones throughout the 
park are guaranteed to keep you 
on your toes!  
 For more information 
about “Halloween Horror 
Nights” at Universal Studios 
Hollywood and Universal 
Orlando Resort, visit www.
HalloweenHorrorNights.com.

ENCINO 818.345.6144
Not Valid With Any Other Offer With Coupon Only. Exp 4-15-19

CATERING / PARTY ROOM
(20-25 People)

LUNCH/DINNER
SPECIALS

BEER & WINE  AVAILABLE
CHILDREN’S MENU

$     Off5
Total Purchase of $20 or More

Excludes menu specials& Gluten Free items
Encino Location Only

Not valid with any other offer. With Coupon Only. Expires 5-3-19
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Not Valid With Any Other Offer With Coupon Only. Exp 4-15-19

CATERING / PARTY ROOM
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 Pizza is always the 
answer. You don’t even really 
need to know what the question is. 
After all, having a bad day? Pizza. 
L o o k i n g 
to treat 
yourself? 
P i z z a . 
C a n ’ t 
c o m -
p r o m i s e 
on dinner? 
B y 
d e f a u l t , 
the answer 
is always 
pizza. It’s 
a truth uni-
v e r s a l l y 
a c k n o w -
ledged, or 
at least to 
this writer, 
that pizza is the be all, end all.
 Those that seemingly 
agree with me would be the folks 
behind Pizza Cookery Encino. 
After all, in running the restaurant 
for the past 38 years, pizza is their 
claim to fame…as it rightfully 
should be.  With an endless array 
of toppings available, pies are 
crafted to each customer’s liking 
and cooked to cheesy perfection. 
But pizza is only the stepping 
stone of the wide array of options 
their menu offers. After all, those 
familiar with the eatery would 
be quick to highlight the famous 
antipasto salad which combines 
fresh romaine with mozzarella, 
pepperoni, salami, mortadella, 
onion, garbanzo beans and their 
refreshing Italian dressing. A 
salad so jam-packed with a 
variety of delectables, it’s both a 
healthier and hearty option. Plus, 
don’t even get me started on the 
freshly baked cheesy garlic rolls 
on offer. I’ve eaten more of those 
rolls before my actual meal than I 
would like to admit. 
 From a variety of pasta 
options to endless salad and pizza 

concoctions, Pizza Cookery 
Encino makes sure there are 
options for everyone. As a family- 
run operation, they recognize 

the importance 
of a family 
being able to eat 
dinner together 
despite allergies, 
intolerances, or 
palates. As such, 
the majority of 
their menu is 
mirrored in both 
vegan and gluten 
-free variations 
of their classic 
dishes so no diner 
is left out. Try 
even stepping out 
of your usual or-
der! As a creature 

of habit, I’m prone to ordering 
my usual but I was so pleasantly 
surprised when I was offered the 
tuna salad they have on offer. 
After all, it was probably 
one of the best tuna salads 
I’ve ever had and I never 
would have thought to order 
it because I’m so blinded by 
their delicious pizza. 
 While the Pizza 
Cookery Encino’s menu 
is slightly different than 
the Woodland Hills 
location (under different 
ownerships), it’s clear 

that both restaurants share the 
incredible sense of family. 
Customers walk in and their 

order is remembered to a tee, 
regulars don’t even need to open 
a menu to know what they want 
and kids’ fan art dons the walls 
of the cozy interior. It’s beyond 
clear that the restaurant and the 
people who run it are well loved 
by the community they serve. 
They even make sure they are 
fully accessible to customers, 
not only taking phone or online 
orders but partnering with all the 
major food delivery app services 
so customers can eat their body 
weight in rolls in the comfort of 
their own home. No judgement 
here! 
 Open for both lunch 
and dinner, Pizza Cookery is the 
ideal spot for friends, families, 
associates or simply grabbing 
a quick bite to go. With their 
popular “Tasty Little Combos,” 
diners can indulge in a small 

“Tasty Little Combo” portions

entree, salad, rolls and a soda 
for an economical price. Their 
portions are so generous, you’ll 
most likely even have leftovers 
to take home. Down-to-Earth 
and delicious, it’s no wonder 
that this neighborhood spot has 
stayed a classic over the years. 
 Pizza Cookery Encino is 
located at 17976 Ventura Blvd. 

Visit pizzacookeryencino.com or 
call 818-345-6144.

Above: Famous Antipasto salad

Pizza is Always the Answer
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www.havingbabies.com/about-hrc/staff/michael-a-feinman

ENCINO • WESTLAKE VILLAGE • WEST LOS ANGELES 

We are a full-service fertility program. 
Services include:

Donor Insemination 

IVF 

Egg Donation

Surrogacy

Preimplantation Genetic Screening 

Gender Selection

Implantation Failure Clinics

Over 20 years of experience helping same sex couples

Dr. Michael Feinman, MD, FACOG
11503 Ventura Blvd Suite 200

Encino, CA 91436

818-788-7288

www.havingbabies.com

818-788-7288
15503 Ventura Blvd., Suite 200, Encino CA 91436

Secondary Infertility

and forensic interviews for 
victims of domestic and sexual 
violence and child sexual abuse. 
 Registration and 
opening ceremonies start at 
6:30 am. The fitness, health and 
business expo and aerobic warm 
up are at 7:00 am; 10K starts at 
8:00 am; 5K starts at 8:15 am; 
awards ceremony is at 9:00 am; 
kid’s fun run starts at 9:30 am; 
and 1-mile friendly dog walk at 
10:15 am. 
 The courses are fun, fast, 
and flat! All races start and finish 
inside Woodley Park and run 
through Lake Balboa. The Kid’s 
“Fun Run” is for kids nine and 
under and consists of a 1K flat 

 Looking to get in shape 
for this spring? It has never been 
more inspirational as individuals, 
families, and businesses race to 
“Help Break the Silence and Stop 
the Abuse!” at the 17th annual 
Victory for Victims 5K/10K 
Walk/Run to support the Center 
for Assault Treatment Services 
(C·A·T·S)  on Saturday, April 20, 
at Woodley Park.
 A program of Dignity 
Health – Northridge Hospital 
Medical Center, C·A·T·S is 
the only 24-hour/seven-day-
per-week immediate response 
program in the San Fernando and 
Santa Clarita Valleys providing 
forensic medical examinations 

Run with C.A.T.S for a Cause!

HRC Fertility Holds
 “Fertility 101” Seminar

 Committed to giving 
clients any infertility treatment 
option available, HRC Fertility 
has perfected their varying 
procedures through the use 
of cutting edge reproductive 
technology. 
 As one of the top 
clinics in the nation, their Los 
Angeles location established the 
first IVF (in vitro fertilization) 
ICSI (intracytoplasmic sperm 
injection) pregnancy on the West 
Coast.
 At the Encino fertility 
clinic, such fertility tests include 
the Clomid Challenge Test 
to measure ovarian reserve, 
hysteroscopy, and laparoscopy. 
Fertility treatments further 
include the most advanced 
techniques in intrauterine 

insemination (IUI) and in vitro 
fertilization (IVF) with the ability 
to have preimplantation genetic 
diagnosis (PGD) for genetic 
disease screening or gender 
selection. In addition, the fertility 
clinic in Encino offers egg 
freezing (fertility preservation) 
as well as options for third-
party reproduction, including 
egg donation, sperm donation, 
embryo donation, and surrogacy. 
 HRC Fertility Encino 
(15503 Ventura Blvd #200) is 
holding a free “Fertility 101” 
seminar on April 17 from 6:30 
to 8pm. The seminar is hosted by 
Dr. Alison Peck and all attendees 
will receive a free consultation 
voucher to see one of their doctors. 
RSVP at www.havingbabies.com 
or call 818-788-7288.

course. Parents can accompany 
small children at no cost. Special 
guests will cheer on runners and 
all participants will receive a 
finisher medal!  
 Participants are 
encouraged to register early 
online or the morning of the event 
at 6:30 am.   
 For more information 
please call 818-718-5922, email 
priscilla.lomeli@dignityhealth.
org, or go to https://runsignup.
c o m / R a c e / C A / Va n N u y s /
VictoryforVictimsRunWalk. 
 

          

Need expensive dentistry 
but cannot afford it?

We are looking for patients with the following needs:

18981 Ventura Blvd. Suite: 300 Tarzana, CA 91356

 

Veneers
 50% to 70% off

Esthetic Professionals is looking for patients that agree to be treated 
by California licensed Dentists attending an academic program for the 
placement of single or multiple veneers. All programs are supervised by 

highly skilled faculty of Esthetic Professionals

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
(818) 654-7100

Consultation Deadline is April 1st 2019

 average private practice pricing

Need Esthetic Dentistry
but cannot afford it?

We are looking for patients needing ceramic veneers
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By Allie Priore
 April has begun and 
spring is in the air! As the days get 
longer and the weather becomes 
sunny and warm I thought I 
would share a few of my favorite 
local Valley hiking spots. 
 Hiking is a great 
physical activity to get your 
heart rate up, break a sweat and 
boost your mood. More so, you 

Spring into Fitness: 
Enjoy Your Workouts with a Side of Sunshine

are outdoors enjoying the beauty 
California has to offer, it is FREE 
and you can enjoy it on your own 
or as a social outing! 
 Throughout the years 
I have hiked various trails 
throughout Los Angeles and I 
am pleased to say the Valley is 
full of quite a few gems. Below 
I will tell you about a few of my 

favorites and hopefully inspire 
you to get outside!
 On the west end of the 
Valley there is Victory Trailhead. 
Located off of Valley Circle Blvd. 
and Victory Blvd., this is one of 
my favorite low-key hiking spots. 
The total loop is 5.1 miles but do 
not feel the need to go the whole 
way. I often just go for as long as 

I feel and then turn around and go 
back the same way. 
 This is an easy hike, with 
wide trails and it stays mostly 
flat. I love that this hike is never 
crowded, which is a nice change 
of pace from the more popular LA 
hiking spots such as Runyon. If 
you like to take your dogs this is a 
great mild trail for them to enjoy 
with you!
 If you are heading into 
the Sherman Oaks/Studio City 
Area there is Fryman Canyon. 
Located off of Laurel Canyon, 
just look for a small parking lot 
with a sign saying Wilacre Park. 
While the parking lot is small, it 
is newly renovated with public 
restrooms, water fountains for 
both pups and hikers and nature 
signs. 
 The total loop is three 
miles but there are various sub 
trails that will loop you back to 
the parking lot should you not 
want to go the entire way. If you 
do hike the whole three miles 
you come out in the beautiful 
neighborhoods behind. It is 
so peaceful that for a moment 
you forget you are just south of 
Ventura Blvd. The trail itself is 
easy, wide and open and has quite 
a bit of shade. I love Fryman 
because you get the feeling of 
Runyon Canyon but without the 
overload of people. 
 If you are looking 
for more of a challenge then 
definitely check out Wisdom Tree 
in Griffith Park. Be sure to not 
just jump into this one because it 
is a difficult hike. The trail up to 
Wisdom Tree is only three miles, 
however, it is at a rather steep 
incline. 
 Further, the path is 
narrow and you have hikers 
going both up and down the path, 
making it a bit harder to navigate. 
It is worth the challenge if you are 
up for it though. Once at the top 
you are greeted with the Wisdom 
Tree itself and can take in the 
panoramic views of our beautiful 
city. If you have had enough at 
this point you can turn back and 
begin the descent back down the 
trail. Otherwise, you can continue 
on a little further until you reach 
your final destination behind the

(continued to page 13)

DON’T MISS THIS EXCEPTIONAL 
OPPORTUNITY! OFFER ENDS APRIL 15.

Blue Shield’s new Medicare supplement plan F 
EXTRA offers EXTRA benefits and lower premiums.
Really? Really! We just saved a couple $90/mo.  
plus added several benefits.

If you live in California and have any Medicare 
supplement plan from any company, (or know 
someone who does) you should compare the 
rates and benefits.

No health questions. Never before has any health 
Insurance company offered seniors a limited 
opportunity to change or upgrade their existing 
Medicare Supplement plan without answering 
ANY health questions. They call it an “underwriting 
holiday”. 

Plan F Extra includes the following extras (not 
covered by Medicare), using network providers:

a SILVER SNEAKERS – free gym network  
 membership 

a VISION BENEFITS – exam, eyewear allowance

a HEARING BENEFITS –  
 annual exam + hearing aid discounted pricing

a PERSONAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE SYSTEM –  
 device and monitoring

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
“Are the core health benefits the same 
as on my current plan F?” 

YES. Health benefits under Medicare Part A 
and B are identical to any other modernized 
Plan F. 

“Will my doctor accept this plan?”

The provider network is identical to any other 
Medicare supplement plan — any provider 
that is “contracted with Medicare” anywhere 
in the USA should accept this plan.

For many people the opportunity to lower 
their premiums and add benefits to their 
coverage will simply be too attractive to pass 
up. Call soon to discuss and enroll because 
this opportunity ends April 15.

EXTRA! 
EXTRA!

READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Blue Shield Plan F EXTRA  
limited time opportunity.

Compare these L.A. Area  
rates with your plan!

Age BS Plan F BS Plan F 
EXTRA

65 $169 $138

66 $194 $163

67 $204 $177

68 $204 $177

69 $225 $197

70 $225 $197

71 $258 $214

72 $258 $214

73 $285 $232

74 $285 $232

75 $325 $268

76 $325 $268

77 $353 $302

78 $353 $302

79 $361 $341

80 $361 $341

Additional couples discount of 7% available  
if enrolled in identical plan. Age 65 shows  

“new to Medicare” discount of $25 for 12 months.

Call us at 818-888-0880 
www.pdinsure.com

2002-2018

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 17 years 
by readers of the Daily News 2002-2018!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE   #0M47932

Take a sunny stroll among the flowers.
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For more than 40 years, Providence Tarzana 

Medical Center has been committed to 

providing top-quality care. When you come  

to us, you’re getting care from one of U.S.  

News & World Report’s Best Regional Hospitals. 

 

And we’re growing. 

 

We’re expanding our medical center so that  

we can deliver our signature compassionate 

care with cutting-edge technology to more 

patients and their families. Our new patient 

tower will include larger patient rooms, new 

surgical suites and more Emergency Room 

beds for critical care. 

 

Saving more lives. In your backyard. 

Give now at Providence.org/SupportTarzana   
or call 818-757-4384.

Transforming Healthcare  
in Our Community

818-757-4384
18321 Clark St.
Tarzana, CA 91356

thestudio-la.com
16917 Ventura Blvd. Encino, CA 91316 

818.435.7997

Go and try something new, get 
outside and embark on an outdoor 
adventure this spring. Get those 
endorphins going, enjoy some 
vitamin D and take in all the 
beauty the Valley has to offer. 
Don’t forget your sunscreen!
 Allie Priore is a certified 
Pilates instructor based in the 
Los Angeles area. She completed 
a comprehensive 500 hour course 
and has been a professional in the 
fitness industry for five years. 

(continued from page 12) 
Hollywood Sign; a unique way 
to view the sign from a different 
perspective. Due to the tricky 
nature of this part of the trail, be 
sure you feel comfortable before 
embarking on this journey.  
 Whether you are a 
hiking novice or are ready to take 
on a challenge, the Valley has a 
trail for you. 
 These are just a few of 
the many options available and 
we must not take it for granted. 

One of the many views from Fryman Canyon.

REGISTER FOR A FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
Get the Newspaper Delivered to Your “Inbox” 

Email “Register Me” to 
EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 

Side of Sunshine Cont’d
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The Encino Story: Part II The Early 20th Century
By Martin M. Cooper
 Few communities have 
as rich – and as varied – a story 
as Encino. This is the second of 
four columns on the evolution of 
a community from oak trees and 
scrub to the preferred homes 
of movie stars to the varied 
community it is today.
 It all began to change on 
November 5, 1913, when water 
came to the San Fernando Valley 

and Los Angeles via William 
Mulholland’s aqueduct.
 In 1915, the Amestoy 
family subdivided part of the 
4,500 acres they owned. They 
donated the land where the 
Encino Park is located and the 
property now occupied by Encino 
Elementary School. 
 Following the 
availability of water, agriculture 

became a big 
business across 
the Valley. A 
lettuce packing 
shed was located 
at Balboa and 
Burbank Blvds. 
A walnut tree 
grove went from 
Hayvenhurst to 
Libbit on Ventura 
Blvd. and into 
what is now the 
Sepulveda Basin. 
 Encino’s 
first postmaster, 
Ted Gibson, who 
moved here in 
June 1925, and 
lived in Encino 
until the mid-
1980s, provides 
the best account of 
pre-World-War-II 
Encino; he died at 
age 95. 
 In 1925,
 Encino had a 
failed population 
of about 1,300. 
The center 
of town, just 
west of Balboa 
and Ventura, 
consisted of 
Gibson’s general 
store and service 
station, on the 
southeast corner 
of Ventura Blvd. 
and Oak Park 
Ave.; a two-story 
building on the 
southeast corner 
of Genesta and 

Above: Ted Gibson’s Encino store and post office is the setting for the formation 
meeting of the Encino Chamber of Commerce in 1938.  Just a few of the 

celebrities on hand were first Chamber President Al Jolson, Edward Everett 
Horton, Phil Harris, and Don Ameche.

Above: A group of dove hunters in the Los Encinos estate, 1905-1910.

Ventura; and Manny’s Shack, 
a chicken restaurant on the 
northeast corner of Ventura and 
Balboa.
 The Encino Country 
Club was on Hayvenhurst Ave. 
and Adlon St. Hayvenhurst was 
an unpaved, narrow, crooked road 
with a small stream running down 
the middle.
 In 1927, a group of 
locals chartered a chamber of 
commerce. After a few years it 
failed, but in 1937, Gibson and a 
neighbor decided to reactivate it. 
About 75 men came to the first 
meeting, including Al Jolson, 
who was elected president and 
honorary mayor. Gibson took 
Jolson around the room to 
introduce him to everyone. When 
Gibson came to two men he 
didn’t recognize. He said, “I‘m 
sorry, but I don’t know you.” One 
said, “I’m Spencer Tracy and this 
is my brother.”
 Land was cheap during 

the Depression. Ten acres at the 
southwest corner at Louise and 
Ventura was sold for $10,000. 
The 101-acre Amestoy Ranch, for 
sale for years, was finally sold for 
$101,000. The southwest 30 acres 
at Woodley and Ventura brought 
$30,000. 
 In 1938, Frank Flowers 
and Ted Gibson started the first 
newspaper in Encino, the Encino 
Community News, with only the 
news of Encino. The paper was 
sold and became the Encinian.
 World War II was on the 
horizon…and that would change 
everything again for Encino.
 Martin Cooper has 
lived in Encino since 1971; his 
communications firm has been 
based here since 1982. He has 
been president of the Encino 
Chamber of Commerce and is a 
Fernando Award honoree. He has 
had four book published and has 
written hundreds of magazine and 
newspaper articles. 
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REAL ESTATEWhat to See in the April Sky
By Neill Simmons
 The highlight of April 
is the conjunction of the planet 
Saturn and the waning Moon on 
the morning of Thursday, April 
25. We will be getting up at 5:15 
am and looking 
southeast to see 
the ringed-planet 
and the Moon 
as they “appear” 
to be almost 
touching in the 
pre-dawn sky. 
Make sure to see 
this before the 
Sun comes up at 
6:12 a.m.
 The red 
planet Mars is 
still in the west 
when nightfall 
comes. In April 
Mars moves into 
the Zodiac constellation Taurus. 
The main star of Taurus is the red 
giant named “Aldebaran.” These 
two points of red light will be in 
the same area of the night sky. 
Nearby will be the famous star 
cluster, the Pleiades. All three can 
be seen with the naked eye.
 Fun Facts: The red star 
Aldebaran is the 14th brightest 
star in the night sky and is 40 
million miles across its diameter. 
It’s huge compared to our Sun 
which is only 850,000 miles in 
diameter. FYI: Every star we see 
at night is bigger than our Sun!
April 19 brings us the “Pink” full 
Moon. The American colonists 

got the name from the Native 
American Indians who noticed 
that every year at this time, the 
ground moss turned pink.
 April brings back one of 

the most popular star formation, 
the “Big Dipper.” In the winter 
this pattern of stars is low in the 
north. Now it is climbing. During 
the Civil War this star pattern 
was called the “Drinking Gourd.” 
When slaves tried to escape to the 
Union at night, friends from the 
underground railroad told them to 
follow the “Drinking Gourd.”
 April is the best month 
for spotting a “fireball.” A fireball 
is a large meteor that lasts over 
three seconds and often explodes 
when it ends. The American 
Meteor Society wants all us to 
report if we see a ‘fireball” in 
our area. Their e-mail is www.

amsmeteors.org
 NASA NEWS: The 
space agency has announced 
plans to build a new space station 
that will orbit the Moon! It will 

be called 
the “Lunar 
G a t e w a y. ” 
Construction 
will begin in 
2022 and will 
be completed 
by 2026.
 
Saturday, the 
13th, Griffith 
Observatory 
and the Los 
A n g e l e s 
A s t r o -
n o m i c a l 
S o c i e t y 
will put on 

a FREE Star Party on the front 
lawn. Over 25 telescopes will be 
set up with amateur astronomers 
to show us the night sky and 
answer any questions. This event 
starts at dusk and goes on until 
10:00 p.m.
 Follow us on Facebook 
for updates on the International 
Space Station and the Vandenberg 
Base rocket launches.
 When not star gazing, 
Neill Simmons is a Wealth 
Advisor with LPL Financial. 
If you have any astronomy or 
financial questions, he may be 
reached at 818-936-2626 or at 
neill.simmons@lpl.com

Help Beautify the
Balboa Bridge

 The Encino Chamber of 
Commerce is asking community 
members and volunteers to join 
them on Saturday, April 13, 
from 9 am to noon to paint the 
Balboa Bridge and surrounding 
walkways. The iconic bridge that 
spans the L.A. River is covered 
with graffitti and tags that take 
away from the  essence of the 
natural environment for walkers, 
bikers and the community to 
enjoy.  
 Painting supplies will be 
provided by the Chamber so all 
volunteers need to worry about 
it wearing clothes and shoes that 
they don’t mind getting potential 
paint splatters on. Be sure to also 

bring a hat and water as volunteers 
will naturally be working outside. 
 The Balboa Bridge is 
located at 6300 Balboa Blvd, 
Van Nuys. Volunteers are asked 
to park at the baseball fields 
just northwest of the L.A. River 
or along Balboa Blvd. For a 
helpful map of the area, visit bit.
ly/2YkqVdo.
 To RSVP to this 
beautification event, please 
contact the Encino Chamber of 
Commerce at 818-789-4711 or 
by email at info@encinochamber.
com.
 Help be a part of 
keeping the community clean and 
beautiful for all to enjoy!
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See UCLA doctors in your neighborhood

Making your health a priority is now easier than ever. With primary and specialty care locations  

in Encino, UCLA doctors are where you need us, when you need us. Because when it comes to  

your health, we go out of our way to make sure you never have to.

• Pain Medicine

• Plastic Surgery

•  Pulmonary Medicine

• Radiology

•  Rheumatology

• Sleep Medicine

•  Sports Medicine

•  Family Medicine

•  Internal Medicine

•  Pediatrics

• Allergy & Immunology

•  Cardiology

•  Critical Care Medicine

•  Dermatology

•  Digestive Diseases

•  Endocrinology

•  Hematology/Oncology

•  Infectious Diseases

•  Nephrology

•  Orthopaedic Surgery

15503 Ventura Blvd., Suites 150, 170, 340   Encino, CA 91436

1-800-UCLA-MD1  (1-800-825-2631)     uclahealth.org/encino uclahealth.org/getsocial

EN/ENP

Schedule a 
  little  time
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