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News in Brief

Chatsworth Nature Preserve 

Celebrates Earth Day

Egg Scramble and Hunt Saturday 

at Santa Susana Park

In one of the Valley’s most 
important awards programs 
recognizing women leaders of 
the San Fernando Valley, the 
United Chambers of Commerce’s 
(UCC) board of directors has 
announced its 2022 8th Annual 
Inspirational Women honorees.

 This year’s conferees are 
longtime community advocate 
and Gelb Group executive 
Diana Dueñas; Los Angeles 
Fire Department Battalion Chief 
Stacy Gerlic; Pastor Kathy 
Huck, founder and executive 
director of  About My Father’s 
Business, an interfaith homeless 
outreach program; Carol Salazar 

Loweree, president of Happy 
House, a non-profit dedicated to 
community and family services; 
and Sheri Polak, Woodland 
Hills Rotary Club member 

and community volunteer.
 For almost two decades, 

Dueñas has been dedicated to 
helping Valley businesses and 
non-profit organizations thrive. 
She has moved not only Valley 

residents and companies to 
support local businesses but to 
get involved, provide volunteer 
support and to donate to many 
Valley community service groups.

 She has been a longtime, 
staunch advocate for the Valley’s 
small businesses, women in 
business, education, veterans 
and youth. She has been cited for 
her leadership and advocacy by 
wide range of civic and business 
leaders from the Mayor’s office 
to Valley community groups.

 Under her leadership, Diana 
helped build the Encino Chamber 
of Commerce into one of the 

Valley’s Most Inspirational Women Named 

LAFD Chief Stacy GerlicPastor Kathy HuckDiana Duenas

Carol Salazar Loweree Sheri Polak

Trumpeter
Amir ElSaffar
at The Soraya

See Page 6

(Continued to page 11)

It’s one of the Valley’s

most important awards

recognizing women 

leaders.

Celebrate Earth Day on Saturday, April 23, at the 
Chatsworth Nature Preserve. There will be an opening 
ceremony at 10 am with a Native American blessing. Other 
activities include guided nature hikes, live animal exhibitions, 
and a community resource fair. Enter off Valley Circle west 
of Plummer. There is limited on-site parking as well as street 
parking. The event is sponsored by LADWP, Sky Valley 
Volunteers,  HERP Connection and Santa Susana Mountain 
Park Assocation. For more information visit   ladwp.com.

LAPD Devonshire Station

Hosts Open House 
 L.A.P.D. Devonshire Division’s Annual Open House 

will be held on Saturday, April 30, from 8 to 11 am at 10250 
Etiwanda Ave., in Northridge. The event is free with $10 per 
person for the pancake breakfast (kids under three eat free). 
The event is sponsored by Supporters of Law Enforcement 
in Devonshire, a nonprofit formed in 1993 that consists 
of local concerned citizens, community members and 
businesses who are dedicated to promoting the goals of the 
Devonshire Division. The Devonshire LAPD Station serves 
the communities of Chatsworth, Granda Hills, Northridge 
and Porter Ranch. Tickets for the pancake breakfast are 
available at the door or online at soliddevonshire.org.

It’s an eggs-cellent event for families this Saturday 
at Santa Susana Community Park. The Rancho Simi 
Recreation Center is hosting an Egg Scramble and Hunt 
for those 10 years and under at 9 am. The event is free 
-but bring your own basket to collect those eggs. Adults 
can also bring a canned good to benefit The Samaritan 
Center. The Egg Scramble will be held at 500 Los Angeles 
Avenue in Simi Valley. For more information visit rsrpd.rg.
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THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT YOU
.. .BECAUSE OF US.

COWE.COM
1-800-527-3646

SUBMISSIONS OPEN FOR THE DAVID LABKOVSKI PROJECT

ANNUAL REFLECT & RESPOND PROGRAM

Selected works will be showcased at our Holocaust Commemoration Event
Thursday, April 28, 2022 at 7:00PM PST

Submissions due by Friday, April 22nd

Presenting Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Ellie & Mark Lainer 
Connie & Dr. Noah Marco

Brana & Bob Paster

Council Member Bob Blumenfield
Arna & David Pillemer
Hillside Memorial Park & Mortuary
Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles
Laura & Dr. Soleil Younai

In honor of Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, the David Labkovski Project
announces the annual Reflect & Respond Program and invites adults and students
(ages 12 and up) to submit original poetry, prose, or art in response to one of David 

Labkovski’s paintings depicting life before, during or after the Holocaust.

Arlene & Dr. Michael Agress
Valley News Group

Submit Your Response: www.davidlabkovskiproject.org

 GRANADA HILLS: The Granada Hills Neighborhood Council North 
will be holding a Neighborhood Watch Meeting with SLO John Parker 
on Tuesday, April 12, at 7 pm. For more info, visit ghnnc.org/calen-
dar/?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D104652348.

CHATSWORTH: The Chatsworth Library will present Martin Espino 
with indigenous music from the deserts, rainforests, mountains and 
beaches. Espino gently motivates his audiences to play from his vast 
collection of native percussion instruments and sing songs in languages 
such as Maya, Dine, Xingu and Nahuati. The event will take place 
Tuesay, April 19, at 3 pm at the library, 21052 Deovnshire Street.

SIMI VALLEY: Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District is hosting 
an Egg Scramble on Saturday, April 16, at 9 am at Rancho Santa Susana 
Community Park (5005 Los Angeles Ave). Admission is free, just 
bring your own basket to go egg hunting! (Ages 10 and under). Bring 
a canned or non-perishable food item to benefit The Samaritan Center

 
GRANADA HILLS:  Join the Granada Hills Branch Library 

for Book Club on Wednesday, April 20, from 1:30 to 3 pm. 
This month’s discussion will be on Vanishing Half by Brit 
Bennett. To RSVP, email grnhls@lapl.org for the Zoom link.

CHATSWORTH: Kiwanis Club of Chatsworth will be holding 
their annual Charity Golf Tournament on Monday, April 25, from 
9 am to 3 pm. Proceeds from this event will go to Chatsworth 
Kiwanis and its mission to help the children within the community. 
For event details, and to register, visit chatsworthchamber.com/
events/details/kiwanis-annual-charity-golf-tournament-532.

GRANADA HILLS: Join the San Fernando Valley Audubon 
Society for a mid-week bird watching walk on Tuesday, April 19, 
from 9 am to 12 pm, in beautiful O’Melveny Park in Granada 
Hills. The Audubon Society offers this free guided birdwatching 
and nature walk on the third Tuesday of every month. Meet in 
the parking lot. Bring binoculars if you have them, water and 
appropriate shoes. For more info, call Carolyn Oppenheimer at 
(818) 885-7493 or email carolyn.oppenheimer@sfvaudubon.org

 
CHATSWORTH: Wellness Resource Network is back to in person 

events! Join them at the Valley record store, Deadly Wax (21903 
Devonshire St.) on Tuesday, April 19, at noon for a groovy networking 
event. Listen to fantastic music, meet the owners and hear their story, 
network with wellness professionals, purchase some vinyl, and rock on! 
Those interested are asked to RSVP forms.gle/ozYzsd1n1g4CVR2P9.

VALLEYWIDE: Save the date for Earth Day Clean Up on 
Saturday, April 23, from 8:30 to 10:30 am. Participants will help 
pick up litter on Ventura Blvd. from Universal Studios to Valley 
Circle. Bring your own gloves and water, trash bags and pickers 
will be provided. Register for the event at bit.ly/3CMGT13.

VAN NUYS: Council President Nury Martinez, Van Nuys Airport 
and the Valley Economic Alliance present Virtual Aviation Career 
Day on Friday, April 29, from 10 am to noon. Whether you have 
always dreamed of working in, on or around aircraft or are curious 
to see what careers the aviation industries can offer, you owe it 
to yourself to check it out during this Zoom event! Register at 
eventbrite.com/e/aviation-career-day-2022-tickets-288184085357.

NORTHRIDGE: The Northridge East Neighborhood Council 
will be holding their next general board meeting on Wednesday, 
April 20, at 7 pm. For more info, visit nenc-la.org/calendar.

SIMI VALLEY: The Reagan Library presents “Secrets of WWII” with 
real stories, real secrets and real artifacts. The Reagan Library is 
located at 40 Presidential Drive. Visit  reaganfoundation.org for more 
information.

NORTHRIDGE:  CA | MusicBox studio, school and stage will present 
a Spring Recital on Saturday, April 30. The recital will showcase the 
talented and hard working students of CA | MusicBox in a variety of 
performances. The recital will be held at 8990 Tampa Avenue. The cost 
is $25 to perform or be a sponsor. Text (818) 450-4684 for information.
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ladwp.com

Chatsworth Nature Preserve

Earth Day Celebration 
Saturday, April 23, 2022 

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Sign Language interpreters, Assistive Listening Devices, or other auxiliary aids and/ or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at least 72 hours prior to the meeting 
you wish to attend. Due to difficulties in securing Sign Language interpreters, five or more business day notice is strongly recommended. To request accommodation, please call 213-367-1076. TDD: 800 HEAR DWP (800 432-7397).

Opening Ceremony with Native American Blessing
Guided Nature Hikes • Live Animal Exhibitions • Community Resource Fair

Chatsworth
Nature Preserve
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Location & Parking:  
Entry gate on Valley Circle Blvd, west of 
Plummer St. 

Street parking available with limited on-site 
parking.

Bring hats, refillable water bottles, sunscreen 
and comfortable walking shoes. No bikes, 
scooters, pets, drones, cigarettes of any kind.

Map:  bit.ly/2naHjvT

By Danrochelle Yumul 
Wrestlers taking photos with 

bystanders, Ecto-1 parked on a 
sidewalk and Storm Troopers 
patrolling DeSoto Ave?  No, 
you were not at Comic Con 
nor were you zapped into a 
parallel dimension.  What you 
experienced was the result of 
community organizers coming 
together to bring the first of 
many events of its kind into the 
Chatsworth neighborhood.

Last Saturday, the Chatsworth-
Porter Ranch Chamber of 
Commerce teamed up with local 
comic bookstore, We Can Be 
Heroes, to bring the first ever We 
CON Be Heroes/Block Fest.  The 
event, which closed two blocks 
on Devonshire St., between 
DeSoto and Variel, showcased 
local vendors, live performances 
by local bands, food trucks and 
a cocktail lounge hosted by Los 
Toros and Hand-Brewed Brewery. 

San Fernando Valley local 
and owner of We Can Be 
Heroes Julio Galvez, wanted to 
bring something special to the 
community for supporting his 
business during the pandemic.  

“We survived the pandemic 
because of our community’s 
support.  When we were allowed 
to open our doors again, we 
saw at least a hundred people in 

line, waiting to come in.  So, we 
wanted to give back and started 
to really think of ways to do that.  
The neighborhood lost a lot of 
businesses during the pandemic.  
We’re hoping this event 
revitalizes the neighborhood and 
brings people together again,” 
said Galvez.

His work with the 2019 
Sherman Oaks Street Fair had 
him cross paths with David 
Phelps, former Sherman Oaks 
Chamber of Commerce President.  
It was Phelps who introduced him 
to Nick Montano, owner of Los 
Toros and the current president 
of the Chatsworth-Porter 
Ranch Chamber of Commerce.  
Their meeting facilitated their 
collaboration for this event.

We CON Be Heroes brought 
a unique outdoor, street-based 
comic convention to the event.  
They featured The Los Angeles 
Ghostbusters, and the 501st 
Legion, a worldwide costuming 
organization, operated by Star 
Wars Fans.  The event also 
featured meet and greet and photo 
op sessions with celebrities such 
as Ernie Reyes Jr., Lotus Bloom, 
Ryan Hurst, triplets Tom, Tim, and 
Ted DiFillippo, Christine Galey, 
Dmitry Karas and Susanna Malak.

What drew the crowd’s 

Lotus Bloom and Ernie Reyes Jr. at 
We Can Be Heroes bookstore.

Councilman John Lee provided city 
and community information.

North Valley News’ Miri Rossitto
shared the paper with attendees.

PCW wrestling matches drew 
a large crowd.

Chatsworth Chamber President Nick 
Montano and wife Lucia.

Comic Convention’s Los Angeles Ghostbusters Kids could paint a truck from Galpin Ford. (Continued to page 6)

A bit of the Old West strolls
through Blockfest.
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Need to Pick Up a Paper? Visit These Merchants 
Northridge Library

Chatsworth Library

Nat’s Diner

Brent’s Deli 

Ralphs Markets

Vons Markets

Albertsons

Logix Credit Union

Jon’s Market

Starbucks vineyard

IHOP

Soleil Hotel

Northridge Hospital

North Valley Chamber

Granada Hills Chamber

Handel’s Ice Cream

Porter Valley 

    Country Club

Los Toros

Ihop – Reseda

Whole Foods Cafe

Rosies BBQ

La Fitness

AAA

Northridge Urgent                 

   Care

Premier America

Guest Editorial: 
The Toll of Recklessness on Our Roadways

From Senator Henry Stern
We hear the stories all too 

often. Our friends and neighbors 
have been forced to grieve these 
heart-rending - and entirely 
preventable - deaths.

Reckless driving is not a 
victimless crime. In 2020, I 
personally experienced this 
tragedy when Ryan Koeppel, a 16 
year old was killed on Vanowen 
coming home from a night out 
with his friends. The driver who 
killed him was driving 80 mph 
in a residential neighborhood, 
leaving a hole in the hearts of 
so many.  That same driver had 
been previously convicted and 
yet he walked away with only 
community service and a fine 
that he’ll be able to avoid paying.

This injustice is tragically 
common.  Here in the Valley, 
we have lost friends and family 
to speeding, street racing, and 
sideshows. We should not live 
in fear of our kids or parents 
crossing the street, or driving to 
see their friends.  That is why 
I’ve introduced Senate Bill 1472, 
Ryan’s Law.

Although law enforcement 
frequently distributes citations 
to drivers who drive recklessly, 
these punitive measures don’t 
have long-term consequences 
or prevent reckless driving from 
reoccurring. After paying their 
fine or completing community 
service, the drivers are often back 
on the roads – repeating the same 
careless behaviors that lead to 
lives senselessly lost. 

Ryan’s Law will end this 
pattern by expanding the definition 
of “vehicular manslaughter” 
to include a death that occurs 
while the driver is speeding over 
100 mph, or otherwise driving 
recklessly. The bill also serves to 
address repeat offenses of these 
crimes by increasing the penalties 
for vehicular manslaughter within 
a three-year period of having 
received a prior conviction 
for dangerous driving. These 
penalties include imprisonment, 
vehicle impoundment, drivers 
license revocation, and significant 
monetary fines. With the number 

of preventable deaths increasing 
each year, we cannot simply 
rely on lower speed limits 
or a vision zero strategy that 
focuses on traffic engineering. 
The law must be strengthened 
and enforcement of the law 
must be adequately funded.   

SB 1472 requires people who 
are convicted of reckless driving 
or excessive speeding, to be 
advised that they may be charged 
with vehicular manslaughter 
should they be convicted again 
of driving in a reckless manner 
that causes a fatality. By making 
drivers aware of these penalties, 

GET A FREE 

DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION TO

we hope to make the consequences 
of these crimes salient enough 
that drivers make meaningful 
changes in day-to-day driving. 

Each and every one of us 
has a responsibility to obey 
traffic safety laws. When 
used improperly, our vehicles 
are weapons when wielded 
recklessly. By advocating for the 
passage of Ryan’s Law, my goal is 
to honor Ryan and the other lives 
lost due to street racing, excessive 
speeding, or sideshow spectacles. 
In doing so, we’ll ensure that 
no more families experience 
this profound tragedy and help 
give meaning to the senseless 
deaths, including Ryan’s.

California State Senator 
Henry Stern represents the 27th 
Senate District, which includes  
Agoura Hills, Calabasas, Hidden 
Hills, Malibu, Moorpark, Simi 
Valley, Thousand Oaks, Westlake 
Village, part of Santa Clarita 
and Canoga Park, Chatsworth, 
Encino, Porter Ranch, Reseda, 
Lake Balboa, Tarzana, West Hills, 
Winnetka, and Woodland Hills.

Ryan’s Law will end this pattern 
by expanding the definition of 
“vehicular manslaughter” to 
include a death that occurs 
while the driver is speeding 
over 100 mph, or otherwise 
driving recklessly. 

• Richard Chemel, who we’re pretty sure doesn’t celebrate Easter, 
checked in anyway with some holiday ha-ha’s:

- Why was the little girl sad after Easter: Ans> Because of an egg 
beater! 

- What kind of stories do Easter eggs tell their children? Ans> 
Yolk tales.

- What kind of bean can’t grow in a garden? Ans> A jelly bean.

Enough you say! Okay, here’s some for the other side:
- What’s your favorite Passover film? Ans> Shawshankbone 

Redemption.
- Why do we have a Haggadah at Passover? Ans >So we can 

Seder right words.
What do you call someone who derives pleasure from the bread of 

affliction? Ans>A matzochist.
- Why did the matzah quit his job? Ans>Because he didn’t get a 

raise.

• And we love what that great valley resident Bob Hope used to 
say... “Welcome to the Academy Awards, or as it’s known at our house, 
Passover.” (He did go on later to win five awards...)

•  Theda Reichman says if you want to get in touch with God in 
these modern times, use knee-mail.

• The first sign of maturity is the discovery that the volume knob 
also turns to the left.

• Ever have one of those days where you feel old? Just remember 
Satchel Paige said it best, “How old would you be if you didn’t know 
how old you are?”

• Eventually...you will reach a point when you stop lying about 
your age and start bragging about it! 
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lfcu.com/HELOCClick, call or fly over (800) 328-5328

NMLS ID 503781

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. The Logix PrimeLine Home Equity Line of Credit is an adjustable rate loan. The introductory Discounted 1.99% APR (1.99% APR Into Rate) is fixed for the first 12 months (365 days) after which 
the rate converts to the then current Prime Rate (the Index) plus your Margin and is then variable and subject to change. The PrimeLine Variable Rate Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC) current 3.99% APR, which is accurate 
as of 3/18/22 and is subject to change, is our best rate based on creditworthiness, credit score, and maximum combined loan-to-value (CLTV) of 80%. The rate is variable, is subject to change monthly, and may increase after 
consummation. Maximum APR 18%. The HELOC term is 15 years. Minimum interest-only monthly payment results in a Balloon payment at maturity. Minimum credit limit is $25,000; Maximum $500,000. Property Insurance 
and a lien is required on the subject property. No closing costs if credit limit is $250,000 or less and HELOC is not closed within the first 36 months. Closing costs on credit limits in excess of $250,000 range from $1,500 to
$2,000 based on amount borrowed. Attorney’s fees apply in MD, VA, NH, ME and MA and range from $300 to $700. Additional state-related taxes and fees may apply. Consult your tax advisor regarding deductibility of interest. 
The PrimeLine Variable-Rate Home Equity Line of Credit is available only on owner-occupied properties located in CA, MD, NV, NH, VA, MA and ME. The 1.99% APR Intro Rate is not available on the
Logix 80/10/10 mortgage loan program. Logix Smarter Banking is a registered trademark of Logix Federal Credit Union. Logix membership required.

Looking for an equitable
arrangement?

There’s a branch in your neighborhood.
Chatsworth

10324 Mason Ave.
(In the Trader Joe's Shopping Center)

(866) 740-5328

Porter Ranch
19765 Rinaldi St, Suite B

(In the Ralphs Shopping Center)
(866) 788-5328

Intro rate for 12 months.*
1.99APR

%
APR
%

Home Equity Line of Credit Current Rate as low as

3.99
NO CLOSING COSTS NO ANNUAL FEES

By Miri Rossitto
It’s time to invest 

in our planet!
Businesses have 

a big impact on the 
environment.  As a 
business owner, it’s 
your choice whether 
said impact is 
negative or positive.  

About 50% 
of top American 
companies and 60% 
of international 
companies are 
investing in strate-
gies to reduce their 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
impact.  

63% of 
consumers hope 
businesses take lead in driving 
environmental change.

Adapting an eco-conscious 
philosophy not only elevates your 
brand but also reduces costs and 
improves sustainability.  Let’s get 
down to some basic tips to help 
get you started:

Assess your impact.
Before you start enacting 

various eco-friendly policies, 
you need to look at your business 
operations.  Identify and analyze 
where you can make the most 
positive impact.  Is it your 
paper use?  Is it your energy 
consumption?  Do we really need 
to ask everyone to drive to the 
office for a two-hour meeting 
we can just do via zoom?  Once 
you identify where changes 
can be made, then enact a step 
by step policy that everyone 
can follow and participate in.

Paper less.  Digitize more.
On average, office workers 

use more than 10,000 sheets per 
year.  That’s roughly around two 
cases of paper per employee.  If 
the average cost of a case is $40, 
the annual cost per employee is 
$80.  Avoiding, reducing, reusing, 
and recycling can greatly lower 
your cost.  Avoid using single use 
paper.  Reduce your paper needs 
by digitizing your documents. 
Reuse paper by encouraging 
employees to use the other side 
of printed documents as scratch 
paper or note taking pads.  
Recycle by shredding excess 
paper and having recycle bins 
accessible to employees.

Encourage going paperless by 
utilizing the cloud storage.  From 
Google Drive to Dropbox to 
OneDrive, there’s certainly many 
options to choose from.  This 
can lead to more efficient and 
collaborative business processes.

Involve your employees.
What better way to make a 

change than to encourage others 
to change their habits as well?  Get 
your employees involved in these 
changes.  Instead of using a single 
serve coffee machine, get a regular 
coffee maker and encourage them 

Down to Earth Business Strategies

to bring their own mug.  Have 
an incentive for employees who 
bring in their lunch in reusable 
containers.  Better yet, provide 
company branded reusable 
swag—from bento boxes to 
lunch boxes and even travel 
mugs–to encourage employees 
to reduce waste.  If single use 
items can’t be avoided, make sure 
you provide recycle bins to help 
employees recycle their trash.

Cut the travel.
More and more companies 

are open to employees working 

from home.  Saving on office 
space rental and energy 
consumption, companies can 
funnel their savings into growing 
their business.  If possible, 
encourage your employees to 
work remotely to reduce travel 
into the office.  Hold meetings via 
Zoom or Google Meet if it’s not 
necessary for all participants to 
be physically present at the office.  

On average, office workers 
use more than 
10,000 sheets per year. 
That’s roughly around 
two cases of paper
per employee. 
Try to paper less,
digitize more.

If you must 
meet at the office, 
offer public 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
incentives or even 
getting to work by 
walking or riding 
a bicycle (or an 
electric scooter) 
if they’re close 
enough.

R e d u c i n g 
employees’ travel 
cuts down on 
pollution, fossil 
fuel use, and 
reduces your 
company’s overall 
carbon footprint.
Conserve Energy.

The ideal is 
to power your office with a 
renewable power source like 
solar panels.  If installing solar 
panels is not feasible, find other 
ways to conserve energy in the 
office.  Set aside time to power 
down the office, preferably after 
office hours.  Utilize natural light 
as much as you can or switch to 
LED lighting.  Install motion 
activated light switches to save 
a significant amount of energy.

Taking steps to become eco-
friendly benefits not only your 
company but your community 
at large.  In the long run, your 
actions will have a greater 
impact in saving our planet and 
creating a better future for all.

Miri Rossitto is founder and 
CEO of COWE Communications. 
She can reached at (818) 970- 
9177. Follow @coweofficial on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
Linkedin.

CSUN Gets $1 Million
in Federal Funds 
CSUN’s Global Hispanic 

Serving Institution Equity 
Innovation Hub has received $1 
million from an appropriations 
request made by Sen. Alex Padilla  
included in the recently signed 
$1.5 trillion federal government 
spending bill. The funding 
will go toward programming 
and personnel to support 
equity-centered institutional 
transformation, identify 
innovative science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) educational pathways, 
and enhance strategies to address 
equity gaps in degree attainment.
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Nominations may be submitted by students, parents/caregivers or colleagues.   

/ Principal  
/ Teacher 
/ Special Education Teacher 
/ STEM Teacher 
/ Visual and Performing Arts Teacher 
/ Physical Education Teacher 
/ Parent Volunteer

Heroes in Education Celebration & Gala  
on May 11, 2022 

Porter Valley Country Club

DOES YOUR SCHOOL HAVE A HERO  
WHO DESERVES TO BE RECOGNIZED?

Let them know they’re 
appreciated and  

nominate your Hero 
NOW!

All nominations  are due by Friday,  April 1, 2022
INFORMATION 
818-349-5676

Where Membership Matters

√ Touch Base Tuesdays
√ Link Luncheons
√ Chamber Board Meetings
√ Ribbon Cuttings & Networking

Join Today! Call 818.341.2428

Find All Papers Online at
ValleyNewsGroup.com

Valley Vantage •Calabasas Enterprise
Warner Center News • Encino Enterprise • North Valley News

@valleynewsgroupwoodlandhills @valleynewsgroup

Revered Iraqi-American 
trumpeter, santur player, vocalist, 
and composer Amir ElSaffar 
fuses elements of traditional 
Middle Eastern modal music 
and American jazz to create 
a mesmerizing sonic hybrid 
that moves into a free state of 
uninhibited musical exploration. 
He returns to The Soraya on 
Saturday, April 23, with his 
diverse and virtuosic 17-piece 
pan-Arabic Rivers of Sound 
Orchestra, which features Middle 
Eastern masters as well as U.S. 
jazz stars, including guitarist 
Miles Okazaki, drummer Nasheet 
Waits, and woodwind legend J. 
D. Parran.

This performance marks 
ElSaffar’s third appearance at 
The Soraya, the first with his 
Rivers of Sound Orchestra.  The 
ensemble is composed of 17 
musicians from a broad spectrum 
of musical worlds.  Together, the 
group creates a novel sound that 
transcends established notions of 
style and convention.  

ElSaffar has been described 
as “uniquely poised to reconcile 
jazz and Arabic music,” (the 
Wire) and “one of the most 
promising figures in jazz today” 
(Chicago Tribune). A recipient 
of the Doris Duke Performing 
Artist Award and a 2018 US 
Artist Fellow, ElSaffar is an 
expert trumpeter with a classical 
background, conversant not only 
in the language of contemporary 
jazz, but has created techniques 
to play microtones and ornaments 
idiomatic to Arabic music that 
are not typically heard on the 
trumpet. Additionally, he is a 
purveyor of the centuries old, 
now endangered, Iraqi maqam 
tradition, which he performs 

actively as a vocalist and santur 
player. 

As a composer, ElSaffar 
has used the subtle microtones 
found in Iraqi maqam  music to 
create an innovative approach 
to harmony and melody, and 
has received commissions to 
compose for large and small jazz 
ensembles, traditional Middle 
Eastern ensembles, chamber 
orchestras, string quartets, and 
contemporary music ensembles, 
as well as dance troupes.

ElSaffar began the Rivers 
of Sound Orchestra in 2015, 
and released the double LP, 
“Not Two,” on New Amsterdam 
Records in 2017. Rivers of 
Sound has performed in festivals, 
concert halls, and opera houses 
worldwide.  The musicians 
represent a variety of traditions, 
playing Middle Eastern, Indian 
and Western instruments such as 

oud, buzuq, santur, joza, cello, 
saxophone, oboe, mrudangam, 
frame drum, drum set, and re-tuned 
piano, vibraphone, and guitar. 

To open the evening, award-
winning, American-born Indian 
classical vocalist Aditya Prakash 
brings the Aditya Prakash 
Ensemble to The Soraya for the 
first time. The young, imaginative 
group of musicians, who while 
bridging seemingly disparate 
styles of music, create a boldly 
innovative and powerful mix 
of the deep-rooted tradition 
of Indian classical ragas, 
chants and rhythms with the 
modern sounds of brass band 
arrangement, jazz harmony, 
and hip hop-infused rhythms. 

Tickets available starting 
at $36 at www.thesoraya.org 
and by calling 818-677-3000.  
The Soraya is located at 18111 
Nordhoff Street, Northridge,

Presents

 
       

  

 

CALL:  (818) 489-6421  
OR EMAIL: chatsworthkiwanis@gmail.com

www.chatsworthkiwanis.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Come be a part of an event that truly changes our children's
lives. Through this tournament we are able to fund many

events, programs and scholarships to benefit our
community.
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attention was the wrestling 
matches by PCW Ultra Wrestling 
Event.  Each match displayed 
high flying stunts and athleticism 
by the wrestlers, drawing cheers 
from the crowd.

The community turnout 
and support for this event was 
amazing despite the San Fernando 
Valley heat.

“The inaugural Chatsworth 
Block Party was unbelievably 
fun!  Food trucks, live music, 
beer garden, jump houses for 
the kids and tons of great local 
vendors and booths!  As a valley 
geek, I got to give a shout out 
to We Can Be Con, with all the 
awesome vendors and celebs!  
Storm troopers, Ghostbusters, 
Power Rangers, and LIVE 
wrestling?!?  What’s not to love?  
I sincerely hope this becomes an 
annual event,” shares Chatsworth 
resident, Luis Sayo.

Celebrating 
Blockfest 

(Continue from page 3)

Ami Elsaffar will perform at The Soraya.

Trumpeter, Santur Player, Vocalist and Composer 
Amir ElSaffar at The Soraya April 23
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The David Labkovski 
Project creates a living bridge 
from the lessons of the Holocaust 
to the realities of today’s 
world. His work empowers 
participants to engage in curated 
multi-disciplinary projects, 
involving components of 
collaboration, creativity, critical 
thinking, historical knowledge, 
mediation and problem solving. 

Making history relevant 
and engaging to today’s diverse 
student populations can be 
challenging. Students are 
overwhelmed with social media 
and navigating the present is 
overwhelming enough. Past 
history, with all of its themes, 
lessons, and perspectives, 
however important, may seem 
irrelevant. 

 The over 400 pieces of 
artwork of storyteller David 
Labkovski enable the center to 
teach Holocaust history in a way 
that personally speaks to students 
and participants. 

Labkovski painted simple 
identifiable people, events, 
places, and times. There are 
bustling markets and towns, 
tradesmen, farmers, families, joy, 
and purpose in his pre-Holocaust 
life. Soldiers, prisoners, isolation, 
separation, dread, and fear are 
present during his years in a 
Soviet Gulag prison camp. 
Silence, shock, abandonment, and 
despair at seeing the bombed-out 
ruins of his hometown are present 
in the Holocaust’s aftermath. 

And finally, there is beauty, 
hope, and peace present in 
his later years, away from the 
nightmares of his own past.  

Engaging Valley Residents to Learn About the Holocaust

Through The Art of David Labkovski

He chronicles life, fear, hopes, 
dreams, and terrible situations 
simply and with great truth. 

History becomes accessible 
and therapeutic, not through 
statistics, vast theories, battles, 
or metaphorical comparisons, but 
through one person’s lens of what 
it was like to live through difficult 
times. History now becomes 
time-travel: a living bridge 
from the complicated times 
of the past into our own time. 

The DLP uses his artwork as 
a vehicle to educate and engage 
students but most importantly 
to empower students to become 
educators to their peers. 

For Yom Ha Shoah/ 
Holocaust Commemoration 2022 
the DLP has launched a Reflect & 

Respond Program which 
invites adults and students 
12 and up to creatively 
respond to Labkovki’s art 
work through poetry, prose 
or art and submit them into 
an online journal which 
will be shared at the DLP 
virtual commemoration 
event on April 28 along 
with the launch of a new 
exhibit “ A Visual Diary of 
the Past” curated by seven 
students who completed 
the DLP student docent 
training program. 

For more information 
and to participate, visit 
davidlabkovskiproject.
o r g / r e f l e c t - a n d -
respond-2022.html.
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SUNDAY EVENINGS  ·  5:30 PM–8 PM

5:30 PM–6:15 PM

P R E S E N T ING S P ON S OR S

ValleyCultural.org  •  Hotline: 818.888.0822
Warner Park · 5800 Topanga Canyon Blvd., Woodland Hills 

Lineup subject to change.

June 19
Original R&B  
Emerging Artists  
featuring Terrell Edwards and more!

July 24
Oh What a Night!  
A Musical Tribute  
to Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons

June 26
Jumping Jack Flash
A Tribute to The Rolling Stones

Monday, July 4

July 31
24K Magic
A Tribute to Bruno Mars

August 7
The Tribe’s  
“One-Hit Wonders!”

August 14
Billy Nation
A Tribute to Billy Joel

August 21
Queen Nation
A Tribute to Queen

August 28
Kalimba
The Spirit of Earth, Wind & Fire

July 10
DSB (Don’t Stop Believing)
A Tribute to Journey

July 17
Led Zepagain
A Tribute to Led Zeppelin

Julia is a Delicious Delve into a 
Culinary Breakthrough

Sarah Lancashire is Julia Child in new HBOMax series.

By Katie Sterling
“People who love to eat are 

always the best people.”
While those wise words 

were spoken by culinary legend 
Julia Child, it’s a sentiment that 
I wholeheartedly agree with. 
Known as much for her witticism, 
as well as her recipes, Child 
changed the trajectory of cooking 
for the American people. In a 
time when TV dinners reigned 
supreme, and televisions were 
a questionable new technology 
on the market, Child’s cooking 
show revolutionized not only the 
way food was thought of, but the 
manner in which entertainment 
could impact societal change. 
HBO Max’s new show Julia 
follows the chef on her whirlwind 
foray into translating her talents 
for television to ultimately 
execute her groundbreaking 
show, “The French Chef.”

Julia begins shortly after 
the publication of Child’s first 
cookbook, Mastering the Art 
of French Cooking, during a 
period where both Julia (Sarah 
Lancashire) and her husband 
Paul (David Hyde Pierce) are 
finding themselves at a loss 
for purpose. Simultaneously, a 
young associate producer at the 
local public television station, 
WGBH, is looking to make a 
name for herself in the industry 
with the next, best thing. When 
Child makes an appearance on a 
local show to promote her book, 
and ends up making an omelet 
instead, well, the rest is history.

While previous fictional takes 
have focused on her culinary 
journey, Julia takes a fascinating 
look into a time period that 
audiences don’t know quite as 
well. After all, while her success 
started with the cookbook, her 
fame truly solidified with her 
television show. Watching the rise 
and fall of adjusting from a chef 
to a celebrity, there are a myriad 
of cultural adjustments not only 

for Child personally, but for 
what industries think audiences 
want to be entertained with. 

In one scene, Paul even scoffs at 
the idea that televisions probably 
won’t last past this current trend 
as viewers, at home, chuckle at the 
comment as the show streams on 
televisions as large as our walls.

While it’s a show that focuses 
its messages largely out of the 
kitchen, there’s certainly enough 
food scenes to make you wish 
you hadn’t watched on an empty 

stomach. This is a narrative 
about Julia Child after all! 

You’ll laugh, you’ll cry and 
you’ll wish that somehow a 
plate of beef bourguignon could 
magically appear in front of you. 
Yet, what truly makes this show 
so likeable is the uncanny, and 
perfectly personified, depiction 
of Child. An unrecognizable 
Lancashire (who if you haven’t 
marveled at her Happy Valley 
performance, I highly suggest 
adding it to your list), channels 
Child’s personality perfectly with 
witty, and sometimes cheeky, 
comments delivered expertly in 
that unmistakable accent. 

She embraces the complexities 
of Child’s character, a woman 
who found her calling later in life 
and wasn’t afraid to fight for it. 
Food was not only her passion, but 
her identity and her saving grace.  

Fans of Child will be eager 
to eat this series up and delve a 
bit deeper into the psyche of a 
woman grappling fame while 
earnestly sharing her love of 
food. Savor each episode slowly 
or voraciously binge the series to 
sate your appetite- Child would 
approve of both!  Bon appétit!

Julia is now streaming on 
HBO Max.

You’ll laugh, you’ll cry and 
you’ll wish that somehow a 
plate of beef bourguignon 
could magically appear....
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TheSorayaStage | TheSoraya.org | (818) 677-3000

Iraqi-American trumpeter, santur player, vocalist, and  
composer Amir ElSaffar returns to The Soraya — this time 

with his 17-piece jazz orchestra, the Rivers of Sound.  
The group’s Middle Eastern-inspired music blends with 

American jazz for a unique, infectious sound.

Sat Apr 23 | 8PM
Prices start at $36 (Parking Included)

Sat Apr 23 | 8pm
Amir ElSaffar’s Rivers of Sound Orchestra

Sat Apr 30 | 7pm 
Broadway Celebrates The Soraya

Eden Espinosa, Joshua Henry, and Megan Hilty
Richard Kaufman, Music Director and Conductor

UPCOMING  
CONCERTS
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When you need care now, 
know where to go.   
When you need immediate medical care, it’s important to know where to get the care you need. 

Dignity Health now offers urgent care along with emergency services at the Northridge Hospital 

campus. From minor emergencies to serious health concerns, our care teams have you covered. 

Learn more at at dignityhealth.org/northridge.
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CANTARA STREET

ROSCOE BLVD

URGENT CARE HOSPITAL

ER

NOVID Nasal Spray

Protect Yourself the Right Way

Novid fights and defends where 

viruses and bacteria attack.

Respiratory viruses such as 
SARS-COV2 enter our upper 
airway through the nose.  The 
viruses attach to the mucus 
membranes of the nasal 
passages and nasopharynx, 
the area in the back of the 
nose.  When the viruses 
attach to these areas, they 
reproduce in these tissues and 
shed virus that is expressed 
as a runny nose and nasal 
congestion.  When large 
volumes of virus shed, they 
are then inhaled into the lungs 
which results in cough, fevers 
and pneumonia symptoms.

Dr Marc Kerner, a local 
surgeon and ear, nose and 
throat specialist, has 27 years 
of experience in dealing with 
chronic sinus infections, 
upper airway allergies, and 
viral infections.  He has 
been having his patients 
use nasal irrigations with 
different medications to 
treat these conditions.  

When the pandemic first 
started Dr Kerner recognized that 
the Covid virus was a respiratory 
virus that was spread in aerosols.  
This means that the virus would 
behave like other SARS viruses 
in the past which enter the nasal 
passages, infect the cells in 
the nose and nasopharynx and 
replicates and spreads to others.  

There have been many studies 
that have confirmed that upper 
respiratory viruses such as 
SARS are killed with topical 
nasal and oral viralcidals.  That 
is why Dr. Kerner developed 
Novid™, a nasal spray that is 
based on formulas that Dr. Kerner 
has been using on his patients 

for over 20 years.
Dr Kerner was 

also seen on many 
news outlets talking 
about this important 
preventative measure 
which can protect and 
lessen the effects of 
upper respiratory viral 
infections.  Novid™ 
fights and defends 
where viruses and 
bacteria attack.  In 
addition, it relieves 
symptoms associated 
with nasal congestion, 
allergies, colds and  
sinus infections.

Novid™ kills 
these organisms 
where they attach and 
reproduce in the nasal 
and sinus passages. 

It can be used for self-
protection when one is 
traveling in an airplane, 
going to a concert or 
sporting event with large 

gatherings. Novid™ can be used 
3-4 times per day as needed.  
According to Dr Kerner, “the best 
defense is an offense and Novid™ 
is that offense for everyone.”

For more information on 
NOVID visit www.getnovid.com. 
NOVID can also be purchased at 
Dr Kerner’s office in Northridge 
at 18350 Roscoe Blvd Suite 318.  

Keep Your Business Healthy! 

Advertise in North Valley News

818.313.9545
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most respected Chambers 
in the San Fernando Valley.

 In addition to serving 12 
years as the Encino Chamber’s 
executive director, she has been 
a committed champion for 
Grateful Americans Charity, a 
non-profit helping veterans with 
PTSD; Yes, I CAN Member, a 
non-profit focused on stopping 
the cycle of abuse; The Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society; the 
Valley Leadership Institute, the 
Fernando Awards Foundation, the 
United Chambers of Commerce; 
and the Southern California 
Association of Chamber 
of Commerce Executives. 

 Kathy Huck honed her 
skills and perspective through 
decades of working with Ken 
Craft, the CEO of Hope of The 
Valley Rescue Mission.   

 She will tell you she’s retired 
now but you will never know it 
by the countless hours she spends 
preparing Hope bags, hygiene 
kits, obtaining tents and sleeping 
bags, socks and other seasonal 
clothing, visiting encampments, 
cars and RVs, and working 
tirelessly building relationships 
with local political, community 
and Faith-based leaders, working 
on the next campaign to support 
people experiencing homeless. 

 Her mantra is “I wouldn’t 

give them any food that I 
wouldn’t eat. The unhoused 
deserve a seat at the table and 
a voice in the conversation.”

 Kathy serves the unhoused 
residents of the West San Fernando 
Valley with dignity and respect, 
with the understanding that we 
are one community. About My 

Father’s Business serves veterans 
and all individuals regardless 
of age, ethnicity, gender, 
sexual orientation, or religion.

 Stacy Gerlic retired on 
February 22, 2022 after a 
35-year career with the Los 
Angeles City Fire Department. 
Battalion Chief Gerlich served 
as the Administrative Operations 
Bureau Executive Officer. Her 
duties included Gender Equity 
Officer, LGBTQ Liaison, 
Department Resilience Officer, 
Department Sustainability 
Officer and she oversaw the 
Behavior Health Program 
for the LAFD. Chief Gerlich 
has two Master’s Degrees; 
Organizational Management and 
Homeland Security Studies from 
the Naval Postgraduate School. 

 She has recently completed 

a certificate in the Psychology 
of Leadership and Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion from 
e-Cornell University. She 
has held many departmental 
positions in her tenure which 
include; CERT Commander, 
Los Angeles Regional Critical 
Incident Planning & Training 

children in the San Fernando 
Valley and South Los Angeles. I 
hooked up with Nancy in 2007, 
working as a volunteer over the 
last sixteen years.” In that time 
Loweree has tutored hundreds of 
children at the LAPD Devonshire 
PALS, LAPD Foothill Division 
and LAPD Mission Division, 

(Continued from page 1)

Alliance, Community Risk 
Reduction Commander, EMS 
Training Officer, EMS Battalion 
Captain and Operations Valley 
Bureau, EMS Resilience 
Officer. Stacy is also a guest 
lecturer at California Lutheran 
University in Leadership. 

 On her off days, she enjoys 
woodworking, fishing, hiking, 
and spending time with the family. 
Since she is now retired, she has 
even more time to enjoy life. 

 Carol Salazar Loweree says, “I 
grew up in East LA in the early 
60’s and decided at a young age 
that I was going to do something 
important in my life and in my 
community. I was an educator 
for a private school and taught 
for twenty-two years. I retired 
in 2004 and dedicated myself 
to helping parents and at-risk 

for sixteen years so far. 
 She has also given about 

250 drug-education seminars 
at schools, churches, and 
apartment buildings, pledging 
over 23,000 children and 
parents to a drug-free life. 

 Loweree volunteered at East 
Valley High School, teaching ESL, 
tutoring, and mentoring students, 
organized the anti-drug Red 
Ribbon Week Ceremony, as well 
and parenting classes and ESL.

 She was referred by the 
District Attorney’s office to take 
on ex-gang and gang members 
to program and fill in lacking 
basic education areas of math 
and reading. She has also 
helped organize and manage 
several Children’s Day events 
for the LAPD Valley Bureau, 
which brought in about 30-

50,000 children and parents 
each year from 2008-2012.

 For the last three years, Loweree 
served on the Board for the North 
Valley Regional Chamber of 
Commerce and has created the 
annual Christmas Toy give-away 
which started in 2008, giving 
out from 200-300 toys each year. 

 Sheri Polak first started 
volunteering in 1969 
at Pacific Lodge Youth 
Home in Woodland Hills.

 A wife, mother and twice-
widowed, she found volunteering 
and giving back the only way 
to keep on going. Her service 
includes work for the Woodland 
Hills Chamber of Commerce, the 
United Chambers of Commerce, 
the Junior Chamber (Jaycees) 
and serving as the first female 
president of the Rotary Club of 
Woodland Hills and assistant to 
four Rotary District Governors.

 Polak resides in Woodland 
Hills and is still a member of 
the Rotary Club with 33 years 
perfect weekly attendance. 

 A graduate of Mills College 
Association Management 
program, she provided a 
tremendous amount of knowledge 
that helped manage the beginning 
of the Warner Center area.

Previous awards include 
winner of Bravo Award by the 

United Chambers Named Valley’s Inspirational Women

The awards recognize women not only for their successes but for how they 
have inspired others, served as mentors and, through their contributions, 
made the San Fernando Valley better. 



             
WEDNESDAYS 

1 to 5 PM
             April 20, May 11, June 29 

SATURDAYS 
10 AM to 1 PM

APRIL 30, MAY 21, JUNE 18

RSVP BY CALLING 818.349.0600
BOTOX IS $11 A UNIT

18350 Roscoe Blvd., Suite 318
Northridge CA 91325

BOTOX DAYS

A SPECIAL BOTOX Cosmetic Day
818.349.0600
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United Chambers Named Inspiring Women

National Association of Women 
Business Owners, the Valley 
Women’s Center Woman of 
the Year and Optimist Home 
and Family Services Volunteer 
of the year, among others.

 Polak is thrilled to be among 
the fabulous women who 
have been so inspirational.

 The annual luncheon will be 
held Thursday, May 5, at the 
Hilton Hotel Woodland Hills 
from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. 
For tickets or sponsorships,  
go to unitedchambers.org/
calendar/2022-inspirational-
women-luncheon/ or contact 
Marian Jocz at Marian@
unitedchambers.org or (818) 981-
4491. 

 Originally established in 2014 
by Vahid Khorsand and the UCC, 
it has quickly become a Valley 
tradition. The awards recognize 
women not only for their 
successes but for how they have 
inspired others, served as mentors 
and, through their contributions, 

made the San Fernando Valley 
better. 

This year’s program includes 
the debut of the Nora Ross 
Strength & Courage Award which 
has been created to honor former 
Valley Cultural Foundation CEO 
Nora Ross who passed away 
in March. Legendary for her 
tenacity and commitment, Ross 
was known for her work with the 
Canoga Park/West Hills Chamber 
of Commerce and later with 
the Valley Cultural Foundation 
(VCF). Her relentless dedication 
to the performing arts and to 
Valley businesses made her a 
unique voice.

The honorees are chosen by 
a special United Chambers of 
Commerce committee composed 
of previous award winners and 
community leaders. The United 
Chambers is a 17-member 
coalition of the San Fernando 
Valley’s chambers of commerce 
and represents 150,000 businesses 
in the Valley.

(Continued from page 11)

The team at Strain dispensary in Chatsworth is ready to serve customers 4/20!

Celebrate 4/20 at Strain
April 20, known colloquially 

as “4/20” is an unofficial 
counterculture holiday to 
celebrate and consume marijuana. 
With recreational marijuana now 
legal for those over 21, 4/20 has 
a new high.

The first dispensary in 
the north valley, and the 
first regulated dispensary in 
Chatsworth, is Strain, located at 
21627 Devonshire Street.

Strain is a Black-owned 
business, and prides itself on 
being accessible to all. One of 
their points of pride is passing 
along savings to customers, 
“not our pockets,” said Rebecca 
Shumosic. “Everyone is 
welcome,” she said, “From those 
spending $5 to those spending 
$1000.”

If you are a cannabis 
enthusiast, it’s easy to shop 
Strain’s large selection - from 
flowers and vapes to wax, 
edibles and concentrates. Their 
budtenders can assess your likes 
and needs and get you the best 
product they offer.

Strain also carries a full line 
of CBD products for those who 
don’t use cannabis - that help 
with everything from skin care, 
sleep to bath and body.

Strain will be celebrating 4/20 
all day Wednesday, with a variety 
of events and specials.

Food trucks on site will 
include Meera’s Mini Pancakes 
from 8 to 11 am, a churro truck 
from 1 to 4 pm and Flamin’ Hot 
Chicken from 4 to 7 pm. 

A DJ sponsored by Old Pal 
will play at the dispensary from 3 
to 7 pm, and Lowell will sponsor a 
basketball “shootaround”  - make 
a basket and get some product 
from 1 to 4 pm. 

There are also lots of 4/20 
deals at Strain.

The first 250 customers to 
spend $100 will receive a goodie 
bag for only $1, and the first 50 

customers to spend $150 will 
receive a goodie bag for only $1.

Get 25% off orders of $30 or 
more and there are several buy 
one-get one deals on edibles, 
concentrates, vapes, prerolls and 
flower.

on 4/20 (limit one per customer).
Check out all the 4/20 deals  

and the regular inventory at 
Strain. They are open Monday 
to Saturday, 8 am to 9 pm, and 
Sunday from 10 am to 8 pm.

Strain also offers delivery to 
the North Valley, Simi, Moorpark 
and Thousand Oaks. Delivery 
hours are Monday to Saturday 
noon to 8 pm and Sunday noon 
to 7 pm. For delivery call (818) 
208-0204.

They accept cash and debit 
cards and there is an ATM 
machine in the store. 

For more information 
call (818) 380-6069 or visit 
straincares.com.

Get $5 eighths (limit one per 
customer) and buy an eighth on 
selected brands and get another 
eighth for $1.

Strain will also offer $5 grams 
of concentrate and $5 cartridges 

From food trucks to 

flower specials, Strain 

will celebrate 4/20.

Get Special Deals on Botox Day at Dermatique 
Dr. Marc Kerner of Dermatique in Northridge is offering Botox at 

$11 a unit on a special Botox Day. 
Next Wednesday, April 20, from 1 to 5 pm. visit Dermatique at 

18350 Roscoe Blvd., Suite 318, for the special pricing.
Kerner is a board certified facial plastic surgeon who will administer 

the Botox.
To register for this special Botox Day, call (818) 349-0600.

As coronavirus strains continue to mutate, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has confirmed that the newest subvariant of 
omicron, labeled BA.2, is now the dominant COVID-19 variant. 

In the past month, BA.2 has made up approximately 86% percent 
of COVID cases. While prevalent in the Americas, the variant is most 
dominant in Southeast Asia, followed by the Eastern Mediterranean, 
Africa, Western Pacific and European areas. 

According to research, BA.2 is believed to be around 30% more 
transmissible than BA.1, the original strain of omicron. However, 
symptoms seem to be the same and have the potential to reflect those 
of cold and flu-like reactions. Also similar to the original strain of 
omicron, BA.2 is less likely to lead to loss of taste and smell. 

Since WHO is still trying to study the contagious nature of BA.2, 
they are stressing the importance of continued testing if an individual 
feels that they may be sick with coronavirus. 

With coronavirus, America has traditionally 
seen delayed but similar patterns as Europe. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci stated in late March that, “there will likely be an 
‘uptick’ in U.S. cases this spring, but hopefully, we won’t see a surge. 
I don’t think we will.”

It is estimated that around 40% of the population was infected during 
the Omicron wave, which would provide protection against BA.2.

Omicron’s BA.2 Subvariant: What to Know
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Burbank | Calabasas  
Encino | North Hollywood  
Porter Ranch | West Hills 
Woodland Hills

To book an appointment or learn  
more, call 310-878-6769 or visit  
uclahealth.org/san-fernando-valley

 Care, for life
World-class health care, close to home

UCLA-SanFernandoValley P&SCare 10x7 FINAL.indd   1UCLA-SanFernandoValley P&SCare 10x7 FINAL.indd   1 2022-03-29   11:07 AM2022-03-29   11:07 AM

Home Medical Tests Catch On;

More Coming Down the Pike
By Janey M. Rifkin

More changes in our lifestyle 
have taken place to try to cure 
the COVID pandemic than at 
any comparable time in history. 
Our medical needs suffered as 
we were sequestered at home but 
the market for self-diagnostic 
products such as testing at home 
for flu and strep throat became 
popular. People were increasingly 
monitoring and managing their 
own health through fitness 
apps and smart watches.

Still under the pandemic, 
medical test tools are flourishing 
and we are generally more 
personally involved with our 
health and well-being. “All of 
a sudden, home diagnostics 
and home testing became a 
thing,” said Amy Buckley, chief 
executive of MFB, Inc. The rapid 
growth of self tests took years 

to develop. The CDC has some 
pharmacists to perform some 
types of testing directly in stores. 
Labcorp and Quest Diagnostics 
have rolled out platforms that let 
consumers order tests for fertility, 
blood iron levels, and cancer.

Rapid tests are typically less 
accurate than lab-based ones, 
testing experts say, just as PCR 
tests for COVID-19 are more 
accurate than at-home rapid 
antigen tests. Some of the biggest 
competitors in lab testing are 
now also expanding at-home 
testing in response to rising 
consumer demand. The fitness 
apps and smart watches are also 
popular as gyms and workout 
facilities are just recently 
able to be back in business.

Janey Rifkin is a syndicated 
writer and longtime Health 
Editor of the Valley News Group.
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Leonard Slye was born in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, on November 
11, 1911. He died on July 6, 
1998. In between, he lived quite 
an eventful life:

• In 1934, he was one of 
the founders of a popular singing 
group, The Sons of the Pioneers.

• Between 1935 and 1975, 
he appeared in more than 100 
movies, starring in most of them.

• For nine years, he had 
his own radio show, and from 
1951 to 1957, he starred in his 
own television show.

• He was the number 
one money-making Western star 
from 1943 to 1954, according to 
Motion Picture Herald magazine. 
Boxoffice magazine’s poll named 
him the most popular Western 
star annually from 1943 to 1952.

• In 1968, a restaurant 
named after him was opened in 
Falls Church, Virginia, and grew 
into a national fast-food chain.

Yup, pardner, Leonard Slye 
became known to the world as 
Roy Rogers, “The King of the 
Cowboys.”

The Reel Hist    ry 
of the Valley

Good friends Clark Gable and Roy Rogers. Rogers was clearly the better 

marksman.

By Martin M. Cooper 

An Ode to Leonard Slye
Roy Rogers and his wife 

Dale Evans had a long history 
in the San Fernando Valley, 

much greater than just the name 
of the 1944 film they starred in, 
San Fernando Valley. In fact, the 
Rogers family lived in the Valley 
for more than 30 years: in the 
late ‘30s they had a small house 
on Oxnard Street in Van Nuys; 
in the 1940s, the family lived on 
Longridge Avenue in Sherman 
Oaks; and  from 1950 to 1955, 
they lived  in a 1926 house at 
5330 Amestoy Avenue in Encino. 

In 1955, the couple purchased 
the 129-acre Swan Paulson 
Homestead in Chatsworth, which 
they later expanded to 300 acres 
and renamed it the Double R 
Bar Ranch. They expanded 

(Continued to next page)

In 1955, Roy Rogers 
purchased the 129-acre 
Swan Paulson Homestead 
in Chatsworth.

Wildflower Walk in

Santa Susana 

Mountains
The Foundation for the 

Preservation of the Santa Susana 
Mountains will host a Miranda 
Loop Wildflower Hike on 
Sunday, April 24, at 9 am. The 
hike is labeled “difficult.”

Meet at the Andora Trailhead. 
Take Lassen Street west to 
Andora Avenue, turn right and 
the entrance to the park is on the 
right.

For more information and 
more events presented by the 
foundation visit  fpssm.org



      REAL ESTATE 
Valley News Group April 14,  2022, Page 15

Cindy Royall Libonati
REALTOR®

DRE#00582036

M: 818.421.4468

Cindy.Libonati@Sothebys.Realty

Connected throughout 
Southern California.

Proudly Serving the Valley. 

Kathleen Sterling and Miri Rossitto! 

Publishers of your NEW publication, 
The North Valley News! 

I always love local news from a source I can trust.

Bravo!!

Congratulations!

© 2022 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently 
owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. This material is based upon information which we consider reliable but because it has been supplied by third parties, we 
cannot represent that it is accurate or complete and it should not be relied upon as such. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. If your property 
is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Encino & Calabasas Brokerages

the small house 
on the property 
at 9839 Andora 
Avenue to a 6,000 
square-foot home 
for their family. 

According to 
the Chatsworth 
Historical Society: 
“Roy was an 
a c c o m p l i s h e d 
sportsman and a 
big game hunter. 
He made three 
trips to Africa, and 
had a trophy room 
in his house on 
Andora displaying 
the numerous 
animals that he had 
shot on safari…” 

The local Aqua 
Sierra Sportsman’s 
Club was Roy’s 
favorite hang-out 
for his trap and 
skeet shooting hobby. One day, 
in 1958, Roy and his friend Clark 
Gable were shooting at the Club. 
Gable shot only four clays out of 
25, then followed up with six or 
seven out of 25. The frustrated 
Gable begged someone to make 
him an offer for the gun and Roy 
bought it for $600…and used 
only that shotgun from then on.

Roy and Dale became 
fixtures in the local community.

In the July 7, 1998, edition of 
the Los Angeles Times, staffer 
Martha Willman wrote: “Virginia 
Watson, volunteer curator 
of the Chatsworth Historical 
Society, said the deeply religious 
Rogers often entertained teens 
from the local church at the 
house, and the recreation 
room was the gathering place.

“’They were very happy in 
Chatsworth and were very much 
a part of the community,’ Watson 
wrote, pointing out that Rogers 
donated funds to start a drive to 
move the Pioneer Church from 
its original location to Oakwood 
Memorial Park, where Roy 
Rogers’ parents are buried. The 
Rogers-Evans team last appeared 
in Chatsworth…for the dedication 
of the Chatsworth Rail Station, 
singing ‘Happy Trails to You.’”

But the Rogers’ trails were 
not all happy ones. Sadly, in 
1964, their daughter Debbie 
was their third child to die.

The New York Times of 
August 18, 1964, reported, 
“Eight persons, including the 
adopted Koreanborn daughter 
of the Western film stars Roy 
Rogers and Dale Evans, were 
killed today when a busload of 
children crashed into seven other 
vehicles on Highway 101...One 
of the dead was Deborah Lee 
Rogers, who was 12 years old 

last Friday. Deborah was one 
of the Rogerses’ nine children, 
five of whom were adopted.”

Roy and Dale sold the 
ranch the following year, 
explaining that it held too 
many sad memories for them.

A Personal Reminiscence: 
For seven years, the public 
relations firm I worked for had 
as one of its premier accounts 
the Pasadena Tournament of 
Roses Association. In 1977, Roy 
Rogers and Dale Evans were 
the Parade’s Grand Marshals. 

Following tradition, the 
announcement of the Grand 
Marshal would be held at 
Pasadena’s Tournament House. 
Inside, Dale Evans had changed 
into her cowgirl outfit, but Roy 
had not yet arrived. Tournament 
officials waited. Dale fumed. The 
media were getting impatient.

Finally, Roy Rogers drove up 
in an old station wagon. Getting 
out of the vehicle, dressed in 
a Pendleton shirt and jeans, 
he apologized for being late, 
saying, “I’m sorry I’m late; I 
forgot. I was bowling.” One 
harried public relations executive 
breathed a large sigh of relief.

Made quite a name for himself, 
that Leonard Slye fella.

Martin Cooper, President 
of Cooper Communications, 
supervised public relations for the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
& Sciences for ten years; held 
executive positions with Disney 
and Universal Studios; and 
served as Chairman of the Board 
of the UCLA Film & Television 
Archive. He is a Fernando Award 
Honoree and Past Chairman of 
VICA. An award-winning author, 
he has written four books, two of 
them on the San Fernando Valley.

San Fernando Valley, released in 1944, was one of 

a string of Westerns produced by Republic Studios.

“Reel” History of the Valley 
(Continued from 
page 14)

By John Bercsi
North Valley real estate  

continues to be on fire.
In Northridge there are 

currently 90 homes for sale, 75 
of which are new listings, which 
shows that sales are still  strong.

Out of the 90 on the market, 
74 are detached homes, nine 
are condos and seven are 
townhomes. The median list price 

is $1,119,999 and the median sales 
prices is $922,500. There is only 1.3 
months of inventory on the market.

In Chatsworth there were 48 
new listings since March 10, 
with a total of 70 homes for sale.

Out of the 70  for sale, 57 are 
detached homes, six are condos 
and seven are townhomes. The 
median list price in Chatsworth is 
$895,475, with the median sales 

price at $850,000.  Chatsworth 
has 2.79 months of inventory on 
the market.

John Bercsi (DRE 01020734) 
is a Realtor with the Carl 
Gamino team at  Compass Real 
Estate, who have sold some of the 
highest listings in the valley. They 
specialize in drawing buyers from 
the west side to the valley. He can 
be reached at (310) 409-6667. 

 

North Valley Real Estate by the Numbers 
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It’s an insurance 
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Let Paul be your guide!
HAVE YOU CHECKED THE PREMIUMS ON  
YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN LATELY?

Plan G is now the plan we are recommending. See your 
age below for rate comparison reality check. 

AGE
PLAN F 

INNOVATIVE F 
OR F EXTRA

PLAN G
PLAN G 

INNOVATIVE 
OR EXTRA

HIGH DEDUCTIBLE 
PLAN F/G
($2490 2022)

65* 147.00* 111133..0000* 127.00* 40.00
66 177.00 114466..0000 160.00 44.00
67 195.00 115544..0000 168.00 47.00
68 195.00 116677..0000 181.00 49.00
69 213.00 117755.1188 193.00 52.00
70 213.00 118822.0099 200.00 54.00
71 229.00 118899.0011 216.00 56.00
72 229.00 119955.9922 216.00 60.00
73 248.00 220022.8844 232.00 63.00
74 248.00 220099.7755 232.00 66.00
75 264.00 221166.6677 248.00 69.00
76 264.00 224433.6655 248.00 71.00
77 282.00 225533.221 265.00 72.00
78 282.00 226633.1144 265.00 74.00
79 297.00 227733.4400 278.00 77.00
80 297.00 228844.0066 278.00 83.00
81 320.00 228888.1122 292.00 83.00
82 320.00 228888..1122 292.00 83.00
83 320.00 228888..1122 307.00 83.00
84 320.00 228888..1122 307.00 83.00
85 358.00 228888..1122 321.00 83.00
86+ 358.00 228888..1122 varies 83.00

M E D I C A R E  S U P P L E M E N T  R A T E S
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