
    

NEWS IN BRIEF

ENCINO
ENTERPRISE

  Volume 3, Issue 46                                                                                                                                 A Compendious Source of Information                                                                      April 1, 2022

Book Your Easter Bunny Photos at 
Westfield Fashion Square

 Don’t miss your chance to get an Easter photo “hop” 
with the munchkins! The Easter Bunny will be visiting Westfield 
Fashion Square until April 16 to take pictures with visiting kids! 
Monday through Saturday, the hours are from 11 am to 7 pm and 
Sundays from 11 am to 6 pm. Reserve online at westfield.com/
fashionsquare/event-detail/Easter-Bunny-Photos to skip the lines 
and hop on over!

Summer Movies in the Park Announced
See Page 12

Nighttrek:
What to 
See in the
April Sky

See Page 14

Managing 
Your

Medications
Better: Part 2

See Page 9

West Valley Day of Service on April 3
 Join Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel for the first annual 
West Valley Day of Service on Sunday, April 3, from 9 am to 
noon. You’ll be working with dozens of community groups and 
nonprofits to bring folks together to assist with service projects 
around the West San Fernando Valley. Service projects will 
include partnering with LA Family Housing to pack outreach 
kits for those experiencing homelessness, working with the 
Mountains Recreation & Conservation Authority to improve the 
Vanalden Cave Trail, clearing our neighborhoods with Overdue 
& Volunteers Cleaning Communities, service projects at schools 
around the Valley, and so much more!
 You can register for the event at tinyurl.com/
WestValleyDayofService.

Sherman Town Hall to Focus
on Ukraine

 Congressman Brad Sherman will host a Telephone 
Town Hall on  Wednesday, April 16, at 7 pm. The focus will 
be on supporting Ukraine, and Sherman’s special guest will be 
Ukrainian Ambassador Oksana Markarova. Attendees can also 
ask questions about any issue facing Congress. To participate in 
the Town Hall call (855) 920-0548. RSVP to bradsherman.house.
gov/townhall. 

Congressman Sherman With Ukrainian President Zelenskyy.

28 Helpers, Two Hours, 80 Hefty Bags
Volunteers Cleaning Communities Clean Valley One Street at a Time

Volunteers Cleaning Communities members get ready to pick up litter.

 They got together over 
garbage.
 Both Jill Mather and 
Don Larson hate trash, and both 
have devoted their retirement to 
cleaning it up - all over the 
valley.
 The two-hour clean 
up was just one Saturday 
that covered nine miles 
of Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
from the 118 to Ventura 
Blvd. That yielded 80 bags 
of trash that had littered the 
boulevard on both sides.
 Larson is well-
known in the community 
for founding the Northridge 
Beautification Foundation. 
His great grandparents were 
founders of Northridge and 
he has tremendous affection 
for his hometown - so much 
so that he can’t stand to see it 
dirty. He started off clipping trees 
and weeding planters, and moved 
on to painting sidewalks and 
bringing bright yellow furniture 
to Reseda Blvd.
 “I felt responsible for 
the city’s first ‘Great Street’,” he 
told Valley News Group.
 He’s been honored for 
his work bringing the homeless on 
board to help clean with his “Clean 
Streets, Clean Starts” program to 
clean up encampments.
 Mather’s roots are in the 

restaurant biz, where you “never 
walk over trash but always pick 
it up,” she laughed. She says, 
“It was ingrained in me never to 
walk over trash no matter where 

you are. So I adopted the 118 
Freeway from Balboa to Tampa, 
and adopted a part of the L.A. 
River.”
 It was inevitable that 
the two would meet. They joined 
forces to start Volunteers Cleaning 
Communities, a 501c3 nonprofit 
that now solicits volunteers for 
clean up projects almost daily.
 Mather laughs that it’s 
the perfect marriage of talent. 
“I’m the Energizer Bunny that 
gets volunteers and Don is the 

muscle and connections.”
 They draw volunteers 
from the local community and 
local schools like Notre Dame 
and Chaminade. They have 161 

Sierra Canyon seventh and 
eighth graders helping them 
on their next project. 
 “I want to change the 
mindset of littering in 
America,” said Mather. 
“The way to do that is to 
teach young people to take 
responsibility for trash.”
 Volunteers Cleaning 
Communities will be part 
of  the Day of Service this 
Sunday, April 3. Dozens 
of community groups and 
volunteers will assist with 
clean up projects around the 
valley. They are meeting at 
Pierce College at 9 am.
 On April 23 Volunteers 

Cleaning Communities will clean 
the entirety of Ventura Blvd. from 
Valley Circle to Universal. That’s 
17.3 miles of clean up that spans 
five neighborhood councils, four 
chambers of commerce, and four 
city officials’ districts.
 They’re going to do it all 
in two hours - again. Because as 
Mather says, “Our volunteers are 
all like-minded people. We hate 
trash.”
 To volunteer, email 
Mather at jill@vcc.world.

Jill Mather and Don Larson team up for 
Volunteers Cleaning Communities.
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 * The Encino Neighborhood Council will be holding their 
monthly Executive Committee Meeting on Tuesday, April 19, at 6:30 
pm. For more information, visit encinonc.org.

 * The Encino Community Center and Balboa Sports Center 
invite the community out for their all-day Spring Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
April 9! The event is free for all participants! 

 * Weissman Law Firm will be sponsoring the West Valley 
Warner Center Chamber of Commerce’s monthly breakfast meeting on 
Wednesday, April 6, at 7 pm at Braemar Country Club. Members and 
one-time guests are $32 and walk-ins are $42. Please RSVP by noon 
on April 5 by contacting the Chamber at 818-347-4737.

 *Volunteers are needed for the Sepulveda Basin spring creek 
clean up on Saturday, April 9, from 8:30 am to noon. Students can earn 
community service hours! For more info, visit sfvaudubon.org/events/
haskell-creek-cleanup-2.

 * A Faery Hunt returns to Los Encinos State Historic Park on 
Saturday, April 9, at 10:30 am. These shows are interactive, immersive 
performances designed for young audiences and families to inspire 
imaginations. On this magical adventure you’ll meet faeries and funny 
creatures, maybe even Faery Royalty! Tickets can be purchased by 
calling 818-324-6802, emailing reservations@ afaeryhunt.com or 
visiting stores.afaeryhunt.com/store-catalog.

 * Join the West Valley Regional Branch Library on Monday, 
April 11, at 10 am for a spirited and engaging discussion of the world’s 
best short stories. All selections are from The Penguin Book of the 
Modern American Short Story (New York, 2021), ed. John Freeman. 
This date’s selection is Water Child by Edwidge Danticat (2000). For 
the Zoom link, email wvally@lapl.org with “World Literature” in the 
subject line.

 * Westfield Fashion Square, in partnership with the American 
Red Cross, will be hosting a blood drive on Tuesday, April 5, from 10 
am to 2 pm. To schedule your appointment, visit redcrossblood.org.

 * Are you prepared if disaster strikes? Join the Encino Chamber 
of Commerce’s monthly Disaster Prepardness Meeting on Wednesday, 
April 6, from 12 to 1 pm. For more info, visit  encinochamber.org/
events-calendar/2022-04.

 * Save the date for the 9th Annual Earth Day Celebration 
on Saturday, April 30, from 10 am to 2 pm at the Tarzana Recreation 
Center (5655 Vanalden Ave). There will be family fun for all while 
honoring Mother Earth and all we can do to protect her!

 * Join the Encino Tarzana Library for the Teen Manga and 
Graphic Novel Club on Tuesday, April 5, at 5 pm. You’ll collaborate on 
projects using the Basecamp app and teens can advise the librarian on 
ordering manga and graphic novels for the library collection and also 
create themed displays and programs. Email ecalla@lapl.org to sign 
up. 
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COMMUNITYPeople in the News

 * April Fools’ Day is like a huge open mic night. Millions of 
people go out of their way to demonstrate how unfunny they are.

 * With gas prices continuing to rise, one cheeky observer 
joked that all month long, it’ll feel like April Fuel’s Day...

 * Lasers were once a huge scientific breakthrough and now 
we use them to play with cats. Computers were once a huge scientific 
breakthrough and now we use them to watch cat videos. It seems the 
only logical conclusion is that science was made for cats! 

 * What shoots but never kills? Answer: A camera!

 * Out of all the inventions in the last few decades, white 
boards have to be the most remarkable. 

 * The druggist approached the customer who had just lit a 
cigar. “Excuse me,” he said, “but you can’t smoke in here.” The irate 
patron puffed a stream of smoke and said, “Like heck I can’t. I just 
bought this cigar here!” To which the druggist replied, “Big deal! We 
sell condoms here too!”

 * Thought for today: A bore is a man who deprives you of 
solitude without providing you company.

 * Chloe Humes has a joke for this week. What did the grape 
say when the elephant stepped on it? Nothing. It just let out a little 
wine.

 *My kid has a Mensa puzzle calendar in which each day it 
presents a Mensa-type question which, supposedly, only the superb and 
brilliant can answer. But, on Monday, May 9, I finally found the answer 
to one. Here it is: The names of three European cities are hidden in the 
sentence that follows - can you find them? “From either side, a cap is a 
funny head covering that can belie genuine hats.” Answers: Rome, Pisa 
and Liege.

  Encino resident Kelly Learman 
Browne, left, has announced that Simon & 
Schuster has released the updated version 
of her best-selling book, 101 Ways to Say 
Thank You.  
  This updated guide teaches you 
how to express your gratitude in writing for 
any occasion - using both traditional and 
up-to-the-minute digital methods in an easy-
to-follow, engaging and down-to-earth way. 
Never be at a loss for words again! 
  Browne says, “Writing a thank you 
note isn’t just about good manners. Whether 
written in ink form on formal stationary or 
delivered digitally, a well-crafted thank you 
note makes the recipient feel appreciated - 
a sensation that makes you both feel good. 
This practice can improve your personal, 
social and business relationships, leading to 
success and well-being in all aspects of your 
life.” 
 The book is available locally at Target and 

Barnes and Noble and online at amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com.

 Pastor Cecilia Freeman, right, a graduate of 
the  Foursquare Christian denomination Kings College and 
University, and her husband Pastor Jeff, have joined A Gathering 
Place Church on Reseda Blvd.
 The two came from a missional church in Beverly 
Hills, and plan to bring the same community outreach to 
Reseda. They have joined Senior Pastor Kimberly Charter and 
will focus on pastoral care and neighborhood engagement. 
 “It’s not just that you have to come to church,” said 
Cecilia “It’s how we can help you.” 
 To that end she is planning a variety of activities to 
engage the community, including movies, bands, a car show 
and a farmers’ market. They are also reopening the church’s 
preschool. There will be an upcoming Good Friday service, 
and Easter will feature a service and a morning of activities, 
including a petting zoo, bounce house, children’s drama 
production and Easter egg hunt with 4,000 eggs. A Gathering 
Place is located at 8055 Reseda Blvd.

In Spring a Young Man’s Fancy Turns to... 
Hot Dogs! 

By Doug Kriegel
 April has arrived and 
that means the baseball season 
is finally beginning. I’m looking 
forward to watching the newest 
Dodger slugger Freddie Freeman. 
 I’m also looking forward 
to enjoying a juicy delicious 
Dodger dog, with lots of mustard 
and relish. Mouth watering stuff. 
I’m NOT looking forward to 
paying more than $6 for that hot 

dog. In fact, when I sold hot dogs 
at Brooklyn  Dodger games in the 
1950s, the price was just 20 cents.
 You see, my first job at 
age 15 was selling hot dogs at 
Brooklyn Dodger games at Ebbets 
Field, I lived in the neighborhood 
next to the ballpark.
 The popular 20 cent 
hot dogs we sold in Brooklyn 
were taken from a vat of rapidly 
cooling water. We also carried a 
box of rolls, mustard in an open 
plastic container and a large 
fork to spear the hot dogs. If the 
fork or mustard stick fell on the 
ground no problem, you wiped it 
off with your handkerchief.
 The water that the  hot 
dogs were sitting in would often 
turn mustard colored in the tray, 
and on hot summer days you’d be 
sweating into it.
 “Hot franks on a roll.” 
That’s what we would yell as 
we made our way around the 
tight rows and aisles of the park. 
If a fan in the middle of a row 
signaled for a hot dog, we would
ask the person on the end to pass 

it down to him. As the frank 
worked its way down the row, 
some joker would occasionally 
palm the dog and when the empty 
roll reached the guy who ordered 
it, he would angrily refuse to 
pay. Shouting would then ensue, 
with the vendor demanding to be 
paid 20 cents, and the angry fan 
claiming there was no dog in the 
bun.
 It was dangerous work. 
One day, I was selling franks in 
the upper left field stands. With 
my tray empty, I turned around 
and ran down the narrow ramp 
to get my refill. But I tripped and 
dropped everything. I picked up 
the fork, the empty frank tray 
and the mustard stick, but the 
mustard vat itself was missing. 
Then I looked down to the deck 
below. There was a man, covered 
in mustard, looking up at me and 
shaking his fist. An usher reported 
me to the boss. The fan was given 
$80 on the spot to buy a new 
raincoat. I was suspended for a 
couple of weeks.

(continued to page 5)

 The author at age 15 
selling dogs at the Dodger games.
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THE CALIFORNIA 
“BIRTHDAY RULE” 

guarantees you the  
right to change your 

Medicare supplement plan 
to any other carriers’ same 

or lesser plan within

60 DAYS OF  
YOUR BIRTHDAY.

You can change  
without answering 

health history  
questions.

IT’S TIME 
TO SHOP

L.A. County rate changes through 6/1/2022. (Compilation of rates from 10 carriers) *Reflects $25/
month new-to-Medicare Part B 12-month discount. 5-7% couples discount available on some plans. 
Rates subject to change. “F” Plans are only available to those eligible for Medicare prior to 
1/1/2020.

Call us at 818-888-0880 or go to pdinsure.com

2002-2020

Voted “Best Insurance Agent” for 20 years by readers of the Daily News 2002-2021!

Are you looking for a Medicare options expert to give an educational 
presentation on Medicare health plan options? We can help!

PAUL DAVIS CA LICENSE   #0M47932

It’s an insurance 
jungle out there...
Let Paul be your guide!
HAVE YOU CHECKED THE PREMIUMS ON  
YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN LATELY?

Plan G is now the plan we are recommending. See your 
age below for rate comparison reality check. 

AGE
PLAN F 

INNOVATIVE F 
OR F EXTRA

PLAN G
PLAN G 

INNOVATIVE 
OR EXTRA

HIGH DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN F/G
($2490 2022)

65* 147.00* 111133..0000* 127.00* 40.00
66 177.00 114466..0000 160.00 44.00
67 195.00 115544..0000 168.00 47.00
68 195.00 116677..0000 181.00 49.00
69 213.00 117755.1188 193.00 52.00
70 213.00 118822.0099 200.00 54.00
71 229.00 118899.0011 216.00 56.00
72 229.00 119955.9922 216.00 60.00
73 248.00 220022.8844 232.00 63.00
74 248.00 220099.7755 232.00 66.00
75 264.00 221166.6677 248.00 69.00
76 264.00 224433.6655 248.00 71.00
77 282.00 225533.221 265.00 72.00
78 282.00 226633.1144 265.00 74.00
79 297.00 227733.4400 278.00 77.00
80 297.00 228844.0066 278.00 83.00
81 320.00 228888.1122 292.00 83.00
82 320.00 228888..1122 292.00 83.00
83 320.00 228888..1122 307.00 83.00
84 320.00 228888..1122 307.00 83.00
85 358.00 228888..1122 321.00 83.00
86+ 358.00 228888..1122 varies 83.00

M E D I C A R E  S U P P L E M E N T  R A T E S
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               The GELB Charitable Foundation is accepting  
           Scholarship Applications for 2022  

   
   
   

 
 
  

 
 

Download an application at www.gelbgroup.net/community 
     Or email your request for an application to scholarships@gelbgroup.net      

Gelb Charitable Foundation 6200 Canoga Ave., Suite 201 Woodland Hills, CA 91367 818-377-2277 

  SCHOLARSHIP CONSIDERATION BASED UPON 
• Student’s Financial Need 
• Community Involvement 
• Completed Application 

$1,000 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
* University, College or Trade School  must be located in the San Fernando Valley 

2022  High School Seniors & 
 Current *College Students  

Application Deadline 
July 1, 2022 

Encino Local Convicted of $27 Million 
in COVID Relief Scheme

 Encino resident, Robert 
Benlevi, 33, was convicted 
this week by a federal jury 
for submitting fraudulent loan 
applications totaling $27 million 
to the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) for COVID relief. 
 Charges also include 
submitting false statements to a 

financial institution and money 
laundering. 
 Benlevi submitted 
27 PPP applications with false 
information to four different 
banks on behalf of eight 
companies he owned in addition 
to falsified IRS documents. 
 With the money he 

received, Benlevi never used the 
funds for professional reasons, 
rather utilizing the money for 
personal spending, including 
renting an oceanfront apartment 
in Santa Monica. 
 Benlevi faces a 
maximum of 30 years in prison 
and will be tried in June. 

Hot Dogs 
Continued

(continued from page 3) 
 The job could also 
be dangerous in ways that had 
nothing to do with hot dogs. 
Many of the vendors were, like 
me, smart-mouthed teenagers 
from the neighborhood. One day, 
we were sitting in the reserved 
seats along third base, waiting 
for the crowd to be let in. The 
Dodgers were out on the field, 
going through their pre-game 
warm-ups. One of the vendors, 
a guy sitting next to me named 
Jerry, noted that Roger Craig, a 
pitcher, had extremely big ears, 
and he yelled out “Hey, Dumbo 
— fly away.”
 Normally, this was not 
a big deal. Many of the players 
— Jackie Robinson, Pee Wee 
Reese, Gil Hodges — put up 
with us; some were even nice to 
us. But less experienced players, 
particularly those from rural 
areas, regarded us local Brooklyn 
kids as a nuisance. And while 
this was not the first time that 
Craig’s ears had been the subject 
of public scrutiny, it was clearly 
one time too many, because he 
wheeled and charged, leaping 
the small fence that separated the 
field from the seats.

 What’s more, he seemed 
to be coming straight for me. 
Filled with fear, I jumped up, 
sprinted down the nearest ramp, 
and escaped through the only gate 
to the street that was open. I lost 
about $10 in quarters, dimes and 
nickels of my own money that I 
had in my apron pockets to make 
change.
 When I came back 
inside, my friends told me that 
Craig had come up to Jerry, 
grabbed him by the collar, and 
told him, “If I ever hear that again 
I’ll bury your bleeping head.”
 Jerry kept saying, “I 
swear it wasn’t me Roger, I swear, 
it wasn’t me.”
 Not long after that 
incident, the Dodgers moved to 
Los Angeles and  several years 

later a large apartment complex 
was built on the square block in 
Brooklyn where major league 
baseball was played for 45 years.
 Nowadays whenever I 
look at vintage photographs of 
Ebbets Field, the 1950s Dodger 
teams come alive for me. I’m 
filled with thoughts of 20-cent hot 
dogs, white suits, loose change, 
and the sound of falling mustard.
 Doug Kriegel sold hot 
dogs at Brooklyn Dodger games 
the final years the team was in 
Brooklyn, 1955-57. Later in life 
Doug spent 31 years as a reporter, 
Bureau Chief and Money Editor 
at KNBC. 
 Doug also produced 
four documentaries titled “The 
Drive By Economist” which aired 
on PBS SoCal.

Ebbett’s Field, above, home of the Brooklyn Dodgers.
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lfcu.com/HELOCClick, call or fly over (800) 328-5328

NMLS ID 503781

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. The Logix PrimeLine Home Equity Line of Credit is an adjustable rate loan. The introductory Discounted 1.99% APR (1.99%
APR Into Rate) is fixed for the first 12 months (365 days) after which the rate converts to the then current Prime Rate (the Index) plus your Margin and is then
variable and subject to change. The PrimeLine Variable Rate Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC) current 3.74% APR, which is accurate as of 1/12/22 and is
subject to change, is our best rate based on creditworthiness, credit score, and maximum combined loan-to-value (CLTV) of 80%. The rate is variable, is subject
to change monthly, and may increase after consummation. Maximum APR 18%. The HELOC term is 15 years. Minimum interest-only monthly payment results
in a Balloon payment at maturity. Minimum credit limit is $25,000; Maximum $500,000. Property Insurance and a lien is required on the subject property. No
closing costs if credit limit is $250,000 or less and HELOC is not closed within the first 36 months. Closing costs on credit limits in excess of $250,000 range
from $1,500 to $2,000 based on amount borrowed. Attorney’s fees apply in MD, VA, NH, ME and MA and range from $300 to $700. Additional state-related taxes
and fees may apply. Consult your tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest. The PrimeLine Variable-Rate Home Equity Line of Credit is available only on
owner-occupied properties located in CA, MD, NV, NH, VA, MA and ME. The 1.99% APR Intro Rate is not available on the Logix 80/10/10 mortgage loan program.
Logix Smarter Banking is a registered trademark of Logix Federal Credit Union. Logix membership required.

Looking for an equitable
arrangement?

There’s a branch in your neighborhood.

Intro rate for 12 months.*
1.99APR

%
Home Equity Line of Credit

APR
%

Current Rate as low as

3.74
NO CLOSING COSTS 

NO ANNUAL FEES

Calabasas
23741 Calabasas Road, Suite B

(Next to Trader Joe’s)
(866) 767-5328

Tarzana
18700 Ventura Blvd., Suite 110

(Near Whole Foods)
(855) 564-4917

Woodland Hills
 21520 Victory Blvd.

(Nordstrom Rack Shopping Center)
(855) 564-4916 

Logix Tarzana Manager Celebrates 10 
Years of Treating Members Like Family

 As she approaches her 
10th year with Logix Federal 
Credit Union, Tarzana Branch 
Manager Nancy Nuno says the 
key to helping members thrive is 
treating them like family. 
 “I am delighted to build 
relationships and rapport within 
my own community,” she said. 
“The families I assist are our 
neighbors, and with each new 
member, we are growing our 
Logix family.”
 Nuno said she is able to 
provide an exceptional banking 
experience to her members 
because Logix provides the best 
products and services available.  
 “I enjoy working for a 
company that provides members 
the opportunity to thrive. Every 
single product – from a credit 
card, auto loan, or mortgage loan 
– our rates and financial services 
really stand out in the market 

place.”
 Nuno’s team at the 
Tarzana branch shares her spirit 
for helping members. 
 “Our team is the best,” 
she said. “They work hard, 
and truly enjoy assisting our 
members with all of their banking 
needs. We are in the business of 
providing superior service and 
helping people achieve their 
financial goals and dreams.”
 Branch Relationship 
Manager Nhien Vuong said Nuno 
leads the team by example. 
 “Her drive to meet each 
member’s needs demonstrates 
how to deliver personalized 
service,” Vuong said. “She takes 
the time to listen so she can 
identify ways to help members 
when they don’t know how to 
achieve a goal, or perhaps they’ve 
been turned down somewhere 
else.”
 Nuno remembers one 
such member she helped recently 
who came in to inquire about an 
account. Despite having excellent 
credit, his commercial bank had 
declined his application for a 
mortgage. 
 “He was completely 
devastated about his experience. 
He said he felt like just a number, 
and his years of loyalty had no 
merit,” Nuno said. “He asked 
important questions about Logix 
and how we, as a credit union, are 
different than a bank.”
 After spending some 

time with him, Nuno learned he 
was nearing retirement and had 
kids in college. She was able 
to identify the reason his loan 
application was declined, and talk 
about mortgage loan programs at 
Logix. 
 “I provided a quote for 
a mortgage product that matched 
his needs, and we discussed the 
benefits, rate caps and streamlined 
mortgage process. This product 
allowed him to consolidate his 
debt, and gave him a comfortable 
payment with peace of mind for 
his upcoming retirement.”
 In her spare time, Nuno 
enjoys running, binge watching 
Netflix shows, and playing with 
her 6-year-old son. She enjoys 
traveling around the world to 
destinations, such as Zimbabwe, 
Italy, Cuba, Costa Rica, and the 
Dominican Republic.
 Nuno will mark her 
10th anniversary at Logix in 
June, and attributes her quick 
climb to managing a branch to 
her experience in real estate and 
consumer lending. 
 “Logix is a recognized 
‘Great Place to Work,’ and values 
employees’ diverse backgrounds. 
They continually providing team 
and leadership training,” Nuno 
said. “I was able to grow and was 
promoted to manage my own 
branch within two years.” 
 Nuno can be reached at 
nnuno@lfcu.com. For more info 
on Logix, please visit lfcu.com.

Tarzana Branch Manager 
Nancy Nuno

Gelb Announces Scholarship Opportunity
 The Rickey and Robbi 
Gelb Charitable Foundation, Inc., 
has announced it is accepting 
scholarship applications for 2022.  
 To date, the foundation 
has awarded over 400 $1,000 
scholarships to students in the 
San Fernando Valley; the majority 
being financially disadvantaged 
high school seniors planning 
to attend a local San Fernando 
Valley community college, 
university or trade school.  
 In addition to deserving 
seniors, recipients included 
applications from various valley 
organizations and those currently 
continuing their higher education 

here in the valley.
 The Gelb Group, a 
successful valley business since 
1971, is widely known for their 
philanthropic endeavors in the 
San Fernando Valley and has 
impacted the lives of thousands 
of underprivileged children over 
the years in our community.               
The foundation’s mission is to: 
“stimulate further achievement, 
higher education and community 
involvement in the Valley’s 
young people.”
 The traditional African 
proverb, “It takes a village to raise 
a child” has been widely quoted 
when examining the partnerships 

required during the maturation 
of our youth. Our “village” has 
never been more necessary than it 
is today.
 Applications may be 
downloaded from the Gelb 
Group website at gelbgroup.
net/community or requested at 
scholarships@gelbgroup.net.  
 Application deadline is 
July 1, 2022. 
 Mail applications to: 
Rickey & Robbi Gelb Charitable 
Foundation, Inc., 6200 Canoga 
Avenue, Suite 201, Woodland 
Hills, CA 91367
 For any questions call 
(818) 377-2277.

Encino, CA – Caulipower LLC hires a Financial Controller to: mntn 
cmpny’s fin docs + supporting cmpny’s strtgc plns. Master, or foreign 
equiv in Accounting + 2 y exp Controller or high-lvl accntg role in 
food industry + 2 y exp in the following: mngrl exp, led team of ppl, 
coordntg w/ dif departments, giving strategic advice + conducting 
internal audits in food industry + complying w/ USGAAP or IFRS + 
working w/ ERP implementation, Microsoft Excel & inventory costing 
& control. Mail resumes to: HR, 16200 Ventura Blvd, #400, Encino, 
CA 91436 or Email: Caulipower.hr@eatcaulipower.com, job reference 
#3073

Dale Surowitz: From Hospitals to Home 
Caring for Seniors at LAJH

 Senior care is at a 
crossroads. The baby boomers 
are getting old,  and an aging 
population needs more and 
greater care.
 One person who has a 
clear-cut perspective on this is 
Dale Surowitz, CEO of the Los 
Angeles Jewish Home, a non-

profit that is one of the leading 
senior healthcare systems in 
America - offering not only senior 
housing, but in-home health care, 
palliative care and hospice.
 Surowitz was previously 
the longtime CEO of Providence 
Tarzana Hospital, and many were 
surprised at his move to LAJH. 

“It’s not that big a leap,” he told 
Valley News Group. “The Jewish 
Home has always been near and 
dear to me as I had relatives in 
it as long as 50 years ago. Also, 
I’m used to caring for people, so 
caring for our seniors is especially  
important to me. When I took   

(continued to page 8)
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THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT YOU
.. .BECAUSE OF US.

COWE.COM
1-800-527-3646

 Los Angeles’ greatest 
dining destinations are once 
again participating in DineLA’s 
bi-annual Restaurant Week! 
 With restaurants 
still needing your support in 
the wake of 
COVID, patrons 
are invited to 
experience the 
most popular 
dishes in specially 
curated menus 
for a discounted 
price. Have that 
restaurant on 
your list that 
you’ve always 
been meaning to try? Now’s the 
time! 
 Participating eateries 
will be offering select menus for 
lunch, dinner or both with prices 
starting as low as $20 for a multi-
course meal. (Tax and tip are not 
included.)
 To make diners feel as 
comfortable as possible given 
the changing nature of COVID 
and mask protocol, many of the 
menus are available for dine-in 
both indoors and outdoors as well 
as takeout. 

 Participating restaurants 
in Encino and Sherman Oaks 
include:
 -Pasta Bar (dinner at 
$65+, on-site dining) 
 -Sushi Bar (dinner at 

$65+, on-site 
dining)
 -Vino Wine 
& Tapas Room 
(dinner at $55, 
on-site dining and 
outdoor options)
 - G y u - K a k u 
(lunch at $25, 
dinner at $35, on-
site dining)
 - M i s t r a l 

(dinner at $65+, on-site dining 
and outdoor options)
 -Wood & Water (dinner 
at $55, on-site dining and outdoor 
options)
 For a full list of 
participating restaurants, visit 
discoverlosangeles.com/dinela. 
You can search restaurants by 
city, type of cuisine, dining 
options and more. 
 Pick a night to treat 
yourself to some fabulous 
feasts and support your local 
restaurants! 

dineLA is Back: Support 
Your Local Eateries!
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A Telephone Town Hall operates like a large conference call, where you will hear Congressman Sherman’s 
opening remarks and then ask questions on any issue facing Congress. 

To Participate call (855) 920-0548 any time during the Town Hall. 

RSVP at: BradSherman.house.gov/TownHall 
 

Congressman Brad Sherman 
TELEPHONE TOWN HALL 

 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6th 7:00 PM – 8:15 PM 

SPECIAL GUEST 

AMBASSADOR MARKAROVA 

UKRAINE AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. 

Congressman Sherman Guest Editorial: 
Supporting Ukraine

By Brad Sherman
 As the most senior 
Democrat on the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee, and a long-
time member of the Ukraine 
Caucus, I have fought over the 
last decade to provide Ukraine 
with the defensive weapons it 
needs to protect itself – without 
the involvement of American 
troops.

 For years, we faced 
opposition first from those who 
thought we should provide 
only non-lethal aid, then from 
President Trump who temporarily 
blocked aid to Ukraine. Finally, 
last year, President Biden 
doubled our military assistance 
to Ukraine. This year, we have 
provided more aid than all other 
countries combined.
 Last month, Congress 
provided over $13.5 billion in 
military and humanitarian aid. 
By providing Ukraine with anti-
aircraft Stingers and anti-armor 

J a v e l i n s , 
we have 
allowed the 
courageous 
U k r a i n i a n 
people to 
defend their 
country. Now 
we need to 
provide the 
a i r-defense 
missiles that 
will allow 
Ukraine to 
create their 
own “no-fly-
zone.”
  Due to our 
s a n c t i o n s , 
the Russian 
ruble is now 
worth less 
than 1¢ and 
the Russian 
stock market 
is shut down. 
Recently, the House Financial 
Services Committee passed a 
package of tough additional 
sanctions, including the Russia 
and Belarus Financial Sanctions 
Act, which I wrote.
 America must do more 
- more aid, more sanctions - 
until Putin withdraws. I met 
with Ukraine Foreign Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba and Ambassador 
Oksana Markarova last August 
to discuss Ukraine’s defense 
needs in my office, and met with 
Oksana Markarova, Ukraine’s 

Ambassador to the United States 
on February 28th, just four days 
after the invasion. Ambassador 
Markarova will be our special 
guest at my San Fernando Valley 
Town Hall on April 6.
 To learn more about 
our efforts to help Ukraine, 
visit BradSherman.house.gov/
Ukraine. 
 Brad Sherman is an 
American accountant and 
politician serving as the U.S. 
representative for California’s 
30th congressional district.

Brad Sherman (in middle) with Ukraine Foreign 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba and Ambassador 
Oksana Markarova.

(continued from page 6)
over Tarzana in 1997 the Jewish 
Home would send all their 
patients to us, so I know how they 
work.”
 At the hospital he also 
worked with seniors who were 
continually coming in for care.  
He stressed that there is a need 
for continuity of care - and that’s 
something LAJH can offer.
 “We are developing 
services for people who will 
reside at the Jewish Home - 
and outside of it  - addressing 
both their clinical concerns and 
medical needs. I remember one 
case where a senior kept returning 
to the hospital over and over. 
Turns out he had no fridge and 
was living on high-sodium baked 
beans. We got him involved in 
programs, got him a fridge and 
a health care worker, and for 
the next year he didn’t visit the 
hospital once.” 
 “This is a passion of 
mine,” Surowitz told Valley News 
Group. “I’m pursuing what’s in 

Dale Surowitz Cont’d
my heart - how to care for seniors 
and improve their quality of life.” 
 He explained that LAJH 
is much more than a skilled 
nursing facility in Reseda. They 
take care of over 1,000 seniors in 
other places with skilled nursing 
and assisted living. They even 
have their own nursing school to 
provide training for nurses, CNAs 
and home health aides.
 “We’re reaching 
more into the community,” he 
explained. “One of the things 
that works is that I grew up in 
the valley, raised my children 
here, now my grandchildren. 
Relationships are important, 
especially as we come out of 
COVID. I want to build on my 
relationships here  in the valley 
and engage the community even 
more.” 
 “80% of the people 
we care for are on assistance. 
With that in mind we need the 
assistance of a support group to 
make a difference in the life of our 
seniors. It’s not just healthcare. 
We’re working more on the home-
based system, putting energy and 
focus into that to allow people to 
age in place with dignity in their 
homes.” 
 He concluded, saying, 
“This is an incredibly rewarding 
job. I felt the same way while 
working at the hospital. We’re 
making a difference in the lives of 
these seniors - helping to improve 
the quality of life in their twilight 
years.”

Last month, Congress 
provided over $13.5 

billion in military and 
humanitarian aid....Now 

we need to provide the air-
defense missiles that will 
allow Ukraine to create 

their own “no-fly-zone.”
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Your whitest teeth.
Not in three months. 
Not in three weeks.

By tonight.

Introducing Zoom!
Professional Teeth Whitening Centers.

The revolutionary new way 
to whiten your teeth.

Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit or so-called whitening toothpaste.

Zoom!’s remarkable new technology is so effective, it can safely and gently
whiten your teeth to their ultimate natural whiteness - in just one visit.

And the results are guaranteed to your satisfaction. Just call Zoom! today.
And you could have whiter teeth by tonight.

Joseph P. Sciarra, D.D.S.
22554 Ventura Blvd., Suite 102
Woodland Hills  818.224.2970

A Medicare Advantage plan that does more.

Paul Davis

Calling this number will connect you to a licensed independent insurance agent/broker.

Paul Davis Insurance Services is a licensed and certified representative of several 
Medicare Advantage [HMO, PPO and PPFS] organizations with Medicare contracts.

818-888-0880
paul@pdinsure.com
pdinsure.com

CA licensed since 1984

#0669770
#0M47932

Managing Your Medications Better
By Sandy Rosenholz
 Part 1 of 
this article, “Do Your 
Medications Play Nicely 
Together,” discussed 
some adverse reactions 
to taking multiple drugs 
(polypharmacy) or 
mixing your prescription 
drugs with those sold 
over the counter. In Part 2, 
our focus is on managing your 
medications better.
 Did you know that more 
than 50% of American seniors 
do not take their medications as 
per their doctor’s orders? This 
is a prescription for trouble. 
Incorrectly taking medications 
can be as big a problem as taking 
too many drugs (polypharmacy) 
or mixing them with vitamins and 
herbal remedies. 
 About a third of 
seniors don’t even bother filling 
prescriptions due to an inability 
to pay for them. Of course, they 
don’t bother telling their doctor 
this, so their ailment potentially 
worsens. Inform your physician 

if cost is an issue. Often generic 
or similar class drugs can be 
appropriate replacements, and 
sometimes the doctor has free 
samples to provide.
 Tracking Your 
Medications
 When seniors are on 
multiple medications and do not 
have a proper way of organizing 
them, they are more likely to 
take them incorrectly. Keeping 
track of adverse drug reactions, 
missed dosages, and the like will 
help avoid side effects or other 
problems.
 If this is something you 
or your caregiver cannot tackle, 
there are health professionals 
who help, which I’ll talk about 

in a bit. First, let’s start 
with some simple steps:
 •Speak to your doctor or 
pharmacist about drugs 
that may adversely 
interact with one another.
 •Consult The Beers 
List (Beers Criteria 
Medication List), a 
publication of the 

American Geriatrics Society, 
which records medications 
older Americans should avoid 
or use with caution. Several 
sites give updates, including 
GuidelineCentral.com.
 •Inform your physician 
if adverse reactions occur.
 •Create a chart listing 
your medications. There are 
several downloadable charts 
available online to help you track 
medications, side effects, etc. 
 Singlecare.com/blog/
medication-list-template provides 
free downloadable charts, as do 
Pinterest and Printablee.com.
 •If a paper or computer 
chart is too overwhelming, 

(continued to page 10)

“A Day of Healing” at Tarzana
Community and Cultural Center

 Healing Arts San 
Fernando Valley presents “A Day 
of Healing” Metaphysical and 
Artisan Fair on Sunday, April 3, 
from 10 am to 5 pm. 
 Free and open to the 
public, there will be intuitive 
readers, healing arts practitioners, 
artists with crystals and jewelry, 
a drum circle, and group healing 
and meditation. The fair will take 
place at the Tarzana Community 
and Cultural Center (19130 
Ventura Blvd).

 Healing Arts’ mission is 

to introduce a variety of healing 
arts modalities to San Fernando 
Valley community and to provide 

a platform for like-minded healing 
arts practitioners, artists and 
artisans to expand their network  
and grow their businesses. 
 Founded in January 
of 2019 Healing Arts SFV is 
a trade organization for heart 
centered holistic professionals, 
practitioners, artists, artisans, 
business owners, and resource 
providers and a community for 
the purpose of  healing. 
 For more information, 
visit healingartssfv.com.

Omicron’s BA.2 Subvariant: 
What to Know

 As coronavirus strains 
continue to mutate, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
has confirmed that the newest 
subvariant of omicron, labeled 
BA.2, is now the dominant 
COVID-19 variant. 
 In the past month, BA.2 
has made up approximately 86% 
percent of COVID cases. While 
prevalent in the Americas, the 
variant is most dominant in 
Southeast Asia, followed by the 
Eastern Mediterranean, African, 
Western Pacific and European 
areas. 
 According to research, 
BA.2 is believed to be around 
30% more transmissible than 
BA.1, the original strain of 
omicron. However, symptoms 
seem to be the same and have 
the potential to reflect those of 
cold and flu-like reactions. Also 

similar to the original strain of 
omicron, BA.2 is less likely to 
lead to loss of taste and smell. 
 Since WHO is still trying 
to study the contagious nature 
of BA.2, they are stressing the 
importance of continued testing if 
an individual feels that they may 
be sick with coronavirus. 
 With coronavirus, 
America has traditionally seen 
delayed but similar patterns as 
Europe. 
 Dr. Anthony Fauci 
stated in late March that, “there 
will likely be an ‘uptick’ in U.S. 
cases this spring, but hopefully, 
we won’t see a surge. I don’t 
think we will.”
 It is estimated that 
around 40% of the population 
was infected during the Omicron 
wave, which would provide 
protection against BA.2.
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BOOK NOW
818-701-5799

SPA SERVICES PERFORMED BY STUDENTS UNDER INSTRUCTOR SUPERVISION IN A TEACHING ENVIRONMENT
OFFER VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 23, 2021. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS.

SCHEDULE YOUR FACIAL TODAY

MENTION

WHEN YOU BOOK TO RECEIVE
VALLEY NEWS GROUP

Absolutely Grounded with Conni Ponturo
Workout Anywhere, Anytime! 

Enjoy Access to Hundreds of Motivating Videos Including Pilates, Guided Meditation, 
Stretching, Daily Doses of Health and Much More on this Membership Site!

absolutelygrounded.com

Shop Local, Advertise Local!
Valley Vantage * Warner Center News

 Calabasas Enterprise *Encino Enterprise
North Valley News

TruFusion: A Fitness 
Sanctuary

 It goes without saying 
that after COVID, the importance 
of one’s health has elevated to a 
higher level of prioritization. But 
the question for many seems to 
be how to get out of the fitness 
rut they’ve found themselves in? 

How to shake off the sedentary 
and shape up? The answer to 
those queries, and much more, 
can be found in the newly-opened 
fitness boutique TruFusion.
 Revolutionizing how 
fitness is approached, TruFusion 
is an all-encompassing studio 
that offers a variety of workout 
options all under one roof. In both 
heated and non-heated options, 
participants can choose between 
yoga, Pilates, cycling, barre, 
bootcamp, boxing and much 
more! 
 What makes TruFusion 
unique is the importance of 
incorporating the principles of 
yoga into each class format, 
creating a challenging workout 
that also stresses the importance 
of centering yourself in your 
practice. With a variety of fusion 
classes per week to choose from, 
you can create a curated workout 
that best accommodates your 
schedule and your fitness goals. 
Whether your goal for that week 
is to “Sweat,” “Rock, “Breathe,” 
“Soul,” or “Ride,” you’ll find 

yourself in that designated room 
with fellow members who are up 
to the same challenge.
 Wellness enthusiasts 
will not only marvel at the 
myriad of classes, but also the 
attention to detail that has gone 
into making the studio a space 
for both challenge and reflection. 
“The Sanctuary” is a dedicated 
space for individuals to retreat to 
either before or after classes to 
take a breath, pause for a beat and 

simply take in the energy from 
the Himalayan salt wall. Even the 
bathroom facilities are situated 
as a spa-like experience, offering 
members all the amenities they 
could need to freshen up post 
class. 
 In a world where studios 
have been classified by the one 
activity they offer, why not 
choose the studio where well, you 
don’t have to choose. TruFusion 
offers dynamic workout varietals 
without having to look elsewhere 
to shake things up. With the 
newest franchise having recently 
opened in West Hollywood, at 
900 N La Brea Ave., your first 
class is free so gear up and get 
out to a class that speaks to you! 
At TruFusion, the possibilities are 
limitless.
 For more info on the 
studio, visit trufusion.com/weho.

Your Medications Cont’d
(continued from page 9)
depending on how many 
prescriptions you have, try an app 
that can do it for you. Choices 
include, but are not limited 
to, MyTherapy, Medisafe, Pill 
Reminder, Pillboxie, DoseCast, 
Drugs.com, Lady Pill Reminder, 
medPlan, MedManage, and 
CareClinic. Products like 
TimerCap, sold at many local 
pharmacies, record the last time 
a medication bottle was opened.
 •You can also keep 
track of your prescriptions when 
you use weekly or monthly pill 
containers that highlight the days 
of the week and whether it’s a 
morning medication or one for 
the evening 
 •Keep your pill bottles 
and packages in a clear storage 
bin in a designated spot where 
you won’t forget about them. 
Use a separate container for 

backup medication that you use 
occasionally. You may also want 
to keep a third box for any over-
the-counter medicines, vitamins 
or herbal supplements.
 •Many pharmacies 
also have their own system 
where they can presort your 
medications, making it easier to 
track everything. This includes 
using bubble packs for your 
prescriptions.
 Who Can Help? 
 Your primary care doctor 
or pharmacist are the best choice 
to help navigate this medication 
minefield. If that option is not 
available, you may want to find 
a geriatric care nurse, patient 
navigator or other healthcare 
professional to guide you through 
the process. 
 Contact Senior 
Resources, Inc. at 818-400-1700 
or visit SeniorResourcesCA.com.
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RAGAMALA 
DANCE COMPANY 
FIRES OF VARANASI:  
DANCE OF THE ETERNAL PRILGRIM 
WORLD PREMIERE

This foremost traditional Indian dance company returns to premiere their new 
work co-commissioned by The Soraya and the Kennedy Center. The ancient 
Indian city of Varanasi has symbolized the crossing place between this world 
and the next in Hindu culture for millennia. In this exquisite piece, Ragamala 
illuminates the life-and-death cycle in a profound, beautiful way.

Sat April 2 | 8PM 
Silkroad Ensemble: Home Within 

Their 2019 performance at The Soraya left  
audiences breathless. Their new piece explores  
the human side of the present-day Syrian tragedy.

Sat Apr 23 | 8PM 
Amir ElSaffar’s  
Rivers of Sound Orchestra

Iraqi-American trumpeter and composer returns 
with his jazz orchestra.

Sat April 9 | 8PM 
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ValleyCultural.org  ·  T. 818.888.0822
WARNER CENTER PARK · 5800 Topanga Canyon Blvd., Woodland Hills 

PRESENTED BY

PRODUCED BYAT WARNER CENTER PARK

SATURDAY EVENINGS  ·  MOVIES BEGIN AT DUSK
Bring your blankets and the entire family!

August 6
Encanto

August 13
Paw Patrol: 
The Movie

August 20
Cruella

August 27
Jungle  
CruiseNominated for 

             three Oscars!

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

Somebody Somewhere is a 
Slow Burn that Shines

Photo: HBO Max

By Katie Sterling
 Sometimes the best 
shows aren’t the ones that are 
flashy or big-budgeted, but rather 
the quiet, subtler series that arrive 
unexpectedly and hit you with all 
the feelings. 
 The type of show that 
depicts real life, real struggles 
and the real relationships we 
grow into and grow out of as life 
progresses. Somebody Somewhere 
is all that and more in its touching 
depiction of one woman’s 
inevitable struggle to find a true 
sense of self as she navigates the 
return to her hometown riddled 
with history and heartbreak.
 After returning home 
to care for her dying sister, Sam 
(comedian Bridget Everett) finds 
that after her passing she not only 
feels purposeless, but stuck in a 
monotonous routine in a city that 
seemingly doesn’t present much 
opportunity. 
 Between an alcoholic 
mother, a father in denial and 
another sister that couldn’t be 
more different on paper, Sam 
may be surrounded by family, 
but feels utterly alone. However, 
when Sam commiserates with 
co-worker Joel (Jeff Hiller), she 
discovers that this tiny town in 
Kansas may have more to offer 
than she originally expected.
 While Sam doesn’t 

remember Joel at first, Joel is 
quick to praise her talents from 
the time they were both in show 
choir together back at school. 
Recognizing that Sam may need 
a little jolt of inspiration, Joel 
invites her to cabaret night, a 
secret meeting between those 
who feel like misfits of the town 
looking for an outlet to express 
their creativity, socialize and in 
the case of Sam, literally find her 
voice again. 
 The friendship that 
inevitably grows between Sam 
and Joel is the true heart of the 
series and shows that one’s found 
family can be just as instrumental 
in life as the family you’re born 
into.
 Somebody Somewhere 
shines in its ability to depict the 
harsh realities of life as well as  the 
pockets of unexpected joy. While 
not entirely based on Everett’s 
real life, there are factors of her 
history taken for the show which 
brings an intimacy that allows the 
series to land as well as it does. 
 Slow burning, but 
with so much sentimentality, 
Somebody Somewhere is an 
earnest depiction of human 
connection and the idea that there 
truly is no place like home.
 Somebody Somewhere 
is currently streaming on HBO 
Max.

Summer Movies in the Park 
Schedule Announced

 The Valley Cultural 
Foundation has announced their 
summer Movies at Warner Park 
schedule.
 The movies kick 
off Saturday, August 6, with 
Encanto. August 13 shows Paw 
Patrol on the big screen, with 
Cruella onscreen on August 20. 
The season will close with Jungle 
Cruise on August 27. 
 All movies begin 
Saturday evening at dusk but get 
there early to secure a spot and 
picnic with friends and family. 
Bring blankets and the entire 

family. There will  also be food 
trucks in the park. 
 Parking is available 
on surrounding streets and the 
adjacent parking garage. 
 Valley News Group is 
a long time sponsor of Valley 
Cultural Foundations events, 
including Movies in the Park 
which brings free entertainment 
options to Valley families and 
community members.
 For a full movie and 
concert schedule of all things 
happening this summer, visit 
valleycultural.org.

Hollywood Bowl Jazz Festival Tickets 
Available Now

 The Hollywood Bowl is 
jazzin’ it up this summer!
 For the first time since 
the pandemic, the Bowl will again 
host the famous event (formerly 
the Playboy Jazz Festival). 
 Presented by the L.A. 
Phil on June 25 and 26, an 
artistically exciting and eclectic 
line-up of performers has been 
confirmed - including established 
and upcoming artists in the genre.
 The top acts in jazz and 
more descend on the Hollywood 
Bowl for two days of incredible 
music and a whole lot of 
fun. 
 P r o d u c e d 
in collaboration with 
Festival West, the 
Hollywood Bowl Jazz 
Festival kicks off the 
summer with a lineup 
for the ages including 
late-night sensations 
The Roots, drummer and 
producer extraordinaire 
Terri Lynne Carrington 
+ Social Science, horn 
sensations and audience pleasers 
Tower of Power, beloved 

vocalist Gregory Porter, Nigerian 
superstar Femi Kuti & The 
P o s i t i v e 
F o r c e , 
g u i t a r 
v i r t u o s o 
Cory Wong, 
trumpeter, 
c o m p o s e r 
a n d 
p r o d u c e r 
C h r i s t i a n 
S c o t t 
a T u n d e 
A d j u a h , 

Lean on Me: José James 
Celebrates Bill Withers, pianist 

and saxophonist Gordon 
Goodwin’s Big Phat Band, 

s a x o p h o n i s t 
extraordinare Azar 
Lawrence with the 
Azar Lawrence 
Experience, pianist 
and composer 
Gerald Clayton, 
Fantastic Negrito, 
the L.A. County 
High School Jazz 
Band, Veronica 
Swift, Jungle Fire 
and more.
 T w o - d a y 
festival packages 

are currently available as well as 
single-day tickets. Gates will open 
at 1:30 pm with entertainment 
beginning at 3:30 pm. Programs, 
artists and availability subject to 
change.
 Tickets are available 
online at hollywoodbowl.com or 
via phone at (323) 850-2000.
 Since 1922, the 
Hollywood Bowl has been 
a premier venue for outdoor 
entertainment and is celebrating 
its 100th anniversary this year.

From top: The Roots will headline the 
event. Saxophonist Gordon Goodwin.
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HOPPY
EASTER

H O P  T O  I T
A P R I L  1–16 

Create unforgettable 
memories with Bunny photos.

RESERVE 
YOUR
SPOT
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REAL ESTATE

On Site Design 
& Installation
310.869.9079

CONSTRUCTION 
& HANDYMAN

SERVICES
Repairs to Remodels
Garage Conversions
From Demo to Design

Bercsi Development Inc.
Licensed and Insured

Lic# 945461 After...

Have a Hot Property in Encino?
Email EncinoEnterprise@gmail.com 

First time advertisers also get 
accompanying editorial!

Nighttrek: What to See in 
the April Sky

By Neill Simmons
 The highlight of April is 
the meeting of the swift planet, 
Mercury, and the star cluster, 
Pleiades, on Friday the 29th.  
Look low in the west after 8 pm.  
This event can be seen with the 
naked eye but will look better in 
binoculars.  Try to get to high 
ground so you have a good view 
of the horizon. 
 Saturday, April 16th, 
the beautiful “Pink” full Moon 
will rise in the east.  American 
colonist got this name from the 
Indians who notice the local moss 
turned pink in April.

 FUN FACT:   The Moon 
goes around the Earth in 27.3 days 
on average.  This figure increases 
every year showing the Moon is 
slowly moving away from Earth!
 In April, look north 

at Ursa Major, 
better known as 
the “Big Dipper.” 
This famous 
formation of stars 
is at its highest 
this month with 
the bowl turned 
upside down. 
When viewed in 
July, the bowl 
will be in the 
lowest spot. 
 One of the great 
constellations that is easy to 
spot, is “Leo the Lion” appearing 
high in the east after dark.  This 
is one of the constellations that 
resemble its namesake.  Look 
for a backward “question mark” 
which is the head of the Lion.
 April 22 and 23 is the 
Lyrids meteor shower in the 
constellation, Lyra.  The Moon is 
bright so the best time to see this 
will be in the early hours of the 
23rd around 4 am until dawn.  
 DAWN PATROL:  
Put April 4th and 5th on your 
calendar when the planets Venus, 

Mars, and Saturn appear to be  
close to each other in the early 
morning sky at 5:30 am to 6 am.  
Look east and tell your friends 
about this.  On April 24 to 30, the 
King of planets, Jupiter, shows up 
to join the other three planets.  
 The International Space 
Station makes a great pass over 
us on Tuesday, April 5, at 7:49 
p.m.  Look in the northwest as 
it moves toward the east.  At 
7:52 p.m. the ISS will be over 
head.   It’s traveling over 17,000 
miles per hour and will be over 
Las Vegas in four minutes! This 
sighting will be one of the longest 
times it will be over the L.A. 
Area.  Remember, the ISS is very 
bright and has no blinking lights.
 Vandenberg Space 
Force Base is launching a Falcon 
Rocket at 5 pm on April 14.  Look 
northwest. 
 JPL NASA NEWS:  The 
little helicopter, named Ingenuity, 
is still working hard on Mars.   
It has performed many flights 
scoping out places where the 
rover, Perseverance, should go 
and explore.  Ingenuity flies at 

33 feet above the Mars surface.  
NASA has nicknamed it “Ginny.”
 SOLAR ECLIPSE 
REMINDER:  On April 8, 2024 
a total eclipse of the sun will 
happen. This event path starts 
in Mexico and quickly moves 
through Texas up to Ohio and 
ends in Canada.  Make plans 
early to decide where it will be 
best to see this amazing sight.
 When not stargazing, 
Neill Simmons is a Wealth 
Manager with LPL Financial in 
Woodland Hills. If you have any 
astronomy or financial questions, 
he may be reached at (818) 936-
2626 or neill.simmons@lpl.com.

Vandenberg Space Force 
Base is launching a Falcon 
Rocket at 5 pm on April 14.  

Look northwest. 
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Mayoral Candidate Buys $11 
Million Encino Home

 Encino businessman, 
and mayoral candidate, Ramit 
Varma recently upgraded his 
local lodging from a $3 million to 
a $11 million home in the same 
neighborhood.
 While still under 
construction, the 10,000 square 
foot property was sold and built 
on speculation by prominent 
developer Evan Gaskin. Boasting 
six bedrooms and six-and-a-half 
baths, the property also consists of 
a 1,200-square-foot guesthouse.
 While renderings show 
the designer’s vision and not yet 
the completed accommodations, 
plans include a game room/
screening room, wine closest, 
chef’s kitchen with modern 
appliances and a master suite 

with marble-clad bathroom. An 
open floor plan with disappearing 
walls of glass seamlessly connect 
the interior and exterior spaces. 
The backyard offers not only an 
oversized swimming pool, but 
also a sports court and expansive 
lawn. The lot size, at .91 acres, 
sits behind a walled and gated 
fence like most properties in the 
area. 
 Varma is the co-
founder of online tutoring school 
Revolution Prep which was sold 
last year to equity firm Apax 
Digital for an undisclosed sum. 
It was clearly a beneficial sale as 
Varma was not only able to shell 
out $11 million for this Encino 
home, but also pledge $1 million 
to his mayoral campaign. 



Encino Enterprise, April 1, 2022, Page 16

HYPER LOCAL NEWS
THAT MATTERS TO YOU

Launching March 2022

For advertising and editorial, please call 818-313-9545 or email valleynewsgroup@gmail.com 

SUBSCRIBE NOW

VALLEYNEWSGROUP.COM/NORTHVALLEYNEWS

VALLEYNEWSGROUP.COM

Community Calendar
Breaking News

Business
Entertainment

Real Estate
and so much more!


